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<Epigrapton recto if possible

The mantle of liberalism hdseen discarded and the most disgusting despotism in all its nakedness is
disclosed to the eyes of the whaoleorld. X It is a truth whiciXteaches us to recognize the

emptiness of oupatriotism and the abnormity of our state system, and makes us hidéaoes in

shame. You look at me with a smile and ask: What is gainétabi¥ No revolution is made out of
shame. | reply: Shame is alreadsegolution of a kind< Shame is a kind of anger which is turned
inward. And if a whole nation really experiencedense of shame, it would be like a lion, crouching

ready to spring

Letter from Karl Marx to Arnold Ruge, Martg43
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[cH Introduction: Stigma, the Machinery of Inequality

Stigma, nounFigurative A mark of disgrace or infamy; a sigrsefere censure or

condemnation, regarded as impressed @ person or thing; #randQ

Oxford English Dictionary

Every news bulletin seemed to be calling me scrounger, fraud, cheat or scum. | began self
harming, carving the wordéilureQW&akand Waste of spacé@nto my arms, legs and
stomach

Stephanie2019

March 2019. | am sitting with my frierfstephanian the corner of a bar in Lancaster, the small city
in North WestEngland where | live and wotkStephanidas a former school teacher and a single
mumwhom | havegot to know through our work together omé Morecamle Bay Poverty Truth
Commissionone of13 suchcommissiongurrentlyrunning across the UK, which bring together
people living in poverty with local decision makers tottrfind ways to ameliorate the destitution
which has followed in the wake of austerifya programme of government reforms which have
eviscerated the Biish welfare state since 2010. When | t@tephanighat | was writing a book
about stigma, she asked if she could tell me her stigma story, so Istould

areit with others, with yoy the readers of this boolShe asked to meet in this bar because her

wounds are raw and she feels a public setting will allow her to retain some composure, some dignity,
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while she speaks. So here we are, two mieathed women drinking coffee in a city centre bar; late
afternoon sutight streams in from the window behind the table where we sit, casting shadows over
Stephani®ad Tl OS5 & &4KS SELX I Aya K2g &aKS wibs OKSR | L
into herarms, stomach, thighwith a razor blade.
Whe only way tandescibe it Desays WA & AF &2dz ¢l GOK | gl aKAy3
cycle, you have worries andeh they calm down, more worriefien they calm downThen the
YIOKAYS 3283 AyiG2 GKS ALAYy O80fs8s lyhsegd: 386G 2
and the only way to get that out is to attack yourself because there is nobody else left. You have to
Odzii GKFG aLAy OeoftSeo LOQa Fa KINBK Fa LidzZ t Ay3 (K
fAGUES GKATSXT2NPASPO2YRARG&KRYYB2d2 RSKE JAy3a R2yS
The storyStephanidells me begins over a decade agdenher mum was diagnosed with
terminal cancer, the same day her husbdoldi her that hewas leavingStephanieand her
daughterIslamoved A y (i 2 K S NJ Y dzY €béldc&refozies Afterzher inérdied,
Stephaniggot a temporary job as a teaching assistant ataltedto build a better life. Not long
afterwards, shédnada serious accident at work whiddft herimmobilised and in chronipain. A
cycle of medical interventions and operatidmsgan which finally culminatéin a knee
replacement. When she was back on her f&tephaniesecured a new teaching post, but thista
became seriously ill and she had to take time off work to ¢aréer.Stephani®@ & S Y lodt 2 & S NJ
patience with the periods of parental leave, and stesforced to quit her job.
¢CKSNBE A& I FFEYAEAFNI 8Gd2NE KSNBI 62dzi 62YSyQ:
elderly relatives and children, and how this care work can make it difficult, sometimes impossible, to
sustain waged work. During these years of difficult, if ordiniéfe/events,Stephaniesold her home
at a loss to prevent repossession. Then austerity cuts to school budgets meant that the teaching
supply work she had been getting by on dried up. Before londhatisold everything of value she

owned
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WeKS EolghaniBal 8 45 WAa oO0dAf RAYPOOSKNR dAKSdzi KEK B4
RSOt AYSR ¢6KSYy L ¢l & aK2LIWLAYy3Id LOQR 06S adlFyRAY3A (K
YR SOSNEOG2RE Ay (KS 1jdzSdzS A&aXe&2dz Jof &igmadm@dSNE Al
shameQ teghaniewasreally struggling now to keep a roof ovaeer head Shewasincreasingly
relying on charitable foodbanks to survive. In desperation,tesbk out a high interest payday loan
and a rapid spiral into delfbllowed. Before long, she saysWe started getting letters to evict u®
The drymouth each time the phone ringseHheartbeating faster in her chestach time a letter
drops on the doomat. Therush of anxietythat accompanies every unexpected knock at the door.

StephanieO 2 dzf sBe/a@véy out of her situatiosp she soughadvice andvastold she should
qualify for unemployment benefit and housing beneflue appliedfor the reliefto which shewas
entitled, during theexactperiodwhenthe. NA (G A & K D &ugieSity progaryinde @fawelfare
reform wasbeginning

In February 2008n the midst ofthe global banking crisithe ShadowChancelloiGeorge
Osbournegave a peechwith the titleW¢ KSNBE A & | 5 $olthe gdrseaive Pdrtylzt ( dzZNB Q
This was theeriod leading up t@010general electionwhich would se€sbournenstalled asthe
austerity Chancell@@sbourneused this speech as an opportunity to outlite Conservative
t I NI @ Q& reSpOrde/i@h¥ findncial crisisyhich centred on plant implementW i KS ¥2ad T |
reaching programméof] 6 St ¥ NB NI F 2 NI Therd Wds ho eddBnéSidithé clainy Q
Osbournemadein this speeclihat an overly generous system of welfare provisions was responsible
for the national economi@utlook, which he variouslydescribed aindebted, stagnant, inflexible,
vulnerable and exposed. Yie¢ confidentiallyidentified W A £ f A 2 y Awh WereMJS B /JH 8204 KA y 3
2y 2dzi 27T asadehtral chakhGeTakidgdhe British econonmgn WnproductiveD
residuumof LIS 2 LIt S WLISNA A a U S yaddtleteitfully mikingifeTewards Sivhattheé G S Y Q
termed aW& 2 YS G KAy 3 T 2.0sbygunéaknbuice@dhéx dats in deM&E i, services and
provisionsa deterrentwelfare system spiked with conditions and sanctioasd punitive workfare

programmes2 dzil & 2 dZNDOSR (12 WLINRA Gnasie Wi § &I B teyuffcd oQR y § SOG 2 |
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move people¥2 FF 0 Sy S T A (# He ptoniisedhiatyhéseaustezitivdfains wouldend
NAGSR & | WAKI WERNESQ dafBuiBtemyy @ y 08 ¢

gKIG KS RSa
labounz Wdzyf SFaK oAffA2ya 27F LI2dz/ Ra dierattNES2siigk NS (1 K S
2y 0SYSPANIAWE F¥MYQ/ QiIKES 2WH AYFAS i GAc® a6 dexaninie Ghhpyeh f A Sa Q
Fourof thisbook, what followed in the wake of austerity is what can only be describegpksaed
social catastrophe.
When theConservativd?arty came to power in a coalitigovernmentin 2010,their
programmeof welfare reformbegan in earnestA former job centre advisor hatescribed hovher
job changedvernightfromone ofK St LAYy 3 LIS2 L)X S (2 WiIKS PBN&ES OdziA 2\
LINB & adzNBE g & Ay Gonflire staffbeSamnE subjdgcBi & I @aya dlayd FyR |33
LINB & adz2NB (2 YSS to getyddpleSof iizBeditdy inipdsiNgEofditiangand
sanctionsltwas, shesay®f A1 S a3SGiAy3a oNRSYAS LRAyiGaég F2NI ON
What Stephanieexperienced when she applied foenefitswas a welfaresystem in chags
as it waseingredesignedn ways whictsought to deter people from making clainfs we will see,
the stigmaStephanieesncounteredwhen interacting withfrontline workers andvelfare agencies
was shocking-owever, hiswas only one element of whahedescribes aanW2 @S NB KSt YAy I f &
K2adAf S S yFapwhhitRigtomPanigdddhe implementationtbésewelfare reformswas an
extraordinarypolitical and media propaganda campaighich sought to manufacturgublic
consent forausterity by stigmatising thosa receipt of relief.
Stories aboutl 6 Sy S T A SedpeddricSsaiitiii@Btephani® & ¢ vdnktiRe she
turned on the radio or television or brushed past a rack of newspapeashopshe would come
acrossWi KAy 3a tA1S (GKSasS LXschiefherw NEA EYISY 3 Rl & 2 AN ¥
GFt1Ay3a Meldstighemachih&hketledStephanidrom every direction keeps
coming, i@ relentless, one constant cycle of judgement, like a knife being stuck repeatedly infd you

Thisunremitting stigmaslowlyeroded Stephani€ selfesteem.She began to feel thaher daughter
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would be better off without herShe started to regularly sdtfarm.She became suicidad L
stockpiled tablets waiting for the right momef
In 2015, a letter arrived alleging th8tephanienad erroneously claimed inconie the form
2F OKAfR (I E ONXBRA ,ardthat thik Beli@fitwad ieifig stoppadyiviiilé anSy G A G f SR
investigation took placé.This stream of regular incomeifca£250 a month) was essential to
service the interest on her debts. Wh&tephanigead this letter, she brokdown:WL &1 & Ay | &
| completely lost it. | was absolutely distraught. | was hitting myself with things. | was scraping my
alAy 2FFoQ
Thatsameday she was supposed to attend an appointment at the job centre, so she rang
YR SELX FAYSR (G2 GKSY G Kutthey thl erthat lafailurelts gtend S NNA 6 £ S
would be taken asvidenceshe was unwilling to work, artiat she would be sanctioned
potentiallylosing her right to claim benefits for up toreeyearsh W{ 2> L 2dzad 3JI20G Ay I
illegally in the middle of the street outside the job centre. | was hysterical. | was bleeding. The
aSOdzNAGe 3Fda NR t221SR 4 YS FyR &aFAR L 0O2dzZ RyQi
signingonwithc¥S 2dzi aARS 2F (KS o6dAftRAY3I gAGK (GKS F2 NI
The job coaclR A Ry Qi Steplénlefe simipdyhanded her a pen, and she signed on in
GKS aid NBS i dlodd tripped all dvar Thy Saper. Rwill never forgefit b 2 6 2 Ré SELINB & 3
concern or wornfor Stephanieas she stood outside the job centre with blood dripping from her
wrists and arms. Nobody attempted to sooth her, to calm her. Nobody called for medical assistance.
Whenl ask her why nobody did any of these things, she,sdpbodycaredQ he{saysW, 2 dz Sy R dzLJ
y20 FTSStAy3a KdzYlys tA1S €2dz R29Qly KBS SKRI NR A&zl
RSKdzYF yAaSRQ (KIF{d @2dz 6S3IAYy (2 LISNOSAQPS e&2dz2NBSE T
While Stephanids describing thiso me, her wice is breaking and her body is shaking. | stop

K SNJ | y@R watrledtiat réalling this trauma is repeating the hafm
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{ KS NJXtlalfiep@nd &psyghotherapist said to me that sometimes it helps to write
down negative thoughts rather than kedfpem in your head, so what | ended up doing was writing a

fAad 2F RSaQahdidnkirechllitheen Y& asSt TQ

waste of space

failure

freak

useless

burden

scrounger

gL aisS 2F¥ 2Ee3SyX

A whole list of negative things.

She continues®henonedayd G F NIi SR (2 Odzi (GKS g2NRa FTNRY (KS f
YeasStTFs LQft R2 G(GKAA 2yS GKAA GAYSHW whoyau & 6NRGAY
perceive as looking atyou likethat a1 y2 63 €2dz R2y Qi KI @@owmpat G St f Y S
82d2QNB G(KAY(Ay3s odzi R2yQUé GIKAY] L R2yQli 1y26 0K

When | arrived home after my conversation wikephanie | lay down on my bed and wept

for a long time.

[A] A vigorous and relentless assault upon human dignity

In the foreword to the2016 2017 Amnesty Internationdeport on the state of the worl@ human
rights,! Yy S &Séae@dy Gener@dA f { KSdiGeée 61 NYSR GKFG 6S IINB 6Ad
G261 NRa FYaANASNI YR Y2NB RAQGAAAGS LREAGAOCAQ AYy ¢

and relentless assault from powerful narratives of blame, fear and scapegoating, propagated by
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thoseg K2 a2dza3Kad G2 G 1W200NPGIaA KWK S yIRiNS R &3 6D R S NE
politicians wagered their future power on narratives of fear and disunity, pinning blame on the
G20KSNE F2NJ GKS NBIf 2N YIy@Fl OGdz2NBR INASOI yOSa
It is the thesis oStigmali K G Ay 2NRSNJ G2 O02dzyiSNJ 4KS W@AI2]
human dignitythat is a major characteristic aurrent global authoritarian turnwe require a better
understanding of how stigma is propagated as a governmeatdinology of division and
dehumanisationWe need to track the role played lgtigma politic§in producing the toxic climate
of fear and hatred that is enveloping and dividing societies and communitiesieed toexamine
how BtigmapowerQs crafted and cultivated as a meandefearingpolitical capital We needa
better understanding also dhe waysin whichthis divisive politicgets under the skin of those it
subjugateshow this statecultivated stigmachangeghe ways in which people think about
themselves and otherg corroding compassion, crushing hope, weakersagial solidarity.
Stigmaseekgo enrich sociological understandings of stigma as a concept, idea, material
force and practice. It hopes also to enliven wider public debates about what stigma is, where stigma
comes from, how and by whom stigma is proddand for what purpose&tigmais concerned with
what social scientific accounts of stigma frequently neglect, namaalyinderstanding of stigma as
embedded within the social relations of capitalisamd asa form of power entangled with histories
of capitalism, colonialism and patriarctgtigmastretchesthe frameworks within which we
ordinarily think about stigmadt aims todislodgestigma from the settled meanings it acquired within
twentieth-centurysocial scienceandto disruptthe individualistic ahistoricaland politically
anaesthetisedonceptualisations aftigma inherited from this traditionStigmais concerned with
undisciplining stigma, with decolonising stigma, and with thinking about stigma within a distinctly
political register.
Thisintroductionis aprécisof key themesand concepts$n thisbook,and dso aguide to the

chapters that follow.
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[A] What isstigma?

InHistoricalOntologyy LIy | F O1Ay3 NBYAYRA dza Iff WYheyOoSLIia
word WtigmaQasthe Oxford English Dictionadefines it, is a figurative noun that meaas
WRAZGAYIdZAEAKAY T YENY 2N OKEFENI OGSNRAGAD 02F | o0 R
AYFEYRT || aAa3dy 2F aSOSNB OSyadzNB 2N O2yRSYYIlL GAZ2Y
Everyday usesf the word8tigm&draw on both these definitionsve employ‘8tigmalo describe
the degrading markthat are affixed to particular bodies, people, conditions and places within
humiliating social interactions.

These two definitions dBtigmawere composed by lexicographersthe Oxford English
DictionaryA Y MpmMc X YR (KS@& R2 h@wordatBufdd SnntreaSiigly ¢ ¢a Ay
psychological meaning from the midentieth century2 y 6 NRa® ! & ¢S st 6 Ay {GS
when people use the terrBtigmaloday, they also tend to use it experientially, to describe the
debilitating psychological efféx of being stigmatised, with a particular emphasis on how the shame
induced by stigma corrodes wddeinganddamages your sense of séifowever,psychological
understandings of stigmaften focus on individual experiences of being stigmatised in waats
occlude an understanding of stigma as a material force, a structural and structuring fpower.
Stigmadevelops anore psychepolitical understanding of stigma, reconceptualising stigraa
form of powerthat is written on the body and gets under the skin.

TheOxford English Dictionaglso defines stigma a8l Y I N] YIRS dzLl2y GKS a
with a hot iron (rarely, by cutting or pricking), as a token of infam§ dzo 2 S Ohis Aitérafl Q
definition emphasises stigma asmaterial practicef bodily marking and subordination. Indeed, it is
difficult for us to imagine activitiethat involveburningd 2 Y S 0 2 R &K 240A [AKSURNHOr
pricking ther skin forthe purposes ofndicatingW?A Yy ¥ Y& Q | Yy R WathHableNRIQAR y QX |

saturated with power.
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To illustrate this definition, th@©xford English Dictionamcludes a phrase penned by the
nineteenth-century LondorTimesjournalist William Howard iMy Diary North and Soutf1863), a
book composed from diary entries and letters written while he travelled in North America during the
American Civil War. The phrase readislvertisements for runaway negroes...the description of
the stigmataon theirpersons ¢ KA LILJA Y 3 & | YR 0 NI ¥ Ris yisa aigmat@taNE | Y R
describe the marks left by torture on the skin of runaway slaves, furnishes stigma with a vicious and
bloody meaning, binding the etymology of stigma to the fbundredyear hstory of chattel
slavery.

¢KS 831t NAIKG 2F 9y3ItAak LIS2LX S G2 26y Kdzyl
established by Englisioloniaistsin the Barbados Slave Code W! vy | Ol F2NJ . SGGSNJ hN
D2@SNYAYy3a 2F bSIAINRBFRROISRciEmHP TRKABR &AOKOS WaKI ff
ChristianXhe shall be severely whipped, his nose slit, and be burned in some part of his face with a
hot iron. And being brutish slaves, [they] deserve not, for the baseness of their conditiom tiied
by the legal trial of twelve men of their peers, as the subjects of Englanédtreeems likely that
the Oxford English Dictionadefinition of stigma a&’l Y I NJ YIRS dzLl2y (GKS &aiAy
K2 0 deiN@syh@art frontheseseventeenthcentury legislative code. Other historiesof
stigmaunfurl from this submerged etymology, histories of torture and slave labour, but also
histories of British citizenship, for in legalising torture what these slave codes legislated is that
chattel slaves and their descendants were not citizeémdeed they were not considered human at

all.

[A] A mark made upon the skin by burning with a hot iron

In Black Reconstruction in Amerig&35),the sociologist WE. BDu Boig1863;1963)described the
LGEFYGAO {1 @S ¢NIRS Fa WHiKS GNFyaLR2NIlFGAz2Yy 27F 0

their mother continent into the newound Eldorado of the West. They descended into.E¥eHrom
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the beginning of this trade in theixteenth century, W9 dzN2 LIS ya (221 O2y i NRf 27

ONI YRAY3I GKSYZI o0dzZNYyAy3I &ae&yYo 2t perrdafienty diy@atised vy 2 6y SN

people as chattel? In 1527 Nzingna Mbemeba Affonso, thealer of the African Kongo Kingdgm

wrote to the King of Portugal asking him to cease the ke S & ONA 0 Ay 3 K2¢ KA & Wof I

gSNBE 6SAYy3I (ARYILLSR Sy Yl aasSs KS 6NRGS WwWra azzy

branded with areek 2 i .1k QiR e/sfiymatised, people were storetprison hulks, barracoons

andfactories(the terms used for the barracks and pens used to temporarily hold the enslamed)

the coast of West Africa, before they were shipped across the Atldrtmse who survivethe

terrors of thsfactory complexand the death ships of the Middle Passagere often further

branded or tattooed when they were auctioned in Caribbean and North American slave markets.

+A2tSydG adaayridralaarzy O2yiAydzSR Ay GKS WL&AEOK2L

G§SOKy2t238 2F (KS FKMWAGSHIIEZ SYRRRESR yR2 Fi &MIK A y i
To understand what thliteral definitionof stigmaadds to our understanding of the

meaning of hiswordz f S0 Q& O2y aARSNJ | shwzhdogbEméETher LI S 2 F |

following is aradvertisement posted iThe London Gazetteeeking the return of a young woman

called Sabinah, who has escaped the stamnahwhile it was docked in London on 6 June 1743, at

the height of British involvement in the Atlantic Slave Trade

A Black Negro Woman, abouineteen Years old, with two Letters on her Breast and

Shoulder, made her Escape out of the Ship Hannah, Capt. Fowler, for Jamaica, the 6th inst.
3283 o6& GKS blYS 2F {0AYFKSE Aa adalRaQR (2 ¢
Whitechapel, Ragrair, NJ w2 0 KSNKAGK® 2 K2S@SNJ oNAy3Ia KSNJI (:
LawrencePountneyHill, shall have three Guineas Reward; or if put on board the Ship again

any time between this and next Tuesday, Ten Shillings Afore.
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This advertisement is one 800similaradvertisementgublished in English and Scottish

newspapers between 1700 and 1780, and receatljected in theRunaway Slaves in Britain

database2 KSy NBIRAYy3 (KS RSAONALIIAZ2ya 2 HfAwoNdzyl gl & af
[ SGGSNER 2y KSNI weNBnlbégin tolastdRtain hivestighn® i8axkE® fiinctioned as a

visual form of identificationthat is, as technologies of surveillance and mechanisms of cagfure

We might also consider the stigmatising gaze these advertisements seek to inculcate in the public

they address. The readers@ifjhteenthcentury London newspapesse beingsolicited to search

for identifying stigmata on the bodies of those they encoun&rcouraged, with the inducement of

financial rewards, to apprehend and return this lost propefilje Ushased Freedom on the Move

database has amassed over 20,000 runway advertisements, many ofavasimilaryW ¥ Sa i 2 2 y SR
with descriptions of scar§, dzNJ/ a = Y dzi A f I G A 2 y2AaSigm@iddenaiRardt | Yy R 4 2 dzy R

metaphoricalin these exampleghese are markghat have quite literally been impressexh people

[A] The coining of blood into capital

In 1663, the Royal Mintin Londonbegarii NA { Ay 3 | yS¢g 3I2fR O2AYy WAy (K
I 2YLI ye 2F wz2elt | ROSy i dzZNBENbpredsed wahyfi figurg & ani NI RA y 3
elephant, these coins were originally made of gold from Guinea in West Africa and were designed

fordzZa S Ay Wi K SAs{DARAK/FES @ G {NO- ysSiaidrothiny didial i the Yuineag

derive its etymology from the West African region of that name, the area from which hundreds of
thousands of indigenous people were seized against their will. For traders in 17th andet@tiny

Britain, the stigmatised African was quite literally a @hit O dzICISIBvgsOvere gh extremely

valuable commodity. Identifying Sabinah by the letters impressed on her breast and shoulder, and

returning her to Cagain Fowler on his slave ship bound for the Jamaican market, would have netted

youas a rewardhe equivalent of £26@n guineas
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The tattoos, brand and whip marks inscribed on the bodies of the enslaved and the

reproduction of these stigmata in the publicipyoduced by slave traders reveal the extent to which

A0A3YE g1 & Iy AyGdSaANFf LI NI.ARSimodeBowns arush Yy SNE 2 F

WOoNYYRAY3 461 a& F YSF&adaNB 2F afl @SNBEX |y FOG 2F Yl

work intheLINR RdzOG A2y 2F GKS aftl @S | a 20 29lkevioldnéel & O2 dz

2F AGA3IYIFGA&lIGAZ2Y 6l a LINIG 2F WGiKS g2N] 2F O2YYVY?2
An example of the branding irons usediarracoonsand plantations can be seen the

Liverpool Museum of Slaverwhile the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York has in its

collection an 1863 photograptf a freed slave called/ilson Chinn, who is branded on his forehead with

the letters¥. B. MQthe initials of his owner sugar planter calledolsey B. MarmilliarThis stigma

archivereminds us ofthe ways in whiclthe catastrophe of slavery was written on tls&ing with

stigmatathat transformed human beings into property, into things, into commadities, and into

guineasAstigmapracticecaptured inKarl MarQ & LIRNKE& SO2Ay Ay 3 2% o6f22R Ay
Thisother etymology of stigma is entangled with the history of the small city of Lancaster, in

which I live. In 1754, a Lancastsorn slaver called Miles Barber established one of the most

significant commercial slaving hubs in the history of British invobrerim the Atlanticslavetrade.

Thislt  ©S 2F K2NNEBNJ 6 a Olodattd®riRonetbCthelids de Ndsa gtodpfolt Yy RQS |

islandsoff the African coast of Guineat the mouth of theSierra Leone River. Over the course of

the following decades Barber developed and managed an estimated 11 slave factories and

barracoons along ik stretch olWest African coastand byl776 was being described by his

O2y G SYLRNINASE a GKS 26ySNI 2% WikKS ANBI G(Sald Ddzr
In the eighteenthcentury, Lancastarvasheavily involved in the Atlantic slauade. It was

the fourth largest slaw#rading centre in England, and Lancastlversdeveloped extensive

commercial networks in the Westdies and Americasmporting slaveproduced goodssuch as

YFK23lFyes adaAlFINE ReSasx aLAOSasz O2FFSS FyR NMzyz |

plantations, and exporting fine furniture, gunpowder, woollen and cog@anments Young men
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from Lancasteslavetradingfamilies worked as agestand factors across the Wesidies Over
generatiorsthesefamiliesaccumulatedand and propertyplantationsand slave. As Eric Williams

details inCapitalism and Slave(§944), slave traderand their descendantdominatedlocal

political life in townssuchag I y OF a4 SNJ W a I f RSNY8%Beinvdsted2tein | y R O
inherited fortunes in the development of local mills and busines8dswas the profits fronslavery

that financed theindustrialisation of England and the development of its civic infrastructure and

welfare estate The history of slavery is the history of capitalism, and it remaintyea8merican

novelist and essayisiames Baldwiput it, Wt A G SNJ f f @ GBRBREGSG Ay It GKIG

[A] Letters of blood and fire

Situating stigma within the historical scenography of chattel slavery foregrounds the violence within
the more passive conceptualisation of stigthat we have inherited fromwentieth-century social
sciences. It binds stigma to practices of bodily markémgl emphasises the role of stigmatisation in
systems of social discipline and punishménk Sy ¢S dzaS (KS ¢2NR adA3avyl oz
use it to mean the literal acts of inscription that this definition suggests. In supplementing the
meaning of sima with this other etymology, | am aware that | atreadyasking you to think about
stigma from a strange perspective. You likely already associate stigma with suffering and cruelty.
Certainly, we know from contemporary social scientific literature stegma often has devastating
STFSOha 2y LIS2 LbeiYdu nightleden ifagine/sigmas & & form of subjection
which is socially embroidered, pressed and needled upon people through hurtful words or degrading
f221a® | 2 ¢S 0SS NFassoSateRtByyiawith physiEaividlendd, use the word stigma to
describe physical wounds or scars, relate stigma to the brandingdrassociate it with the

WHgKANUIMOKA Yy SaQ 2F W FydaladAz2y fF02dzNI®
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If we imagine stigma as a formwablence at allye tend to think ofit as a more nuanced
form of persecution. For exampli 1970the sociologist RobeRinker arguedhat what
distinguishes stigma from other forms of violence, isthat2 8 Sy Waf 26 Q Ya WR Wdzy 20 (
highly-saphisticated form of violence which can best be compared to those forms of psychological
torture in which the victim is broken psychically and physically but left to all outward appearances
dzy Y I N3} Pihkefisbcorrectin liberaldemocratic societies the violence stigma is often
symbolic, diffuseslowandindirect¢ but not alwaysStigmaargues that recoplingthe concept of
stigma toeconomicand materialististories of bodily marking deepens our understanding of the
social political and economitunction of stigmésation. As Michel Foucault suggests, even when
aeadasSvya 2F F2@8SNYYSyid WR2 y20 YI1S dzAS 2F QAz2f Sy

Gt SYASyidé¢ YSUK2Ra Ayg2t gay3 O2 gyRhatysatisSuéthe 2 NJ 02 NNEB

(@]

2Re YR Ala FT2NOS&a> GKSANI dziAfAGe I yYRigiaK SA NJ R2 C
marks people out# is intended either by the scar it leaves on the body, or by the spectacle that

accompanies it, to branthe victimg A G K B4y FI Y& Q

Of the source materials drawn on by the lexicographers aQkford English Dictionatg
build a definitional picture of stigmal, K S dza S 27 A(BKRSdasdriNMNE métks on the
bodies of runaway chattel slaves, is the mbsy’ & (G NHzOG A @S F2NJ dzy RSNAR Gl yYRA Y 3
the concept of stigma. Criticallyhis otheretymology emphasisasie ways in whictstigmais bound
toWi KS @2N} Or2dzaySaa 2F OFLAGIESE GKS OFLAGET AT GA

AYYAEASKRI GA2Y QO

LY / KFELIGSNI hyS WeKS tSytf ¢Fddz22Qs that SEIF YAYS
unfold from histories of stigma. As you will discover, we camliggntangle stigma power from
histories of slavery, colonialism, Empire, capitalism, the history of enclosures, the industrial
NE@2ftdziA2y> FyYyR GKS FT2NXIFGA2Yy 2F O KSritténAinafe@NI £ RSY

annalsof mankindinléeSNB 2F 0822R YR FTANBQ®
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[A] Stigma power

2 KFG A& WVakdatyh yIISBHBENNEIzZSR (KIFG wadgAa3aylr Aa GKS
GAGKAY RSY2ONI GAO a20ASGASAQT yR &Sid Ad Aa NINE
power.%” Indeed, scholarly research on stigma has, until recently, remainedyargpervious to

GKEFEG {Gdzk NI 1 Fff GSN¥SR WiKS NIRAOIE SELI yaAzy 2
upheavals and freedom movements of the rtwgentieth century.® It is this gap in our

understanding of how stigma functions as a fornpofver that this book seeks to address. In short,
Stigmaseeks to make it impossible to thiok stigmaseparatelyfrom power. In this endeavouthis

bookbuilds ona new body ofsocial scientificesearch.

Overthe last decade there has been a growregognitionof the constraintsof the existing
Wxcessivelyndividualisticfocu<bf twentieth-century social scientifiesearch on stigmé This has
led to attempts toxpand and reorient stigmatkeoretical lens to focus on meso and macro secio
Odzt ( dzNJ f “ KdstNipaibaardAddBia dkis BruceLinkandJoPhela2a O2y OSLJiI 2 F Wwa
LR2gSNRE | GSNY (KS& O2AySR (2 epbimt@NIootdloi KS NRf S
SEOf dza A 2 Y Thefeis ah imKostanBr&zaynitionin thisterm that Wtigmaarisesand
stigmatisationtakesshapein specificcontextsof cultureandpowerQ> |y R Ay LI NI A Odzt | NS
deployed in wayshat seek toamplifyWSEA &G Ay 3 AySljdz ft AGASE 22F Ofl aax
This recenfocus2 y W& ( A IsMggestsem&demd crosslisciplinarysocial scientific
consensus on the pivotal significance of stigma in the reproduction and distributswcai
inequalities.Stigmaextends thisvork, but also departs from somaf its disciplinary constraints
for example, | draw more on history than social scienaed@onceptualising stigma as powertiis

book
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Stigmdisation, as | reconceptualise it, igpaacticethat, while experienced intimately
through stigmatising looks, comments, slights, remarks made inttat&ce or digitally mediated
encounters, is always enmeshed with widapitaliststructures ofexpropriation, domination,
discipline and social contrdbtgma isa moreproductiveform of powerthanthat currently

understood in the contemporargocial scientific literature.

| operedthe introductionwith the stigma Stephanie carved into her skas her scars testify
to the entangled relationshipetweenstigma as experience and the governmental exercise of
stigma poweythe consideration ofvhichliesat the heart of thishook Indeed whenlistening to
LJS 2 L3®tigna dtorieQ! grewincreasimly frustrated with the weak understanding of stigma that
underpinsmuchsocial scientifiavriting on stigmag, particularlyresearch irwhichstigma is
conceivedof asbeinga social problenthat can be ameliorated through education, by changing
individual attitudesand/or by teaching the stigmatised how to better manage the stigma pinned on
them (see Chapter Two) grew tiredof hearingthe claimg frequently made in charitable anti
stigma campigns- that challenging the stigma associated with particular conditipfrem poverty
to mental illhealth¢ can overcomeéBarriers to helpseekingviithout an acknowledgement of the
ways in which stigma teliberatelydesigned into systems of socm@bvision in wayshat make
help-seeking a desperate tagkee Conclusion)

In short,much existingesearchon stigma, and social acti@mound stigma brackets off
from consideration the ways in which stigma is purposefully crafted as a strategy of government, in
waysthat often deliberately seek to foment and accentuate inequalities injusticesWhile people
like my friendStephaniemight not alway$e able to successfully defend themselves against the
cycles of stigma and shame in which they become ensnarled, they understand that the crushing
stigma they endure is not simply an unfortunate outcome of illiberal social interactions. That is,
people whoare stigmatisedire cognisaniof the ways in which th&tigma machinedn which they

find themselves entangled have beengineered
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When we begirwith an understanding of stigma as power, sanalsobegin toperceive
stigmaassite of intensive social and political struggland to track often occluded histories of anti
stigmaresistanc® LY RSSRXZ LIS2L) SQ& SELISNASYyOSa 2F o6SAy3 3
wa20A 2t 23A QdeéChapterISEahdyalvitaliedol@e in collective struggles against the

capture of human lives in the exploitatidehumanisingnachineries of capitalism.

