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TORQUE EDITIONS

DESTRALE OF THE PANDEMBER
CHARD AND THE ALLEGED

A POSSIBLE FUTURE - OR A GAP
IN THE PAST - IS RENDERED AS
LOW-FIDELITY LANGUAGE IN
THIS HEADLINE

As the author Stanislaw Lem has
character in The Futurological
Congress observe: "By examining

in the cvolution of

discoveries,
revolutions
capable, some day, of
and only if the future +the
present ) *entropy, then might the

n be a time machine, an

reflecting.” I

Or perhaps as language falls apart, it
falls into unspoken moments of the
past?

IF & ONLY IF works with a recursive
neural network (RNN) to exaggerate
and accelerate the

another. Each day we re-train IF AND
ONLY on s own outputs,
adding by hand some contemporary

process that language undergoes in
increasingly  rapid
permutational culture.

As with any object that is far-distant,
the view this headline affords us of the
future, is impoverished and blurry. A
vision that demands your imagination.
Rather than "big data” the IF & ONLY
IF headline generator is trained

read
and digest for yourself on this page.
Starting out small British
Lieay schive of 1% eadlves, 2

taught the _statistical
Ticlbood st on et llows

add your own suggestions below to
help us train the model over the
coming weeks.

hough the form of its. historical
sources still shape the outputs you see,
their content  will become an
increasingly distant memory over the

coming distorted by the
tikelihood of leter-combinations such
as “coro”, “trum”, “brex”, “ai” that

dominate today’s headlines. Because
there is no corrective mechanism, the
not result in increasing
aceuracy, ot b opens up the ficld
ofpossibilty and disorder i a way

that is akin to the entropy that
characterises our experience of time

'MARKETS', "HIGHOUT COULD
MECHICTER, 'BULLOVING',
'AUSTRALIAN HAVE F IVEL AND

MONETAR? “OURT',
'BUYNOUNIA  THT  SEAK
WORLD  ORDER  RULES'
'NEWSEWAPE DEAL', 'ANNUAL

STONESS AND THE BRITS', 'ALL
AND TELEGRAPHIC _NEWS.
LOTS TS NE N
(ORRFSPONDFN(‘F' 'LATEST
AND TRADE LANG THE
PARRESTALLY INDEFIRST
CALLS TO PRESIDENT TRUMP
AND THE BRITISH ASSAS
PRESIDENT TO HELOCKENSE

PROTEST AID OF THE SALE OF
AMERICAN  COMMISSIONERS',
'FRINGY TOTALY IN RESPOLAN
AND THE CORRESPONDENCE,
'LATEST AND TRADE REPORT
AND OBITUARIES ', 'KENTER',
'MANCES', 'DOLING FOUND THE
EARTHS AND THE REPOLICE'
'LATEST AND THE REPOLIST TO
MOHNISH ASSAMED TO EAGTED
BY THE BOOK. CONCERNATIONS.
TO  AMERICAN  COMITISH
ASSASSING THE WORKER OF
THE SPECTRUST CLOSESIDENT
TO  FAIL, 'ARTS  AND
OBITUARIES, AND
TRACE JODER DEMOCTING
STOVERY HAS IN HOW RASHIOT
PUBLIC AND MONETARY'

YOUR
HEADLINE
HERE

Help us to train our RNN by
typing  in your  own
speculations on the headlines
of the future. Who and what
will dominate our news in the
decades to come? What new
conglomerations of politics.
technologies and events will

we come to know? How might
the language of headlines and
the news change? What

neologisms will be
commonplace?

CONFUSION
CAUSED BY
CRASH

BLOSSOMS

Here's a further sample of some of the
uggestions made by you, our readers,
helping to train the IF & ONLY IF
RNN 10 look into Ihc future and
combine with headlines from the past
and the present to create the top
headline. Your own contribution could

be published here, alongside thes
DAILY MAIL_FORMS ARMY
ATTACK’
PARGE. Sker -coub 19
GIVEN PEERAGE’, *SCHOOLS
REOPEN UNDERWATER’, ‘PM
S SLAMMING’,
SPECULATION ABOUT CRASH
BLOSSOMS’, ‘ZOMBIES LAND
SQUIRREL'S ATTACK', ‘FAKE
DEGREE  CLAIMS
PROMINENT

POLITICIANS’

URINATED  ON
DRAKE ~ CONCERT
DRINK-DRIVE KILLI
GIRLFRIEND STARTED BRAWL
OVER  AVOIDS JAIL,
MEMBERS
ALLEGED

MOTHER TRIED TO HELP ABUSE

IN LATENT SPACE NO-ONE CAN
SEE YOU TYPO,

“The notion of latent space is integral
to forms of machine learning where
a-set are used to produce
a mathematical 'spatial’ representation
of th whole.

