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Amangst the aims of the Informmatsion Technoiooy i Education
Research Progiamme* is the strnulation of interaclion Lalwesn
ressarchers and pragutioners who arg concernad witn The uses o
nfgrmation technology in support of lsaming. A sipccessful
machanism for this has been found 1o be the orgamsation, &n Key
themas, of workshops and serminars towhich are invited 2 amall
number of experts invanous fislds who have a cormmen interest
in the theme and whe bring with them different skills and
SXPETIENCES.

One such seminar was hald on the thame of Screen Design and
amongst those who attended werng thasa gxpenanced in the
craatan of educational software, art and design specialists, and
fesearchers into the ssues of the human-compuier interface. The
group of about fifteen expens dvided intd small teams 1o foous
e discussion on: design planning; layvout; text; graphics: and
seren interaction. Subsequently the teams worked on iritial
drafte of texts which they had produced and the whole, after
lengthy editing and consultation, now forms the guidelings
containged in 1ms book.

It wae felt essernial 1o avod boing dirgstive in indicatng the
charactarnizlics of screen displays. Throughaut the book 1S308s are
wanmtiod and guidelines are suggestad concerning Their
treatmant. Suppor for Uhe guidslnes is provided in a rayonale for
gach ana. Tha layout of the text has been designed wilh the
inlention of providing easy access 1o specilic aspects of screen
desion. The ilustatons exemplify the guidelines and the
rpioroneas orovide Turther evidence in support of the guidelines,

Whilst the baok focuses mainly on the screen design of software
1o supporl learning, il g anticipated 1hat many of the principles
eramined will apply to all forms of interactive software
Acknowdedgement must be made 1o e Educational Computing
Unit af King's Collzge London, whose carky wark in this figld we
tried to build upon with their helo

* The [9TER Progamime & & nalkanal mitizive hunded by he Ecanpanic snd ool
Fasgardh Couacil amed bo atimuiots and coordinge wesearch imo hie uzes o
inbarmanon teokankgies 1 suEps learning
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The team mambers who contributed to each chagter are listad
within that chapter. On behalf of the ESRC, in particular the INTER
Programme, | wish to acknowladge the suppost that each
provided. Encrrous assistance was given 10 the Editors by Kiro's
College London, by Mentor Interactive Learning Lig., by Dean
Associates and by Steven Sorivenar in preparing the illustrations,
The Editors are alzo grateful to the publishers for their readiness
to accapt the proposad form of book dasion and to Robin Amfield
for his Relp. Much work in the background on dralts of the toxt
has been done by the Editors’ colleagyes, in particular by Dorothy
Calls and Mark Bryson of the InTER Programme, and by Mary
Jahnston. Valuable administrative halp was provided by Maureen
Boots of the INTER Programme.

Firalty, | wiould like Lo gve personal thanks 1o the Co-Editars twho
did all the real work); to Rachel Davies-Cooper and particularly 10
Chrig Rivlin who led us gver bath the text and the illustrations.
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Myfanwy Trueman who came 1o me wilh the wiginal idea far the
serminar ard then helped so much in bringing the participants
together
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