[A] Neoliberalstigma power ¢ looking up

Stigma:The Machinery of Inequaliti a sister project to my bodRevolting Subjects: Social
Abjection and Resistance in Neoliberal Brif2ibil3), which developed a theoretical account of
Wa20ALft +o2SOGA2yQ aA | YSFya 2F ONARGAOIlsest @8 Sy 3l
neoliberalism. In the wake of the 2008 global financial crisis tlaadracturing of neoliberal
hegemony this precipitated, many national governments have tipped increasingly towards
authoritarian rule®® As neoliberal capitalism bars its authoritariteeth, the practices of social
abjection | tracked ifRRevolting Subjectsave accelerated. We are currently witnessing the
AYGSYyaArAFAOrdAz2zy 2F gKIG GKS ONRYAy2f23Aad 51 AR
OKIF NI OGSNRAAaSR o0& VYRYA&RNPLYRI Wa NHzZI B RJIzZX ¥ @K yR 41 a
control# TKA & Wy S¢ liddmguiniin avasyréngeiofsocial practices and phenomena, such
asrising prisorand migrant detentiorpopulations, the intensification of discriminatory policiagd
surveillancemeasures, the design of evarore exclusionary citizenship and deportation regimes
and the workfare and sanctions meted out to discipline welfare claimants

Drawing on research in the US judicial system, Mona Lynch describes #ié asd (i S
YIEYFASYSYy (i Qthatd B NH ¥SNHa LIS2LIX S WIFNRY a20A2f23A0L
human beings into a kind of untouchable toxic waste that need only be securely contained until its
FTAY It RAt the 0Riliht 6f Redliberal capitalisih NI OG A OS&a 2F WglkadS Yryl 3

government are accelerating, atdrders, cages, camps and walte proliferating across the face
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of the earth#® One argument of this book is thtite exercise obtigma power is an integral

component of thigunitive authoritarian shift

Stigmabuilds on a small body of researtttat has tracked empirical links between the
amplification of social stigma and extractive forms of neoliberal capitalism, in processes as diverse as
welfare retrenchment, labour precarity, eviction, displacement, social cleansing and gentrification,
anti-migrant politics and punitive citizenship regimes, the proliferation of internal borders and
violent bordering practices. For examp@&i,aham Scambler argues that governmental
WgSELRYATFGAZ2ya 2F adAavYlrQ OFyy2( oéitakmaSy il y3t S
whileYANBGSSY tFHi2y daNHS& dza (2 w3ILT S dzsmt yR SEI Y.
motivate the manufacture of stigm&. W[ 2 2 1 Ay 3 dzZLJQ I f f 2 6 & isdeSignéd2 | & OS NI
crafted and activated to govern populations on multiple scales, as-#dtstigma campaigns and

cultural stigma production cascade imar everyday interactionsvith each other

[A] Genealoges of stigmapower ¢ looking back

Thegovernmental exercise of stigma power is entangled with histories of oppression, and with the

forms of inequality required by different modalities of capitalist exploitation and economic

discipline. What | mean by this, is that institutional, economialasocial policies intent on the

production of grotesque inequalitiggquire diverse, statesanctioned stigma strategig¢lat often

involve the reactivation of stigma along historical linesMichelRolphTrouillotarguesW i NI O1 A y 3

L2 6 SNJ NBIjdZANBA I NAOKSNI gASs 2F KA aG2INghGt £ LINR R
to understand thentensificationof stigmapowerin the current conjunctures S ySSR (2 02 (G K
dzLJQ | Y R .%Pd tBe8elenddhle éhipes inStigmacut a series of historical slices through

stigma power, tracing the ways in which stigma has been exertighé pastto govern populations
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through degrading forms of marking.a& C2 dzOl dzf 4 Lizia AGX 62RAS& YI yAT

SELISNASYOSQr (KS GlF&al Aa (2 SELR#®S K26 062RASE | N

The feminist theorisDonna Haraway describes her genealogical methods as akin to
untangling aballofyarff { KS y20Say WL (KAY] 27F asidnissf ol fta 21
intense implosion or as knots. They lead out to worlds, you can explode them, you can untangle
GKSY> @2dz OFy &2y SkBtgmdng @ppréagh inlioke Yinradellidy @articular
constellations of stigma power, tracing threads of connection, examining how and why particular
stigma figures emerge in specific historical and geopolitical contexts, and in the process making

tangible relationdbetween often seemingly unrelated forms and practices of stigmatisation.

Genealogy is not abowomparisonN} § KSNE | a 2 A€t ALY 2 -GSNJ I NHc
ASNRAIFfA&lIGA2YQ S6KAOK Aa O2yOSNYSR 4gAdiK WiKS NBGN
1y 26t SRB Sninedlisciplinary methothatd SS1a (2 LESIALBSY 2 @Mdew O LIG A
present>3 Genealogical methods allow for new insights into the increased velocity of stigma as a
modality of governance in the current moment of aatktarian neoliberal capitalismndeed, it is
the argument ofStigmathat the knowledge garnered through historiesstfigmapower is critical for
understanding how inequalities are reproduced and, further, that historiesigina power andnti-
stigma struggles might inform resistance to the authoritarian turn that characterises the current
conjuncture.

This genealogical apoach isalsoinspired by the recent work of scholars such as Jenna Loyd
and Anne Bonds, whose research on the territorial stigmatisation of particular black neighbourhoods
in the US (their study focuses on Milwaukee) reminds us that practices of stigitiani are always
SYYSAKSR gA0GK YdzOK 2y 3ISNJ KAaG2NASa FyR aLk dAlft
of scholars such as Jeeaginand Zinobia Bemefield, whose research on the systematic structural

NI} OAay 2F | { KSIHfGKOFINBS RSGFAfA K2g WOSYyldz2NASa 2
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oppression severely limit and restrict access of many Americans of color to adequate socioeconomic

resourcesk YR (2 I+ RSIljdzZ 4S KSIFfd®% OFNB FyR KSIfdK 2dziO:

[A] Stigma and Racism
Stigma is one of the foundational concepts of twentietimtury sociology and the wider social
sciences. This introductory chapter has already strayed some distance from the tongkn
dzy RSNRGFYRAY3a 2F adA3ayYlr AYyKSNAGSR FNRBY (GKAa GNI
fEFPO1 t26SNRE L gAfft FGOGSYR Ay 3IANBIFGSNI RSGEFAE (2
social sciences, stigma is most often associated thighwvork of the North American sociologist
ErvingGoffman (19221982). Onef the mostwidelyreadandcited sociologistsn history, Goffman
wasalreadyfamouswhen his short bookstigma Noteson the Managementof a Spoileddentity
(1963)waspublishedin 1963 HispreviousbooksThePresentatiorof Selfin EverydayLife(1956),
and AsylumsEssay®n the SocialSituationof Mental Patientsand Otherinmates(1961)were best
sellingtitles, anunusualachievementor academidexts.D 2 ¥ F YSkiggh@éonehassoldan
astonishing800,000copiesin the fifty yearssinceits publication. Indeed, my reasdor returning to
Goffmanisthat despitemanyrefinementsof his account, his boois widely considered the
foundational text orstigma, and his definition of stigma continuesbuttresscontemporary
understandings

In the opening pages &tigma Noteson the Managementof a Spoileddentity, Goffman
notes that hisstudywas motivated by the fact that there hasbedtf A GGt S STFF2NI (2 RS:
a0 NHZOGdzNF £ LINBO2YRAGAZY & 2F &AGA3IYE SDespile ®igSYy LINR ¢
O2yOSNY 6AGK WaldNHOGdzZNI £ LINBO2YyRAGAZ2YyAaqQs 2yS 27
unplugs the concepodf stigma from power: both the powenflected micreaggressions of the
everyday social interactions that he was ostensibly interested in, and the larger structural and
structuring power relations which shape the societies in which we live. In order tesslthis

strange absence of power, Chapter Three resitu&igma Noteson the Managementof a Spoiled
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Identity within the historical context of thexplosive politicanovements againstth? K dzY A f A F G A 2 y &
2F NI OALf RA&ONA YA yfmaniwei fis bodkihdaed, fis thafcon@@iondK A S D2 T
this chapter that the 1960s US civil rights and black power movemeités critical revision of
D2FFYlIyQa RSOARSRGtgmarLI2t AGAOLt I O002dzyli 27

¢tKAa OKILIGSNI NBFRa D2FFYlFyQa adAarayr O02yO0SLI
knowledge which here designates not only formal sociological scholarship, but political manifestos,
journalism, creative writing, oral histories and memoirs. Asshall see, the contrast between
D2FFYIl yQa LI2-cokcel, &nd the agcountdifdcial stigma which emerged out of black
FOGAGAAG YR a20A2t23A0Ft gNAGAY3I Ay (GKS al YS LIS
archive offers a radically &ltnative theory of stigma as power, allowing for a reconceptualisation of

the social and political function of stigma ag@ernmental technology of racial capitalism.

The liberal anachormativeunderstandingof stigma inherited fromwentieth century social sciences
hassignificantly contracted the purchase of stigma as an analytic conSégtna: the Machinery of
Inequalityinsists that bringing racism to the front and centre of our understandings of stigma

transforms a weak concept into a powkil one.

[A] Decolonising stigma

&
QX
(V)]

¢CKAAa KAAG2NROI fstigidaddicéptbdigs or® ¥ AIN2PFRYHy @2 Re 2F N
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NEfFGA2yaKALl 0SG6SSy NI OS> &S 3NGsawhamViglge, | vy R
Professor of Sociology at the University of Glasgogues that sociology is replete with origin
myths about its own radical, itical and leftist orientations, myththat2 6 & OdzNBE (G KS W{ 2 OA |
5F NBAYAFYZ Odzf GdzNI £ S@2fdziA2y I NBE YR Sdz3Syia0Arai
thinkers and practitioner$® This is particularly evident, he writes, when we considenthags in

GKAOK WGKS fA0SNIf ¢gKAGS JIFHGSTSSLISNE 2F UKS RAaC

31



SYFYOALIF G2NE ! TNRAOIY ! YSNRA Ol vy StFrexafelidespié BB Sy (i 6
sophisticated understanding of racial stignnacismand racialisatiohdeveloped over a hundred
years of black sociological thought, the conceptualisation of stigma within the white sociological

canon has largely ignored or marginalised this body of knowledge.

Stigma: the Machinery of Inequalitgspondsii 2 DdzZNXY¥AY RSNJ . K YO NI Q& OI f

A % 4 A X

GSN)¥a WwWO2yySOUGSR a20A2t23AS53aQ 4KAOK OKIFftSy3asS |y
O2y aOA 2Adza0RSYAYaAAQISY Sy i G2 Wdzyt SINYAYy3IQ (GKS SLIAadsSyz2
knowledges> YR | OFYyRAR SEIFIYAYLFGA2Y 2F WiKS Y&NAIR 2
vocabularies and methodbkat have shaped the discourses and practices of sogjosince its

invention as a science in the mimheteenthcentury.5?

Stigmacontributes to this decolonising project by reconceptualising stigma threxigting
WYAY2NRGE (y26ftSRISaA 2F adA3YIQ gAIGKAY GKS of O
social history, postcolonial histories and decolonial theory, feminist and disability studies. These
other epistemologies of stigma are particularly insttive because they emerge out of long and
collective struggleagainststigma; that is, they are concerned with challenging the oppressive and
restrictive social norms and ideals which stigma proscribes, and stigma power inculcates. My hope is
that the uncerstanding of stigm#hat emerges out of these rich submerged searhstigma
knowledge might be used by othersinsettle permanentlythe individualistic, ahistorical and
apolitical understandings of this concepibgether, the chapters in this book seekdemonstrate
that stigmatisation is a technology of government, which is embedded in the history of racial

capitalism.

[A] Borders, Walls and Fences
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Stigma: the Machinery of Inequality particularly concerned with stigma as a form of statecraft,
including the role of stigma politics in fomenting ethnationalist hatredsandlegitimating punitive
regimes of citizenship and violent practices of deportation and deterffiem Chapter Tiee, W ¢ K S
{GATYI al OKAYS 27T thistkrugh the leRsS tEepidemic & &tdteYdcighitat

followed in the wake of the 2015 smalled refugee crisis in Europe. This chapter focuses/ents in
Central and Eastern Europe, and the responses of the Czech and Hungarian governments to the
arrival of refugees at their bordert.examines hovthe humanitarian crisis triggered by refugee

arrivals mutated into akacist crisi€as migrantsvere made theocal point for anxieties about

national identity and security. This racist crisis splintered liberal tolerance and social solidarity across
the regionon a scale unprecedented since the 1930s.

One argument o€Chapter Threés that the current authoritarian réurn requires a better
understanding of the historical relationship between statecraft and vBeatbara Fields and Karen
Fields ternracecraft® To this end, this chapter examines how racist understandings of human
difference forged in twentietkcentury practices of European colonialism in Africa and-bBlazi
colonial fascism remerged and converged in public responses to the 2015 refugee ag#ie
racially stigmatised bodies of refugees were employed, both lige(through their incarceration in
camps) and metaphorically (in political propaganda and public speech), to mark out the borders of
the white nation.

Stigma is the fuel that lubricates faght nationalist politics; it shapes the propaganda that
charactrises neoliberal authoritarian forms of rulejdtitimateswhat the sociologist Zygmunt Bauman
terms Human wasteproductionwithin statesand attheir borders®* In short, the propagation of divisive
stigma politics is corroding what remaiof the progressive egalitarian and internationalist
democratic consensus forged withjand between}wentieth-century freedom movementésee
Conclusion)

Alongside theglobala N2 6 G K 2F LINBFAGEFO0f S OF NOSNI 3 LRtAO

to sio waste populationg, from refugees caged at borders (Chapter Two) to disabled people

33



entrapped in their homes (see Chapter Fauthe punitive and dehumanising character of late
neoliberalism has become ever more culturally entrenchiddoughout,Stigma seeks to capture
some of thecultural practices that charactese the intensification of stigma politics in the current
conjuncture, includinghe ascendance of stigmatising media and cultural gengtigmatainment§

in which the public are called upda perform roles as angry and outraged citizens.

[A] The political economy of stigma

We are currently living through a period of capitalist enclosure and extraction, of dispossession and
displacement, as turbulent as that which accompanied the world transition to capitalism some five
hundred years agq a period with which, as we shall sele current conjuncture shares some

significant features. As Silviederici writesW! NB G dzNy 2F (GKS Y2ad @Az2f Sy
accumulation has accompanied every phase of capitalist globalization, including the present one,

andisrealized witi KS Y I EAYdzy 2F @OA2f S¢¥O0S yR adGlGS Ayd SN

Stigmah & O2Y OSNY SR gAUGK gKIG L GSN)Y WiGKS L2t AGAC
namely the role played by stigma power in the distribution of material resources and the
transformation of cultural &lues, the crafting of stigma in the service of governmental and
corporate policy goals, and the cultivation of stigma to extract political and economic capital.
Indeed, stigma production from above accelerates in periods of political and economic tuasaoil,
means of initiating a new round of capitalist accumulation and as a means of containing class

struggles

{GA3Yl Aa F F2N¥Y 2F OflaairAFAOIG2NER @QA2f SyOS
communities. Devaluation creates new opportunities ¢apital¢ a proces®Pavid Harvey terms
WOOdzYdzf | GA2Y 05®As JRedsiaal BRrara deild ih Bey'study of the mass clearances of

WE2g O tdSQ LIS2LX S FTNRBY [2yR2yS OFLAGIEAAY | OOdzy
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public (state2 6y SRUO | daSdasx tFyR YR 6SIf 0K InldeEORIIKEE & :;
corporatization, commaodification, and privatization of hitherto public asSeasbeena signal
feature of the neoliberal proje ¢ KA OK  logen up AedeAekds for Wapital accumulation in
domains formerly regarded ofimits to the calcti dza 2 ¥ LINRigimaisi dor@erried witke tied
role of stigma in opening up new fields of capital accumulation. What | mean by this is that when we
begin to theorise stigma as a form of power embedded within political economies, we can begin to
understand how stigma functions to devalue entire groups of people with the purpose both of
fortifying existing social hierarchies, and creating new opportunities for the redistribution of wealth
upwards®¢ KS AYyGSYaAFAOIGAZ2Y 2F I ROXNAEY IOSRABEAYASED I
services capitalaccumulation’® We might usefully think of this as akin to the shorting practices
employed by stock brokers to devalue stock and destabilise markets deliberately, in order to create
conditions for profiteeing.”t What stigma devalues is people and the places where they live. What
stigma destabilises are local communities and social bonds. What stigma shortens is lives.

Ly / KFLJXiSNJ C2dz2NE W¢ K S | draiv brany expeaai¢ncé@& of woskinga® | dza i
part of the Morecambe Bay Poverty Truth Commission as a guide for thinking the break that
austerity signals from welfaretopost St ¥ NB OF LA G f A&Y Ay GKS . NRAGAa
dzaigthe¥ A R6A TS 2F SOSNE 2fR a20A80G8& LINBIAYIFFE sAGK |
the case of the welfare state, stigma is the fothat isdrivingthe break from the old to the new.

This chapter is a case study in the political economy afnstigtexamines how austerity
was implemented through stat® NI F (i SR &8 FF WX ali A8t ¥hurned b iosive S Q
path through societysettling in institutional formsembedded in the design of social policies, and
infecting the culture, pratices and attitudes of welfare workens considers how welfare stigma has
changed the ways in which the public made evaluative judgements about inequality, welfare,
poverty and needThat is, how stigma was crafted to tutor the public ibidieving that people
living in poverty had chosen their fageand howthe disenfranchisement and distress which have

F2ft26SR Ay GKS 41 1S 2F Odzia (2 &a20ALFf LINBQDAAAZY
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behaviours, indisciplinandshamelessness L (i I NH dzS a -2 (LXK A dhiéritpivdydof Wa G A 3 Y|
aSSAyYy3 LROSNIex KFENRSyYyAy3a LIS2LI SQathesBueulng 3a G2 0
outside the foodbanks now installed in every British town and city, for instance, and the homeless
gatheringon street corners and in doorways. Social movements from below, such as the Poverty

Truth Movement, are fiercely contesting the stigma politics of austerity, and this chapter considers

both the limits and possibilities of resistance.

Understandng stigma as entangled with economic forms of de/valuation and movements of
capitalist movements of enclosure and extraction, enables us to draw parallels between neoliberal
projects such as austerity, in the global North and the kinds of fiscal diseigfid structural
adjustment programmekongimposed upon the global South by Western governments and global
institutions of financial capitalism in the wake of decolonisatfidAs Silvia Federici reminds us,
every phase of capitalist crisis resembles tle&tnin as much as it is the web of sexual and racial
inequalities built within global capitalism itself that enables it reproduce itself. The difference today

isthatWi KS O2yljdzi a i R2 NWorlt BaBland tkeSnte2natidral MSnetkry RIRFE @i K S

[A] Fighting shame

The overarching aim @tigmais to deepen the understanding of stigma as a governmental

technology ofexploitationT (2 RNJ} ¢ ySg fAySa 2F O02yySOlAz2y o0Si
experiences of stigmatisation and tlkeciopolitical machining of stigma in service of extractive

forms of capitalism. In recalibrating our understanding of stigma as an exploitative apparatus, this
bookseeks to make stigma into a more useful concept: a device for thinking more deeplyhalvout

L2gSN) SGOKSAa AGaStF Aya2 "dhilelstgRaisialisaplifig fane)]aNBE a A RSy
form of power that is inscribed in bodies, places and communities in ways that often leave profound

and permanent scars, understanding the wounds @fre as social and political injuries can assist

in the forging of networks of care and solidarity. As the women from Leeds Poverty Commission put
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itinFightngShamé H nMmpLv X GKSANI FAEY Fo2dzi fAQAY3I 6A0GK (K
iYLIRNIFYyG GKFG LIS2LX S KSEFENJ Fo2dzi GKS aKFYSe LGQa

AYALANRY I LIS2 LI 3¢ Silighnhlaszikys beléasisied ykHosé 8 i® fressed upon.

It is the argument oBtigmathat the knowledge garnered through historiessifuggle
againststigma? Kl & A YL NIl yd AYLIX AOFGA2ya F2NJ SYIF yOALI (2
resistance to authoritarian forms of government today and improving our capacity to understand
and resst the divisions which stigma politics are designed to cultivaidis is a task to which we

urgently need to attend, with all thenagination and tools at our disposal.

Reconceptualising stigma has involved thevelopment of a new lexicon of stigma, a
grammar with which to prise open the different modalities and operations of stigma power.
lf2y3aARS RSSLISyAy3d GKS O2yOSLIi 2F wadAadayl LI2sSN

A LRI O KIMYOREE 3 W WIH® P2 kg A @2 QIS KR

(e

adzOK | a wa
these concepts are useful, have traction and take flight, and that you, the readers of this book,
become students also of stigma power, adding your own vocabulary to the language of stigma

power that | have begun to develop these pages.
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[CH]1. The Penal Tattoo

W9 PGSNE LIR2gSNawerRFOf dzZBXy A3 KSRAGESY FANRG 27

The law constantly writes itself on bodies. It engraves itself on parchments made from the

A1AY 2F Alia adoeSOGaoxLid Y184 Ada o221 2dz

Michel de CerteauThe Practice dEveryday Lifé

W9 @Sy | FGiSNI g2 RSOFRSazI G(GKS ZeBKafoRmg¥ | yS
Y

F2NBKSIR Ada a2YSOKAYy3 GKIFIG adAatt KIdzyaa

ParmeshrDevi,a Sansi woman tortured by thieunjabipolice’®

On 8 December 1993, five women were arrested ribarHarmandir Sahifthe Golden Temple) in
the city of Amritsar, Punjab, India. They were accused of a stealing a #flurke.womenGurdev
Kaur, Parmeshri Devi, Mohinder Kaur, Hamir Kaur and Surjit \Wexg,imprisoned for eight days
before being released on bail. A few days later Surjit pilsed up again, and police garlanded her
with shoes and paraded her through a local maéekfter Surjit had been publicly shamed in the
marketplace, she and the other four women were taken to a police station iRtmabagh area of

Amirtsarwhere they vere physically restrained by being tied to chairse police then sent fd¥ |

-t

KFEFYRKStR ySSRfS 3dzy>x YSIyld 7FenyhviyrtheNdorisédKanizi Sy & At & ¢

(pickpocket) on their forehead@Ast  NY¥SAKNRA NBOI f f a Wwadsapo®ers NA 0 KSR

Odzi Qs a2 GKS LRtAOS OKAST W2NRSNBR KAa YSy (2

OGSKAOf S8 HKAOK G(GKS@& dzaSR 02 UGdNYy GKS ¥ OKAYS
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The penal tattooing of the women came to lighlhen they were presented in court some
days later on charges of theft. The police brought the women into the courtroom with their
foreheads covered with dupattas (head scarves),Patmeshri Devi defiantly unveiled her penal
tattoo in front ofthe Judge At the time, nobody inthecoud SSYSR O2y OSNY SR o6& 5S¢0
however a newspaper report on the case in the Punjabi p&jier, crucially accompanied by a
photograph of three of the women outside the cogrtater made the pageof two national
newspapers®

The women petitioned the Punjab and Haryana High Court for compensation for the torture
and humiliation they had suffered and fplastic surgeryo remove the tattoos.Responding to the
newspaper coverage of the case, the Indiational Human Rights Commission of India intervened
and in1994 the court awarded costs for the removal of the tatt@oklowever, the treatment
offered to the women: G | € 2 OF f nwlgedheliedvdl of R tattygo But okly their
overwriting. In desperation, the five resorted to borrowing money for a course of laser treatment at

a private clinic. One of the women, Hamir, died before her tattoo had been fully renfved.

Thepolice officers denied that they had tattooed the women, blaming others in the local
O2YYdzy Alé WTFSR dzLd 608 GKSANI KFoAdG 2F BIAOLLIROTSGAY
However the surviving women continued in their struggle to bring the perpetratorjustice, and
FFGSNI I adl33aSNAY3I Ho @eBtlalBhreal of Invesfigathd événmidiegi A 2y 0 @
to someprosecutions. IDctober 2016, three of the policemen involved received prison sentences
for forcibly tattooing the wordseb létriz y G KS 62YSyQa FT2NBKSIRa®

Interviewed by journalists after the conviction of the police, the women and their families
explained how they haduffered years of police harassmehlt:i KS LJ32f A0S af | LIISR Y|y
of ustopressurise ustonottd A @S &0 (0 S¥SHFKA S 2 ¥iNddrgEpbedo® y t | LILI
KS KFR 0SSy {(ldzyGSR G aOK22f sthaolmatesdvaudatiskj dzSy OS 2

paper notes with the worddein jeb katri da beta hafl am the son of a pickpocket] on hisdb&®
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Parmeshrb S@A Q& &2y 02 Y Y-inindaidd, akzamequinges shéviehededtly T
believes, of the social stigma apdars ofpolice harassment provoked by the case.

In Hindi, the closest word to the English word stigmgddnacl ¢ 2 NR YSIF yAy 3 Wiz
Lddzy OG dzNBxX G2 R20GX (2 YIN] GKS &a1Ay 6A0GK R2Gax (2
T S S f RTHhid dull heaning @fodnaas designating psychological and/or bodily inscription
NEazyldSa Ay (KS hesd @i vitehad hahddQte gofid®aDed ld ai

22 dzNYA § AREIGRY 2 dzy RSNEH2 (2RI dzNB F2NJ GKS LI &d Ho @

[A] Stigma as inscription
In The Practice of Everyday bife a A OKSt RS / SNIiSIFdz NBYAYRA& dza GKI
oFOla 2F Ada &adzeS0GaQs IyR (KIFG GKA& AyaONXLIA?2
In order for the law to be written on bodies, apparatusis required that camediatethe
relation between the former and the latter. From the instrumentssoérification, tattooing,
and primitive initiation to those of penal justice, tools work on the body. Formerly the tool
was a flint knife or a needle. Today the instruments range from the police-man's billyclub to
handcuffs and the box reserved for thecased in the courtroom. These tools compose a
series of objects whose purpose is to inscribe the force of the law on its subj¢atido
him in order to make him demonstrate the rule, to produce a "copy" that makes the norm

legible??

As de Certeau sg@sts, poweis inscribed on bodies in watfsat demonstratethe force oflaw ¢ be
that within more formal judicial contest or in broader sociand culturalcontexts of policing,
discipline and control.

It is the argument oStigmathat the historicainame for practices which describe these

impressions of power is stigmatisatideurther, when we think of stigmata as literal inscriptions of
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power on the body, our attention is immediately drawn to the writing implementsylo is doing

the marking, andor what purpose The instruments used to impress stigma on the other extend
from bloody implements o$tate violence to more symbolic forms of public shaming, including
stigmatising visual and textual representations in popular media. This chapter drathe tong

history of the penal tattoo, and associated violent practices of marking and public shaming to add
depth to an understanding of stigma as a form of power written on the b@déyat emerges is an

incredibly rich and expansive history of stigmaadgnscriptive form of power.

[A] The ancient penal history of stigma

¢ KS Y2 RSaN¥A BrigidgRs inka clutch of Ancient Greek words, derived from the stigt,

meaning to prick or to puncturL y (i K SStig@ra:aratt®aing ahd Branding in Gradoman

Q)¢
O

' YOUAdzA G e @ OmBYINOF Yy RRECF GG22Q o0nwnnnox Ofl aaA0a
received understanding of the meaning of stigma in the GraRoman world. Through meticulous
research, Jonesngovered that in Ancient Greece the vestizowas used to describe ink tattooing
with needles or other sharp implements on human skin, and stigma described the resulting mark. In
short, a stigma was an ink tattoo, @voluntary tattoo, pricked intohumaa { Ay T2 NJ WLISy I f |
LINE LIS NJi & % |AkldNded2aiadSoth€ dilassics scholars have revealed, penal stigmatisation was
WNRdziAYSQ YR WSYGNBYOKSRQ Ay (GKSAS ! yOASYyd 9YLARK
OneoftheFANRG NBO2NRSR dzaSa 2F (KS g2dduryBa@&iA3IY!l Q
poetry written by Asius of Samos, who uses the watigmatiasi 2 RSa ONA 6 S atd Y| NJ] SR
slaves are henceforth regularly and scornfully referred to with words suliteesti (lettered),
stigmatici(tattooed), inscripti(inscribed), angraptoi (written upon).Indeed, in the Graec&®oman

world, penal tattooing was a punishment reserved exclusively for-citimens: slaves, indentured

labourers, prisoners of war, other resident aliens or religious minorities. As Plate imrbhe Laws
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a dialogue on the ethics of government, 'if anyone is caught committing sacrilege, if he be a slave or
a stranger, let his offence be written on his face and his hatids'.

Penal tattooingnvolved theinscriptionof words symbols and sometimesfull sentences
into the skin. These tattoo¥ dza dzI f f @ O2yaAaidSR 2F (KS®RecodS 2F | ¢
2F O02YY2y adGA3YlFa AyOfdRS WeKASTQ 2NI™Mffai2L) YSs L
survived the torture of being tattooed (without antiseptic) you would never be free of the stigma,

(KS WRAZAINI OST KdZYAf AWKKRSE A §Re SERK 6258 ¢ "Dy NBY S @ ¥
0]

Ota 27F I LIS

w»

l'a al N} DdzadGrFTazy NBFfSOGax iKS STT7F

0SSy WRSSLX & ¥ S¥®dedainlg & @ttod an ktha facg @oul§ e peeddifficult to

concd £ Y WGKS 3IITS 2F GKS 2yt 221SN Aad ORNIdzr ftte Ay
Penalstigmatisation was intentionally visible, a public form of inscription designed to

humiliate and inculcate shame. The Greek philosopher Bi@2&x, ¢c. 250BC)described how his

FIFOGKSNI KIR WAY LI I OS§ngeafheBK Azay FKEAGES T O S 3R 200kd8Y SWIUNJ o

K I NA K$fBha Bygadtine chronicler Zonaras recaaasmsefrom the 8th century of twdbrothers,

Christian monks, whodd 5t A 3A2dza 62NBR KAL) 2F A02ya SR (42 (GKSY

L2 SGNB Q G G0 2'28Rr sginfed BsKBebdddusTahdd Beapihanes, these brothers came

to be known by the surnam@rapts.  FNR Y @K LiHeaRn® Erittéh uponPeral

stigmatisation was #orm of bodilyinscription which, as the Roman empendalerius Maximus (AD

14c37) putits G dzNY SR GKS adGAIYFGAASROAYyd2 (KS WAYF3IS 2

Page duBois draws our attention to a plagtten by Herondas in the thirdentury BC, in

No
(p)
puji

gKAOK Wl afr@S Ara GFGG2 2y (KS TZ2mMB®BKSIR gA0K

SR 2dzi o0& I YA&aldNE

(s}
(0p))

Graadz22Aay3a éla + LldzyAaKYSyid Y
AAIKEG 2F KAA LRAAGA2/CEKRS ORI A @S Q2 B &l FOK ST SItALKEA @ Y
underscores the way in which a penal stigmatisation functioned as an injunction to a particular kind

ofselfl] y26f SRISY | Y2NIATFTEAYy3I LldzyAaKYSyid GKNRAdAK gK

Wi yASRYdzNI LI | OSQ Ay | 6 Btyidtisatiomviadthus anbdt §FR a2 OA | 2
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pedagogical violence through which a person was tutored back into a place of unfreedom, and a

means through whickdomestic slaves, indentured miners, soldiemgdbuilders, munitions workers

O2dz R 65 WYIFNL] SR T2NJ £ ATS cétigiiaka signkliSd tHaptatyay A | 2 F

labour(and bodywas owned by anothel®’
This Graecdéromanpractice of writing a crime or criminal sentence into the skdlals a
literal dimension to the practice of being sentenced. As Steven Connor suggests, Wi KS Y I NJ

or pricked or burned upon the body of the criminal, the law precipitates a lasting sign of its action,

l.:.I

%

the letter of the law made actual and pred@#®! a | WNIFIMIYyAR SYSy i 2F 2y SQa

& dzo 2 dz3stiginatigatio Waslesigned to permanently lower your social statl&s-or example, in
Ancient Rome, where slaves could theoretically earn their freedom, a Romdrolawhe fourth-

century AD details that slaves who had been tattooed on account of a crime should never be
allowed to become free citizens. If a tattooed sléaker earned their freedom they were consigned
wi2 GKS 26540 Lk a-OA G MNBSHBiat@c2aNGym®) FlegatbBe v 2 v
stigmatised to a bottom rung in the extant social hierarchy. The letters on your body marked your
exclusion frontitizenship (and rights).

The Ancient Greeks associated voluntary tattooing, undertaken as an aesthetic and/or a
NEfAIA2dza LINF OGAOSET gAGK Wol NBIFNRFIYaAaQ FyR AY
Thracians!! Surviving Greek pottery padys Thracian women as marked with decorative tatt&és.
Indeed, within the iconography of vase painting, Greek artists employed tattoos to visually
differentiate Thracian women, other foreigners and enslaved people from timgirarkedGreek
superiorsL f GW 3 Y| | ,CRistdpheiJoree2sOggests that it iisly because of this abject
cultural association between tattoos and feminised foreign others that the Greeks developed the

practice of tattooing slaves as a humiliating punishméstwe shallee, theassociation between

LJI

N

G2tdzy il NAE& FOljdANBR (Fdd2248 YR WolFINDBIFNRFYEQ &1

the nineteenth century, when the tattoo became foundational to the development of the discipline

of criminology, anditsakcSy i O2yy 20l GA2y&d 2F WOl NDINARIYyAAYQ
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Of FaaATerayd G(GKS WE26SNI 2NRSNBEQ 620K ahdudingy GKS 9
Indial®®

Penal stigmatisation was so entrenched a practice in antiquity thegan to be used
metaphorically as a term of disgrace. The Greek orator and writer Aelius Arigtitied81 BC)
Fdarola ttld2 F2N atlyRSNI 6AGK GKS g2NRa WwWe2dz vy S
322R a GFrGad22SR (KS Y2ThéRoiahPaomia (cidd3sitd)S DNB S a
Ffaz2 SyLwfz2ea adAaayr a | Yied: of mKaddeBburss Mo you Wil (0 K I
remain for good and be read throughout the world, and Cinnamus [an acclaimed historian] with his
OdzyyAy3 ailAfft ¢ A E5TheR@mnan vBitddkdosn a8 KicnotiStigmatidd(e Q ¢
early second centujywas given the name Stigmatias as a teasing reference to his work as a
grammatican, a labour which involved punctuating text; the joke being that it was unimaginable that
a citizen, especially one of such high standing, would be actually stigmatised.thdsérancient
allegorical uses of the term stigmaaththe modernunderstanding of stigma as a symbolic mark of
disgracewas forged Indeed, these metaphorical uses mark the beginning of a traffic in the meaning

of stigma, between stigma as a literal psilment, and the more psychological meanings that stigma

subsequently acquired.