‘The only language IF AND ONLY IF
knows is headlines that exist within
the archive. Each example headline
from the corpus is a co-ordinate from
which the Al constructs a continuous
world. You can yourself in th
columns below read the material from
which the AI draws its coordinates.
But we can ask the generator 1o
“explore’ its archive-world and show
us what I possibilities exist
“etween the (headnes™ The It
combinations that you see above are
possibilities within the latent
space of the archive. The neologisms
(new-words, new-logics) that  the
generator spits out are therefore not
only intended as speculations on the
future, but of the gaps in the archive.
‘What has been left unsaid.

s well as synthesising the statistical
possibilities of historical sets of
headlines with more  contemporary
examples, we also train IF & ONLY IF

“MACHINE
MISBEHAVIOUR” IS
CLICK BAIT TO-COME

on its own errors. We also introduce
our own vernacular examples. This is
what is called *poisoning’ the set, but
we might also think about it as
bringing the archive back to life. This
human rvntionin he syt
“pharmakon”, both poison and
imidote. I obscures and disorts e
“truth’ of the archive, by presenting a
range of possibilities that is between
it, and beyond.
In When making becomes divination:
Uncertainty and _ contingency
computational  glitch-cvents _ Betti
Marenko observes similar potentials -
perhaps even  necessities - in
contemporary  design  practice
Marenko asserts that a glitch is the
event that "reveals the potential of the
digital in processes of computational
making". The IF & ONLY
algorithm is trained on such moments
in its own language glitches, it is
encouraged to make errors that
articulate its own potential. The litch
poetics are pharmacological moments
n  language, where  broken.
impoverished and corrupted words are
imbued with literary potential. The era
of the digital means that errors
increasingly reveal the entanglement

of our language with computational
means, a process that is accelerating
s o the future
*Ambiguity is difference engine of the
eternal return. ', No “syntax dircctive’,
just grains stirred in a certain way. |
"Error s divination. ', 'Glitch the
tangible _evidence of _autonomaus
capacities of digital matte L
picture of the piaes by,
History repeatsitself in_different
codecs |, Crash Blossoms. Post truth.
mem futurology. °, ‘Splinters of
ot through_prosent. moment
Show Tight. " ‘Each line of headlinese
is a lie as a possibility. ', ‘Digital
recognized as manifesting ongoing
differentiation. ', ‘Cracked _oracle
n Gibberish

projection.
machine. *, 'Storm_drives
iresistibly into the future. ', 'If you cut
open the presant the. hnurc leaks out.',
“Return of th o played on a
different statist I.nm) ", ‘Open the
€ to find new semantic ground. ",
nmcmnc ‘misbehaviour” is click bait
to-come. ", "We trained an Al on 1000
beadlice o the 191, and madet
st time as truth, second as
unmnh.:bmly .

A crash blossom is a syntactical
ermor-ambiguity in a_headline, for
example: "Violinist linked to JAL
crash blossoms" or “Red Tape Holds
Up New Bridge”. These errors are

often the result of the tendency in
“headlinese’ to use a noun as a verb.
degree claims dog
prominent Spanish politicians”.

in "Fake

FAKE DEGREE CLAIMS
DOG PROMINENT
SPANISH POLITICIAN

The erash blossom opens up a latent
s e, in which multiple
interpretations are true of a single
headline. Such headlines also spiral

cartoonish visions of a world in which
subjects hover in a mist of dramatic
action. "Man who urinated on woman
at Drake concert before drink-drive

Killer girlfriend started brawl over
avoids jail", “Decapitated Members
Amested on Alleged ~Kidnapping
5", “Queen Mother fried o help
. “Chinese Cooking Fat
Heads for  Holland”,
Abandoned as Newbom Searches for
Birth Mother.”

abuse

“Woman

‘The above headline is taken from The
Britsh Library archive of \‘)\\\u.nmn)
newspapers, mostly regional Ll
have been newly digised Mmlv
were the inspiration for this projes

ONI

AR SRE R W e
using just 1000 examples from this
datacsét, in rcton ' with

contemporary and
ach one of the \h.d(ﬂmc» rom the
ribive, was (b local or
ational news  story, ‘with regular
features such as Marri

S5EF

and Deaths” predominating in the

THE TRIAL OF
DR JAMESON
AND HIS OFFICERS

first iterations of our trained model
Uslike with "big dut” AT

original set is

human-digesile

the pre 1880 headlines we have use
The British Newspaper Archive holds
over 20 million s from
more than
hips bl.u o
tlon‘guides britsh-newspaper-archive

HOW TO
OVERLOAD
INFORMATION
OVERLOAD

IN ACTS OF
RECUPERATION?

This project explores headlinese - the
e languge of hesdlines — and
s,

migration of news from paper to radio
reens, and how today
become increasingly py
automated. - Forwarding.
commenting, hashtags and memes
have collectively produced a news that
is in a constant process of mutation
an replication.
experience this  news
inherently open o revision,
50 that we are all variously working or
lurking in a global newsroom. But, in
this new world of citizen journalists
and freedom to publish in an instant,
misnfornston can spread nline lke
wildfire, breeding and legitimatising
conspiracy theories, and ushering in &
ost-truth” age.
Within the history

and culture of

headline writing lies the seeds of the

today. Whitney Phillips has written
that algorithms act as editors, which

“incentivise certain  types  of
ationalist_conten.. [and] it is
simply not the case that all voices

carry equally on social medi
all information carrics equally
Furthermore, in working with a news
archive as we have done with this

or that

project, it should be noted how the
archive, like the news,
Michy

prioritises
1 Foucault

‘defines at_the
enunciability”.
This project e 10 put the news
archive of the past into dialogue with

its present and fuwre, using  the
uliar characteristies of Al fext
generation software as a tool 1o

and create an

st Steve McQueen once said in

an interview that “artists develop a

language in response to a crisis of
don

freedom.” but how might we develop a
fredom fn rsporse 0 8 e n
langu are noi
interested in navigation

tools” that assert *control and mastery
of the informational and Inuisic
excesses of today. Rather, we seck to
roduee el and. coumirs
which both revel in and defamiliaise
the infosphere. John C:
“I am trying to be unfamiliar with
what I'm doing” and we attempt this
too, asking what role does the
imaginary have within the evolution of
media and technology, from post-truth
filier bubbles to how we might
converse with AL We ask: what is the
inner life of language, as it twists
between the empires of the web and
the archive, how do words creaie
worlds, how verload
information oveload with acs of
recuperation, and how might we leam
o crash blossom?

Digital Festival. A collaboration between Nathan Jones, Tom Schofield & Sam Skinner // IF & ONLY IF // CRASH BLOSSONS
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FORWARD
WITH THE
PEOPLE

gistered at G. PO as a Newspaper.

DAACES N
: THE COURSE

*JT g lolelrl dig G S5 Andrews:
Eden cOlf course yeieidny. m
o neaxrl.v\mwnups ey swarmed
10,96 Dear Bing Crosby on
or_the
There were 5005 of
hind

"nEm
Tope barriers.
down an 8ft.

was
Holls - Roges: and driven 5
8 cma;gng [ mim today—most, sought

A Govt.
inquiry

“GOLFER BING

THE ONLY WAY
" MORE AND
CHEAPER &

0S5 pvx!

‘DAILY MIEEOR’ REPOR7 Il

RASTIG 1icasures to cul the hizh cost of building council houses and to
spaed-up the numbsrs that:can lze built are suz:csted in 4 Covernment
reportissued oday.
{The measures slashathet frills” \Thls, says.the report, 15 the only way to10wer rents
now elimbing higher than many workers! families can afford, and to cut, the queues of

wouxd b Wuants besicalig every town hall in Britain,
Teport suggests slashing the size of every three-bedroom house by 100 sq. £t which
could | save £00 a house, or 1s. 3d. a week rent; bu!ldlng more terraced houses instead of

10"

Build in

terraces

Cut down
on size

1t suggesta wntt and nmm
ono locks on inside steel sinks,
no handy-flap tables in the kitchens, no garden fences

Housewives’
Choice s ncw

or. g-te-. ol o i T 1
e, feport alsq §iy that elohosd space should be
cuB down and paths iedaced {0 widih {515 bin
These suggeste 11 ures | use argume
ryCowti it Bat s Sopiing oo the
eoum,ry could save wilons of Lousds on council house