[A] Capturing labour

In the AncieniGraeceRomarnworld, penal stigmas had a specific economic function as a mechanism

for the systematic exploitation of specifidasses of people. That is, stigmatisation was a way of

marking bodies in order to secure an indentured or slave labour foreer. tine, the economic

efficacy of penal tattooing intensified &84 KS &Sy Sy 0SS 2F SEAfS I yRI Y24
WL NI 2F GKS G2dFf LI O1F3S 2¥Mndee hORomankKeStendad®y I € 4 |

LINF OGAOSa 2F LIS GEGAEYSa AEr NIk &yemisidgingwighden (i dzNB R
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masse to generate new sources of slave labour fenthst economies and infrastructures of
expanding Empires.’

In the Roman period, while a penal stigma might still record the namespéeific crime or
infraction, it wasas likely to spell out theype and length of the criminal sentence bequeathed by a
court of law, or the name of the emperor under whose jurisdiction a sentence of hard labour was
enforced. As the classics scholar Mark Gustafson details, there is extensive evidence in late antiquity
of the wordsmetallicae damnationifcondemned tahe mines) being tattooed on the foreheads of
those convicted in Roman courts. People marked in this way were called the metallic. They were

z

Grdd22SRE WwoSIGSy éAGK OftdzoaQ yR OKFAYSRE 06ST2N

[N

outposts, where lhey would be lucky indeed to survive their sentence of hard labtdme Romans
also regularly tattooed captured enemy soldiers during border skirmishes and expropriation of
territory, and tattooed army recruits (evidence suggests mainly on the wristélesocould be
WNBO23IyAaSR ATWiKSe I2 Ayidz KARAYIQO

As the classics scholarship suggests, the meaning of stigma is entwined with slavery, with the
punishment of the enslaved and with the captuwpeopleas unfree labourin Metamorphoses
(The Golden A the Roman writer Apuleiug AD124¢170) describes an utterly abject scene of
f 1 062dNBNE 62NJAYy3I Ay F Lizof AO Ff2dzNJ YAft ® 2 KAL) Y
their heads are haléhaven, and their feet are chainéolgether!?® What marks out these mill
workers as slaves who have been sentenced to indentured labour is their tattooed foreheads
(frontes litterati).

GraeceRoman economieg SNE Waf | S SO2y2YASaQYy wWatl gSa o¢
on the rural esates and in the workshops and businesses of the wealthy, and served them in their
K2Y3$BEISNE Aa | 0SYyRSyoOe (2 WF2NBSGQ GKFG &t @SN
underpinned these oftervenerated cradles dturopearcivilization and democracy. Or rather,
ancient systems of slavery have been mystified and romanticised in ways that disguise the material

realities of enslavement, including the fact théti KS  yOA Sy i DNBS1a yR w2Yl
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af I PAsiFagiRdz. 2434 4dzA38ad0as GKS Wi2NldNI oAfAGEQ 27
GNRGGSY dzLl2y YINJ SR WGKS o02dz"RIINE 06Sis6SSy atl gSa
Penal stigmatisatio®s & LJ NI A Odzf NI & | aa20AF0SR gAGK LIS?2
enslavement. Indeed, penal stigma was often a record of an escape atteriipsome cases, slaves
who had previously tried to escape would be collared rather than tattooed. These slave collars were
iron neck rings which would have been riveted in place, thednscriptionsori KSY W2 TGSy LINE ¢
0KS 2¢6ySNRa yIYST adl Gdzazx 200dzLd GA2yZ I'¥ R GKS I K
{ SOSNIf w2YlLy afl @S O2ffl NA WKI @S 06SSy F2dzyR AY
at least, a metal neck collar was permgh@&2)@nesurviving fourth or fifth-century Roman slave
O2ftFNJKFa + oNRyYyITS G153 GKFd NBFRaY WL KI @S Nxzy
YI2GSN) %2y Aydzzas @& 2 dbLikdttiefadvaitBemsnts@brunawa@chdttél slades A Y @ Q
posted in British and North American newspapers more than 1,000 years later, these penal forms of
stigmatisation signalled commodification and ownership, and were a means of identification,

capture and retrieval.

[A] Threads of racism
In Black andBritish a Forgotten Histor§2016), David Olusoga details a similar fashion for slave
collars in eighteenttO S y i dzZNB dza ddBA i fF & yYNIWa ad 2NJ O2 LILISNE 200k a A 2\

NAGSGSR 2NJ LI Rt 201 SR I NE dzy R A firfway &dettiseehR 02 dzf Ry

posted inTheEdinburgh Evening Courant1727reads:

wlb glre 2y GKS 10K Lyadlyd FNRBY 5N Ddzall @dz
Woman, named Ann, being about 18 Years of Age, with a green Gown and a Brass Collar
aboutl SNJ bSO1 3 2y SKAOK NB SyaNr dSR (GKSasS 2 2NR:

MTHC ®é 2 K2SOSNI I LILWINBKSYRAE KSNE a2 la akKsS Yl e
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Reward, and necessary Charges allowed by Laurance Dinwiddie Junior Merchant in Glasgow,

or by James Mitchelson, Jeweller in Edinburgh.

People like Ann who were collared in Georgian England were evidentially unfree and considered
property 128 Just as in Ancient Rome, these slave coRa& Yl YR Wi KS NBI RSNDRa FGdSs
theabsen?2 6y SN | YR Wl aaSNI (K3 Iesé goiigyiey stignagsétN@ t 2 F 0
collared person as a possession, an obfegtNegro That those stigmatised in this way were not
considered fully human is underscored by eighteeogimtury English @intings such aBatholomew
5 y RNA R 3 SAraund EriNuit AIERskaved Servant and a Dogl725), in which both the
servant and dog are collare®lusogsRA NS Oia dza (2 | wmTtHc FRGSNIA&ASYS
32t RaAYAGK 2y 5dz01 [YS Ay 28ad0YAyadSNDs sK2 aLISc
.frO01a B¥NI523aQ0

The similarities betweethe tattooing, branding and collaring of slaves in theignt
GraeceRoman Empiregnd in Georgian Britain at the dawn of another European Empire, is striking.
In The Invention of Racism in Classical Antiquityn nn 0 X . Sy 2F YAYy Lal O | NBdzS
GKNBIFRaAaQ 27F 02y y-8D0AdAtyeicmEciRorsas worldiahiNddeth scientific
NI OA&aYad ! dacikniis aplendmiid@rddsatican adsume many apparently different
shapes and forms while preserving a remarkable element of continuity which is undeniable, once it
is traced over th© Sy (1 d3NJIMSvaAd ® NI 8> / SRNAO w20Ayazy I NBdzSSa i
NI OAaYs WAla 2NRSNAYy3I LINAYOALX ST AGa& 2NHIYyAT Ay3
O2YYSNDSS YR LRSSNRS Oy 035 T MdNARE {A2yO NIKISA (5 NALI2ALY
for slavery in theAncient world!®? This racialised understanding of slavery in the Ancient world is
KAIKfe O2y(iSaitdSRxY NIAaAy3d l[jdzSadAazya |o2dzi GKS OK
slavery are always racialised. Amongst critical race scholars, the general consensus dglérat m

epistemologies of race emerged during the European Renaissance with Eucgpeasation of the

Americas. Scholars such as Sylvia Wynter, C. L. R James and Aimé Césarie suggest that modern
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racism is coincident witolumbus's discovery of the Weatlles in 1492the expansion of the
West into the New World and the racial genocides that followed.

What we can say with certainty is thaénal tattooing forms part of a long and expansive
European tradition of social classification through degradinm$oof bodily marking, and is linked

SaLlSOAlLtte G2 GKS adAaylrdraarirzy 27 atl gSad w20A

Q)¢

LISNEA&AGSR SAGKAY 9dzNRLISHY | 3 NPEWdalsoknowsBorhdr@hé A 2 y  dzL
penal tattooing of slavesSsNFa ' yR AYRSYyGdzNBR $2N)] SNE O2y dAydzSR
FyGAlidAaGe FyR GKS . @TFYydAyS 9YLANB ®R4yMiethei KS a i RR
advent of thecolonial capitalistvorld orderfrom the fifteenth centurydistinctions betweertitizens
and slaves, civilised and barbarian, capital and labour, and between the propertied and unpropertied
classesedimented in the creation of a neslassed genderedandracialsedsocial hiearchies The
Europeammenwho placedthemselves at the top of this new global racatier exported and
innovated penal stigmatisation as technoiegof classification andubjugation.

In summary, stigma is an Ancient Greek word which originated to dedorited tattooing
¢ words, marks ad images etched into the skin against your will, in ways designed to permanently
lower your social status and curtail your mobility. In a world before ideftiyds, passports, finger
printing, biometric forms of marking, penal tattooing was an impottéechnology of identification,
surveillance and social control, innovated and expanded to aid colonial expansion. Seeing the
tattooed faces of slaves and indentured labourers doubtless functionedexsorising warning to
others, assisting with the tagk imposingorder on the variouslydispossessednddisenfranchised
multi-ethnic classe®f slaves andhon-citizenswho lived within the vast territories of these ancient
empires, andjuelling the freedom dreams of conquered and subjuggiedples. Stigma was also,

then, an importantform of political publicity.

[A] Misogyny and stigma
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Penal stigma also has a gendered historyWomen and Power: A Manifes(@017), Mary Beard

teaches us that women of all social classes were barred fialfh ¢itizenship in the GraeeBoman

world. Even elite women had no independent legal personhood, but existed in a property
NEflFGA2yaKALl 2 YIfS KSIFIRa 2F K2dzaSK2ft Rax FyR (K
F 0GNROdzi SQ 8.9 ClHidersthipSvasyr effeCtdidmiargated by those who had the right to

speak in public (and in so doing could participate in politics), and those who did not. Only free male

citizens could exercise this right. The mothers, wives and daughters of citizemgwath slaves and

foreigners, were prohibited from public speech.

If the exclusion of slaves from citizenship was distinguished by their vulnerability to being
written upon, women were identified by their mutene&%. Beard quotes a secorckentury AD
witSNJ 6 K2 y238a GKFGE WH 62YFy aKz2dAZ R a Y2RSadft e
4 &4KS g2dzZ R 3IdzZ NR | 3 I3 Tierdiis axdiatiohship theh Det@etriftheK SN Of 2
social position of women of all social classes and that of slaboth sexes in as much as they all
SEA&GSR Ay | LINPLISNI& NBftliGA2yaKAL G2 YSyo tI 3§
fA1TSYSR (2 I oNRGAY3I GlotSGx I &daNFIFOS (G2 0S5 alLX
of her husband and m&a i $NID @

LG A&a y24Gd 2ytez a .SFENR NBdSas GKIG 62YSyQ:
GKFG GKA&a LINPKAOAGAZ2Y 2y 62YSyQa aLISSOK 41+ & G NYzy
Greek and Roman literature is replete with examples of wommgively being silenced. The muzzling
of women was publicised in every genre of cultural productidmlegal documents, in philosophy
FYR fAGSNI GdzNBE FyR Ay O2YAO [yR GNY3IAO LIl &aop 22
mocked; they are transformeihito wordless statutes, animals, nymphs, echoes, and they are more
violentlyW & K dziirapedl_atltilated, their tongues cut out.

The parading of gagged and silenced women in antiquity has cast a long shadow. As Beard
GNAGSasz WiKAa edagy offsdnie distanScultuds. Oididintiirt tivé iy be. But | want

to underline that this is a tradition of gendered speakgand the theorising of gendered speakiqg
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of misogyy deepens our understanding of how we might learn from antiquity.

[Insert Figure 1 here: Branked woman being ridden by a man]

[Caption:]C A 3 dzNd® Bidieston# being ridden through the streets of Newcastle by an officer of

0 KS DbPRalpiisardiner 1655.

[A]lWadzZl Tt SR £t A1S R23a&a YR LI N RSR (GKNRdAK GKS aidNJ

The public exhibition of silenced and gagged women continued in Europe for millennia. In medieval

9y At yR LINFOGAOSE 2F WaO2ft RAYy3IQ Ayadzo2NRAYIFGS g2
thirteenth century. The scolding of garrulous women was also spred (oftenin comic guises) in

church woodcarvings and stainggiass windows, in which the women are often depicted with

gorgets (bands of linen) pressed over their mouttig his practice of gagging women is most

RN} YFGAOFEte@ AffdzAGNI GSR 02 emlogesin Britath {aRidé&r o NA Rf S ¢
colonies) from the sixteenth until the mid nineteenth century to torture and publicly humiliate

women whose speechas deemedinruly, rowdyor otherwise troublesome (selégurel, an

engraving based on a witness 1655 accditt¢ KS o NJ y{ &F a LI NI A OdzZ | NI & dz
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women such as widows and paup@nho wereperceivedas¥ RNJ A Y 2y asadkudhdeld NA & K Q
the appropriate control of a ma head of householé*

BranksO2yaAaidSR 2F |y WANRBY FNIYSE2N] G2 SyC
33 2N oAG 6KAOK SyidSNBR % Surwhgbiakks lewéd® NI & G N
that the bit was sometimes spiked with pins, which would have pierced the tongue and the
NE2F 2F UGUKS Y2dzikKed 22YSy aSyiSyOSR G2 GKS oN
YFES WNRARSNR® ¢KS Y20A 2 ycoifuallg @stugpedl the Bt SR+ £ 2
GKS g2YFyQa Y2dziKy WIiGKNBFGSYyAy3a (2 oNBIF] KSN
G2y 3z25 Qo

The riding of the branked woman was a form of street theatre. E. P. Thompson
describes the noise of jeering and clatteringK I & | OO2YLI} YyASR (GKSaS (Ay
LINEOSaaArzyltta | a WNRIuAttHe 2l Bf thE mackid padadle2 y & 2 F
the branked woman would have been made to stand in a market square or village green and
subjected to verbal scornnd had mud, stones, urine, shit and rotten food thrown at her. In
McycX 2yS 5N tf20d é6NARGSa GKIFId GKS OoNIXyl oI a
Fff SEGSNYIf aAIYyawAYlIIAAYIFIo6tS 2F KdzYAf Al GAZY

There is only one known surviving fsind acount of the experience of being
branked,which waswritten by Dorothy Waugh, a servant from Preston in Lancashire.

Waugh, a radical Quaker, was branked by the Mayor of Carlisle for preachingtawién

MCpp P 2adcazai@llater published in a paphlet, which was intended to stir

sympathy and support for the persecution of the Quakewsd itbegins with her arresat

the market place ifCarlislepeforeK SNJ NBY2 @It G2 LINA&z2y | yR | dzS:

Mayor.
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[The Mayor was] so violent & fudf passion that he scarce asked me any more questions,
but calledto one of his followers to bring the bridle as he called it to put upon me, and was
to beon three hours, and that which they called so was like a steel cap and my hat
beingviolently pluckel off which was pinned to my head whereby they tore my clothes to
put on their bridle as they called it, which was a stone weight of & three bars ofron
to come over my face, and a peece of it was put in my mouth, which was so
unreasonabléig a thing for that place as cannot be well related, which was locked to my
head. Andso | stood their time with my hands bound behind me with the stone weight of
Iron upon myhead and the bitt in my mouth to keep me from speaking. And thgdaaid
he would makane an example to all that should come in that name. And the people to see
YS a2 @A2tSydGte 0dzaSR 6SNBE OoONR1Sy G2 GSI NAX!
demanded two pence of everyone who came to see me while their bridle remhaffeer a
gKAE S XiGKS maouto?thadcityavighyt dn, and gave me very vile and unsavoury
words, whichwerenoF A G (2 LINRBOSSR 2dzi 2F ly& YIyQa Y2d
whip me out of the town, from constable to constable to send mk| tame to my own
home 1%
SiviaCSRSNAOA | NBdzS&a GKFG AG A& aAIAYAFAOLYyG GKIFG A
OFLAGlIEAAY a20ASGASas: WIiKFIG ¢2YSyYy | O0OdzaSR 2F 0SA
0 KNR dz3 K (#5KThebrnkingBuSkcadingof woman was part and parcel, Federici suggests,
of a broader movement of capitalist accumulation through enclosure. As we shall see, this process
was characterised in England by the enclosure of land but also invillgezhclosure ofacial
relations As Federici argues the European witeints of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
was part of this project! 6 NJ F A+ Ayad 62YSy X | O2yOSNILSR |
G§KSYZ | yR RSa i NPRThe skigmatisihgpihidhinents metsd @ tdougspoken,

unruly women was, then, part of a deeper and wider political profettapitalist enclosureyhich

52



signalled the hardening of a gendered social contract in which women were understood as the
property of men.

This enclosure of women within the new social relations of the Patriarchal capitalist state
gl & adzZLllLI2NISR o608 VYI D2 dhNH SAAlF WRIAR AR WLEdER Oy 1 W & &
Federici notesW{ K I { S &hdSTanikg 6f the Shrefd593)wai G KS YIYyATSE G2 2F (K
Indeed,publicitywas a central function of these ritual stigmatising punishments. The scolding of
women functioned as a warning to other women to hold their tongues. More than this, the riding of
branked women, the piercingf i 2 y 3dzS4> (KS ¢KALILAYIEA | yR Lzt A0 :
0KS 6AG0KSa LISNARAKSRQI ¢SNB & damBsiicwontriidde@ ¢ KA OK

forged 1%

[A] Branking in the twentyfirst century
More than traces othis historypersist inthe misogynistic violence regularly employed to stigmatise
women todayin practices of publiscolding which seek to silence and deter women from political
and public speech. For example, as numerous feminist scholars have detailed, thesasmlbf
media platforms has seen a significant intensification of misogynist vitriol and threats of violence
directed against wome#t® The scolding of women in virtual public spaces extends from practices
involving the use of humiliating, sexist and oftexxsalized epitaphs (cunt, bitch, whore), to physical
threats (most frequently threats of sexual violence and rapéypeech which, adorthy Waugh
describedt, is characterised b¥ile and unsavoury words, which were Hittto proceed out of any
Y I yYo&dzil K Q

These virtual branking campaigns escalate and move offline when sustained trolling
OF YLI A3ya IINBE 002YLI yASR o0& GKS NBfSIFIaS 2F ARSy
addresses or phone numbers, sometimes leading to stalking or phgsitsabf harm This
Wi SOKF2O2HA G (SR fieuEndsitrijger@dnddn Si9ih@rSspealh aiit in public,

often when they raise issues of inequality, but also when they participate more generally in political
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or public debate; as many women politicians and Iplic figures have discovered to their cost.
Indeed, Mary Beard was pmpted to write Women and Power: A Manifesadter becoming subject
to misogynistic trolling campaigns. After | published my bRekolting Subjects received death
threats, includinga suggestion | should be cremated in a gas o¥@m.many women communication
technologies which have ostensibly been designed to enhance, facilitate and democratise public
speech are also experienced as stigma machirgsked with threats of violence.

In short, men continue to use stigmatising devices to brank wogqiat is, to humiliate
them in order todeter them from public speech and terrorise them into silence. As in the
seventeenth century, these twentfirst century practices dbranking weaporse stigma to inculcate

FSENIFYR OdzNIiFAf 62YSyQda FNBSR2YO®

While Stigmafocuses on developing an account of stigma as an inscriptive form of power which
operates through the axis of ragelass, tle penal historyof stigma reminds us thatigma is also a
mechanism of Patriarchal power. It stresses also how ritual forms of humiliation are elements within
the wider systems oftigmatising classifications which accompanied the emergenaenefv

capitalist world orderJust as the scolding of ween intensified with the emergence of the capitalist

state, other stigmatising punishments were devised to punish, control and maurithealised

WE 268N 2NRSNBEQ G6AGKAY 9dzNRLIS yR KSN &Hbdd yRAyY 3
that branking devicewere employed in exactly the same historical period to muzzle enslaved

people on colonigblantations (see igure2).

[A] Slave Masks

Historical evidence suggest that slave masks were sometimes used to subdue resistance wh
people were captured and transported in coffléia€sof people fasted together with wooden

planks, ropes or chains) from the African interior to the coast, and during the holding of people in
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slave factories and slave ships. Slave masks were emphogexioften as a punishment for
insubordination or escape attempts onlonial plantations in the Wegdhdies and Americasnd as
a means of preventing the enslaved from eating crops, ocgdiRA NI S dAy3IQ ¢l & | R?2
method of selfharm andsuicide amongst the enslaveée?

In Plantation Memories: Episodes of Everyday Ra(@6®8), thePortuguese artist and
academidGrace Kilomba explores the historical dynamics of contemporary ragisBurope
through the cultural archive of plantation eraolénce. Kilombantroduces us to a figure from her
childhood,iit KS LJ2 LJdzf | NJ9 & RINJ Bt A ¢ ayf éndldvdd Pémarof African descent
who is usually depicted wearingnauzzle over her mouth and an iron collar around her neck.
Anastacidhas been muzzled, one version of the legend has it, to stop her speaking of her sexual
torture and rape by a plantation ownegilombaargues that the muzzling of enslaved women
WNBLINB DY Ry Al fAaY a || 6K2tSXd LG &daevyoz2fAl Sa (KS
NEIAYSa 2% aAfSyOAydaQo

In 1968, arillustration of a masked and collared womamade by the~rench artist Jacques
Arago circa 181Was discovered in a Rio churchBrazilandg & RA aLJX I @ SR Ay wA2Qa
(Museo de NegrojseeFigure2). This image wamterpreted by many black Brazilians as evidence
for the existence of the mythical Anastaéfalndeed, the display of this single image sae cult of
Escrava Anastacia grip Brakibr many descendants of the enslavEed¢crava Anastacia remains a
venerated figureg adefiant rebellious symbol of the resistance of black wonfesKilomba
suggests, the veneration &scrava Anastacia, the making of shsiaed icons and in her image, is a
means ofspeakingthe history of slavery, colonialisrand of making visible its enduring legacies of

anti-black racism and misogynoir sexual violence.

[Insert Figure 2 near here]
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[Caption:]Figure2: ¥scravd Y | & {éngavihgdf an enslaved woman by Jacques Aragaywho
KS RS&ONAOSat & @l KIS I R&Eigimalylpnat@ihSaugeRirs d'un aveugle: voyage

autour du monden 1868.

[A] The changing meanings of tattoos

While the word stigma has its roots in practices of penal tattooing and slavery in the ancient world,

S R2y QiU 2NRAYIFNARE& Faaz20AlF (S LINI-@thdughSa 2F G G042

interestingly one of the most popular brands of itattooing machines is called Stigma. One of the

likely reasons for the obfuscation of the etymological assamatbetween the word stigma and

LIN OGAO0Sa 2F LISyt GFrddz22Ay3a A& RdzS G2 GKS AyidNp

in the eighteenth century, a word which is primarily used to denote voluntarily bodily inscriptions for

aesthetic or cultiral reasons. In a grourareaking collection of essay#/ritten on the Body: The

Tattoo in European and American Hist@@00), Jane Caplan explains that the Western history of

GFrdaGg22Ay3 WNBYIFAYyAa ol NBte NBaSHNOKSR yR gARSt @
Thefirstd®dzYy Sy § SR | LILISI N} yOS 2F GKS g2NR Wil didz220

cartographeWl YS& / 221 Qa 22 dz2Ny | f EnklsAvowarricediat thekPagffic IKldnd & K A LJ

goupof¢  KAGA yR KS gAlySaaSR ¢ KA U rpgoae owshell G G2 6 A y 3

FYR F 6t 01 Ayl REWNAI&EEBK TNRY! QY FREoBampaziya 6 ¥ Ay RS

KAAG2NA23INI LIKASE 2F GlFdG22Ay3 2F0Sy 60S8S3aAy sAGK K

Frequently mentioned is a young tattooed Polynesian man cMlad Omaiwho had worked as an

interpreter for Cook, and who was brought todtand in 1774. On his arrival, Mai was exhibited to

LI @8Ay3 Odzai2YSNB AY || WadzaSdzy 2F [/ dz2NAR2aAGAS&aQr |

botanistJoseph BanksDuring his tweyear stay in BritainMai wasexamined by scientists,

presented at he court of George Il and to scholars at the University of Camhridge toured

around country estates, and drawn and painted by the most celebrated artists of the day.
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Polynesian tattoos entered British visual and literary culture through paintingsyidgs,
engravings, prints and stories about Mai. The most famous visual depiction of MBiontaait of
Omai(1776) by the fashionable London portrait painter Joshua Reynolds, which was exhibited at the
Royal Academy Exhibition. Reynolds portrays Maidtassical idiom, turbaned and draped in toga
like robes, vith the distinctive tattoos which so fascinated eighteesttbntury London society clearly
visible on his hands and arms. Mai would be the first of many tattooed people displayed as exotic
objectsof curiosity in Europe.

Conventional chronologies of tattooing in Euragescribe how European sailors adopted
and adapted practices of Polynesian tattooing, and began inking themselves as a means of recording
their travels and marking their identitiesxaheir skin. Certainly, by the nineteenth century,
voluntary tattooing was widely practised amongst the working classes, particularly those who lived
and worked on the social margins, such as sailors and travelling labourers. However, a focus on
fashionsfor voluntarily acquired tattoos occludeise fact that practices of penal tattooing €0
existed within Europe in the same peridd.medieval and earlynodern Europe, up to and including
eighteenthOSy (1 dzNE 9y 3f I YRX Ay (2 ¢ KA DKpenalKaSooiggandr Wi | (G 2
branding ofconvicted criminalsvas an established practice.

As/ LI Iy RSGOIFIAfaz WGKS NBfFGABS 6aSyoS 2F Ay,
GFGG22Ay3 @l fdzr 6fS Lz A Y NNy OEE 2A] ANK KX Y Imfy oM B
ONI YRSR 2NJ Gl Gd22SR 2y GKS FN¥Y gAGK fSGGSNER RSy?2
G or GAL was tattooed on those sentenced to indentured labour on galleys, and TP (short for
travaux publicgfor those condemned to hard labour in public works, which might well involve
OGN YALRNIGFGARZY G2 |+ LISyrt O2f2yeod {AYAT I NI &z Ay
vagrant, tothumbd NI Yy Ra 2F dGaé¢ ¥F2NJ Ydz2NRS NEgdatisexhidinalg ¢ F2 NJ 0
and the indigent poot® Judicial practices of penal tattooing and branding continued well into the

nineteenth century. For example, the penal tattooing of serfs (unfree indentured peasant labourers),

was not abolished in Russia untileB3¢¢L y G KS {A0SNAIlIY LISyl f &aeadisSy wL
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convicted of a crime, had the letters KAT ¢atorshnike Y S+ y A y 3 ) tHttdded inta @eira f | @S
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While | was writindgstigma | undertook jury service at the Crown Court in Lancaster, which is housed
inside themedieval Lancaste@astleci KS Y dza Sdzy Ay (KS OlFaaGtsS faz Kz
one of he oldest courts ifEngland, and in the dock thed G A f f mital foRifast désigned to
AYY20AtAAS GKS gNRAaG YR FAYIASNBEQ YR | WoNI yRAY
heated and applied to the brawn of the thumb, identifying the convicted prisoner as a
'malefactor'1¢® It was from this practice of brand convicted prisoners that the custom arose of
requiring those on trial to raise his or her hand while they swore on the bible, so judge and jury
could see whether they bore the mark of a previous conviction. The last recorded use of this
branding iron wa in 1811.
Lancaster waene of the major judicial centres for the sentencing to transportation of
convicts to colonial outposts during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. As | noted in the
Introduction, eighteenth-century Lancaster was also the ftutargest slavdrading port in England.
2 KAES [FyOFradadSNI aft @S GNIFRSNE aKALIIR O0N}YyRSR ! ¥
judicial elites branded and transported the English pooNorth America, the West Indies, and,
after the AmericarWar of Independence, to Australigor a periogdthen, Lancaster was a small but
significant global headquarters for the forced movement of unfree labour across the world.
For the hundred years between 170800 at least 122 ships sailed from Lancastethe
c2kad 2F ! TNAOFIX aSlItAy3 (KSA NincasteAnfeichaptFwe gy S NBE K A |
involved in the capture and selling of an estimated 30,000 people. We casanotinisethe
records of Lancaster ships in the tradantic slave ship databas€’ For example, the slave ship
Thomas and Johrtaptained by Thomas Pajgurchased 152 people in tH&erra Leone estuary in
1768 anddelivered 130 survivors to the slave markeSavanna la Mar in Jamaica, before raing

with a cargo of sugar, rum, cotton, pimento, logwood and 36 planks of mahogany to Lancaster
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Quayi’°This ship was owned by Thomas Hinde, a former slave ship captain, come slawersip
merchant and plantatioimvestor, and twice a Mayor of Lancaster. Indeed, it would be difficult to

FTAYR F [FyOFratisSNI StAGS FNRY (GKAA LISNR2R K288 g8

euphemistically referred to as the Wektdies tradel’*

This mixed traffic and tradie stigmatised bodies underscores the extent to which the tattoo
6FYR ONIYR YINJUO 6l & W LINPYA&AOdz2dzat & GNI @Sttt Ay:3
WY2@Ay3a ftAGSNIEte 2y GKS K2YStSaa oaBASa 2F aftl g
0 NI y a LJ2 NJi B2Roweverytiiede @ré éruRid differences in the meaning and function of these
bodily inscriptions. For example, those convicted in the Lancaster Assizes who were deported from
England with the indelible brand ofcaiminal class on their thumb, travelled as human beings not as
property.The conditions they endured on board prison hulks and ships were wretched, dangerous
and sometimes deadly. Nevertheless, transported people kept their names, and their conviction and
forced emigration vasrecordedc a difference underscored by the fact that Australian citizens can
today usecourt archives to trace histories of transportation in their family trees; an impossibility for
the descendants of enslaved Africans whose redativavelled as chattel (and whose owners
OKNRAAaGSYSR (GKSY 6A0K yS6 ylIYSavd ¢NIyaLRNISR ! TN

(A

QX

LISOAFTAOAGREY AyOftdzZRAY3I GKSANI yIFYSaQT 2yfeée (K
insurance purpos& ¥ésSaidiya Hartmareflects, for the descendants of enslaved Africans

ISy SFt23A0Ft NBA&SIH NIpast tHayhdsbée@Shterafey <0 thdvgveramides/ 3 W
FNBYy Qi tSFlid X [AFS g2NIRa RAAlNLILISUMNERel YR RSalGN
NEYSY6OSNBR FyR tf GKS yIFYSa 27 VisnNdntagtaftetl K 0 62 d
completing a sentence of forced labour, deported convicts were able to earn (or buy) their freedom.

Indeed, those convicts shipped to Virginia fronglnd in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries

sometimes used their freedom to purchase sla¥@s.
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The differential meaning of tattooed bodies in the eighteenth century is exemplified by the
fact that advertisements for public exhibitions of drawings atchings of Mai, whose tattoos were
an object of intense public curiosityf appeared in miekighteenth-century British newspapers at
the same time as newspaper advertisements seeking the return of branded, tattooed, lettered,
numbered and collared chattslavesin 1743, the year before tattooed Mai arrived in England,
celebrity artist and satirist William Hogarth paint&tie Inspectiorwhich depicted the young
A8 LIKAETAGAO YAaldNBaa 2F | xAa02dzyid oAldwhicii KS f SG0G S
fA1Ste YSIyd WwWCSYItS /2y@Ara0iqQo
These genealogies of penal tattooing reveal that practices of bodily marking are continually
shifting, and have multifarious meanings and functions. One argumestigrhais that by
considering penal stigmatisatiors @ dehumanising classificatory technology, we can trace links
between what at first glance may seem unconnected practices. In so doing, we can begin to map the
NREtS 2F LISyt adAaayYr Ay (GKS TFT2NYI &Ky HFR G KS TA 3
Namely the ways in which over many centuries European Enlightenment man emerges as the

unmarked universal category of humanity, against and through which other categories and forms of

human life are marked and measured, valued and judged.

[A] Theencloaure of land

To deepen our understanding of the relationship between practices of penal stigmatisation and

gKIFG . SOSNI Se {1S33a GSN¥Ya WikKS Syidaly3datSR gAyS 2
attention to the history of enclosure¥8In the sixteenth century, merchant capitalism, namely the

trade in and export of goods, including enslaved pepply entrepreneurial merchan{svhich also

involvedfrom the outsetthe expropriation offoreignland) began to combine with the power of the

state. That is, what began as the private enterprise of individuals and companies, developed into

state-sponsored and statgoverned systems of commerce and colonial occupation. The financial
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institutions, banksjnsurance companiedegal systems anthe likedeveloped to support overseas
trade in goods and peopleeshaped the government of English society.

As E. P. Thompson detailsTine Making of the English Working Clé863),the
transformation of feudahgiicultural Englandnto acapitalist state was characteriséy the mass
enclosure of land, a practice that began in the fifteenth century but continued over many centuries.
[ YR SyOf2adzNBa ¢SNB Y2aid AyiGSyairdS nRdzNIRY myimk® S
Ff2yS AG Aa SadAYFdISR GKFG WTFAQOS9TYisnfadsA 2y | ONBa 2
privatisation of landsaw theW 2 LJS y systein@fwRich land was divided and shared amongst a
community) transformednto atenant farmsystem, in which land became the property of individual
landowners, and waworked bywage labourers. As Robert Allen has argued, in terms of
productivitylandenclosures brought few if any benefits, but greatyiched landowners
Critically theseenclosureQdzi 2 FF LIS2LJ SQa NAIKGa 2F kOOSaa G2
freedoms to graze animals, grow crops, gather firewood and hunt for fdwel enclosures also
eroded longestablished customs and moral codes of social provisigtransforming those who
could work into precarious waged workand tenan = YR YI {1 Ay 3 kiR Be s K2 O2
sick, elderly or disabledulnerable to the whims of aristocratic landowners ahdir tenant
farmers 0 WA Y / NI OS Q a Hadvesy(2R13)NidFadaies |58 éhSdsurieem the perspective
of dispossessetlillagers.

AsiKS LI2SG w20SNI / NergtSe NBTESOGUSR Ay wmppns
IANBIFG FFENXYSNAR X (GKS YSy 2F 63 UGIKBNRENDKE KSIiHS Vi
I NEgf Se tFYSyda Wil 1S 2dzNJ K2dzaSa 20SNJ 2dzNJ KSIF R& X

2dzNJ NByiGiax GKSe tSge o6eSI dzyNBBazyl of S0 FAySasz

aSy ¢gAGK2dzi O2yaOASyOSo a §ynerdttibiiigNsthougRS @2 A R 2 -

there were no God at all!l Men that would have all in their hands; men that would leave
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and childrent82

In short, the transformation of Englariato a capitalist society wasfarm of internal
colonisation in as much as it involved the theft of land, and the systBr8ici (. NHzOG A 2y 2 F LIS?2
customary access to independent means of subsistence. This massive act-bégisitted theft
wasimplemented through forced evictions, the use lsfbody penal codeghe innovation of
stigmatising Poor Law#)e introduction of new policing and surveillance measutks,
incarceration of people in workhouses and prisons, mass transportation (forced emigratilbe

colonies) and the use of hunger as a weapon.

[A] Enclosure Propogandists
In the eighteenthcentury utilitarian arguments about the need for greater efficiency in systems of
agricultural production were used by the social elites to justify the enclosure of Emodomic
arguments were supported by the construction of what B K 2 YLJA 2y G SNX¥a WI Y2 NI f
YI OKAYRENBRO®RS Ay (GKS SAIKGSSYdK OSyddaNE | LI y2LX
politicians, journalists and a new middle class of sguidicygurus,argued that land enclosures
were a moral and civilising nsien849 y Of 2 4 dzZNBX LINR LI I yRI LI Ay iSR GKS
OSYGiNBE 2F AYyRAA&OGANE dryyRS OF 2 NFRorexabpieNshayReaqigT1 1
1820), an influential writer on agricultural improvemeng&S &8 ONA 6 SR (G KS O2ayYz2ya | &
YA&AOKAS @2 dza NAsOOMEsA putdSMRLLE SS2de 3 & g A a/ GISRBBSRI Qi 2 y&RS U
became a matter of publspirited policy for the gentleman to remove cottagers from the commons,
reduce his labourers to dependence, pare away at suppld¢amgrearnings, drive out the
AYlFffR2fRSNIDQ

Within this new moral schemat#he village poor were transformed from entitled and

rights-bearing subjects into undeserving populatioHsSR S & A 3y Ay 3 NRB I dzSa3x $K23I dzy
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deceit which may procure from the parish officers an allowance of money for idle and profligate
LJdzNLJZe8sige@ NS & &  INRBgAy3I O2yaSyadz | Y2y3ad GKE

S
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SaaSyidAart G2 NBald2NB Ay (i KBEssdatial NGt dnly hadhBseIBNI & Sy
existing systems of poor relief were perceived as unaffordable (poor rates had inéjtimloiteased

as common land was enclosed) but because the very idea of relief was increasingly perceived as
incompatible with the neveapitalistdoctrine of laisseaire; an ideolgy which sought to enhance

the rights and increase the wealth of the pragied classes by encouraging sslffficiency,

resilience and rugged individualism amongst the unpropertied masses. What this meant in practice
Aa GKS RS@radariarzy 27F 1LIS2L) SQa | O00Saa G2 | YSIad
to sustainthe lives of themselves and their dependerisy Of 2 3 dzNS&a 6SNB | WNB@2f d

F3FrAyald "“KS LR22NRO

As Thompson documents, resistance to enclosures was fierce and sustained. Faced with this
catastrophe people gathered to plan how t@sist the violence wrought upon therRopular radical
movements emerged, as peodigriously debated the pros and consaintinuous agitation, riots,
large-scale organised revolts (including the bearing of arms), and softer tactics of democratic
enfranchisement and moral persuasion. Mass campaigns of direct action saw the levelling of the
ditches and walls which had enclaseommon land, machine breaking, rioting, tthestruction of

private property, and bread riot#s Thompson notes, there were repeaff® 2 R NA 2 G aX WAY |

SOSNE G266y YR O2d GeQ dzZL) dzy At (GKS wmMynna

m
S

[A] Branding the vagabond, badging the poor
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Karl Marx summarises é¢hhistory ofthe Englistenclosures irCapita RSAONAR O AY A K2 g WI =
people [were] first forcibly expropriated from the soil, driven from their homes, turned into
vagabonds, and thewhipped, branded, tortured by laws grotesquely terrible, into the discipline
ySOSaal NBE ¥ 2 NI%AK this référeh& todbariingSsg@edts, penal stigmatisation was
a pivotal technology in these processes of enclosure, deployed to manage the massive social
dzLK S| g fta FyR Oftlaa O2yFtA0ta GKFEG F2tft26SR Ay
access to the means of subsistence.

In a chapter ofcapitalii A (iEloSdy Lefslation Against the Expropriated, from the End of
GKS wmpdK / Sy i dzNE CerinainalddtesRii poorldws weke 2igvised ® apprehend
WYl AGSNI SaaQ YSy YR 62YSy 6A0GKAY aeaisSvya 2F AYR
ElizdbethanRoundsman System, which involved the public auctioning of unemployed; merearly
form of workfare Marx gives the example of a late Tudor lale Vagabonds Act of 154¥hich
2NRIFAYSR GKFG Fyez2yS Ay 9 ycarldénmyidd asaklave hFmzacda (2 ¢
gK2 KIa RSy 2 dzy OB Rhistdt Mandated al sgfiesioRsfigBadiEng punishments,
notably the use of branding irons to mark the skin of offenders: V for vagabond, S for slave. A
subsequent act orderedl K I (brrigible §h® dangerous rogues are to be branded with an R on the
left shoulder and set to hard labour, and if they are caught begging again, to be executed without
Y S NJB3“d e @ise of penal stigmatisation and other bloodgaqticesto mark outthe wayward
displaced, marginal and unemployed continued over the centuries that followigt | want to
emphasise here is thatigma statues and stigmatising practices wieteoduced, as Marx puts it, to
WAK2NISY G(KS (NIYarBRR2Y S ©2dA RAXODSI ¥y 2 RKAFRA OB F(
alA¥aQo

The word pauper, a deeply stigmatisingitY F 2 NJ Iy Wdzy IgNE RUOHRE DG QK LIZ ]
Y2 LINRPLISNI& 2N YSFIya 2F fAQSt AK22RFGamdintdJSNAR2Y RSL

everyday use in the eighteenthentury to describe thenass impoverishmenwhich followed in the
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wake of enclosure®*W[ 221 4 9y 3IflyRQX ONASR (K aSYOSNI 27

(p))

WA gk NYAY3I 6AGK LI dzLISNBZ | yRYWO2y @dzt &SR Ay SOSNE f
Experiments inthe stigmatisation of the poointensifiedas social elites sought to find ways
to deter people from making claims on the parish for relief. During the seventeenth century, violent
physical practices atigmatisation, such as brandingere supplemented with less permanent but
still visible penal stigmas, such as the wearing of cloth badges and humiliating forms of dress. For
example, a 1697 Poor Law decreed that paupers in receipt of alms were compelled to at all times
display aclothbadgg A G K G KS €t SGGSNIt FyR WiKS FANRG fSGGSN
0KSe fADBSRQ dzL)P¥TheseknBdriNdnanfisyias albvied tiep8sgibility of reform if
you were willing to adopt new forms of work disciplitfé
While practices obadging of the poowere formally repealed in England in 1810, badging
continued into other similar practices of social stigmatisatoid public shaming
Practices of badging emerged in concert with new workhouse experimamtexample Lke
badging, these houses of correction sought to use stignm@arceratiorand hard labour to deter
people from seeking relief from the parigithose who had no option but to enter a workhouse
were stripped of their remaining worldly possessiofeiced to wear humiliating uniformsnd had
to undertalke demeaning and often backbreaking work in return for their kébgreadthe
workhouse forthe workhousecoatis a slothful, degradingbadge After amanhashad one on his
back he@neverthesameR> | o6f AyR GFAf2NJ G2t R 22dz2NyIfAad | yR
185129 As Virginia Richmond details, up until the early twentieth century men fkonkhousesn
GKS b2NIK 2F 9y3fl yR it BrgeP &aNdPeddR theisBatoptieiNg Ay  LJdzo f
trouser<*®These practices of badging the poor continue in the govemt of welfare today for
exampleld KN2 dzZ3 K aGA3AYFGAaAy3a YSRAIFI RSLAOGAZ2YyAa 2F oSy
Chapter Four).
In The Great Transformation: The Political and Economic Origins of ou(IBidg),the

political economist Karl Polangigued that the stigmatised figure of the pauper and the market
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FNBES fF02dz2NBENE G KIF G RSwWhatMark mehiit mztdS Nihat @riomMifiadgl £  LJF dzL
people the institution of capitalist systems of government made people radically vulnerable to

povertyt a system of dependence in which only work for the profit of others could secure some

measure of freedom

[A]. Sy i Kdano@iéal welfare stigma machine

In thelate eighteenth century, near famineonditions, and revolts andprisings saw the problem of
paupers beome central to social and political debatEhomas Malthus (17@€3.834), famously
concerned about population growth, argued that hunger, disease (and war) were checks on
L2 LJdz F GA2y &AT S 4 KA OK HendehgropBsgditie totalSboktighdSHeF SNB R 4 A
poor relief, with workhouses used as a place of lagt2eNIi = | NHdzA y3 (G KIF G W& dzNDA O
policies combined with moral restraintsuch as limitations on marriages amongst the peauld
naturally curtail population growth.
Anotherpopularsuggestiorwasthat paupers should be encouraged (or forged migrant
to colonies to release tapayers from the burden of relieEdwardwWakefield (17961862), a major
L F@SNJAY GKS . NARGAAK O2f2yAaliarzy 2F bSég w%SItly
odzf | 2F GKS LIS2L SQIR2WHBREAAGS Y 8 OhadREkebefIR T ( € NP 92Q d
meant is thatforced emigration andettler colonialismmight solve the problem of the growing
pauperisation in Englant®® Of course this implied the seizure and enclosure of overtsedat and
the displacement and pauperisation of indigenous populations.
In contrast,one-man sociabolicy think tankleremy Benthanil748-1882)argued that
deporting paupers to the colonies wags expensive and uncertain enterpriséhe American War of

Independence fsm 1775to 1783had stalled transportatiomf British convict$o North American
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colonieswhichhad created a prison population crisggison hulks (prison ships) weperiodically
overflowing withpeoplesentenced to transportationBentham advocated stead for internal

colonisation by which he meant the building of a vast carceral welfare state within England in which
pauperscouldd S WT I N S®RQSY & KI MIRR T 5 & ¢ She fiash ddtSiled gidds fdad | £ & =

fully comprehensive system efate welfare in Britain, was a panoptical stigma machine.

[A] The enclosure of the poor

In Outline of a Work Entitled Pauper Management Improvest published in serial form in the

Annuals of Agricultura 1798, Jeremy Bentham outline® i KS Y2 ad NI} RAOFf FFyR 02
NEGAaAZ2Y 27F (KS 129242 dikirdordinary Snd SfyingM@rk o2 uliligaRa® ©

speculative fiction, SY 4 KI YQa aO0OKSYS F2NJ FFINXYAYy3 LI dzZLISNER Ay QD
WHKHNDG L2F GKS ylIaGA2y+E ftAGS at20] 6KAOK KFa yz2 7
profitable captive labour forcé®. Sy (i KI YQ& LINE LJ2 & I fofipaupéshalléddos Y I y I 3 S
mass privatisation of welfare, including the abolishment of all eggpiractices and institutions of

poor relief, the ending of all outdoor relief, especially cash payments and wage supplements (as in

the Speenhamland systemj°the rescinding of all existing poor laws and the closure of all existing

prisons, bridle houses, asylums, hospitals, workhoaseorphanages. In the place of this uneven

patchwork of welfare institutions and provisions, Bentham proposed the settindg apg\ational

Charity Company:

The management of the concerns of the poor throughout South Britain to be vested in one
authority, and the expense to be charged upon one fund. This Authority, that of a Joint

Stock Company under some such name as that oNguonal Charity Comparfy?

Benthamargued that his schem@ 2 dz2f R NA R (KS 32 @S NY Whoeibodpgof OS I+ YR

0 KS 0 dzNR S ythedigabled| fReZINayy widows, orphans, felons, vagabonds, beggars, any
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and all who might be a drain ondhpublic purse!! His charity was to be state subsided (a public
private partnership), funded through the existing systems of poor relief (local taxation), but this tax
02208 g2dzd R y2¢ 0S (NI yaTSNNGARO KR ANSSIX IR @Ry G2S . USNEIEK
for the entire management and distribution of relief, having at its disposal the entire sum available
for relief, and functioning solely through the medium of induskn? dzZ'8Taifidtome would be
supplemented by funds derived from private shdn@ders in the companyg Bentham particularly
hoped to encourage smadicale investments from middielass shareholderd3
¢KS &aSGiGAYy3 dzld 2F (GKA& O2YLI yeé ¢2dAf R Ay@d2t @S
2F Saidl of AaKYS Wi ¥ QA drRBThadiytiastyyhouted weneodelledon
.SYUKEYQAa FlY2dza LI y2LIGAONE LINRAZ2Y LXFYyaX 6KAOK
newspaper competition to design a new prison) to incarcerate three thousand people in a single
building.In Pauper ManagemenBentham scaled ughese plansproposing the building &00
industry-houses, which together would form a masspresonlike estate within England, initially
housing five hundred thousand people and rising to one million within twene yearsBentham
estimated that the resident population in England and Wales was nine million, so his plan was to
forcibly incarcerate one in nine people, targeting those who were reliant (or were at risk thereof) on
poor relief; one million people internei undertake forced labour
The National Charity Company wase grantedegalpowers to compulsorily enclose land,
and theindustry houses would be spread across the entiretgoothern England, their location
determined by mathematical division of land tolg R dzOS Wl y SEIl OG Sljdzr t Ade 27
Wi GSN} 38 RAAGHYOS FOO02NRAY I &25EAr arinflas thengadza S | v R
panoptical workhouse with an accompanying farm (or what he sometimes and significantly refers to
asaplantatond y ¢KAOK (2 &aS3aINBIFGSE AyOFNDSNIiSz oNBSR
2 KAES GKS OtASYyidStS 2F . SyGKIFIYQa 2NAIAYIL T LIy
have been convicted criminals supplied by the courts, these mixed welfare institutions recelsde

a vast and diverse clientefeunded up by the company itseFor this purpose, Bentham stated that
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his company would be granted unlimited legal pow&rg dgprelfendingall persons, abkbodied or
otherwise, having neither visible or assignapteperty, nor honest and sufficient means of
f A@St AK22RX | YR RS PAndded,.3S yf YRl YSYAI 2 SH yIINA K SHAQS R
involved the creation of a private police forgene of the first proposals for a national police force
It issignificantin this regardhat Bentham argued that his scheme woudinove the fiscal burden
of paupers from hardvorking taxpayersnd contain the insurrectionary threat to property (and the
propertied classes) posed by the indigent pdstate welfare was imagined from the outside as a
system for policing the poor.
CSYGKEYQA LINRLIRALf & ot tdBy oy eistingpladtiées aizi LINBOSRS
identification and surveillance, such as theistgation andbadgingof the poor. Healso drew on
existing workhouse experiments in England, notdlilg Relief of the Poor Act 1782 A f 6 SNIiQa ! Ol
GKAOK +ff28SR ySAIKO62dzNRAY I LI NR&aKSa (G2 22Ay (G238
friend, thephilanthropist Jonas Hanway was experimenting with similar systems of carceral work
discipline in his Magdalen Hospital for Penitent Prostitutes (opendd%®.2*” However, the
proposed National Charity Company was on a totally different scale, the enserfment of the entirety
2F 9y3Ifl yRQA LJ2woNdcanybingd thepandpticl prisaaktdryOnith the colonial

plantation systerto form what Bentham terme®’ R2YSa #xA O 02t 2y & Qo

[A] Colonse at home

. Sy (i Kentve@cnemewaR SRA OF G SR (2 (GKS LINRPLRAAGAZ2Y S W/ 2f 2
as apauper empire’’®He argued thahisindustry houses and plantations would provide all the

advantages of colosation without the risks which came with the management of foreign

colonies??® Further, his charitable company was to run on the mercantilist principles of the East

India Company,rad managed, like the East India Company, by a Board of Directors elected by the
shareholders?!Indeed,. Sy (i KI Y | KB gatefmmentofsiich &'concern as that of the

LINRLI2ZAaSR blrGA2YyIlf /KEFENARGE /2YLIlye ass@mibR 0SS fA1S
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more absolute government of one Board, and those spread over a surface of country several times
Fa f 1 NBS | &2Bgnghdailhinself Nds ibe dirgctr of this charitable company, a role he
RSAONXO SWS JldZ da{ BB8F (KS t 22NDO
ltisnotabled KI' & . SYGKI'Y LINRLRASR AYUINRRdAZOAY3I | &a8ai
gl AKAY3AQ o0dzaAy3d OKSYAOI t R&@weilatcechndlagyfori KS Tl 0S4
managing the pauper labour force in his proposed domestic colony of industry h&ises.
.SYGKEYQE LIy a the N tholsSEatcBumackaddgb@ur neayagement
(forms of punishment and disciplinginovatedin colonial plantations in India, th&/estIndiesand
North America2?®> Bentham and his brother Samuel had previously spiem: (17867)
experimenting with new systems of labour discipline on a Russian colonial estdkere Samuel
managed a serf labour foréé Indeed, it was on thiRussiarcolony that Bentham hafirst devised
his famous panoptical prison desidentham wanted to refine thesmanagement technique®
0 NI y a F 2 NMvasteypapbldtighsdt@ work machine® ! & KS gNRGST Wb2id 2yS
absolutely incapable of all employment. Not the motion dingert not a steg not a wink not a
whispet 6 dziT YA 3IK{G 6S GdzNYySR (G2 | O02dzyi Ay #HKS gL & 27
Thismarked andcaptivepopulationwould labour for their keep on a delttondage model.
Breeding was to be encouraged by tt@ampany, and children would be held as collateral and
securityq with child labour used to pay off any inherited debts owed to the company. He imagined
paupers (and crucially their offspring) as an untapped treasure trove whose capture and exploitation
would yield dividends for investors in his scheme, calculating that within a short number of years his
O2YLI yeé g2dzZ R 6S02YS LINRBFAGYIF{Ay3dd . SyidKFIYyQa Sy
policy document and a business proposal. He describecolisial stylewelfareda OKSYS a wye
PG2R T Qo
.SYGKEYQa dzi2LIAL g1 a WSHasedthdBoveinménGaRd the KingK A & €

for not adopting his plans, as he lament&8ut for George the Third, all the paupers in the country
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g2dzf R tf2y3 325 KI @S 28H8eyfer, tugrBpdIdbdaeply inflkeycedl S Y Sy (i Q d
the draconian The Poor Law Amendment Act 1&84a(known as the New Poor Lgwgssed into
lawtheyearof By 1 KI YQ& RSIGK® ¢KS myon t22NJ[lFga 6SNBE O
secretary and acolyte Edwin Chadwick.

LYRSSRE . SyidKIFIYQa @GAarzy 2F LI y2LIGAOIE K2dza$:
effectively a blue print for the 1834 Act, whitdgishted for the abolishment of all outdoor relief
and the building of pauper workhouses across Engldihis Act wasas E.P Thompson describes it,
WGKS Y2al adadlrAySR FGGSYLIWG G2 AYLRaS |y ARS2ft 23
need,iNnEngi K KAA (12 NE QD

. Sy i Kpansdiéal workfare scheme hasntinued to cast a long shadow over welfare
policy making in Britaitand further afield. Indeed,. Sy G KI YQa f S3F O& owgbiigaKa KSI
austerity enclosures of theventieth-century welfare commonsand the rise of what Virginia
Eubanks has described®sRA A G f LI2 2 @ dé\2ldpinénaaRigh-tegh tooIS tondark
out, survey profile, police and govern the pog#*

[AlwCt 233SRX FSGUSNBR YR (2NIdz2NBR Ay (KS Y2aid SEI

AsKarlMarx, KarlPolanyi and othemany influentialpolitical economists have highlightetthe

stigmatisedfigure of the pauper, and the constellation of stigmactices innovated to mark out

YR I2@SNY LRLJzA I GA2y A& LI dZLISNAASR o0& OFLAGEEAAY
O02YLX SEQ FNRBY oKAOK BEHoEever, Nib ib kdin&iderdcd thal tBégriavsthig S R
laws and terrorising pushments employed in England from the fifteerthntury to transformand

sort) agricultural peasants into waged labours and paupers bear resemblances to the English slave

codes devised inolonial plantation economieis the Caribbean and North Americkaws which

sought to transform chattel slaves and their descendants Wto S 3N a4 ¥ NBA Y | £ £ @ KdzY |

X FALG 2y 62 Inde2dNhedINP UZHE DA 2F LIS2LIX S tA1S 21 1STFASE
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andthe schemes of people like Sy (i KI YQ&a ¥F 2 NJ of pAupédrigdis8yNdgusds and 2 f 2 y &
plantationswithin Englandunderscoreshe extent to whiclWi KS Sy Of 2adz2NB Y2 @SYSy i
wol a6 O2ylGAydz2zdza ogAGK O2f 2y Al f RA FPtRisiapsratgel 2y | Y F
to consider the operations of this stigma politiost least ast highlights the ways in which racial
capitalism operates through the production of radass distinctiors classificatory distinctions
whichdifferentiallyfunction to encloseand exploit those dispossessed by Hvocates and
beneficiarief colonial capitalism.

InSlavery and Capitalis@ NA O 2 Af f Al Ya y23iSa (GKIFKG o6& WmTtpn
manufacturing town in England which was not in some way connected with the triangular or direct
colonial trade. The profits obtained provided one of the main streams of that accumulation of
OFLAGIE Ay 9y3Ifl yR & KAOK 2¥0ngklaghio BeightdeiitBeenituyy R dza G NA | f
history of Lancaster is instructive in this regard. Tfitgt cotton mills in the Lancaster district were
established ira village called Caton in 1788 a nan called Thomas Hodgson (1¢3817).Thomas
Hodgson and his brother John worked as slave traders for over 30 years. Between 1763 and 1791
they were involved in the capture and selling of at an estimated 14,000 people. Thomas began his
slaving career workiy for the Lancasteorn slaver Miles Barber; indeed, records suggest that the
| 2R3a2y ONRUGKSNE (221 205N (KS Nlgadetaddaftd T WCI O 2
they opened their first cotton mill (see Introductiam Barbe). For a periodthen, these Lancashire
brothersowned and managed these two factory complexes simultaneously.

The Hodgson cotton mills in Caton specialised in the exploitation of pauper child labourers,
transporting children from urban centres across England to work in their @pHisnarily from
Liverpool but also from Londoti® As Karl Marxletails alongside clonial planationslavery, it is
childfactoryt 6 2 dzZNJ ¢ KA OK OKI NJ OGS NRA a SRMakk{geoes flonf T y O& 2 F
C NB R NA Ohe StafR 6fyh@Ro¢t797)who describesiowtheWa Yl € YR yAYoft S FA

OKAf RNBYQ ¢6SH¥ (INROSAZNRER 06BRYaA2YyQa FTNRY LI NR&AK g2
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During the same period, John Bordd {8;1856), another Lancaster man who would twice
be appointed as Mayor of the town, inherited several plantations and over 700 enslaved people in
British Guiana and Grenadi@m his slaverading uncle Thomas Bort@® His inheritance included a
cotton planttion in Guiana calledancastef*® The Lancaster cotton planation was visited in the
mid-eighteenth century by an English physician, Dr George Pinckard, who described it as
WRAAGAYIdZAAKSRQ 08 WiKS »WikgayloRinckaidaroté, Wiesed 2 F G K S
WONHSf G ¥ SKDORY & 59 2dadrationYll yR IEMS WKI NRSYSR Ay al @k 3¢

WRALF G2t A28t ONHzSt 18 Qo

5dzZNAyYy 3 t AyOl I NRQa @A & Afiom thglarBastariplan@®Resdaped.o | Y R |
They were recaptured and flogged. Pinckdas$cribes how hés called on to offer medical
FaaAadl yoSe 2KSy KS FTNNA@S&E GKS YIy KFa | fNBIFRe

around his neck and heavy chainsRihy 3 KA a o02Re& G2 0GKI (28heisoA a Wl Y

I O2yRAGAZY 42 WK2NNAR YR RA&ZGNBE&EAY3I OFy a0l NI

e

0
2yS SEGSyar@dS &a2NBI FTNRY #Ribckardalistiisiepib® & 2 WK R 2¥%3/4a i
AK201AYy3IQ AyaldlyOS 2F WoINDIFINARGEQ KS gAlySaasSR F
America. His published letters welaer used to support the political case ftire abolition of

slavery
[A] The cotton thatconnects, the cloth that binds

Cotton is one of the threads which connects and binds together the lives of thos&uiltahe
gSIFEGK 2F (KS 9 dzNE LIS¥yManifacuked wodllen apdZSithd gGofis/migrdzNA S a ®
sometimes used by slave tradersgorchase people on the West African coadte raw cotton,

picked by the enslaved in plantations, was weighed and baled, before being shipped to the same

73



jdz- BaARS& FNRY GKAOK af I 0% aco&sebddteri@dmBtimesdddt NI SRT U

by ginding up therags of factory workerswas sent back across the Atlantic as clothing for

plantation slavesan industry of recycling waste cloth which was known as the shoddy #fade.

In an art work calle€otton.com(2002),installed inside a formerotton mill in Manchester,
the artist Lubaina Himitrings the ghosts of milworkersand plantation workers into dialogue
through the medium of cotton, paint and word&s Himid describes this project in an interview with

the historian Alan Rice:

[1] imagined the cotton workers in these buildings taking the cotton off the barges that had

come up the ship canal and finding little bits of fabric, perhaps finding a bit of cloth, or a bit

of hair, some kind of thing that had accidently found its way frénSt O2 G i 2y LIA O1 S NI

“

2NJ Of 20KSa 2NJ FASEtR X Ayil2 GKSasS olftSa |yR Yl

up the Manchester Ship Canal, there you get this whole bale of cotton off and you have to

We cannot understand the history of industrial capitalism separately from the history of slavery and
O2ft 2yAlftAaYd 2SS Olyy2G aSLI NI (S JowngdGlavd KGtoNe Q &
on the African coast, and the Lastéreowned cotton plantationg they form part of the same
archipelago oenclosure anaxploitation.As the economic, judicial, political, architectural and
welfare histories of cities like Lancaster attest, the unpaid labour of the enslaved was tloe sdur

adzNLJ dza @I f dz§ 6KAOK &a0GNHzZOGdzZNBR (GKS WFNBSQ o dzi

7 P

Thatis,thd 6 Af A& 2F (K WFNBSO02NYQ 9y3ItArakK Yy G2
unfreedom of others.
LY MycHZX | ,péipitatédby thetAmeafida@idl War, saw the threads of

connection between enslaved cotton pickers in the American South and Lancashire mill workers

0502YS @AarotS Ay LIS2LX SQa SOSNERFE tA@Sa Ay
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co-operative organisations expressing their solidarity with the enslaved through an embargo on

Southern picked cotton, and waves of strike actitiiThese acts of transatlantic solidarity testify to

the fact that we cannotisentangle class struggles in Englgrthe machine breakers, the levellers

YR aid NX {1 S N&-etBniE warkind diabsArofQtie fréédizin truggles of those enslaved in

factories, ships and plantation8s Marx reflected on the tumultuous events of the Lancashire

O2iGl2y P2y 0T yW[2d SYIFyOALI S A0aStF Ay KS G KA
Plantationslavd > Sy ASNF SR | INA Odzf G dzNJ f , ghi#idNdpdile®, > A Y RS

g ISR FTIFOG02NR 662N)] SNA | yR iatertWihed andzéedlogichllyzl IS NE | NB

A8YOA2GA0 StSYSyda 2F | £ NHSN) dzyAFASR®GK2dzZAK Ay

Indeed, chattel slavery and plantation labour were as formative irfdhmation andstructuring of

English class society agthnclosure of common land and the exploitations attendant with the

growth of Industrial capitalism in factories and millée cannot disentangle the history of the

RSGSE2LIYSy (G 2F (GKS OPHEtNAK|I 0SBTRNA (Al & 2y g R R &4

workhousedrom the history of slavery and colonial capitalidthAsRobbie{ KA f f Al Y gNA(GSazx

working class was constitutionalized though empire and its aftermaths; and in this respects, class is

NI OSQF o0& 6KAOK KS YSIOfE alK oK AWKK SINB FRal X NP2 R

Many excellent histories of colonial capitalism have been written by others; see for example
Eric Williams, Catherine Hall, Sven Beckert, Edward Baptist and moreStgmaseeks to
contribute here isan understanding dfiow penal practices of stigmatisatiomhich devalued and
dehumanised peoplaynderpimedthe emergence of capitalism as a world system. | want to turn
briefly to a final twist in the history of the penal tattoo, the moment when thedatbecomes a
building block within the classist and racgtgenicistepistemologies of social scientific knowledge,

before finally returning to India and the stigma machine of caste.

[A] Eugenic epistemologies of tattooing
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In 1864, the Italian scieist Cesare Lombroso, who is often calltéee father of criminology
RSOSE2LISR | KATKE& AyTFitdSyiaAalt GKS2NEB 2he WiKS o2
02NY ONAYAYRYQMOPIcYS BKSKAXS g2N] SR Ibgaly | N¥& R:
characteristic that distinguished the honest soldier from his vicious comrade: the extent to which
0KS €I GG S NFB3Fiom thid initialiagsaciatiRrObdtween tattoos and violent behavioural
traits, Lombroso penned Rarwininspired thesiswhich argued that criminality was a hereditary
trait which linked low class Europeans to savage primitive races. He developed a classificatory
system through which, he claimed, criminality could be read off the body, through th&fidation
of physical traits, such as small skulls, and secondary traits, most esptiathg.

In his bestselling bookCriminal Man(1876) Lombroso argued that the (voluntary) tattoo is
' AGNFy3IS NBEAO 2F WI F2NN¥SNI adldSQx + tINI OGAOS
peasants, sailors, workers, shepherds, soldiers, and especially crififialshort, if the penal
tattoo had long been uselly social elites tariminalise the bodies of the poor, now voluntarily
I Ol dZANBR GFdG22a 6SNBE SYLX 28SR | a Bytésidya 2F ARS
YAYSGSSYGK OSylGdzaNEXZ GF GG22a capBaNsof swaddtdziohweSt & Ay Of
and prisoners and they continued to figure in the more elaborate anthropometric descriptions that

were developed in the later nineteenth century, which by then also incorporated the more modern

technologies of photography & FA Y ISRKRILINAY 1Ay I Qo

Ly W/ NRYAYIWAYSYAy &G yorutnSiap oF yR ! yRNBE S | SNAOKSN
eugenicist stigma thesis deeply influenced the Twentieth century modernist moveifigist.
influence is evidenin the writing of theCzech NOKA 1 SO0 ! R2t F [ 224X gK2aS S
I NAYSQ &MRpmDS duidkEtAA Ll Yy { OK22f 2F Sdz3SyAaldiaid azo0Aa
Odzf GdzNB A& adedyzyeéevYzdza 6A0GK GKS NBY2 JP%Foredbs 2 Ny I Y S

the tattoo wasa symbol of degenerate ornamentatiquar excellence Wl aA 3y 2F (G KS & dzN
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NEOdINNBY OS 2F LINAYAGADS APPRASNBNEWSEKGEKD & 34 PYINR ¥
such as Papuans (people from or originating from Papua New Gainiethe Pacific region, like Mai
we met earlier), criminals and women (womehall social classész Wl NB &SAT SR A GK |

dzNABS (2 2NYyIFYSyid (KSYyas%s gSa |yR GKSANI adzNNRdzy RAY

A modern person who is tattooed is either a criminal or a degenefidtere are prisons in
which eighty per cent of the prisoners amdtooed. Tattooedmen who are not behind bars
are either latent criminalsor degeneratearistocrats.If someone dies in freedom, then he

does so a few years before he would haeenmitted a murder®®

What Lombroso and his followers such as Loos inspired was a eugenicist classificatory gaze, the
foundation for astigma sciencevhich extended from reading the tattooed bodies of individuals to
0KS SYyGANB WRS3ISYSNI GS O dznatzisBe@ndardassih@couidonz NR S NJ
0S ARSYUATASR GKNRdzZAK GKSANI Wil G022 B8&RAth8Yy FANRY YSYy
buildings in areas in which they lived, and the use of jargon in their speech and wrtimgattoo
comes then tdunction as a device which authorises particular ideological, spatial and aesthetic
practices of social cleansing

We canstill see thiseugenicist classificatory gaaework today in the ways in which
LIN} OGAOSa 2F ASYUNRTAOIF GAZ2Y 2 LIPNideédSwe Gak Mgid2zd K (1 K S
trace here is the ways in which the material histories of places (architediui¢ environment,the
zoningand policing of urban spacgare shaped by the developmeot eugenicist racelass
distinctions. IndeedCanales and Herschargue that the history of architectural modernism and
modernist architectural practicgsivot ontattooed bodyof the raceclass other-- giving rise to an
aesthetic of the unmarked, unornamented buildimgpd¥ KS KA GS 6ai N OQliAazy 27F
architecture?® While the implications of tbseinsights are beyond the scope of this book, what |

want to underscore here is the ways in which the penal tattoo not only informs modernist aesthetic
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and valuesbut underpinsthe policies and practices of urbanisatj@md its attendant culture
industries(suchas the white cube of the art world§?In short, this stigma history iascribedinto
the everydaymaterial infrastructures of the built environmen#nd culturesn which we live.