[ ho d:ﬂe?x ‘him Bing, in his black a i Rl
who ‘¢ or' « ing, dang wille or
{44 sheer Juck ™ Darny OHecs m,’g e onnet, follswta ronga o Flher costs ot 0 e - e e ralsed the co
od, hﬂll.u hy £79 the Dl.s thrw ye -!
T hmmatils Bome conrse at, ans an extra 1 eok on
P animeid. 2 me A Vg
s s T e o, iEon
i Bigs oo In orna o eaves a ral ot eoula e e “g": Taz “outiine of Labour's ne. Sheton
[Basy . e of cath house wadla be o0'te 550, rogramime, whih will be
| S 20 e e can e 3?,‘;;";‘ {hat ta Ut O hat you fancy
| PR gmw o Bend nu-_gdr 4 bu;lhmz SR ® 7 latecs; con: countly house ziear Bt 0878l Gvet
& & 2% of rooflass houses [ i i SR
G = | Bou s are it forty at s time, £
@ e o R e B e
ror: (Iic pin a1 § onl our
| in'a birdie, Two men were killed by a single flash nrummmg and a whirlwind ripped | Bouses See buat a & timo. e ‘of §tAet Conterencediumans by,
fi L Bup T mofEenous Toofs from houses in freak storms that swept over England yesterday, |  Andin the advice o colincls he teport A AL
clter Fine Bala T Just | says: Haggle more over tenders. n,
[ up here for the salt air” | which was also the hottest day of the o i uncils in a district where thers are
| Birlwid—i few coniragiors, who pi n high tﬁ:}dm, E Continued on <
de.sc ibed as a tor- arz ndwse ler
Bt e Al oS i ahn soaml DUBLAAaa Back Page
—left a_trail of havoe in the Glrdwmd Commlittee
Euckx HerEhie 0nd Bed- | appolnt by Mr. Bevan,| _ luertiser” =
Tords ister of Health, to re-
* 1 eidous | view house building costs.
(o mol it ewept | There s ‘good hows (¢]
aciass the countryside m a | the ort — th lthough
oAl spinning piral, productivity is still 20 per
Hranches of t,rees‘ ll’ﬂn cent. b lowax -war in the
Sheels fom heo | ouses, and | building trade, the rverage
lates we Ir hun- | house is taking 404 fewer &
& of el 1 nto'the | man  hours 15 “complete allpoint
© nd tose o Lhout like | than tn 194 d
Dieces of paper, ncentive tes, with
. Wendov. ficks, the mlbput bonuses, are praised
1 ol TRt ses™were | for thiszand the seport re
rpped off.. Ao her forty ey hat ey o o)
Stripped | Loletion Lended over the whots {a-
Enrzard (Bec ) dust
Yl)\]ll NEW HOUSE:
o ified” e yn XDy EAYERTD
age

Lomential
hai!smne‘ mmurmg un
wed me ‘whirl:
wind b Lelsh Buzzard.
The sireeis. were  flooded
and waves of wum surged
into front ooz

A farmer at Wendoyer

"0UAKE WRECKS A
MOUNTAIN CITY OF
46,000 PEOPLE

rhln fal ﬂwl
to e ohl
“'°' wgﬂnegm

r was nok et 0

ere's ofiERT 1o not swamped in the 1\ 1nl-
g from &

H bloek and ta - 1t
l)e hmslcd higher - th{z’ﬁi e, TS

uu Uml evacuees returned
ite.

a wamning that Lhe
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said: 1 terrificd
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gr s oy b o Tﬂnrdw ?t Wiiien everywhere choose Biro: e (11

Tie great spiri| mc ,mdg"< !- up in thels personal use. It is slim, neit wnd

s i maened o att e in appearance, Cases it bliis,

il ol by S earthquake yes- grey. aroon and black with a1 i

o3t e o smallinh el \ gleum Just the thits (0 a
o snatoned. A huge | " Siiles of people are el o v

“li crashed. s o ave Tbetn ke REFILLS 14}

03 the
took | g1 |jured and troops are
% a1 e the hom:

rs. urhham, = of

| ghit {rgalen md. dyen,
dover,

| ehad bwn s o rach:
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L yez been fraced,
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the ballpomt pen

£500 lammed with panicic-

102 Worshippers.
Ciico, which was once
e, Ganital of iho, great
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TEL: LINGOLN 1160

shire

OKDLY, FEBRUARY 2.1953

DISASTERS involving flooding and fire
dominate the news at times during the.
War era.

Flooding followed heavy snow in Lin-
coln In 1547 (sso Page 9) and In 1953
came the great East Coast floods (Echo
front page lllustrated here and see Page
5).

Fire struck for the second time within a
few years at Lincoln Co-op. Our pictu

LSUANSIDE s G, e i
RE PICTURES, ARGHIVE CUTTINGS, GOSSIP, SPORTS S

Welcoming you to a great new.
era with your new, handier
sized paper, we offer you a
look back at our greatest
stories, a look forward to our
future challenges, and a look
around the present-day Echo.

By Frank Vasey