To the history of penal tattooing as a literal practice employed usedadvg $raders and
propertied elites to mark out the bodies of those they wished to humilidejalue capture and
exploit, thevoluntarilytattoo is now used to compose a science and practice of social classification
This in turn informs new ways of segiand knowing, and leads to the development of new punitive
practices of classificatiomyiminalisation policing and social control. These two genealogies of

stigma dramatically combine in the British colonisation of India.

[A] Penal stigma in India

In the mideighteenth century the British East India Company was morphing from trading company

into a colonial power Wi K S / 2 Nildzhislparic, thve Br@isEdst India compang | & W1

dangerously unregulated private company headquartered insmall office, five windows wide, in

[2YR2YS FYR YIylF3SR Ay kgBritish AmaydOffiteyandipyhatéer called a2 OA

Robert Cliveé$® Clive drew on the resources of tli@st IndiZdCompany to fund a vast private army

with which toassumeadministrative control over large swathes of the Indgarbcontinent. This

campaign for the political and economic domination of India began in wealthy Bérsgg@homas

Paine wrotein 1775% WFSIF NJ ' yR G SNNBNJ YI NOK f A jaldraghe v S S NE
FOO2YLIl ye AGZ FFYAYS | YR 2%TK&Ht BGYFEAR{6ERf t 26 Ay
killed an estimated on¢hird of the population in the Bengal, aroutein million people. It was the

largest of a series of eighteenttentury famines in areas of India undbe yoke of the Corporate

Raj as it enclosed India, and bled the region dry.
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tFAYS 6LayQi Ff2y$S Y2y3aid KiAa OdEdEy L2 NI NR S:
.NAGAEAK AY LYRAL | & 2PReportSdbouSieIBdngal faming gauseédBucl I v 1 A y F
disconcertion amongst the British newspageading public that an investigation into ttigastindia
Company was undertaken by the British GovernmémApril 1773, a damning report by a House of
/I 2YY2ya aSt SOl O2YYAGGSS 461 a LINBTIOSR o0& GKS adl
shocking to human nature, that the most infamous designs had been carried into execution by
LISNJF A R& | % R acvudiity,Rhe BddmliaCompany wasa privatepublic partnership
between state actors and businesselitgs Y RSSR 2y S ljdzr NISNJ 2F . NAGAAK a
LYRALF / 2YLJ y &Qereingy Bénkhaniwhb,SsNidtdle dbove, proposed to base the
governmentof his newpanopticalwelfare state on the East India Company, was also a sharetéider.

In 1797, the Corporate Raj introducpdnal tattooing within its judicial systems of
punishment in Bengal, a practice it later extended to other areas in South India under company
control2®*CNB Y G(GKA& LISNA2R 2y gl NRa fAFS O2y@dA0ta Ay .
andcourtbyy KA OK O2y @A OG0 SRQ il 2PIiseenS quitedikly thak Sshokagd & NBE K S | |
labour in wake of famines in Bengal contributed to the decision of the Corporate Ré&joduce
tattooing in this periodCertainly, as the historian Claire Anderstetails, coloniatontrol and
SELI yarzy ySOSaaadliSR wr OKSFLI YRS LINBFSNIof e
AYFNF aGNHzOGdzZNBa 2F 9YLIANBI yR wO2y@Aal0ia KFER (GKS
dzL32 y { K SZ!Nhisliaddénl tlyo@ frce was also transported to other East Ii@hapany
territories and British owned plantations & WO 2 2 £72B8if tattdoad Arduidtied in India in
this period effectively turned you in the property of tbtempany.

t Syt GlFridG22Ay3 sORYDA IdEy KISY RRF 2 F6 R §NBINBG KS d
Lldzy AAKYSY (G Q 61 & o02drf W Odel2 R0 RV2F 0 RENIYSE a YR KdzY A f )
mutilation (amputation of nose, ears or hands) and public shaming (headéhghand face

blackening). The introduction of penal tattooing by the British was also differentiated along caste

lines. For example, serious offenders from high caste groups, siBralasing might be tattooed
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in place of executioA”® Thesepenal tattooswere of course deeply humiliating and a source of
AKFYS®d ' yRSNAZ2Y y20Sa (KS K2¢ aiaGNI(iS3IASa SYSNHSRK
f2¢ G2 KARS 3F2RyIlI il dG226 YINlaAaQE KFEANI gl a Tl &K
defacement andemoval (through scarification) proliferated
By the time the British government took direct control of India (the British 188j8;1947),
penal tattooing was falling out of favour, as it was perceivedtasids with the Britislyovernments
statedcivilisingcolonial missionand a new emphasis on reform in penal systéied in part by
utilitarian thinkers such as Jeremey BentijaAs Anderson notea debatetook placein colonial
Indiaover the efficacy of flogging of convicts, as Huars left byvhip marks on offenderbodies
were a stigmata which made it harder for thamable to find gainful employmerdfter their
release?’> Despite this new emphasis on refoithrough indentured labour)as we have seen
throughout this chapter, the suppression of one form of penal stiggraften accompanied by
emergence of new stigmatising forms of classificatiod gsigma practicesTheBritish continued to
exploit and innovativeshaming punishments, legal sanctions @ugtveillancegechnologies,
particularly by exploiting existing casteerarchiesin India to which they added their own

stigmatising LINE 2 dzZRA OSa | ya&e @ f dzS 2dzRaASYSy i a

[A] The stigma of genetic criminality

InMmy TME GKS . NAGAEAK wle LI &aaSR GKS W/ NAYAYEFf ¢NRXO
F2N) WGiKS NBIAAGNYI GA2YT &adzNBSAtEFYyOS YR O2y(NRTE C
populationsg often known today by the collectivierm Adivas?’’ Under the terms of this act,

WONRYAYl tAGE g1 &8 OASARESTREy RSNEBBNESKHBWSE IOF R a¥MRA &

churas (criminaldy-0 A N¥8 Ra)aQsilt in the implementation of this act a natieie survey and

QX
o

OSyaddza 2F LYRAIFQAa OFadsa | yR ( Ng6mc1o1]), SBNBhENIE 6 |

servant,anthropologist andace science enthusiast was appointed Census Comomissifor India in
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1899, and undertookraethnographicsurvey of the population of Beng&P Inspired by the new
European eugenicist social sciences, Risley employed phrenology;giimgérg and photography
as methods for classifying criminal castes addkto S& @ wA a tf Yére@particlars t R 6 2 N] S NA&
instructed to document tattoosas tattooss SNB dzy RSNE G 22 RX A y1876tReSis, 61 1S 2
da SOARSYOS 2F WRSNBERAUGIFINE ONRAYAYylLIfAGEQOD
hyOS NBIAEAGSNBR a WONAYAYylIf&a o0& O0ANIKQX (KS
administration and policing, which included the introduction of a pass system to control their
movements. Under this pass system people were forced to register, tsossdaily, at local police
stations andwvere frequentlyconfined to specific villageFhesdorms of social and spatial
segregation bore resemblances to the Jim Crow laws in the United Siatresluced in 1877and
the pass systesdeveloped ircolonial South Africko control blackabour (for examplejn 1896
black African men were requirday lawto wearon theirupperarma metal badge stamped with a
numberin order toenter labourdistricts in the Cape)
In India, thosdound in breach of pass laws were subject to fines, beatings and
imprisonment in reformatorieg places of confinement which, as the criminologist Prétiar
argues, bore a strong resemblanceBoglishworkhouseg8!
LY KA& NBaSINDK 2y (KS LRfAOAY3 2F WONAYAYL ¢
reveals that irthe early twentieth century large agricultural and industrial reformatories were
established to intern, reform and skill Adivasi for the labour marikeluding cotton mill$8In
1919, a reformatory prisoffiactory established at the site of Amritsar prison held 8@livasimen,
women and childrenthese people were mainly from the -salled criminal tribe Sansburing the
First World War thiprisonfactory complex effectively functioned as a sweatshigremy Bentham

wouldlikely have described this carceral workplace as a utopia.

CKS LRfAGAOFET aO0OASYyGAad D2LJzZ DdzZNHz RSAONARGSaA

enabling and legitirmting colonial era rule, including the enclosure of land, resources and latour.
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Certainly,it is no coincidence that stigmatising punishments, punitive policing and internment
measureemployedagainst the Adivasi intensified during the same period whenBritish were

actively enclosing the lands in which Adivasi had traditionally lived. For example, the passing of

multiple Forest Acts saw the British government declare ownership over all forested &end

means, amongst other things, to harvest wdod use in the manufacture of railway sleepers. These
landenclosures saw AdivaRiS LINA @S R 2FNIGINA yRA N ARAAF (A Y4 AsyWiR I G KSN
the enclosures of common land in England, the innovation of new penal systems of classification and

surveillance were employed as a technologies of colonial capitalist enclosure.

[A] Indian democracy

When British rule ended in 1947, India became the largest democratic nation state in the Therld.
Constitution of India (1950) was explicit in prohibiting discrimination on grounds of religion, race,

caste, sex or place of birtkintouchability became ariminal offence and Dalits were reclassified as
Scheduled Castes, whitelivasiwere reclassified as Scheduled Trib&stensibly these new

governmental classifications sought to-diggmatise the caste system, and to enable those

disadvantaged by coloaliera social hierarchies to benefit from new redistributive social policies

and legal protections, including programes2 ¥ WIF FFANNXF A GBS I OGA2yQ gKAOK
generations of subordinatio®®l 2 6 SGSNE Ay (KS O2yGSEG 2F KA&G2NAR(
economic, and political inequalities created and justified by the ebased hierarchical social

2 NR S NI X the yiaRy efitd isie®egts invested in the maintenance of this order, these

constitutional doctrines remaid W LI LIS NJ 129N thiedDalitlPafthess (inspired by the US

Black Panthers) stated in their 1973 manifesto:

Under pressure of the masses [thelian Government] passed many laws but it cannot

AYLX SYSyld GKSY® . SOlIdzaS GKS SYyuaANB adkidsS YI Of

who, for thousands of years, under religious sanctions, controlled all the wealth and power,
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today own most of the agricultal land, industry, economic resources and all other

instruments of power8’

CKS / NAYAYLFE ¢NAR0SA !'OG 61ayQid NBLISEHE SR dzyiiAf
NEIAAGSNBR 4 Wo2NY ONARYAYIl-fear@f RS NEBFWASHZEDOAOF & 7
Sarah Gandee note§,KS | OG 461 &8 NBLIX I OSR Wwoé& | aSNRSa 27F LI

z P

GKAOK STFFSOUABSt e NBLINRRIZOSR (K G2Thewrk safne T NI Y S &
IJ2PSNYYSyld 2FFAOSNA YR LRftAOS FT2NDSa 6K2 KIR ad
WNBaLRYyaArotS F2NIAYLIESYSYyGAy3d (GKS 2aiPSytieedof & f A0

these groups are still listed as criminal tribes alige training manuals®

As the researcher and activist IBijoy notes, the spectre of the amlled criminal tribes
continues to haunt Adivasi peoptghe Sansi, Pardhi, Kanjar, Gujjar, Bawaria, Banjara and athers
gK2 WIENBE A0AfTANRY AaXIREMBIRE | &dzal KSOG 32Ixieir | £ £ LISGG @
encounters policand other state actorsAdivasstill endure ritual humiliations, unfounded

accusations, and threats against their family and friet#ds.

Public humiliatiorremains asignal feature of the treatment of botAdivasi and Dalit
populations Social boycotts and sanctions against them extend from restricting access to drinking
water, through destruction of property, beatings, sexual harassmapie andlynchings. Particular
1AYRE 2F @GA2ftSyO0S INB NBASNWUSR FT2NJ ! RAGIFaix | yR 5
and sexual epithets, naked parading, dismemberment, being forced to drink urine and eat faeces,
branding, pulling out of teetlitongue and nails, and violence including murder after proclaiming
g A (i O K*®remimist 2lwlars hawetailed howextreme caste violence, rape and public shaming
rituals areoften targeted at Dalit women in order to demonstrate caste control dvalit men?®®
Throughpractices of gendebased violence, women's bodies are effectively made depositories of
the stigmatising violence of the caste system itsElfis echoes the long gendered history of penal

stigma explored in this chapteand the waysi which misogyngombines withclassism, casteism
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and racismThe history of racial capitalism cannot be separated from regimes of patriarstigma

power functions intersectionally

[A] The stigma machine of caste

In 2016, a new annotated editidBhimrao Ramji Yo SR {1 I NR a Eh&SAnnihyldtidn ofCestep
was publishedAmbedkar(1891cm ppc 0 ¢ & LY RA I OMinislerXoNdving [ ¢ | Y R Wad:
Independence, and in this roleas largely responsible for draftinge new Constituion Ambedkar
was born into an untouchable Dalit caste. Extraordinarily, considering his background and the
period, Ambedkamwas university educated. In 1916, he began a PhD at the London School of
Economics (completed in 1922) and also undertook his formative legal training in London. An
economist, as well gsolitician, lawyerandsocial reformerAmbedkarwas aprolific writer and
campaigner on Dalit and other issues of social justice

In a long essay that prefacesethew edition, Arundhati Roy asks why caste, unlike other
WO2YUSYLIRNINE Fo2YAYylFGA2ya fA1S LI NIKSARI NI OAa
fundameri £ AAY QX KIFayQd o0SSy WLRtEAGAOFft & 2%R Ay dSftf
Roy arguesR S & LJA (i 8ne of Bhé nyost brdtal modes of hierarchical social organisation that
KdzYl'y a20ASG& Klcastepyst@mstff QT dzkR &5 LHF@NMzFAye ' yR OSya

Roy reflects on growing up as the daughter of a fighkte Hindu father and a Christian
motherinpostL YLISNA I f LYRAF gAGK WGKS FTAaaddz2NBa | yR ONJ ¢
which caste was implied amtactised but rarely overtly stated. Reflecting on her childhood, Roy
RSAONAOSAE OFadsS a SOSNEGKSNBI Ay WLIS2LX SQa y I YS
work they did, in the clothes they wore, in the marriages that were arranged, iratigubge they
alLR21SQz FyR &S0z aKS aleéaszs WL ySOSNI Sy32idzyi SNBR
isnotonlythatOl a S WA-02K3RQORYRdINER GKSNBF2NBE wWyz2i Sl ae

eyes, but rather that this erasuf the lived realities of caste discrimination is an integral element
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ofpostL YLISNA Ff LYRAIF Q& yIFENN}GAGS 2F LREAGAOFE Y2RSN
I Wt NP2SO®® 2T !yaSSAayaQo
CNRY |y 2dziaARSNDa LISMNEr$DdNG dadies its drigidsOckandging Y& 2 ¢
historical meanings and formsseein Rl dzy G Ay 3f & O2Y L)X SE (&1 T K26SO¢
of caste are not difficult to grasfy® At its simplest, we can understand the Indian caste system as
WI NI RSB fANYGISE Q INR dzy RSR Ay |y WFaOSyRAy3I aoltsS 27
02y i S¥YAIRG Putsiti KS WiE2L) 2F GKS OFadsS LEBNIYAR Aa Oz2y
entittements. The bottom is considered polluted and has no entitlements but plehduties. The
pollutioncpurity matrix is correlated to an elaborate system of caste 3 SR> | yOSai#NI t 2 0OC
' YOSR1FNJ OF LJXidzZNB&a LYRALFY &2O0AL f -dokefeNI NOKe& Ay
tower with no staircaseand®y i NI yOSQ Ay 6KAOK SOSNEBO2R& A& R22
GSNBE 03N} APYSL) LIS2LX S Ay GKSANI FEtf2G0SR LX I OS Ay
SYydAdtSYSyita FyR RdziASaQzs (GKS OFradsS aeaily NBf A S

SPSNEO2RE LRt A Oheidalf @ibdg of BasBgma hazhfh@of cae.

Thischapter on the penal genealogy of stigimaenedwith five Adivasiwvomen tortured and

tattooed by police with the worddeb Katri These women were all fromdenotified tribe called

{Ftyairs OflFaaAFASR a | WKSNBRAGIF NEOSRealiSgdhey 3 NI OS
Jeb Katrcase, Justice Singhvi, one of High Court Judges who initially awarded the women
OAYLFRSIljdzr S0 O2YLISyal A2y F2NJ GKSANI G2NIdzNBs &t
born with different tags on their heads while the law bends for the@&pHowever, we cannot

understand this story through the lens of economic injustice and the inequalities of claas. W

GKSasS ¢2YSy 6SNB SyaINI SR gAGK ¢l a GKS @Azt Syl a
g2NRaz WTF2NJ I O2 dzNI rejudice tottihugLtabie § BOAEIMRE redlitg inindicOF 4GS LI
g2dZ R KI @S O2dzy i SR I 87lhsteadl, hérdl aghiBo niaBydihdidases & dza G A OS ¢

OFraitsS @GA2tSy0S Ay O2yGSYLRNINE LYRAERB>X (KS 2dzR3AS
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In the context obbngoing state, police and Hindu caste violence against Adivasi and Dalit
peoplein India, what is remarkable about tleb KatrDlF &S 6+ ay Qi GKFG AdG G221
policemen to be convicted, but that there was any measure of justice.&Padlhat this case was
prosecuted is a testament to the courage of these Sansi women, and partidhkrlyf Parmeshri
5SOA ¢K2 dzy @SAf SR KSNJ LISy IA§ Devtdid{jotirgatists in QOL@INIS (G KA 2 d

assume that | was a thief. But tipelice had no right to brand me dsb Katd*Q

[A] Hindu supremacy
| began this chapter with th@eb Katrcasebecause the word stigma has its ancient roots in
practices of penal tattooing which so clearly resonate with the humiliation and torture of these
women at the hands of the police. | wanted to stress thiatent materialpractices of stigmatisation
are notonly historically entrenched forms of ragglasgOF 8 0 S RSKdzYlF yAal GA2y 0 dzi
practices in the contemporary world. Whigparticularly want to underscore here, is thae
stigmatising classificatory systems which continue to undergirdtyeRA 'y &2 OAF f KA SNJI NJ
basedontheselNB LINBa Sy Gl GdA2y 2F (GKS OlFIadadSa Ay 1jdzSadArz2y(
YIEGAGS StAGSa |y R3O Gt@yaipoliics & dasepatauHylnitrctid ford
understandinghe entanglement of stigma power within histories of colonial capitalism.

¢tKS OlraitsS aeadtSy O2yiGAydzsSa G2 KIFI@S Wodzzelyd |
caste describes not discrimination but rathmritural differencesi K I G F 2 N latbids2 OA | £ 31
Fa ¢Sttt a aSLINYGSa LIS2LXS FyR O2YYdzy¥aFrawSa Ay A
SEFYLX ST 6KSy 5FftAGa WGiNASR G2 NIA&asS OradsS Fa Ly
Ay 5dz2NDPlFyQr GKS LYRAIY SadGloftAakKYSyd WAyaradsSrR
Yhternationalded 2 2 RSNE Q F 2 NJ WY Aindeeing @ Stlin afaiydR I0a statéRentT 2 NJ
to the BBClndia's junior foreign minister, Omar Abdullah was quoted as sayingédbatemning
the caste system would equate casteism with racism, which makes India a racist country, which we

I NB 3% midleiedce of castahe Indiangovernmentd K2 ¢ OF & SR YWknkvha Sa o0& oSt f
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sociologists who argued at length that the practice of caste was not the same as racial
RAAONAYAYLFGA2YZ |yR (KI &#¢®ISA WD dab 1 @zNg 2 GindsiB A & 1QY & 1
be employed by Indian elites, who argue that condemnations of the gasted 0 SY | NB WLI2 € A (7
O2NNBOGySaa 32yS YIRQ®

In 2014, Hindenationalist PrimeMinister Narendra Modi (2014present) and the rightving
Bharatiya Janata Par{BJPassumed control of the Indian government. Modi waseltected in a
landslide victory in 2019’ he power base of Bi®firmly anchored in upper caste Hindu support,
and pursues purist caste Hindu policies, an ideolodyinflutva(Hinduness). It is in ééct the
political arm of a protefascistic paramilitary organisation called tRashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS¥6! & t NA &l YOI Ra2PRLBIE A yIR2 ISEERMWMY I F OGABAAGQ F2NJ
w{{Y Iy 2NBHI YAZ&al (A Rsfikelhk British NaZiofial party@t 2aR opRrat@&nioref 2 2
f A1 S bl P7AIn ways Bkindiorother Bidentury farright and ethnenationalist movements in
Europe and North Americathis stigma politicexploits and generates divisions between differen
FILOGA2Yya 2F LYRAIFYQa LR2NBad O02YYdzyAdGASaT GKAA A
the project of Hindu nationalism, and the vilification of Muslims (and otherHous). It is well
documented, for example, that the R$St & N fot 9&igus attacks on Christians, murdering
YAdaaA2yFINARSaE yR OFffAy3 FT2NJ adzaf AYE (2 OK22aS o

Since Modi came to power incidents of communal violence (violence across caste, religious
or ethnic lines) hagcreased exponentially, especially against Muskith®lotably, Modi was the
Chief Minister of Gujarat in 2002, when widespread riots against Muslims broke out in the region,
whichsawthe mass beatings, rapes, and killings of Muslims by Hindu extremistgstimated that
2000 people died and many more were injutiedhis violence®?° Evidence of the involvement of
police and government officiaia these riotshave led to claims that this was a stegponsored
pogrom against Muslims. Both RSS and BJP members were named in reports filed by eyewitnesses

after the riots.
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As Icompleted this chapter, the Modi led Indian government was busy further tearing up
the promises and protections enshrined in the Indian constitution of 194Aulust2019, the India
Government took direct administrative control over the predominately Muslim States of Jumma and
Kashmir, a process which has seen seven miflampleeffectively caged ito the region, with all
communications to the outside world cut off: In short, amassive new statéed colonial capitalist
enclosure of land and people is underwdhe long history of Hindsupremacist caste stigma
politics cemented under British rule continues to play a pivotal role in legitimating violence and

dispossession in thimdia.

[A] Connectedhistories of stigma power

Stigma is an ancient practice, and the word originated to describe tattooing for penal purposes,
words, marks and images etched into the skin against your will to denote an offence or crime and to
signify apermanently degraded social status. By unpicking some threads from the vast history of
penal stigma, my aim in this chapter has been to underscore the ways in which Ancient-Graeco
Roman practices of penal stigmatisation, have not only persisted but haredeployed, over

many centuries, as terrorising governmental technologies. One arguméiigrhaisthat the penal
function of stigma persists not only within the etymology of the word, but within contemporary

forms of social discipline and exploitation.

Understanding stigma as a sogqiolitical calligraphy of subjection, is central to the
reconceptuakation of stigma in this book. Of course, the meaning and purpose of penal tattooing
and related practices of stigmatising marking, and the violence with which these marks are
inscribed, changesvertime andin place.For example, cladsased gstems of midenturedpauper
labour ineighteenthcenturyEngland, castbased penal labour systemseaighteenthcentury

colonial Indiagndthe racialiseddehumanisation of enslaved peopledighteenthcentury colonial
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plantationsare not equivalenphenomena, buthey areneverthelessconnectedsystems of

oppression anexploitation.

WSNBYe . Sy iKEOSYal dawied KLINPS y2iak £ & G2 wo2ft2yAaas |
enclosure of land and the developmentofapridaif YOI GA 2y &&adsS YaupersNJ Tl NI A
plans he first hatched while managing a serf labour force on a Russian colonial estate, is one
amongst many examples of the ways in which the emergence of capitalism as a world system, saw,
over many centuries, a global traffic in stigmatisinggticees, policies, laws for the expropriation

(and reproduction) of labour powe#?

Through a focus on penal stigma, the intention has been to draw out threads of connection
between some of the practices of dehumanisation which were central to the coristitof colonial
capitalist modernity. Indeed, one of my motivations for reconceptualising stigma as a form of power,
is a concern with thinking about thetersectiondetween different forms of stigmatisation. To
RSOSt 2L I yS¢ dzy R SaEnglomémta of Sbcichditical nglatiang that disgipliti
humanity into full humans, netuite-K dzY'k ya 'y R y2yKdzYl yaQ Ay 2NRSNJ G+
hierarchies of person value upon which patriarchal, capitalist, racist and disablist systems of
explotationdepend322 KI & Aa G adr 1S Ay adA3aYlF Aa K2g3 | a
Of FaaATFTAOF(GA2Y 0S02YS (KS32#52S00Ga 2F GKS RA&LIRZAA
Holding to a reading of stigma as punitive practices of bodily inscription is instructive, for
these gaealogies allows us to rethink stigma from the outside in, retraining our gaze upwards, onto
the social, political and economic function of practices of stigmatisation. Certainlycouming the
concept of stigma to histories of capitalism and colasial what we gain sight of is stigmacraft; the
mechanisms through which stigma is produced, and the processes through which it becomes
attached to bodiegand places)by whom, and for whose gain. What emerges from this chapter is
an understanding of stigenas a technique of social classification, a governmental strategy of social

sorting, a mechanism through which inequalities are inscréoedl materialisedg a process Franz
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Fanon termedhe epidermalizatiorof inferiority.3?> In the followingchapters | will unwind some of

these threads of connection further.
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[cH]2. From Stigma Power to Black Power

QPSS 62NYS GKS ylriArAz2yQa &aKIYSoQ
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wp2y3 ¢

W2KY ¢K2YLA2YS OEK2NIIFGA2YyQ

WL FY 60tFO01® L 1y2¢ GKHG® L Ftaz2 {y26 GKIG 6K
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Stokely CarmichaeBlack PowerBerkeley1966%%7

In January 1960, a black teenager called Joseph Mihladlled back from a Christmas visit with his
family in New York to Nort@arolinaAgriculturaland TechnicaBtateUniversity (known as A&T) in
Greensboro??®WhenMcNeilgot backto campushe describedthe busjourneyto hisfriendsy In W
Philadelphial couldeat anywherein the busstation. ByMaryland that had changed by the time |
arrivedin RichmondVirginial wasrefuseda hotdogat a food counterreservedfor whitesxIt wasa
degradingexperiencethree hoursagol wasa humanbeingXthree hourslaterXsomekind of
pariah(3?° Travellingirom the Northernto the Southernstatesin 1960meantcrossingin Erving
Goffmar@terms, from onesocialinteractionorder into another. Arrivingin the Southin 1960meant
immersionin the spatialpoliticsof white supremacymanifestin the JimCrowsignsthat segregated
socialspacesandin the unspoken®Wustom®rkiles ritualsand codes\esignedo degradeand
divide3*°

Jim Crow was stigmali SN ¥ 2 NJ | ¥ NR& O lcgimetoh& dskdGike/shditiands K A O K

for state level and local laws which enforced racial segregation in the Southern States of the US after
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the civil war andhe formal end of slavery in 1865 By 1960 tle Jim Crovera ®f institutionalized

violenc&hadlastedfor closeto a century.3%?

McNeil and three teenage friendBranklinMcCain DavidRichmondand JibreelKhazar#3?
hadspentthe eveningof their first term at universitytalking longinto the nightabout their heroes,
Ghandj LangstorHughesMartin LutherKing, abouthe failuresof the civil rightsmovementto
effect meaningfulchangeandaboutthe quotidianhumiliationsof living underwhite supremacy
Furious after his degrading bus journey, McNeil persuaded his friends to action.

On1lFebruarythe four wentintothe2 2 2 f & 2stode ¢h SGuthEImStreetin Greenshoro
andsatdown at the WhitesonlyQunchcounter.33* Theyaskedfor coffee. Thewaitressrefusedto
servethemZz a I Wedgh@serveMegroeshere (3% The police were calledn officer arrivedy HeW
took hisknife stickout. Hetook hisbilly clubandbeganto hit it on hishand ¢ Taking their place in
a long history of Southern freedom fighters, the four refused to move from their seats.

The Greensboro four returned to Woolworths lunch counter every day that week,
accompaniedy growingnumbersof studentsfrom A&T, BennettCollaye (a blackliberalarts college
for women), and DudleyHighSchoolthen a segregatedlackschoo). By 6February 1,000students
were sitting-in at GreensbordNoolworthslunchcounter. These initially small scale challenges to
segregatiorescalated into the largest black resistance movement in the history of the United States.

The protests garnered extensive national television news coverage. By 1958, over 80 per
cent of American homes had television sets, and by 1960 the use of 16manfilthe development
2F 6ANBt Saa | dzRA2 NBO2NRSNE GN}yaFT2N¥YSR GKS | oAf
RSY2yaid NI GA 2y a3®Asia cinke§uenceof thigrapRI dtawihg television audience,
and technical advances in shooting nevg 2 i I 3 Silis prénid&d3he aakidn with a unique
experiment in moral theatre, where black protestors (at times with white allies}violently
gAUKAG22R GSND I £338AnyeRoodiK theh A $dtidogylstaddzit & ToQgaloo college,

descrited the sceneatasky 4 | 222t g2NIKQa fdzyOK O2dzy iSNJ Ay
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The white students started chanting all kinds of aMégro slogans. We were called a little

bit of everything. The rest of the seats except the three we were occupyingdem roped

off to prevent others from sitting down. A couple of the boys took one end of the rope and

YFRS AdG Ayid2 | KIy3ayryQa y22aSe { SOSNIf | GaS
The mob started smearing us with ketchup, mustard, sugar, pieseaerything on the

O2dzy (SN X6 | bSANR KAIK a0Kz22f o62& alid R2g)

on his back with red spray paifi’

.SAy3 o0t 01 Ay GKS ! yAGSR {GFidSa Ay wmdopcn3gla 2

Byputting their bodies inwhit y f @ & LJ} OS&a4xX GKS&S @&2dzy3a LIS2LIX S &az2od

KdzY A€ Al (A 2 y38Rotedtiig agslndf thé pelRiaaldnd economic terrorism of white

supremacy camat a price;peoplewere heckled intimidated, beaten arrested andexpelledfrom

schools collegesandjobs. As then student activist (and later sociology professor) Joyce Ladner

y 2 (i 8 @a¥ vely, very difficult to continue because the local police and all the towns had almost

ONHza KSR dzN®R SINBRK $85 2 Y3z S T 2 WKabndotivat&ilyaung lpipgld ti S ® Q

LI NGAOALI GS Ay GKS FI1OS 2F GKSAS WGSNNRAROES o0SIGA

express the anguish of living with abiiack racisn#3¢ K S4 S Wa dzo @S NEdigfisd iRS Y I y Ra

FNBES FTNRY KIFENIaavySyidQ ¢6SNB OGa 2F NBaAadl yoS I 3

WJae OK2f 23A01f YR LIK@aAOIt YdziAf PYASEoCaini KI G A& |

NEFESOGAaY WLG NBFff& adRyNISR ARdE @S A REINERT k2
OGX YR RSOARSR Al 61 & NBFtfe dzJ G23dza G2 ¥

aO/ Ay RSAONAOGSR GKS 222f g2NIKa LINRPGSad Fa || NBL

downonk &AYLX S Rdzyo adG22ftsx LITFOSEtAYINRPASEERI FNE

i
-<
N

{AYAfEFNI&s 6KSY WAGNBSt YKITFY 61a a]1SR 6KI

R2yS (2 NBY20S (KS adArayl oQ
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Two months after Greensboro electrifidide civil rights movement from below, the formation of the
{0dzRSYy G b2y @Azt Syl / 22NRAYL (A yadtiodsAgdiNshracialSS o { b/ / O
segregation extended FreddomRide®2? ¢ KA OK OKI tf Sy3aSR aSaNB3IlLGAz2y
stagedkneel-insat segregatectchurchessleepinsat segregatednotels swim-insat segregated

pools wadeinsat segregatedheachesreadinsat segregatedibraries play-insat segregatedarks

watch-insat segregateccinemasandtheatres wait-insat housingdevelopmentschairtinsat city
hallsandrent-strikes By the spring of 1960 it was estimated that 50,000 people had participated in

@ MdcoX WiKS az2dz2iKSNYy aidNdHzA3ItS KFER IANRsy FTNRY |
onelunchcounter to the largest mass movement for racial reform and civil rights in the 20th

OSyYy (¥ENE QO

[A] Struggles in the interaction order

In the midst of this burst of political resistance against the violent regimes of racial stigma and
segregation of Jim Crow, Erving Goffman wrote his influential Sdigkna: Notes on the
Management of a Spoiled Identi¥963).

Whatdistinguishe€rnving@ FF Y| y Qa 02y (i NX biskirdegloyigfoguadona 2 OA 2 f 2 3
Wociad Y1 SNI Ol A R$ @ X yddisitDaionsX whichtwo or more individualsare
physicallyin one anothersresponsepresenc€#®in WhelnteractionOrdelQ 6 mhigy H 0 Z
posthumouslypublishedPresidentialAddresgo the AmericanSociologyAssociationGoffmanlists
the kinds ofeveryday places he was interested in studyiidocalbar, a smallshopfloor, a
domestickitchenX factories airports, hospitals and publicthoroughfare€®*® D2 F T Y| y Qa | LILINR |
involved observindpow people interact with each other in thespacesand whatthis reveakd

aboutthe rules norms and conventionsf sociallife. Thosefamiliarwith Goffmar oeuvrewill be
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remindedof hisdramaturgicaunderstandingof the interactionorderasWt  y I G dzNJ} € G KSI ( SN,
front and back stagen which peopleperform socialroles35!
Given his lifelong interest in studying how society works and coheres through social
interactions, one milgt have troughtthat Goffman would have beenterested inthe direct and
open challenges to (racist) laws, rules and norms of social interaction instigated by young people like
the Greensboro Four which were taking place in bars and cafes, buses, sifauss suniversities,
workplaces and public streets across the US in the 1960s. After all, the grassroots struggles that
characterised this period were taking place within the very kinds of behavioural settings and
involved conflicts in the very kinds adrgice transactions which were, ostensibly, at the very centre
2F KAa a20A2t23A0Ft AydiSNBadoe .fF 01 OAGAT Sya &SN
FNNJ y3ISYSyiaQ yR ¢gSNBE NB@2t GAy3a 3IFAyaH GKS ada
| 26 SPOSNE oKAETS D2FFYlIyYy |Oly2¢6fSRIASEA GKIG WdzSaida
there are categories of persomgn our own society very broad onesvhose members constantly
LI & I @GSNBE O2yaAARSNIO0f S LIAhSOSateFtRaNdisipgtoachididotA y (i S NI O
Yhformed by a concernoverthe plight of disadvantagedjroup<2@®What is so striking about this
a0 0SYSy G A acarfekas aisocbBdgispanhegs@rieof the mosttumultuousdecades
ofNBaA&all yOS o6& WRAAlFRGIyYyGlr3aSR 3INE dziddudingbiack i KS R2 Y
people, women, disabled people,€bl £ £t SR WYl RQ LIS2LX S f SaoAly 62YS
.S06SSYy mpcn YR mMpco D2FFYIl Yy gI{a2 GASH OK/AREGI NP
Fd GKS ' YyABSNERAGE 2F . SNJftSe Ay /[ FTEAF2NYAlII D2FF
lectures he wrote for this course. While teaching at Berkley, Goffman would have been acutely
aware of the black freedom struggles that w&eE L 2 RA Y 3 | -ind, mdrcNeB, gmyitést Ay W& A (i
NI fftASA | yR 3%ND I ¥y RABISHE BRI a@®t SPGAaAA2Yy F22aGF3S 27
sprayed by fire hoses and attacked by dogs, freedom riders being abuskidpaiticipants being
taunteddNJ 0 S GSy> FyR ayvYlftt oflF O]l OKAftRNBY NBI dzA NA y 3

for powerful viewing in this perioé® Further, in solidarity with southern sih movements the
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WLISNY AOA2dza RS T OG2 aS3INBIL §dodteste?ifstaleKie ! ND Iy b2
California®®” From the spring of 1960, Berkeley students were picketing hotels and shops which
were known to practise racial discrimination in their employment pract#&Ehis antiracist politics
f SF1SR Ayi2 D2FFYDINE O NEANR 2% EdzRSy G Ay D2FFYIly

I 2yGNREQ Oflaa NBOKffay

(p))

A2y I ot O

Q)¢

' GKS SyR 2F GKS ftlait Oftlaa aSa
Goffman, but what's the use of it for changing the conditions yoii @&NX 6 SKQ D2 FF YLl y
grarofe akKl{Sye® IS adt22R dzLJx aftl YYSR akKdzi (K¢

y2id Ay GKIG 0dAAYS&8a0®°yR ad2NYSR 2dzi 2F G(KS

Ly 6KFG F2tft26ax L SEIFYAYS 6KIFi{ KILWSyalytie2 D2 FTY
guestion of this unnamed black student: what's the use of it for changing the conditions you
describe®°When we begin also witibreel Khazad@ft | NA 2y O ftbbeTH@&lfo 42 YS G KA y -

NEY2@S GRS adA3aYlE dQ

[A] Social relations without power relations

In the opening pages &tigma: Notes on the Management of a Spoiled IdenBiyffman offers a
workingdefinition of stigmaasy an 8ttribute that isdeeplydiscreditind 'y R Wi KS aAddz GA2
individual whoh & RA &ljdzt £ A TA SR T RBSWifmandaiots hisidgfidithon df stign@d S LIG | y ¢
KAada SEAAGAY3 dzyRSNAEGI yRAYy3a 2F a20Alt ARSyGAGASa
What he means by this is thpeople acquire stigma in their exahges with other people be this a

look, a glance, a comment or a more overt form of discrimination such as-nalieg.So while

aGA3AYEF YAIKG FLIWISEN G2 0SS Wyl ddaNFtQs & SYFylFidAy
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stigma might be experienced as automatic response (for example to somebody who is physically
disfigured), for Goffman stigma describes a social relation between people. In short, stigma is not a
fixed property of a person, but is produced between people in social settings. Thriatn of
stigma is a socially conditioned response to somebody who is perceived to deviate, whether through
their appearance or their behaviour, from accepted social nhorms, standards and ideals.

This is muchlike a classically liberal nineteenttenturydefinition of stigma. For example, in

hisDictionary of English Synonym@816) George Crabb defines stigma as follows:

A stigma is what falls upon a person in the judgement of others; it is the black mark which is
set upon a person by the public, and is consequently the strongestrofats which

everyone most dreads and every good man seeks least to obsg&trve.

What Gdfman adds to this nineteenticentury definition of stigma is a distinctly twentieth
century social scientific understanding of social norms. For Goffman, a siggea(or is attributed)
when anindividualfailsto realise particularnormQ ® ¢ Kratandirdpgf Rti§ma pivots on the
SEAAGSYyOS 2F || a20Alf O2yaSyadz lo2dzi 6KIFG A&
determined by prevailing social norms and attitudes.

For GoffmansocietyWohereslo the extentthat membersof a givensocietyimplicitly
understandand sharethe normsin operationin a givensocialcontext.So, in our social interactions,
Goffman arguesy (i K S NB expedtatiananvlfsidesthat thosein a givencategoryshouldnot
only supporta particularnorm but alsorealizeit F@We generallyunderstand, for example, howe
are supposed tinteract with shopkeeper oataxi driver. Achildquickly learndiow they are
expected to interact wittothers ina school classroom. We implicitipderstand the social roles in
place in a given setting, and what role we are supposed tothkrgin.

Stigma not only describes a relation between people, but also a relation of self to self.

Goffman suggests that it ieroughprocesses afocialisatbn that anindividuald¢arnsand
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incorporatesthe stand-pointofthnenormakl ' yR Ay a2 R2Ay3 fSIFNya K24 K.
placed in a stratified social order of norrstigma positionalitiesfor examplea person with an
attribute which is stigmtising,such asa speech impediment, likely knows in advance of an
interaction how theymightbe perceived by others. That is, people judge themselves against an
AYO2NLIR2NF GSR y2NXY IyR 02YS (2 IyUiAOA®I S WGKS aid
Where do these norms come from? Aga2 FFY Iy Yy iAOALI 6Sa o6dzi R2S
guestion, stating orthe first page ofStigma: Notes on the Management of a Spoiled Idetity:
Bocietyestablishegthe meansof categorizingpersonsandthe complementof attributesfelt to be
ordinaryand naturalfor membersof thesecategorie§2®Towards the end dfis book he admits
GKFG adAavYrdrariArzy Aa KAAG2NAOItte ALISOAFAO Ay
1AYRE 2F RAZINIOS (KFG FNRdzaS 02y OSNYyQ YR AYLX A
' YSIya 2F T2 NK¥Hdwewr2h® axprésse®IRtly culitRity i ldow social norms
might be challenged or transformed. Rather, he is concerned with detailing the more abstract
operations of the system within which fate-face interactions take place, in smooth or disordered
ways. That is, his interest is lmow social rules work rather than inhat they proscribeHence the
j dzSaG A2y 27F Dghawkcanwg @4 thisikiiazR®) g td change things?
{2 6KAES I NBtFGA2YyLFf dzyRSNRGLF yeBuktyh8 2F adA3Yl
understanding of normastigma relations is divorced from power relationboth the macrelevel
structural power relations of, for example, Patriarchy, or the power inflected raggressions of
everyday interactions. The critical pointistha D2 FFYl yQa G(KS2NRal GA2y 27F a
NBfIGA2y&aKALIAQ SEOfdzRSE GKS FIrOG GKIG &a20A1t NBf

of power (and resistance).

[A] The erasure of the history of penal stigma
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It is worth noting at this juncture that GoffmapensStigma: Notes on the Management of a
Spoiled Identityvith areferenceto the ancient penaétymology of stigmabut only in order to

swiftly diminishits contemporaryrelevance He writes:

The Greeks, who were apparently strong on visual aids, originheegtrm stigmato refer
to bodily signsdesignedo exposesomethingunusualandbadaboutthe moral statusof the
signifier Thesignswere cut or burnt into the bodyandadvertisedthat the bearerwasa
slave acriminal or atraitor T ablemishedperson, ritually polluted, to be avoided,

especially in public places.

¢2RI& GKS GSNXY Aa X |LILX ASR Y2d&ddencedfiti KS RA &3

Furthermore, shifts have occurred in the kinds of disgrace that arouse cofféern.

Goffman is right thatodaythe meaning of stigma tends to hesed to refer to thestate of
WisgracdtselfQand to experiences of being stigmatisedther than the literal violent actsof
inscription thatthe longeretymology suggest$Vhat | want to underscore here is hadoffman
contributes to this more passive meanirkgpr exampleif you read the passage above again, you will
seehow Goffman alreadyliverts attention away from those doing the stigmatisinerethe
slaveholders and tattooists of Ancient Greece. What Goffman obscures, from the very first page of
his book on stigma, &n understanding o$tigma as a relationfgower.In doing, he conceals the
more active purpose that stigmatising classifications serve, namely the function of stigma in the
subjugation exploitationand control of othersThat Goffman produced stigmaconcept so
toothless, and so emptied of power is, given the history of this concept, an astounding achievement.
Thesociologyof stigma remains caught within this torpid perspectivit is thisflat ahistorical
poweressunderstanding oktigmawhichthis bookseeks to change.

CNBRNAO WIYSaz2y ada3Sada GKIG D2FFYFyQa &adza LS

KA& | YOAGAR2Y Aa Wi2 S$02t{0S8 +o6aliNl Olizya 6KAOK K2

99



dzy RSNR G YRAYIASHGKYRKKA &G ¥DR M Possibie ® teddyadbiveryback S Q ©
into Goffman, and indeed this is what masgcial science scholangho draw on his stigma concept

have subsequently donégr exampleby thinking about stigmanore explicitlyas a form of

oppression or discrimination. However, it is the contention of this chapterititatrogating

D2FFYIl yQa | OO0 2 diyiportaitif we¥ae ddcolRrdsé théistigmiaiicept, and in

doingpush past some of thprevaiing limitations in research and social action arowstiyma.

A]l! iNRPOAGRE GFfSay D2FFTYIyQa YSiGK2Ra

Despite his careelong concern with social interactioBtigma: Notes on the Management of a

Spoiled Identitys not groundedin empirical researchgsare someof Goffmar® earlier studiessuch
asAsylumg1961) or hisPhDresearchin a Shetlandslandscommunity which formed the basis of

Presentatiorof Selfin EverydayLife(1956) Indeed, despite being recognisedd® y S 2 F (G KS T2 dz
FAIdzZNBEE 2F YA ONR a2 Opréséntatbi 43 & pidngerRof dRserdtitingl Bethisds,a & St T
KAa WEAyla (2 020K SOGKY23aN}LKe YR SYLANROAAY | N

traditional fieldwork and drew on bothdtional literary texts and fabricated anecdotes for his

SOARSYOSQ®

Goffmanstatesthat hisobjectivein Stigma: Notes on the Management of a Spoiled Identity
isto explorewhat a burgeoningpsychologicaliterature on stigmag 0 dzéispediallypopularwork<;
might Yield for sociolog¥?®As Heather Love details tfanspiresfrom hisfootnotesandreferences
that what Goffmanmeansby YopularworkQs memoirsandbiographiesletters and newspaper
I NI AligHthy&iatianaligedo Y SRA OF £ 8 OF aS KAAUG2NARSazZ Kdz¥*y AydS
Indeed,Stigmaopens with an epigraph, a fictional letter from sixtepgar2 t R IANI oK2 g &
gAGK2dzd | y2asSQ G2 | ySéall LISNI W 32y2Sa da QR MK A

comic depressiomra novelMiss Lonelyheartt Mmoo 0 ® D2FFYlFyQa dzaS 2F GKAA
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been interpreted as signalling compass®il. 2 6 SOSNE IAAPSYy 2SaiQa WANRYAO
GNBFOGYSyld 2F WSY20A2yFOSERALIY A AF{AKADI y2BSOKI NAS
Goffman is making a playful statement about his own cool and detached approach to sttgma.

Indeed, | would argue that his use of this epigraph is best understood as a dry joke: the punchline
being,asGoff 'y gAft NBGSIt G G§KS $Gyhe calisthis eddmigh 2 1 = (K

2dzaid tA1S GKS FYGAKSNE Ay 2834304 y208t3 FAYR 2dzN

Stigma: Notes on the Management of a Spoiled Idertigyvs together dneterogeneous
and eclectiarchiveof writing aboutblindnessfacialdeformities cripples amputees alcoholics
gentlemancriminals ex-cons prostitutes homosexualsthe YhentallydeficientQ the niiadQanti-
Semitismandanti-blackracisn® D2 FFYlIy RSAONAROGSE KA A& NBFRAYy3I YSi
off the material on stigma fromeighbouringF  OG 4 Q | YR WaK2¢gAy3d K2g GKAA

§02y2YAOlffte RSEONAROSR A FRRYSH | NEWAHNY N & 2 ¢ &8 ol
A

(p)
Q)¢
O
Z

2F O2yGSEG LINBRdzOS& 4KI G &aKS | IBEWhE this ghibints toR
in practice is that there often no discernible difference in how Goffman deploys, for example, an
extract from a clinical account of a facial disfement, or a personal memoir or fictional account on
the same topic Certainly, he rarely introduces the authors of the materials he quotes from, but
NI 6§ KSNJ adzoadAddzi Sa LI NIOAOdzZ | NJ | O02dzyia aF adAavi
0fAYR SNRGSNIDI W ONARLILX SQF Wl LINPAGAGJABS QY WI K
SusarSchweikargues, producean effect of Wnpartial realism®””

What is veiled through this method of abstractiare the textual techniques, the particular
genres and aesthetics of the writing he draws upon, gremultiple perspectivesencodedwithin
thesetexts. Most significantlyin suppressing’y S A 3 K 6 2ad@difingn8ras&s|th® driginal
intentions which might have motivated what is often confessional writing about experiences of
stigmaThis point is underlined by higerbiccharacterisatiorof some of thdliterature he draws
upon as #trocity talesQwritten by Heroesof adjustmenf) I siigRapkBfessional@vho seekto

Presentthe casefor the stigmatised®®
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In short, Goffman draws on the writing of people who have experienced stigma but it fails to
engage with the authors of these literatureskasowledge producers. Kristie Dotson describes this
YSUGK2R 2F 1 0aGNFXOdA2y Fa WLy | OGAGBS LINI OGAOS 27
the other, committing what she terms an epistemic violed€dA theme | will return to in Chapter
Five).
It is important to note at this juncture thdd 2 ¥ ¥ YSkigyh@naaswritten duringa
resurgencen confessionaivriting in USand wider Europeanulture. Indeed this Wonfessionali dzNJ/ Q
wascentralto social andpolitical struggles of the periodbeginning with theeivil rightsmovement
and extending to feminist, queedjsabilityand anti-psychiatrymovements(Goffmar@ book
Asylumslayeda centralrole in the later). Goffman O1 y2 6f SR3IS& G(KS WOdzZNNBYy i
confessional writing, seK St LJ f AGSN) GdzZNB I yR WFR@OAOS (2 GKS a&ai;
d2NBa& | NB {2 dzOK S ReOHgztilgsythe Wvrifirig of JdtniesyBalgvdh @ ®wotnote as an
exampleoW3I2 2R YIFGSNAIE 27F (KA Siddlidesary ofkhgrefdiBisi F NR G2 bS
consciousnesgaisingandor politicalA y i Sy A2y a 2F #KSasS WIaNROAGE Gl
More than this by transforming the authors of stigma experiences into abstract figgres
adzOKMNSHER 9AQ Ay (KS | FBGofBandnmicd tReyéhBmafing frattites S
which the concept of stigmatisation describ&his nicely illustratesow stigma is actually a relation
OKI N} OGSNAASR o0& (KS NEBHSWAIDS QBWENNIZAY WIKE Wi2 3NN
through the attribution of stigma. The argument | am signalling here is that reconceptuaiiging
asa political economy oflehumanisation andevaluation requires critical methods whiahe
NE2GSR y2id Ay GKS AYIIAYSR WySdaiNItQ FyR WRSGF OK
0dzi Ay LIS 2 LIWf&na strugplgshgainsd tRekScial structures that, as Du Bois puts it,

produce trem astharkedlyinferiorQ%

[A] The stigma of disability
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While this chapter focuses on racial stigma (racism), | want to note at this juncture the
understanding of stigma developed by disabled people in the early 186@articular, | want to
draw attention tothe ground-breakingcollectionStigma TheExperi@ceof Disability(1966), a series
of autobiographical essays written by physically disabled peapdeedited by activist and writer
Paul HuntWhat Hunt develops, through the curation and editing of this collection of essays, is a
multi-perspectival acaant of stigma frombeloml Y RSSRX Ay KA & O2y iNAoOdziA2y
I NRGAOFE [/ 2YyRAGAZ2Y QS 1 dzyd | NBdzSax Ay | GKAyte& @8
theorised from the perspective ao-called normalsut from $he uncomfortable subversive
positionfrom whichwe actasalivingreproachto anyscaleof valuesthat puts attributes or
possessionbeforethe persor(?’e

In this essay, Hunt develops anderstandingof stigmaasatechnologyof disablement
GKAOK &aGNYGATFTASE 1LS21LIXS Ff2y3a | RAFFSNBYGAFE FEA
from hisconcernwith the ways in whictstigmalegitimatedthe segregation otlisabledpeoplefrom
mainstreamsociety. It is stigma, he argues, whadlows disabled people to be perceived as
Wdzy T2NIl dzy I 6§ SQF WwWdzaSf $aaQs WiNI3IAOQ YR WEHoy2NNIf
2T Wy 2 Nbodidd tizéngirfdéed, HuntomposedStigma TheExperiencef Disabilityin a

residentialhomein Englandvhere he wasincarceratedagainsthiswill.

All my adult life has been spent in institutions amongst people who, like myself, have severe
and often progressive physical disabilities. We are paralysed and deformed, most of us in
wheelchairs either as the result of accident or of diseases like rheumatoid arthritis, multiple

sclerosis, muscular dystrophy, cerebral palsy and p8fio.

| dzy 6 Q& dzy RSNE G yRAYy A 2 Bf ddabiktyle¥ohatek \&ith the ldrigef perialA OF £ S C
history of stigma, as cruel systemf classification which mark out categories of people in order to

impede their freedom and mobility. Further, his understanding of the relationship between stigma



and segregatiom for his was an antsegregationist abdionist disability politics; was directly

inspired by the US Civil Rights Movement. Hunt notes thattiiey 2 dza G A OS | Yy R o6 NXzi I £ A
YIye 0680FdzaS 2F NIOALE GSyarzy YI]18a ezNI (NBRdzof &
dehumanisatior2 ¥ RA &l o0f SR LIS2L)X S WAGANR Ay YS | fAGGES
revealsint KS CA NB: abadheér diffetert M&IRg of Baldwin and his centrality to freedom

struggles against stigma than that suggested by Gofftéfan.

James | f RaHeFiRAMext Timeas f A |1 S SMidgh Fublishgddril963t is a
defining,personal angassionate account dhe psychesocial impact of living with anblack
racism inmid-twentieth centuryAmericaWi KS A y RS & O NXlelehtdhée Sratagénistza 3t S § 2
GKAGS | YSNRAOI ya KI @S dzaSRZ3®\yglRan tearShe infuenée®fy @ KA Y K
. FEReAY (i KNIBtgh&Thezdperierdayf Disability AsHuntO 2 y O f wazRH® are W
disabledare deeplyaffectedby the assumptionf our uselessnesthat surroundus. Butit is vital

that we shouldnot acceptthis devaluationof ourselve§¥%

2KAES L OFlyy20 R2 2dzadGA0S (2 I1dzyiQa LIA@G2G1 T
here, it is important to note thedundational role his conceptualisation of stigma as a pivotal force
in the social segregation of disabled people played in the subsequent social movements of disabled
people.Hunt was centralto th® S@St 2 LIYSy i 2F (KS MUhaBichikis f Y2RSt Q 2
disability is understood as a social problem, rather than a consequence of individual impairments
Thepolicy and attitudinal changes which followadthe wake of disablegeoplesmovemens for
equalityhavetransformed millions of liveacrosstheworld { | Rf 8> Al Aad D2FFYIl yQ2

book which is the most cited text in disability studies tod®&y.

[A] Professor Normal
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hissilencing ¥ (G KS LISNRLISOGAGSa 2F (GKS WwadAa3ayYl 1y26SNAEC
very structure of his stigma concept. To further illustrate this, | want to return briefly to the status of

norms inStigma: Notes on the Management of a Spoiled Idenfisyfeminist, queer and critical race

theorists have variously elaborated, it is often by unpacking norms that we get to the crux of the

LINPOEf SYZ GKS LINRPOofSY KSNB o0SAy3a K2¢ D2FFYlIyQa Wy

pul;

reproduces what Du BoisSdda ONXA 6 S Fd GKS Wb dAzylrt {GA3YFrQ 27
Goffmanuses the term&y 2 N¥hdi@akandthosehe designatesasW grdrmal) A y
multiple ways At somepointsnormsseem todesignateA RS | £ & W yardtheérshormpskRieNR & Q
to foundationalsocialrulesthat precedeall social interactions; and at others, norms are imagined as
more akin to perceptual framesthe social opticg through which we perceive otherén all these
cases, norms describe accepted rules, conventions ayd wf seeing. IndeeGoffman is emphatic
that H necessaryonditionfor social lifeis the sharingof a singleset ofnormativeexpectationsy
all participant<X®
Thenormal human being is also usedrark theauthorialposition ofGoffman,the
Wy S dabdialogic@bbserver,n the text, whilethe addressWey 2 NJ ik empldyed several times
to addresshe imaginedreadersof hisbookd 2 KI G WgS Q> KA A& NBFRSNAZ | NB
Ay 02YY2y SAGK (GKS FdziK2NAIFE WLQ DRATT YakcgutAB R y 2 N
of stigma draws on the experiential knowledge of stigmatised ped@eyediates this stigma
knowleR3I S (1 KNR dz3 K (i 6eSnorhd8a@sHe®rites>hadiss regafdingsbcialidentity
pertainto the kindsof role repertoiresor profileswe feel it permissiblefor anygivenindividualto
sustair®®
Goffman justifies groundinghRS FAY A GA 2y 2 F &l A dowdalhuingn WG KS y 2 (
being Q 6& | NHdZAy3Is FANRGE @S (KIFIG GKA&A Aa WGEiKS ol &ai
2T (KSYaSt@gSaQs IyR aSO2yRfteés OKIWitkddnygbfA S Ay NI

large-scalebureaucraticorganizationssuchasthe nation state, to treat all membersin some
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respectsasequal?®Yet as he wrote this millions dimericancitizenswere explicitlycontestingthe
FI OftiisSljdz t AGes | yRYPUKE! TERNNEY ORMWgrABI O2dzf R G 1 ¢
established, Goffman was aware of ongoing social and political challenges to white normativity
(white supremacy), butefused to dwell on thepolitics of stigma
Unsurprisingly, and perhaps accurately in the cahta the United States in the early 1960s,
D2FFYlIYy NB@GSFHfa (GKFG GKS aAixy3adzZ NI y2N¥ KS A& 4NR
iKS @2dzy3T YI NNASREZ 6KAGSSE daNBFysS y2NIKSNYQ YI £ 8§
I YSNA ONRE&ES X5 YR WYwSB8GSNE ! YSNAOIY YIES GSyRa G2
perspective of heterosexual ablodied white masculinity’®® Goffman describes this white male
Y2NY a4 (KS WBHSYASHRI 2XREYSENA DI v aderdityGsisa> | RRA Y 3
WaKlFR2g 2y (GKS SyO2dzyiSNBR Sy¥2dzy i SNBER SOSNE g KSNE
D2FFYlIYy R2SayQli NBGSI t -hibdes whidinthszikity &the KS (§ SNEP & ¢
Y& adNB 2F WAKBY &8I0 dREVGAGRS NBI &8Ngmea NBI OKAy 3
However, once the abstract normal collapses into the particularity of this figure, he grants us a key
GAGK 6KAOK (2 dzy N} 98f WiKS y2NXIFf LISNBELSOGAGSQ i
of stigma. Given the strictures of thisldd KdzYl yX LIS2 L)X SQ& LRGSYGAlf G2
aGA3AYLFGAEGSR a | O2yaSljdsSy0Ss A& SEGSphysisaySd D2 F ¥
disabled peoplewith Blemishesof individualcharactef & dz@edékwill, @omieeringor
unnatural passionstreacherous mentaldisorder, imprisonment addiction alcoholism
homosexualityunemployment suicidalattemptsQ > I y R YR RIFRAFIK @A 2 ND | YR
thosetainted by whathe terms Wibal stigmaof race nation, andreligion(*%® Perhaps Goffman was
reflecting on his own Jewish ethnicity, but it seems more likely he was reflecting on the stigma of
0SAy3 o0t Ol Ay GKS | yAGSR { U lcankeaahsmittéddhougk S F RRSR
lineagesand equallycontaminate all membersof a familyQ3%®
D2FFYlIyQa FAIdzZNBA F2 N (i ReBucatenOrthériNegdQ ad K A Y (A & ¢

FAYRA GKSY&aSt @Sa YA aiubdnlbwerc@saNdgrdes) anapréheriiedy y SIANE >

10¢€



Negrd hlackBkinnedNegroeswho haveneverpassedoublich(dit is uncleahere if Goffmarmeans
people who fail tqpassas whitg or as white enough to be considered fully huri@n) I ayddsing
Negroandthe white girl he wantsto marryG®Goffman als@commentson how skintlightening
productsare fraudulentlysoldasa remedyfor the stigma of black skimndreflects on the
ambivalentsocialpositionof the light-skinnedNegrdwho Yanneverbe surewhat the attitude of a

new acquaintancewill be(F%®

While Goffman suggests that many stigmas can be successfully concealed or maeaged,
reflectson the fact thatvisiblyracialisedminoritiesand membersof the lower class¥ho quite
noticeablybearthe markof their statusin their speech appearanceand manner, andwho, relative
to the publicinstitutions of our societyfind they are secondclassO A i Al- T N@B/il&k#9 on occasion

to find themselvedunctioningasstigmatizedndividual<3%®

For sure, therersion of whitenormativity whichGoffmandepictstallies with accounts such
as that of W. E. B. Du Bois, who had argued two decades eaieskof Dawn: An Essay Toward
an Autobiography of a Race Conctpit beingblack in Americistod S W6l RISRMbe o& O2f 2«
markedout Ybr discriminationandinsult?®However, as Angela Davis arguesng asa person
racialisedasblackinthe early 1960R A Ry Qi Y0 3 BYISANYHES R W2 yailg OO aA 2y Q
confrontationWith the realitiesof racism not simplyasindividualactsdictated by attitudinal bia<Q
but with an entire societyorganisedthrough $acialii S NIN2*WNBurh¥t Qunlike his black
sociological elders and peefGpffmanoffers no accountof why 4 be unconditionallybAmericarg is
to be white, andto be blackisamisfortuneQ> 2 NJ K2¢ KAaAG2NRAROIf y2N¥a 27

challenged as he wrote his bodR2

Moreover, 6 S NBI OK | YIFI22NJ O2y iGN} RAOGA2Y Ay D2FFYI
suggests thathere is a natural differencebetweenwhat he termsthe ¥ongenitatsignof skincolour
andimposedsocialsignsa dzO Ka briand maik or maiming?®Goffman is here not only illustrating

SEA&GAY3 NIOAAY Ay !'{ &20AS8d& o daicorsegueofy 2 NX I A & A
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deeper genetic human difference, rather than an outcome of hisgnf slaveryand colonialismA

historywhich inclded, as we have seei KS LISy I f AGA3YI GA&lIGAZ2Y 2F ofl
I YR Y I, physicsl &ti@mata which wetater displaced by the stigma of the colour linedeed,

D2 T T Yatgyheet thattheW O2 y ASY A G f QA & @K RIS NSE#E V26 §USGESA LIS NA 2
seems tocontradict hisargumentthat the normakand the stigmatizedare socialroles¢ andthat

anybodymight find themselvesn either role in a given(interactiona) context 404

For Goffman, blackness is a stigma whichAisYiLJ2 8 aA 60t S (G2 SNI asSy

wa i
GKFG NB&AARS&a y2G YSNBfe Ay GKS tFro6Sf 2N RSaAayl i
LINB & &5iritfstegard D 2 F F Yigue@fihey 2 N £ KdzYly R28ay Qi 2yfeé R
social norms 8zi NB LINR RdzO0S& ¢ KI G [ S ¢-advand 2I8RE tie wRia ONA 6 S a
62NI R (12 KWYYRSSERH hazmotba D2FFYlFyYy | NHdSas WwsS o6f
dzA (18 KdzYl y Qs G(KSY WIfFIAGIR NEBGH KBS tlsrumyFrebdngd a8 yeai2 A
Kdz2Yty 08Ay3aQ Ay (K &ndiththef thed thisi deturfianiseld poditnaydsd A S (i &

their permanent fate’”

C2NJ Ylye &a20A2f23Aa04ar 6KIG Aa FLIWISFEAYI |02
precisely that it is rational, contextualcontingentand historically malleablddowever, by taking
D2FFYlIYy WIF{i KA& ¢2NRQ:ofthe likitat®d® offhiS ac@ynaisithat hé GsBs G K | G
norms to obfuscate and naturali$gstoricalarrangements of powerurther, while Goffman
stresses thathe Psychologicapriceldf stigmatisationA &vindja life that canbe collapsedat any
momentQhe offers neither compassion nor space for imagining alternatives to the system of
confining and discriminating norms ldescribes'®® Rather, he argues thatormal and stigmatised
LIS2 LI S &aK2dzZ R WAhO®rdly putsaieh@All tR2yA2NBY 332X 2y S O2 dz R
0KS o0dzaAySaa |4 KFEYRT 2y S O2%Fha thikis adaliticdl Kl @S | y @
recommendationis most evident in one of the final sectionshié book when Goffmammakes a

series ofproposalsabout how individualsmight managelivingwith stigma.This is one of the few
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L  ©Sa Ay GKS 06221 GKIG D2FFYFyYy | RRNPrappstla (G KS a
to those suffering with stigmare conservativepragmaticand, giventhe relationalcharacterof his
theory of stigma oddly individudistic.

Wh2NXIFfaQr D2FFYLFYy NBlF&dadz2NBa (GKS adA3ayYldirasSR:
0S Gl OGTFdz tf & KSHead§ubsthat the stigiatisegsioddbdt doMebtthe norms
that producestigma but insteaddevelopstrategiesof stigmamanagement in social settings where
stigmamightaris@ D2 FF Yl yQa LINR LJ2 &l f dinfofirathed ninkaGema K Wl G A a S
artsof impressiormanagemen® = S Y LJ 2 & A yphssiaginddovie$@ES & R2EIIWyY 3 | LJE
2T Wi 2t Seihinihg¥om pushihitlaimsfor acceptancenuchpastthe point normalsfind
comfortable®! & KS gNAGSazr W2KSy GKS adA3aYraGaAl SR LISNE 2
ignoring his failing, he should try to help them and theiabsituation by conscious efforts to reduce
0 Sy &% b ifigrontextof Goffmar@largeroeuvre we might understandtheseproposalson the
managemenbf stigmaasdramaturgicak; in the sense that they offer suggestions to the stigmatised
abouthowi 2 LX & +y aadA3ySR a20AFf NRf SandiKdodK YAYAY

S0 support, rather than challenge, the relations of power inscribed in social norms.

CAdINIKSNE $KAES D2FFYlLy OldziAz2yada @&iouli GKS aidaA:
0ST2NB y2NXYIFfa&a GKS FdzZf RIFIyOS 2F o0FR ljda ftAGASA A
the parts society has assigned to théTo this end he quotes the Norwegian writer Finn Carling

who, reflecting on his own experience of livinghwcerebral palsy, notes:

Xthe cripple has to play the part of the cripple, just as many women have to be what the
men expect them to be, just women; and the Negroes often have to act like clowns in front
2F (GKS WadzZISNA 2N ¢ K hsh&l ndibe Gi§h¥ened By hi§ acki (G KS 6 K

brother.414

What Goffmarsuggests is thgheople racialised as black should acivhite societyin ways which

protect white people fronwhat Patricia Williams term# i KS FSNRB OA2dza Ye G Kz2f 238



the embodh YSY i 2 F “SLyyT SNERSNW Gi2QRSO2f 2y AasS D2FFYlyQa &
that we question why he is so seemingly invested in maintaining an arrangement of nstigrala

relations in which only people who are socially marked as white carobwal. We also have to

guestion why Goffman remained so empathically silent about the struggles againsiackiracism
whichprecisely sought to challenge white normativity by disrupting racist norms of social

interaction Struggles whictwvere unfolding all around hirincluding in his own classroom.

Al¥! o0fl 01 628 KFOISR Ayid2 I YdNRSNRdza fSaazyQ

ReadingD 2 T T YStigh@i3K N2 dz3 K GKS fSya 2F ofF 01 FTNBSR2Y aiN
A0NF GSIASE 27F LR ¢S MhissigmaithebrydSin éffacty by vir§uhdi for thé A (0 K A
management of stigmg that is, for its pacificatog D2 FF Yl y y2NX I f AaSa adA3avl
A2t Syl dzy RSNLIA Y Y A yIOFrdmythis per3fetve® R X DY F OB OAGAS¥ R P02
notAyy208yid 2F LRtAGAOAS odzi 2y forkhSsufp@ssioned NBE = LINE
black humanity'®
To take just one example, the Greensboro Four and many others amongst the black
students, who would follow them in staging-gitprotests across the segregated Southern states,
were haunted by the lynching of d%arold Emmett Till in Mississippi in 1955; indeed, Joyce Ladner
O2AYSR G(GKAAa 3ISYSNIGA2Yy 2F OA JAf°BowhaAdKdisadint OG A @A 4 a
ChicagoTill was visiting relatives in the small town of Money, when he allegedly wolf whistled at a
white woman in a Grocery stofd®{ SSYAy af & dzyl 6 NB 2F a20Alft y2N¥&
ddzo 0t SGASa 2F GKS WAY / NBRg this Gridhe\ohfirtatibdldda wa®2 RS 2 F N
abducted, tortured, maimed and shét! His body was later recovered from the Tallahatchie River.
CAffQa Y2UKSNJ AyaradSR KSNJ az2yQa Ydziatl 6SR O3

KSNJ g2NRaz (2F WNRIJ aliK-Si 2 KkeSveveaathe2amibie didlebdltdithQ ©
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SELRAaSR 068 (GKS OANDdA FdGA2y 2F LK2G23INI LKA 2F C¢Af
killers by an allvhite jury, left many black teenagers feeling fearful, vulnerable, aagdy
RSALIANRYI® C2NJ GKAA 3ISYSNI GAz2y 2F @&2dzy3 ofl 01 C
AYF3AS 2F Ay2dzAaGAOS FyRI & ¢ldzRINGSE H @INRS2 &LJdil GlUSR |
YdZNRSNR dZ&8 f $33a2y Qo

The death of Till, the publigi surrounding his death and the acquittal of his killers reveal
K2g 6KAGS Y2NNI GAOKEE diSD 10 @HSVENT  2VRS Ak R 6 2 ¢
CNIYy1tAy aO/ Ay RS&ZONAROGSR ¢ A fyededdsélis a suiidal & || NB G S
RSLINBaaA2yY WIKSNB aSSYSR y2 LINRaL®OhisvweeaNJ RA Iy A G
contextin whichblack people daily negotiated interactional settings where not playing your socially
assigned role as a racially stigmatised person, failing to manage your racial stigma appropriately by
reducing tensions in your interactions with white people, couldttegour death. As Jibreel Khazan
NEOIFft SR GKAA YdzaNRSNJ NB@SI SR WgKI G KILWSYSR AT
O2dzZ R RAS f%5Th8 hafning &f ithi$ gehekation Bydhe lynching of Emmett Till
illustrates how stigma functits to confine, segregate, and subjugate black lives. However, it also
reveals how the violence of being stigmatised can become politicised and act as a catalyst for social
change.

Joyce Ladnem leading civil rights activist, sieribes how as a teenagsie kept a scrapbook
of cuttings about Emmett Till which she would regularly weep over in her bedroom. As she states:
WeKIG 6Fl&a GKS AYIF3IS F2NJ 2dzNJ 3SYSNY A2y GKIEG 3L C
front cover ofetY | 3 T A y S XiOs@udhétier far §ure ®ad seen that photograph and it was
fA1S GKS Of I NA2y OFftf FT2NJ I OlA2yXoKBYaddeF 3T20 2f R
would later bring this activism to bear on the discipline of sociology itself, laying bear, in text edi
volumeThe Death of White Sociolo(}973), the white norms and raciblas at the heart of

sociological knowledge.
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[A] Stigma as struggle
Jodi Melamed has detailed the ways in which seemingly neutral or objective forms of liberal
knowledge productiontypified by midtwentieth-century social sciengeperate to naturalise and
institutionalise existing relations of powe?’ These epistemologies work through producing and
classifying human differences in ways which secure partibigaarchiesof human value. By way of
contrast blacksociologist®f stigma, from Du Bois onwards, developed historical and contingent
understarding ofradal differencesasforgedwithin histories of slavergnd colonialismand
cemented bythe monstrousabnormalityof ideologies ofvhite supremacy.
wSaAldzr GAy3a D2FFYlyQa adA3Yl O02yOSLIi 6AGKAY (K
IS3rt adAaylr 2F aSO2yR Oflaa OAGAT SYakKALIQ KIFa NB
what was then, as now, a deeply contested understanding of white prototypicality and black
inhumanity#2 WhileD2 F FY I y Qa & iindobdpiesthe geegptidBok backskinasa stigma
from historiesof slavery black freedom struggles remind us thiatism is arnistorical practice
WOSY G dzNA S& Ay NBKESA YYS 12AFy BRGBIB A QAR>S ONRHTASIKI AYy 2NRS|
people personhood.
ThesociologisKKarenFieldss Yy R G4 KS KA&ZG2NALFY . FNBFNF CAkStRa RS
namely theWick of transforming racism into race, leaving black persons in view while removing
white persons from the stage. To spectatdeceived by the trick, segregation seemed to be a
LINRLISNIié 2F ofl O] LIS2LI Sz y2i 4ABYMSidtifgloytheir s KA (1S LIS
equal humanitythe freedom fighters of the 1960s sought to denaturalise stigexpose the race
trick, and in da yvdn réognition as human outside of the restrictive terms set by the racial
2NRENADP{ (21Sfte& /FNYAOKFSE Lizi Ad Ay KAia W. t 0] t
MpccI WgS INB y2¢ Sy3araASR AYy | SLIHASKAAR2AADEE &l R
GKAGS a20AS80Ge o0S3aAay (2 Y20S %2 aSS ot 01 LIS2LX S
By targeting the interaction order, freedom fighters made vistbkconcretewaysin which

white supremacyinvadedhe livesof Blackpeopleon aninfinite variety of level<¥®As the radical
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civil rights activist James Boggs noted, this was unlike the preceding Civil Rights Movement of the
Mppna Ay GKFEG WAG | AYSR “FldordorNdRhallergg @hatiDK BoisA a4 & dzS> L
GSNXYSROWAKS G 2 FoulPebpldbroke thesigl ules around segregatiand

refused to play the roes assigned to théfdReflecting on what motivated him to join the it

movement as a teenager in 1968tokely/ I NY A OKI St NBOIFffa K2gY WgKSYy L
getting back up on the lunch counter stools after being knocked off them, sugar in their eyes, catsup
intheirhaimr 6 St £ = a2YSOKAY 3 KI LILISY SR“AboeBadek $aglaB@ RSy £ & L

notes:

Black American sociology and colonial sociology teach that, as a general rule, one form of revolt,
and undoubtedly the primary form of revolt against stigmatization O2 y aA adia Ay NBOf |

stigma, which then becomes an emblem of [resistartég].

Through acts aftigmadramaturgy the Civil Rights Movement publicised, revolted against and

transformed the stigma of blackness into black power.

<A>Stigma after Goffman

In 1963, the yeab 2 ¥ T YStiggh@waas publishedthe pioneering black sociologist and activist W. E.

B. Du Bois died in exile in Accra, Ghatttae US government had confiscated his passport. After Du

. 2 A & Q MBRyA Anigédoli ledtgroup of Americans and Ghanaians to the U.S. embassy in Accra,

OF NNEAY3 G2NDOKSa FyR LXFOFNRa NBFIRAY3 a526Yy 6A0K
alyda 1 SI @Sy Iy R.“%A dayfaterQdf theddrcif dnaVashiSgtofRé&yWilkins

leader of theNational Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAAGPR | YA y dzii S Q¢
AAfSyOS Ay NBYSYONIYyOS 2F 5dz . 2A8d ! & HsSasa il 4G4SR
the voice that was calling to you to gather here today in this cause. If you want to read something

that applies to 1963 go back and get@ume ofThe Souls of Black Féi Du Bois, published in
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MPPEQWRATS D2FTFYIY RDRBOR Wwas MB fFsStheBrigt Of Stigidahpwvier,
A RSy AT @ Ahé probléradi theZlyentithGénturyasthe problemof the colorlineQ = 6 dzii
detailing how thidine wasenforced reproducedandlegitimatedby the BystematichumiliationCbf
blacklives4°

As Les Back and Maggie Tate have argédd2 OA 2t 23AOFf &aSANBIALGA2Yy ¢
whole, not only for those to whom it offersracially unequal place at the table of ideas. It
diminishes the intellectual lifeblood of the discipline itself and its capacity to comprehend the key
problems of the twenty¥ A NB& i “OvBhgniGidkdawhs teaching at Berkeley #egregation
was challenged by black studerfesd this challenge to the racial segregation of knowledge
continuestoday ini KS 3f 20 f W2 K& A& aeé )/IntheNKkingdiflesy, a2 KA GSKQ
group of Berkeley students formed a reading group, thi@-American Association, which crafted an
FfEGSNYIFGABS W, £ 01 [/ dzZNNA Odzf dzyQ FSIFlGdzZNAy3I GKS 62N
Baldwin, E. Franklin Frazier and Kwame Nkrufah.

Thisreadinggroup soon extended their activities into the widssmmunity, running a
weekly radio programme that attracted other Bay area college and university students, including
Huey Newton and Bobby Seale who went on to form the Black Panthers. At the same time, in
segregated black universities in the Southerrietasuch a3 ougaloaCollege in Mississippi,
sociology students such as Anne Moody, Joyce Ladner and their professors became active
participants in the s#in movements. Indeed, Jibreel Khazan of the Greensboro Four was also a
sociology major. Together ¢ise studentsactivists and scholars were busy producing sociological
knowledgeabout stigma, and developing argfiigma strategies, which included the psychologically
reparative work of protest itself.

Of central importance to these black freedomstriggl 6+ a / I NYAOKIF St | yR |
adA3aYl O02yOSLI 2F WwW.tF01 t26SNNT gKAOK NBO2y¥FA3d
Ww2S |AY (42 RSTAYS YR SyO02dzaNy3S || ySg O2yalOArzdzay

FILOAfTAGIGS WRRY¥SYME RSET INS 7 KIS SIK 4 Fhe gonteinidra@®ck Ay o6 f |
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Lives Mattemovementmarks anotheresurgentmoment in thelong history ofresistance against
the stigma politics ofacial capitalism in the United States period MichelleAlexander has coined
WeKS bSo “WAY / NRGQOD
Despite the sophisticated understanding of racial stigma developed over a hundred years of
black sociological thoughtihe conceptualisation of stigma the social sciencdsaslargely ignored
this body oknowledge®sLy aSS1Ay3 (2 KAaG2NROIfteé& NBaAGdz 4GS
chapter has drawn onwaide range of interlocutors working in a black sociological tradition,
including Mario Biondi, James Boggs, Stokley Carmichael, Patricia Hill Sodels, Davis,
Kimberley Dotson, W.E. B. Du Bois, Roderick Ferguson, Frantz Fanon, the Greensboro Four, Paul
Gilroy, Lewis Gordon, Charles Hamilton, Harry Haywood, Robin Kelley, Joyce Lamont, Manning
Marable, Zine Magubane, Anne Moody, Cedric Robinsonehie Spillers, Cornell West, Patricia
Williams and Gary Younge. The account of stigma that emerges through this black genealogy of
stigmathinking challenges the individualism of psychological approaches to social problems,
SELR&Sa (KS fBEKAGS gZNDRHEXAYOYQENBRLISOGADBSET | yR GN
interactional analysis. What thgcholarship offers in place of a Goffmasque approach, angch
historical politicaland economicconceptualisationef stigmaastechnologiesof de-humanisation,
and stigma as a form of power that has been collectively resisted from below.
It is the argument of this chapter that bringing racism and-gatist scholarship to the front
and centre of sociological understandings of stigma enrichedility &s an analytic for
understanding2 0 KSNJ T2 N a 2 ¥ suhrSKastehtlassist didatlisk #hg risogynist

practicesg which arealsogrounded in eugenicist and/or essentialist ideologies of human difference
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[cH]3. The Stigmaachine of the Border

Wt S2LIX S y2 Y2NB FlLraaqSy GKS adAaaylr 2F NI OS dzk
their own fleshQ

Barbara Fields and Karen Fields, 2¢/¢2

W2 K& GKS@ Ldzi F ydzYoSNJ 2y YSK 2Keé (GKSeéaméd f f

998y (KSe 6NRGS ydzyoSNB 2y aYltf OGRKAfRNBYQX

During 2015, an unprecedented 1.3 million people applied for asylum in the 28 member states of the
9dzNR LISIY ! yA2YyZI b2NBIE& | yR { épvaviouS Ngaawgrindrk f KA & ¢ | a
approximately 700,000 [asylum] applications in 1992, after the fall of the Iron Curtain and the
O2ftfl LJAS 27T %HeRKkose{senk pratectioy’ih Ruypgedvere largely fleeing wars,
conflicts and political oppression in Syria (over 50 per cent), Iraq, Afghanistan and Eritrea. Some
arrived via Balkan land routes, but these borders were soon blocked and the vast majordy mad
treacherous Mediterranean Sea crossings. An estimated 3,771 people drowned in the Mediterranean
in 2015 alone, evidence of the life and death stakes of this journey. In the summer of 2015,
newspapers and news websites across the world were filled withiqgnaphs of drowned children
and people desperately paddling towards shore on overloaded dinghies.

In response to the growing humanitarian crisis in the Mediterranean, the German Office for
Migration and Refugees announced on the social medialsiiéer on 25 August 2015 that they
GSNBE Wy2 f2y3aSNI SYyT2NDOAY 3 |*9WatthisynednINR Y®R dzZNBa T2 N
refugees on the ground was that if they could navigate a route to Germany, they would be

guaranteed at least temporary leateremain.¢ KA & G NXA I FBINFRYWNOK AT K NP ¢zT K ¢
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as hundreds of thousands of people caught in dire conditions at camps and transit zones across

9dzNRB LISQa a2dzi KSNYy o02NRSNA YIRS 4°K®as adidstiths y 2 NI K 0
intensifying human and political drama that shortly after midnight on 1 September 2015, two trains

RNBg (G2 | KFEtd Ay .nSOtr@s | G266y Ay [/ 1 SOKALF 060K
Slovakia.

[Al{ OSyS 2y SY . nSOf Ila, ShiithAvibravia &Czedhial 1{8&pResitier 2015 S O

G aARYAIKEG 2y m {SLIWGSYOSNIwuamp=Z F &ljda R 2F [/ 1SC

forcibly removed 214 people (115 men, 38 women and 61 children). The first train had arrived from

Vienna shorthybefore midnight, the second shortly after midnight from Budapest, both bound for

Germany. Czech government officials described the passengers it removed from these two trains as
Whmn Af€S8S3LE YAINIYGEAQDP ¢KS I &rd SyMa adyNdhtiletr s 2 GS NI
had survived treacherous se&asossings from Turkey to Greek islands and were just hours away from

their German destination when the trains were intercepted by police, who moved through the

OF NNA I 3Sa OKSO1 Ay3 thdSewithiolf anEU pasdsPodizyt B tfavel isa thedt £ 2 F
allowed them to be on Czech territory were removed. The statmed Czech Railways had informed

GKS /TSOK 1'tASy t2tA0S GKFG 1 NBS ydzroSNE 2F WYA
werewaih Y3 FT2NJ 0 KSY Ay &diohg witffjoizvidiSs\Nr ad-wié shallrgée Ghis | &

was a politicallprchestratedevent. After escorting people from the trains, some in handcuffs, the

police assembled people on the platforms and proceeded to use indelible pens to ink numbers on

their arms and wrists.

YFdSnAyl wSyRf2@t3x | &Ll Sag ahdtithginkhgddd G KS /T S«
NEFdaASSa ¢la | YSlya 2F 1SSLAYy3I I NBO2NR 2F Tl YA
they have arrived on so that we know which country we should return them to within the

NEFRYAZ4A2Y 48adSYIQ &K nimbersma pieteRipgharbut ey S dza S R
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1 SLI (KNP g A $fThe lefiGeds were thed gatked onto buses destined for temporary

camps in local school gymnasiums in south Moravia, where officials said they would be processed,

before being transferretio remote rural detention centred y %k adt @1 F ySFNJ . Ny23 4

a2 N} @A | =Jedowh RentrabBohemia.

[Insert Figure 3 near here]

Figure3Y WLY | AYyHBBEwW&IEA[AS5Sa®Ay3a ydzYoSNBR o6& /1 SOK

SouthMoravia, Czech Republic,September 2015reprinted with copyright permission

Events at njS @éré odptured by £zech News Agenpyotojournalist,igor Zehl, and werposted

on the Associated Press website. There was one photograpdrticular which caught the attention
2F AYOGSNYyrdGAaA2ylf ySga SRAG2NEZE |y AYIF3IS 27F |
her body, while a Czech policewoman wearing blue plastic gloves wtitaberson his arm. This
image was prirgd in newspapers, published on news websites and shared across social media
platforms around the world (selegure 3). This photograph and the news stories that accompanied it

aroused an international outcry from human rights organisations for the distgragsociations it

elicited with the badging and tattooing of Jews during the Second World War. As Ruth Dureghello, a

Jewish community leader in Rome, explained:

It is an image we cannot bear, which recalls to mind the procedure at the entrance of Nazi
extermination camps, when millions of men, women and children were marked with a

number, like animals, and they were sent to ¢fie.

These allusions to the Nazi holocaust were not lostoiNfAr I K& | QG A @A adad ' REY .|

the fascistic Czech Nayio- £ 5SY2 ON} O&8 a2@SYSyid o66Saieée ylrOA2yIl f

WGKS . nSOflI @ AYyGNHZRSNARAQ (2 WwWoS 02y OSydN) GSR

concentration camp near Pragd&AsWI y  2dizl ¢d theindependent Czeakews website
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Britské listyand ascholarof Czech societgletailed these viewsvere symptomatic of rising anti

refugee sentiments in the Czech public sphierthis period**Indeed, it was not just extremist

minorities butestablishment figures, such as the Czech Presidehtf Z2n@an, who crafted

WYY Sy RI OMNBdEAZAIS)S( AFIANMhan Ataledh September 2018 WL Y LINR F2 dzy Rf
convinced that we are facing an organised invasion and not a spontaneous movement of

NB F dzZ#Z&m® N SR GKS /1 SOK Lzt AO GKFEG NBFdzASSa 6 ¢
infectious diseases into the nation and could harbour sleeper cells of Islamic terféti3tse fear

thesekinds of official politicastatements generated waapparent in local responses to the

SGSyidAarzy 2F NBFdASSa Ay . nSoOtl go

hy y {SLIISYdSNE o mttendedSaanidti cohweded by patice,@he | &

Mayor and representatives from the Government Ministry of the Intet#®rThis meeting was called

O«
N

G2 +ttflée G4KS FSINmB 2F 201t OAGATI Sya Ay GKS Tl
public meeting that officials had relocate it from the town hall to a local cinema. Officials reassured
locals that migrants wodlbe segregated from any contact from local people and policing measures
g2dZf R 6S NROdzal® WEeKS O2y@SNAIFGA2Y QX NBLER2NISR |

~ 7 A

200l ar2yltfé RAR (UKS | dZRASYOS aK2dzi dAN#zERa b & DY ¥

[AWYAINryGa INB tA1S 0201 NRI OKSaQ

| haveresearchedssues of asylum, detention and immigration fver a decadgbut beganworking
on thischapter during the 2015 refugee crisis in Eurdpethe years whiclhaveimmediately
followed, state practices of bordering, detention, incarceration have intensified around the .world
Indeed, the concentration of people, prisons,cages and camps, and the expulsion of people from
state borders, is aignal feature ofhe curent global authoritarian turn- a turnwhich has
irrevocablyshreddedpostWorld War Il international levelggeements aroundhumanrightsand

particularly the rights opeople with uncertain legal status, stateless people mfdgees Thisshift



hasbeen most visible in the United Stategre since 2017 there has beensignificant increasm

WYL &da Aff St -ddekdrkad theQfass EATO 21 WERNRYSANDY(G K2 dza | yRa 2 ¥
FTIEYAE® ASLINIGA2YAQS (KS oReSikemesdforhgiabd itleafrfentLddzNLI2 3 S T
including torture YR G KS WI NB A GNJF NB | Yy RseekgfRWEitholtydraleS RS G Sy G
constituting cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishmentr@atment) which is

absolutely prohibited in if NJ/ I (G A 26)Trefflagfartt diste@ard for international law in

ostensibly liberal democratic statéss arguably legitimated abhorrent and inhuman practices of

detention, torture and expulsiomlsewherein the world.

Citizenship regimes around the wodde becomingnore punitive and exclusionary, for examplésit
estimated that 12 million people are currently stateless, one third of whom are chiléheople
without citizenship live in a state of nggersonhood withait recourse to basic human rights or
governmental protectionsGlobally, the number of refuges is also rising, in 2017 it was estimated
that 65.6 million people were living in contexts of forced displa@sda consequence gfolence

and persecution, wars and conflicts and human rights violations.

It is in this broader context, that this chapter examines éneplification of stigma politicahich
accomparesthe currentauthoritarianturn. For themass breaching ohternational law anchuman
rightsregimeswe arecurrentlywitnessing across the worlgperates in tandem with, and is

lubricated by stigmatising representational practices which involve the extreme dehumanisation of
people.For it is only when publigso longer see those seeking refuge human beingghat state
governments can openly and unashamedly engage practices of segregation, incarceration, expulsion
and torture. The forms of dehumanisation thequirespivot on racism, that is on the radical

devaluation of human lives through racist representationgaffi-citizens and unwantegeopleas

less tharhumart that is aswvaste populationsWhat | mean by this is thdke institution of policies

in places such asurope which, for exampléave now madét illegal for humanitarian groups to aid
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and rescue those drowningediterranean Searequire the activation of stigmpower. This

involves thecrafting, and the accumulation over time, sfories and visual depictiornghich

transform flesh and blood humans in objects and things. For example, in response to desperate

scenes of overcrowded boats in tediterranean Se& 2015 the British fafright journalistand

media celebrity Katie Hopkimsiblished anewspapercolumy” i MBfaSORIzZSY 6 2 G aK L QR dza
G2 a02L)sath@ihatWAANIIY Ga FNB ftA1S 0201 NI OKSa X L R
coffins show me bodies floating in water, play violins and show me skinny people looking sad. | still

R2 yOQ{iNE ® Q

The resurgence of public racism on the scale witnessé&tiropeduring the 2015 refugee crisis

R 2 S Zwyie@g@from nowhere.Racismis historical, thatis, RN} ¢ & A (& Wyl NN} G§A @GS Sy
existing grids of associations, frothd SYIF yiA O I yR AO0O2yA 0 F2fRaQ GKFG |
memories of people and placé®Asthe UNhighcommissionefor humanrights, Zeidw I QI R
Hussein/ 2 i SR AY HnmpXZ GKS dzaS o0& O2YYSydl G2dfd & dzOK |
describe refugesg arrivingin Europenvokespastracial genocidesAs Husseimeminded usthe term

cockroach wasvidely employed by the Nazi regime in ntigentieth century EuropéNazi to

dehumaniselews, and was also used by the perpetrators of the Rwandan gennci@84. In short,

this choice of wordvas a deliberaténcitement to racial hatreavhich cited previous rituals of

dehumanisationwhich had beemmployed as precurseto ethnic and raciajenocide.

Thischapter unfolds frontheda O Sy S | ih 2015nj & vihat folws,dig into this event in order

G2 dzy RSNRGIYR 06S0GSN WwiKS NHmil whatwe cahJdeain(frotlNd OA I £ & R
about the states we are in and the fascistic return we f&©ne argument of this chapter is that

the genealogy of penal stigma examined in Chapter One hahatsnages of refugees being written

upon at. njS @din-s@tion As Stuart Haput itz NJ OA &Y A& WI o6FR3IST | G21S

practice of classificatioff* As we saw in the previous chaptersetbadge of race has long been

121



employed as an othering practice, a colouring device, to dehumanise slaves, calbjeats non

citizens, refugees and migram@.RacismA asystBmofmark® I Y S OK | gullideyspar&k A OK W
AY 2NRSNJ (G2 aarday F2NDOSHInwNmafdldws yholdo azebdingd Of 24 S
stigma as material practisef dehumanistion to further examinethe relationship between

stigmatisation, racism, dehumanisation and practices of enclosure and expulsion.

O«
zZ
S
Q)¢
b
Q)¢

[A]9 dzN2 LIS Qa NI OAad

This chapter focuses on events in Czechia in 202&chias a nation of 10.5 million people which
joined the European Union (EU) in 2004 as part of a group of former communist states, Hungary,
Poland, and Slovakia, which are known collectively as thegk4d group. Fom the early 1990¢he
Visegrad states were transitioned from Sowé#yle command economies to neoliberal market
economies. This process involved the implementation of the 1993 Copenhagen criteria, a policy
package involving rapid privatiéan of stateowned infrastructure and assets and the liberalisation
of labour and financial market§’ ¢ KA & W& K 2 (njectall BdBrlomicvirgualify into the
region:w IS £ S@Sta O2fflLJASRY ¢2N)] SNE QpuNik 8cégss YR 6 S
and infrastructures were privatise®

While the availability of cheap credit initially cushioned the impact of neoliberal social and
SO2y2YAO0 NBF2N)Xaz GKSNB Kl & 0SSy -QlyfOINER A& NS SRDY
andOF LA GF £ AaYQ LINE YABBRR MBS YWOK IYSIVOSWEH KRaIup K G KS
A R S 2 intensifle@in the wake of the North Atlantic Financial crisis in 2008, and thera was
political shift away from democratic priaU parties which embracecaraliberal reforms to
nationalist rightwing partiesAs Jodi Dean argues, the inequalities and insecurities introduced by
w3f 20kt AT SR yS2ftA0SNXf OFLAGEFEEAAYQ NP YIylI3ISR L
S Ky 2 OS¥\ishigkad polidkans harnes$¢he animosities generated by growing economic

AySlidd t AGASE Ay G(GKS NBIA2Y (2 ylrdArzyltaasad FrHydl a
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Hungarian Prime Minister Vict@rbanl y y 2 dzy’ O S Rhe hef statethatwe areBuildingisan
illiberalstate,anon-liberala G 144 S @ Q

Asi KS KdzYlF yAGl NAT Y ONXR aA @ 2015righwingRiseyad o6 2 NRS NA
politiciansand public commentatorbegan to craft apecialgeopolitical role for the region as a
buffer zone against which (Western) Europe could be protected agahmst was characterised as
anunstoppablecatastrophiclood of (Muslim)migrantsenteringEurope A rush of fencebuilding
began on Eastern borderhe opening of new camps to detain migrants, the formation by-iNaais
2F WKdzYly gl ttaqQ FaFAyald NBTFTdzaSSa 2y adlridS 062NRS
adzOK | a | dF @y RERAVEAZNRSNI Kdzy i SNE Q elbofder nmiilitaHiE p nn &
2015alonez G KS 1 dzydF NARFY 3I2FSNYYSyYyld WAy O@itedebcg Y2 NB
YR 62NRSNI O2yiNRfaQs (GN}yaF2N¥Ay3d AGasStT Ayidz ¢
LINE G S O A 2 42ExpINiGrEhest regior®lseeuritisation programmes was the idea that
YAa3dzZARSR fAOSNIE 2SA0GSNY 9dzNRLISEHY LRtAGAOFIE €SI
granting refugee taMiddle Eastern, African and/or Muslim refuge@sformer Czech President
++t Ot + @ Yfldza adl G4SRZ a KS f I dzyOKSR [lin2¢16ri MN2AVFE £ 2
Europe wants to commit suicide by accepting an unlimited number of refugees, let them do it but

y2i sAGK 20N O2yasdSyidQo

[AJW! 3ISYy20ARS ILBRAY SO 6KAIQ

In Czechia, a populist narrative emerged which, drawing on histories of German and Communist
occupation, imagined the Czech peopkengagedint y SEA &GSy G ALt &G NHA3IE S | 3
K2NRSE&Qd ¢KAA& &0 NHz3 3dcSwan FoaexdnpleJh ne@s\hdadlime o 817 YSR | &

{ SLISYOSNI Hamp jd2GSR /T SOK {20A2ft23Aaix tSGNI I

refugees as though they were aggressors. The traitors of the Czech nation are helping them to

exterminate us likeK S 6 KA (G Sa KI @S SE i SNMKdegitbrialhfhe Gk wSR LYR;



broadsheet newspapdridové Noviny LISYy SR o6& WSELIS NI -Adapakaadd 2 3A &0 Q
GAGE SR wLa | 3Sy20ARS F3FAYy&ald 6KA GhSsalikgHertate T2 NJ 9
basically undertaking an artificial mixing of the races in which the white race will be gradually
fAjdARIFGSR YR ¢S 9dz2NPLISIya gAtt 06S02YS % O] 2N

These ethnenationalist sentiments spédd onto the streets.

On 12 September 2015, thousands gathered in Prague to protest against refugee arrivals,
one of many such demonstrations across the country and wWilsrgrad regiothat year. Video
footage of thke Pragueprotest captures a carnivatmosphere, with young people and families with
OKAf RNBy OFNNEBEAY3 /1TSOK FfFr3a FyR K2t RAYy3 dzLJ 61y
Wt N2PGSO0 (GKS 0 2MRsSindEfaQetpaiiat hdgried with hifllamic and antiefugee

slogans, andcro®Rd OKIF yYiSR Ay dzyAaz2ys WwWCdzO01 2FF3 Latl Y®dQ

While there were also proefugee marches and campaign<dmechiasustained and
organised resistance to the rise of populist prdéscist politics has proved difficult. TRésegrad
stateshave no significahy largenon-white or migrant populations, except farhighly persecuted
Roma minority Theonce substantial and vibrant Jewisbmmunitiesin the Visegradegioneither
emigrated orwere murdered in the Nazi holocaustor exampletherewere only an estimated 2,000
Muslims living in the Czechim201% a fact whichled St YI adzKA & S5AT RFENBJAGI |y
professor at Charles University in Prague, to describellening increase in levels of aiuslim

NI OA&Y Ay GKS O2dzgih NIK 2Idzf° W Idz& € A W& QK2 6 A

[AlWb2 /FYLZE y2 /I YLQ

It isalsoimportant to note that Visegrad states are transition rather than destination countries for

refugees. For example, in 2015 Czechia granted refugee protection to a mere 71 people, out of a

124



total of only 1,525 asylum applications. Indeed, these are stdtashabitually record negative net
migration rates, as young people seeking higher wages migrate West. National policies in the region
are designed to deter refugees and migrant workers, despite growing labour shortages. The small
numbers of refugees strayg onto Czech territory in the summer of 2015 were seeking only to cross
the border. In practical terms, refugees and migrants are unlikely to be able to speak Czech or to
have family, friends or other contacts to induce them to remain.
Whatthistells@ Aa GKFIG GKS AylAy3a FyRwaSISyilAzy 27
orchestrated political theatre. The refusal to let refugees continue unmolested on their journeys was
an opportunity to demonstrate control over national borders. In particular, the timindp®
RSGSyildAaz2y 2F GKS NBFdZASSa | G . njS-@iflelngotiatingg RS & A Jy S
position on a proposed EU quota system that would require states to accept an agreed number of
Syrian refugees. A matter of hours after the detenton Fdz3SSa | & . nSOf I @5 GKS /
aAyAadSNI adlrGSR G2 22dNyltArAada GKIG KS gl a AyidaSNn
Berlin, which might allow refugees to travel unmolested across the Czech territory on the
understanding that any quota OKSYS g2dzZ R 06S Wdzy OOSLI¥T 6t S (G2 GK!
¢CKFG S@Syda Ay .nSOtr @ 2y m {SLIWISYOSNI Hamp 6
similar events on a much larger scale in neighbouring Bynghen, on 3 September, the Hungarian
government abrugly cancelled all international train services to Western Europe. Thousands of
refugees heading for Germany were trapped at certiaketitrain station in Budapest, effectively
KSftR Kz2adlr3aS o0& zA10G2NI hNbt yQa 3Iz@ENapréEfhied Ly G SN
scenes of despair dteleti people left with useless train tickets, families sleeping on the streets, and
a lack of food, water and sanitary provisions.
Thechaosat Keletitrain station sawseveral hundred people set off on foot to Austria, a
walk of110 miles Another group of approximately 500 people were eventually herded onto a single

train which they were told was heading to Germamdeed itV LINR YAy Sy Gt & FSI G dzNBR |

flag)®*Q In actualitythis trainwasdestined for a migrant detention camp near the townBi€ske a
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mere 20 miles from Budapest. In scenes, again recorded by international journalists, hundreds of

riot police boarded the train aBicskeand attempted to force peple to disembark. British journalist

James Mates described how the refugees pleaded with journalmstdelevisiorcrews not to leave

Bicskdi N} Ay adFdA2y>X YR OKFYy(dSR Wy%A€dgeeninedyi?z Ol YLIQ
which hundreds of peoplattempted to break through police blockades at the train statiorder

to avoid detention andvalk to the Austrian border. Somrefugeessucceededn fleeingBicsketrain

station, but a50-yearold man died in one escape attempt when he fell and Hithd@ad on the train

tracks.

[A] Genealogies of racism in Europe

34 al3IRIFIESYylFr b2sAO1ltF | NBEdzS&as WOl adSNYy 9dz2NRLIS NBY

9 dzNZ*®E8en though the worst atrocities of the Second World War took place onddazipied

Central and Eastern European soil (often with the collaboration of local populatiordEr

communist rule there was no acknowledgement of historical state raciEnen vhile the material

remnants of a more multicultural past were hidden in plain sigfar example in formerly Jewish

neighbourhoods and empty synagogugseither the genocides that took place during the Nazi

occupation, nor the racial classification of B8 Ny 9 dzNR LIS ya | & W{fl @aQs y2

speaking citizens after the war, was understood through the lens of raEisrther,while under

postWar state socialisntacismcontinued to bepractised against minorities, notably Roma

populationsracismg | &y QG | O1y26f SRISR a | a20ALf LINRO6fSY
While theocclusionof Nazieraracial genocide from official histories of Eastern European

states has been partially revised since the fall of the Iron Curtain, this protesmemberinghas

been complicated by the ways in which ethnic forms of nationalism became associated with

liberation from communist totalitarianisr{Sovietera controls suppressed nationamthrough

ideologies of a supraational unia). Furthermore, it is not only that state racism has been

historically repressed, but that racism per se as a topic of debate and concern continues to be
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marginalised within the Visegrad public sphere, includiithin academic scholarship. As Nowicka

remaksoy (KS t2fA&K O2yGSEGS WiKS LRLMzZ I NI 2LIAYA2Y X
GGKS NI OALf LINROE SY FHrishoyt, 3a@iSrNS inSafided as & problenf t 2t | Yy Ré
imported from Wetern Europe, and a consequence of Western Europedonédism and

migration Asthe aforementioned¥ S E LIS NIi &l IC3eéhfpdbit figude@nyAtapana puts

it vis a vighe 2015refugee crisi¥ W WWs$eén European stateslarted in the distant past

colonialist division of the world arafter WWII began to reap the rotten fruit as they opened

borders to people of former colonies. We, however, did not participate in [colonialism] and

GKSNBTF2NB 6S KI @GS y2 Y2N¥t 26t A3l GAz2y G2 | OOSLI
IN2015NF OA &aY SYSNHSR Wi théidgtad publliysprefeutiviesS 2 LISy Q
AYFIAYSR ad | WwySsQ LINROGE BNis inpokadtio natNdis@thayracé S & T NR
is still understood imuch ofEastern Europe through the lens of scientific racttthis was
evident inpolitical and other publicresponses to the refugee crisishare racist views about
refugees were expressed not only in terms of religious and cultural differences (for example as
Islamophobia), but also in terms of biological differentssefor exampleZelenyAtapana a
comments on race mixing as racial genocide above).
The persistence of thesglder forms of radst thinking trouble liberal understandings cdce
andracism. In Western Europe, scientific theories of race have begamentallydiscredited since
the Second World War and thehas beersomeofficial acknowledgment of state racism through

the memorialisation of (some) past genocides, albeit primarily-sezatrocities that took place on

European soiHowever,as Alana Lentin haagued,this commemoration of racist crimes occludes

(@]
(s}
4

WGiKS F2dzyRIFIGA2Yyf NBfIGA2YAEAKALI 0 S-dolprBafdgminatios f A

<
@)

GAUKAY | YR RSaLA dead ds Octin haies RvBse® E@dp® RR kbf isNJ OA &
imagined asomething which was overcome (with N&za fascism), and eruptions Hcismare
thusimagined and legislated against as the abertagitefs andoehaviour ofa minority ofdeviant

uneducatedndividual racistsln the process, actually esting forms of institutional and state racism,
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including the ongoing exclusion of racialised citizens from the full rights and protections of
citizenship, are occluded.
Theclash ofpostcommunist and liberal regimes of racism vegegparent inliberal Wesern
European commentargiround the refugee crisis, were explicit expressions of racism in the;Hast
political commentary and antiefugee protests; was storied in the Wesds a conflict between
Wol O1 61 NRQ 91 ai SNyWaoddeBERPNIERENS yYRRENG 2 & Y K B8y BYY A G | NRA I y A &
situatingracism geographically in the East, state racism against refugees and other racialised
minorities wadn effectorientalised as a symptom of underdevelopmerd further sign of the
RAAGI yOS (UNIKBSHQ Wid2a 30 SO2YS f A0 SNI f = ®KdzYF YyAGE NR Y
This chapter does not seek to contribute to the stigmatisation of Eastern Eamspea WY 2 NB
N} OA &G Q (ekninefghbipu¢s®r te dBnénigh the central role of Western European powers in
enablingmass internments andeaths at the borders. It is, however, interested in what we might
learn from the conjunction of these different genealogies of racism. Not least, in terms of what
theseoverlapping regimesf racism might teach us about theainatic blossoming of nefascist
politics in Western Europe in the same peri&dr itnot only rightwing Visegrad politicians who
crafted and mobilised populist racisragainst refugeeas a means to make political capital
In the UK Brexit campaigm 2016 for examplethe two key themes of the leave campaign,
namely that immigration isipping apartthe nation andthat WI ye8 G KAy 3 FT2NBAIyx SEOS
O K2NNBY G Q y2i 2yfe 3INFYGSR WL FALE{NLIOKE Y QR (AL | N
emerge?8Indeed, while Hungary undertook a stagponsored propaganda campaign against
migrants in October 201&ee below)the farright United Kingdom Independence pgaftvorking in
conjunction with the official leave campaign led by highfiiggoliticiang, used almost identical
tactics and messages in its campaign to leave the EU. One of the most notorious pasteBriexit
OF YLI ATJyT GAGESR W.NBF{AYy3 t2AyiQT YR &adowiAif SF

of our borddNB Q> S YdbdtodpBoRgraph of refugees crossing the CrogBtovenia border
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(takenin 2015 & S@OARSYOS GKIFG 6KAGS 9 dzNP LIS(indeéddheo SAy I W,

visibly white person in the photograph was obscured by a text box ipalseer).
A matter ofhours after thisanti-refugee poster campaign was launched, Jo Cox, &fko

Labour MP for Batley and Speen in Yorkshire and agigfile political advocate for the human

rights of migrants and refugees, was assassinaidbe street by a white supremacist nationalist.

Cox was shot and stabbed repeatedigshe was slaughtered her killark 2 dzi SR W. NAGF Ay FA

.NRGFAY AYRSLISYRSYyGx . NRGIAY gAft Ffglrea O02YS TFA
Whatindeliblyconnects theéwo regimes of racism briefly outlined here, namely scientific

racism in which race is understood as a consequence of genetic differences in a stratified global

hierarchy of human lifeand liberal regimes of racism in which race is understood through the lens

of culturaland religiougdifferences in whiclfWestern)Europearsocietyis magined asnore

progressive and mor?’ R S @ S farg whieRs@Bemacisideologies In short, liberal oilliberal,

these overlapping regimes of racism are rooted in the same histories and epistemologies of

European modernity.

[A] Fascism as a connecting thread

In 2015different genealogies of racism crepsllinateand coalesce ianti-migrant racism
but they all draw energy fronwentieth-century European fascisand ideologies of white
supremacyL Y RSSR> AdG Aa LINBOA aB$§ €S ¥ OA0IyadmySAINRALISAZ0 12T 4
KeaAasSysSQs yR LINPANIYYSa 2F wi2dalt RSKdzYF yAT F GA2
wing politicians punditsand publicsacross Europ® refugee arrivalgn 2015 48°

In Modernity and the HolocausZygmunt Baumawarned usthat’l y 0 A AaSYA G A &Y & dzNJ
0KS LRLzZ I dA2ya Al KIR 220aSKEAGNASESY YVAYNBS dF R N
Jews have all but disappeared, antisemitln® 2 y i A y dz$ dlbeit, ldeladdSRef against

different populations, most notably Muslint&!. | dzYt y RSaONAo6Sa (KA&a LIKSy2Y



puji

gAGOK2dzi WSgaQs SAONROAY A (GKS LINPf APoStMBRIGAZ2Y | YR
Europel & WI 3AFYS ¢gMiK2dzi FTNRBYGASNEQO®

In Europe, theesurgence anamplification of fascist ideologies, practices and policies is
evident on every scale and in every sphere of socialitiffhe resurgence of faright, white
supremacist nationalistic political parties atite election ofcharismatiaight-wing politicians on
anti-immigration platforms; inhe unashamed embrace of racist ideologies across the entire political
spectrum in stateled propaganda campaigns against refugees and migrants; in a rush of fence
building and the erection of checkposjtin the opening of ever more prisons to detain migrants, in
the formal and informal dispersal of border enforcement roles to state officials, medical authorities,
schools and universities, welfare agencies, employers and landlords; in the incessarttiorodii
racial stigma and hatepeech in news reporting, social media and everyday speech; and in rising
levels of hatecrime and everyday racist violence. While explicitly-fmtigner in orientation, tie
explosion of public racissacross Europlas &so legitimatised racial hatred and violence towards

existing racialised citizens, especially Muslims, Jews, Roma, Gypsies and Travellers, and other black

and brown ethnic minorities.

[A] The stigma machine of fascism

¢2 dzy RSNARGIYR (K OdZNNByYy G NBGdzZNYy 2F FFLraOAadAO ylI
still obfuscated colonial reign of terror on the African continent in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth century.AsHannah Arendt reminds ushe seeds of [Nazi] totalitarianism can be found in

the period of colonial rule in Afric&

German SoutfWest Africa modernday Namibia, was a colony of t&rman Empirérom
1884 until 1915Within areas under German control, all Africans over the age of eight had to wear
metal passes around their necks, which were embossed with the imperial crown, the magisterial

district, and a number. Ais other pass systems, such as thdeweloped inndia, the US and South
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_Empire

Africa this badging was a form of penal stigmatisation that was intended both to humiliate and to
facilitate control over captive labour. When people resisted this badging, for example by ridding

themselves of the metal tags duriegcape attempts, a system of ink tattooing was propo%¥éd.

In 1904, uprisings by the Herero (and Nama) people against the colonial administration, led
to the adoption of an extermination policy in the region. What followed was described by the then
O2YYIFYRSNI 2F DSNXNIFY TFT2NOS&a Ay {2dz2ik 2Sad ! TNAOI =
¢ | NIBW1906, the German colonists had murdered 65,000 Herero people out of a total population
of 80,000, many yingof thirst when, encircled by German tps, they were forced to flee into the

KalaharDesert

Someofthoses K2 a4 dzNNBYRSNBR ¢gSNB G GG22G&dhangend] 60 NI y R
Hererq meaningimprisoned Herer, before being dispersed as slave labour on the farms of
Germansettlers#% Alongside the use of penal tattoos, this genocide saw the development of
concentration camps in the region. German scientists used the camps to gather evidence to support

0KS y2¢ o0f2aa2YAy3 FTASER 2F Walodbdsff &aO0ASyO0SaQ oA

Thousands of Herero body parts were collected in the concentration camps, and shipped to
the Germanyltis estimatedtha®o X nnn | SNBENR ajldzZ fa ¢6SNB asSyd G2
examine for signs that they were of racially inferidS 2 L37 Manyobtheexperiments on Herero
and Nama body parts were overseen by Eugen Fischer. Fischer had spent time undéeiaking
researchon mixed race children i@erman SoutiWest Africaand his researcled toa 1912 ban on
interracial marriages in the German colonigslolf Hitler was an admirer & A & Oris8axd, &and
drew on his bookPrinciples of Human Heredity and Race Hyg{&821)in his vision of apurified
Aryan race irMein Kamp{1925).
The genocidal activities of the Germansinica in the early twentieticenturywere not

hidden These events were debated in parliament, reported in newspapersa aghular German
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postcard from this period depicted soldiers posing with the skulls oétdgwhich the Army forced

captives to clean before they were sent to German Universities). In 1906, the German socialist

satirical magazin®er Wahre Jacopublished a cartoon depicting the skeletonised remains of

| SNENER &ALINBIR | ONRPaa |y SELIyasS 2F GKS Y KFNRX
in much profit and there are no better quality goods on offer, at least we can use it to sebape
ANAYRAYE LA FyiQo

l'da 1 2NISyasS {LAtESNER y2084 WAT (GKS GoSyGAaSar

GSNNAFeAy3d aLISOGFOES 2F GKS G20t AGFNARFY NBIAYSC

the long centuries of unregulated vibly OS | 3+ Ay ad of F O] LIS2%9) SQF | yR 2

German colonial methods of racial classification were further innovated when, as Frantz Fanon puts
Al WbETAAY GNFXyat2NNSR (KS BH@edihe Nagi dovetbl2 LIS Ay (i 2
WodZAt R Iy SYLANB Ay GKS 91aiQ ¢55R OBl YAXOBNAEBf O2
SELI yaArzys aSaGat SN O2¥ @@ b RBNY LINRSSDOAGE IS SIOK
Europe involved the creation of a vast, bureaucratic stigm®éah y S F2NJ 6 KS Of I aaA FA
SYSYASaQ 6AdSd WSgaxr DelLlaisSa KR ot FOMNROYIA yW H 320 Aal
RSOAIylaos yR WdzaSftSaa SFIGSNBRQ 6RAAlFOf SR LIS2 LI S
W EASYAYWay i &KEQOF YR WLISada KIFENXTFdA G2 GKS ylLiAzy
2T (KS WNpréektletvisagatha RuGeyl Bieher and his colleaguedeed,CA & OK S NI &
experiments on thévodies of slaughteretiereroand Nama lJS 2 LI S SRR SYIOS ¥ aSQ 4K
underpimedthe 1935Nuremberg laws{ 2(INBE SV t NP1 SOGA 2y 2F DSNXIyYy . f22F
DSNXYI Y | 2y 2dzNRU S-radaKraddges@nd yeyh&/&d Gerghan Sitikeénship from Jews
(and later Roma and Afric@ermans).

During theNazi regime, Fischer and his colleago@stinued toexpaiment onbody-parts as

they sought to evidence their eugenic theory of racial hierarchy, but now they used the dead bodies
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of JewsRoma Gypsieg\fricanGermansSome ofi KS KdzY 'y NBX &SI NOK YIF GSNAI f

laboratorywassupplied by hisormer student,Josef Mengeleat Auschwitz.

LYy 2NRSNJ (2 RAaGAY3IdZAEAK WNIOAIlIf SySyiaSaQs
wear distinguishing badges, most often a yellow star, in public pfA¢aslabour and extermination
camps, an elaborate system of badging was developed to distinguish different classes of prisoners.
Those designated for slave labour at camps, rather than immediate death, were often stamped with
ink signs on their forehead, atabour numbers were also frequently inked on the skin. At the
Auschwitz complex, stigmatisation extended to the ink tattooing of serial nuniedswish inmates
selected for workThe first experiments in tattooing used a metal stamp, wigielforated the skin
(on the left breast), and ink was rubbed into the wound. This developed into a more sophisticated
system of needle tattooing (on the left armit least 400,000 people were tattooed in this way. The
Czech holocaust survivor Ruth Elias recalls Hmassrvived neastarvation in the Jewish ghetto of
Theresienstadbear Prague, but it was only when she lined up to be tattooed at Auschwitz that she
dzy RSNERG22R GKIG &aKS gl a f2y3aSNI O2yaAiARSNBR |

OUrRSLISNE 2yt AT I GA2Yy Q0

As Primo Levi describesThis is Mar(1947), the replacement of your name with a tattooed

0 K¢

K dzY |

YdZYO SNI 61 & 82dNJ WAYAGALFGAZ2YQ Ayidz | @msyEbeii Y OKA

termsthisW O ( S 3 2 NRaQrodess Nulmph /BT KS 02 y ONBérd&ediafidRA OA Rdzl f C

peopleare made intd¥ | y | 6 &5% The abstracioyf 6f people into things through stigmatising
classificatios underpinned the operations of the entire fascist machiimeleed, it was the

cumulationof practices of dehumanisatiomhichenabled the stigma machine of the slave labour

OFYLA G2 0SS GNIYYaAF2NNSRAYy (G2 WIAAIlIYHGAO RSFEIK YI C

[A] Public humiliation and pillory



These penal technologies of dehumanisation were prefigured by a debate amongst prominent legal
expertsabout the efficacy of penal stigma as a judicial punishment. In the 1930s leading Nazi legal
scholars, such as Georg Dahm, proposed the reintroductigh@®K I YS al yOldA2yaQ | a LJ
SallotAaKYSyd 27F | ySg | tzsiet NEAATSNAIF v | {AS IMGEK | &g 3 (KS
had been the highest good of the old liberal order, honour was now the highest good of the new
Nazi order. Shame sanctionshiah deprived offenders of honour, should accordingly be the Nazi
Lidzy A & K'Y Sy 3 12sRort & éalle & @ redesign of tlermanjudicial system to support
the implementation of the illiberal racial order of the Nazi regime.
2 KAt S 51 KYsdpaan byNBauldfihe German legal system were not implemented
in full, by the mid 1930s the Sturmabteilurihg Nazi Party's first paramilitary arinad already
reintroduced pillory and other public shame sanctions as part of a Nazification prijese stigma
practices involvedubjecting people to public humiliations such as sigraring, heaeshavings,
public beatings and lynchings. For example, photographs from Austria during the Anschluss in 1938,
depict Jewish women being exhibitedampublicsquarewith signs hung around their necks which
read 'l have been excluded from the national community (Volksgemeinschaft)' (seedjgliteese

AGAIYE LINF OGAOSE LINPEATSNIGSR YR AYGiSYyaATASR | a

[Insert Figue 4 near here]

[Caption]Figuren Xristdllnacht Shamelewish women in Linz, Austria are exhibited in public with a

cardboard sign statingl have been excluded from the national community (Volksgemeinschatft),

during the antiJewish pogrom known d§istallnacht, November 1938
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The use of stigma punishments was accompanied by massive state propaganda campaign primarily
targeting Jews but also other racial and political enemies of tigastate, including disabled
people, prostitutes, and the mentally ill. This Nazification movement included poster campaigns,
anti-Semitic newspapef(such aDer Stirmes = FAf Yas GKSIFGNBX NIRA2Z2 ONRI
exhibitions. For example, thei-{ SY A (1 A O YehibBddywhich opaited iRthe German
Museum in Munich on November 8, 1937, and was then toured in Vienna and, Berigisted of
hundreds of artworksphotographs and objectdesigned taepresentthe subhumanity of Jews.
Thistouring exhibition was accompanied by a catalogue, a lecture series and theatre performances.
In 194Q the pseudedocumentary filmDer Ewige Jud@ 940, dir. Fritz Hippler), wase of a
collection of fascist filmsured across Germangndlater compulsrily screened iccupied cities
and townsacross EuropeNazi plice reportsapprovinglynote a correlation in arkBemitic feeling,
street harassment and violence in the wake of these propaganda art exhibitions, screenings and
culturalevents.

Der Ewig Judes | &  YnhaRd&toryiewing for police and $8its, special units of the
Wehrmacht, and guards at concentration and extermination camps, since it was thought that the
film would ward off any scruplgseoplemight feel about the merciless persecution and annihilation

2F KB wSgaqQ

[A] The death of the scaffold?

In Discipline and Punisfoucault famously argdel K & G KS Ay iNRRdzOGA 2y 2F Y2
punishments, such as imprisonment in place of physical torture reflects a broader historical shift
g & FNRBY GKS W@AaAo0tS AydiSyairieQ FyR WK2NNRTEAyY
spectacle of tk tortured, dismembered, amputated, symbolically branded on face and shoulder,
SELRA&SR RSIR 2NJ FftAGS G2 LWzotA0 OAS6Qr 6S3IAya (2

century There ishistoricalevidence in support of arguments that technologéesl mechanisms
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of social discipline and punishment are transfornveithin Europe in this period. There is a shift, for
example, from the spectacle ptiblic executionsto judicial sentences which involve hard labour,
including imprisonment and transportan --the last public execution in Lancaster took place in

1865.

| 26 SOSNE C2dz0l dzft 6 Qa Ot LAY GKIFG WGKS 02R& Fa i

P R

RAAILIISIFNBRQ Aada EAIYNFRYIQIG K| 20 PNKBhish&RD G 1 Of S

NS

ratheritg & 2 dzi 82 dzZNOSRX 4 9dzNBLISIYy O2f2yAlfAaY aLINB
across the world(indeed,public lynchigs increased in the US after the emancipation of the

enslavedn 1863.51* Public spectacles ofiolencespectacularlyplew back into Europe with the rise

of fascism, which inaugurated a nd&guropeardawn ofpublic spectacles of violenc&his was the

mid-twentieth century Nazi regime under which Foucault grew ugiahy France: a regime of

badging, publipilloryand shaming rituas G 2 NIidzNB | YR RSLIE NIl GA2ya 6KAC

bear to look upon closely.

The use of penal stigma erupted across Europe in-pastbacklashes against Nazi
collaborators, as seein shamingpunishments meted out to wonrealleged to have slept with
German soldiers. Over 2,000 women are thought to have been subject to these public humiliations
in postwar France, which involved heathavingface-marking,being stripped, spat, jeered at and
0SAYy3 LI NYRSR GKNRdzZAK (KS aiGdNBSGaz Ay sl e&a oKAOK
Figureb). It is significant that once more, it is women who tareted for thesehumiliations, and
thatg 2 Y Sy Q & aré rAale\t®Sbear the stigma tbfe wider community (here the public shame of

collaboration with the Nazi occupiers), underscoramge morethat we can rarely, if ever,

disentangle stigma power from regimes of patriarchy.

[Insert Figure 5 near here]
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[Caption]Figue5: Wt 2& INJ { KI YA Yy 3 : woomh being pataged ia &Paris street in

August 1944, barefoot, their heads shaved, and their foreheads and cheeks marked with swastikas.

One argument oStigma is that in order to understand the periodic intensification of judicial and

wider social and cultural practices of public stigmatisation and shaprangfices it is critical that we

F LILINR F OK G(GKSaS LIKSy2YSyl y20 | & athek&the LILISI NI yOS 2
WNBF LILIST NI yOS 2 FlRorexaiel the/ites db&duibentd ddRatred by Nazi

aKIFYS R@G20FIGSa Ay GKS mponada NBazyrasS gAGK GK2&S
scholarship and wider public culture todayildic shaning and pillory is on the return, and is central

feature of the currenglobalauthoritarian turn.

[A] The return of shame sanctions

Since the 1990s, the United States has witnessed the proliferation of legal shaming penalties, as part
ofabroaderregf S 2F Wt GSNYIFGAGBS &l yOilAizyaQ BWKYOKA®DES| =
RA&A3INFOS yR O2yidzySt e Ay H3StRdtising geralieslarg mow & LISOG | C
widely employed by Ufgderal judges in lieu of prison sentences. These shame sanctions include

practices such as forcing convicteetty ONRA YA Yyl f a (2 K2t R LJX I OFNRa adal
shopping malls and county courts, the enforced use of automobile bumper ditkeleclare a

driving infraction, being compelled to place newspaper advertisements or billboards detailing your

crime, being made to wear ashirt pronouncing your guilt, and the pubbcoadcastingf the

names of convicted offenders on communéagces television channelgigure6).54 As the legal

scholarDavid Skeel explaing, K S&4S a Kl YAy 3 LldzyAakKYySyida | NS WRS&aAd

TNRY GKS 2FFTSYRSNEY FStt29 OAGAT SyaQTreiffofced K2 NI =

social norms$1®
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[Insert Figure 6 near here]

FigureY { @12 £ S T N2 fyund phdtoyrapNdf & woman undertaking a shaming punishment

in the US in 2007.

James Whitman argues that these kinds of shaming sanctions are cruel, violate human
RAIYAGES FyR FNB REYIBN® d2S yf &9 Génkife Sebome § A 01 (5 Wi
instructive lessons in the recent fascist history of penal stigméhfise concerned about the
resurrection of stigma penalties in ostensibly liberal judicial systems across Europe and the US today.
Others argue that while stigmatising individuals should be discouraged, shame shaulliivezed
as a practicavith respectto corporationsg such as companies who evade tax or pollute the
environment. This argument is taken up and developed by Jessica Jactpi8hizame Necessary?:

New Uses for an Old Td@016), which advocates for the efficacy of shame sanctions as a

mechanism through which to nudge corporations into acting with more social responsibility.

| 26 SOSNE (KS SEGSyaiagsS RSoFGS yY2y3ad WaklYAy3
scope of this book. Where these debates overlap with the concerns didbis is in terms of what

these practices reveals about the persistence of punitive practices of social stigmatisation, and in
particular what this renewed intensity of stigma production reveals vis a vis wider regimes of state
power, and mutating regimesf racial capitalism.

¢ KS OdzNNByYyild AyliSyairFTaAOraGAaAzy 2F LISylrft adgaavyl
but,asLéd 2 F Oljdzr yi KFa FNBdAdzZSRZI A& aevYLW2YILGAO 27F |

neoliberal societies. As largues:

In the past quarteicentury, a whole galaxy of novel cultural and social forms, indeed a

veritable industry trading on representations of offenders and law enforcement, has sprung
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forth and spread [migrating] from the state to the commercial meatia the political field

©XB8 9 @SNE g-&n&ader gligh@ has bedome a core civic thedlre.

¢tKS ¢62NR WIAdzAIy2fQ 2NRAIAYIG§SE Ay CNBYyOK LIzLILIS{ NEB
popular entertainment which features repugnant charasteindeed, entire media genres, notably

reality television, areéoday dedicated to the staging of public shaming ritaala this twentyirst

century televisual guignol it is most often working class women wh@ualoéicly puppeteerecs

figuresfor derision 518

While shaming sanctions have long been employed in authoritarian regimes around the
world, the enthusiastic S Y R2 NASYSyYy i 2F WKdzYAf AL GA2Y alyoOluAzya
liberal democracies isdicative of the new illiberal state ordéeing forged by world leaders like
Orban, Modi, Trump, Putin and others. What these political actors have in common, is that they seek
to reassert older caste, racial and gendered hierarchies of person value as a means of garnering

political capital, andn service of profitseeking projects of capitalist exploitation.

[A] Tipping back into authoritarianism
l ONRPaa (0KS (6SYUdASGK OSylGdNEI WwWadldS NIOAaAYQ KI 3

which national sovereignty has generatedlégitimacy.Racism is the primary mechanism through

O
N

which capitalistelite$ & & dz-r 3S RA&AO02y Sy G | 62dzi &2 Oxitaftingl yR S
racism to generate divisions within the working class, to garner political capital and legitimate
exceptional measuresHowever, | want to argue that in the current conjuncture there is a more

profound rupture taking placdn the last interview he gave before he dj&tuart Hall stated that

Ydz GALX S ONR&ASA G6KAOK OKI ustraGviarg bikha iStelléckisd adt 6S ¢S
LISY Rdzf dzYz y24 2dzad (GKS dzadzZt Aya FyR 2dzia 2F LRf

machinations of racial capitalist® & | I f € &dzZ33S&aG§SRX AT WI dzi K2 NR G NS



Wi KS OdNNBY  AGNR &ma NBR 20 19RO > § gl&odlcrigsSincE th©S ( KS
Second World War

Certainly, thereactivation of historical forms of stigma powetried, tested and reworked
AGNI GS3IASE W2F R2YAYFIGA2Yy T RA&LR&adGsasignayac SELINE L
the political organisation of capitalism is tipping ever further from the egalitarian promise of
democracy towards repressive angpressive forms of authoritariamle.>?° As Hall writes, unlike
WOt I aaAl0rt FlLraoraayYQ GKAA | danetalNG thdfoddal vy A &Y WK & N
NEBLINB&aSyilll A0S AyaliAalddzianzyaQ FyR WKIFa 0SSy FofS
O 2 y a8 Iis thedargument of this book that stigma power is key mechanism through which
popular consent is forgedVe are now seeinthe emergence of a new kind of fascismhich Alain
. RA 2 dz ein@&idil¢ fascithR 6 60 SO dza S 4 S52Thdliespanse bfEYrapeaR 2 NJ A (G 0 ®
governments to the refugee crisis marked a tipping point in this broader fascistic retodn will

now return to these events moment

AIW! FAIFLYyGAO 61 88 2F NI OA&G &dGFGS LINBLI IFyRIQ

In 2015, Hungary had considerably more applications for asylum than the Czechia, around 174,000,

yet as part of the proposed EU quota schein@as only asked to accefit294asylum seekers.

Despite the small scale of this requesi, 2 October 2016, the Hungarian government held a

nationwide referendum on the proposed European Union quota system. As the Hungarian

philosopher Gaspr Tamas noted, what was most significar@ alzi (G KA & NBFSNBYy RdzY 4|
g @S 2F NI OAadG adrdS LINRBLI IFYRFQ GKFG LINRPOSSRSR
elementary school textbooks, from the internet to hundreds of thousands of personal phone calls
civilservantswereforced 2 Y I 1S (2 Y20 A fRAckhssHanydriankitesany 2 ¢ @20 S

major transport routes, and in public squares, parks and thoroughfares, giant billboards appeared

gAGK YSaal 3S Didyok kndw thaysibde taR BeGningwf the immigratioisisrmore
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KFr@S RASR Fa | NBadzZ & 2F GSNNRN

(p))

GKFY onn LIS2LX
glyia G2 aSiatsS I gK2tS OAG&Qa ysrkNdvkhatBifce thef £ ST €
beginning of the immigration crisis thrarassnentofg 2 YSyYy KIF a NARaSy aKFNLX & Ay
cometoHungarydoni  { S G4 KS 22 06 afyauEome tirAuhdalyJybuyhdvéit@eepBur
flrogavQ ''a [@RAF DFff KFa RSGFAfSRE (GKAAa LINRLI Ity
ofoverbmy Y & dpproxighafely $13,500 per asylum seeker that Hungary had been asked to give

refuge to®?* This print propaganda was amplified t&Jevision stations which:

Xused newsbreaks during the European Football Championship, in June aDtythpic
DI YSa Ay !daAdzadz (2 RSYRIN yFiINBYjLLy (A 0 SIWIIQASY SR §
seekers and refugees as criminals, terrorists and people who come to mooch on Western

welfare system$?®

This was an exercise in stdtgnded racism on a st@and with an intensity not witnessed in Europe

since the Nazi propaganda against Jewish citizens in the 1930s and¢l8#Dg went viral.

[AICF a0A4Y 2yt AYSY GN}yayldazylt NIOA&d NBaLRy&asSa

The British rightving tabloid newspaper, thBaily Mail hosts the most visited news website in the

world, the MailOnline, which attracts an international readership of 12 million people a day. On 2
{SLWSYOSNI HampX GKS al Af hyfthadfil bem$inkéddaNBeRCzedS Kt Q& L
L2t A0S Ay | Gd3NaBs ladl 2/NBS GikA (LO2SRA QI8 g NRA GS ydzZYo SNE 2
02y OSYy (NI GA2y OF YL LINWZAYiGNANSORSNERNA O ¥B¥ (A& BIE
pages, witcomments from raders in the UK, Ireland, USA, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, Spain,

Ol NB

QX

and SingaporeSome readersresponded & AY @AUSR o0& GKS dzaS 27

Ol YLIQ A ywith dutBageliatithie Su§gestion of any analogy between the inRifg NB Fdz2S5S5a Q
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hands and concentration camp regimes, insisting, for example,4hati Qa4 y 2 RAFTFSNBy

KFyYyR &aidlF YLISR | & @&Maiyn®n du§gestet! thay o fpermadeht daa Graphic

:

forms of penal stigmatisation should beusedt YI y I 3S NBFdzaSSa i 9dz2NRLISQa

They should write the id numbers on the forehead instead!
You could inject them with an RFID tag, at least you could track them!

Rubber stamp their foreheads instead!

They should be made to wear a yellow badge so that members of the public know who they

are and know to stay well away from them.

With the numbers involved and the desperate deceit used by many of these people tattoos

would be a more effective option. ihey behave well give them a yellow star to wear too
Pigs ears are clipped and tagged #justsaying

Wdza i 080l dzas GKS W 9 2 { R2yQid fA1S Al
Dig pits and machine gun the lot of thenCheaper to use gas.

28ttt R2YyS /1 SOK rmlké catteSvitha mastie Mamthejf iRrehddS

Good idea; tattoo everyone with a barcode easier to track

They should all be fingerprinted, DNA samples taken and photographed before tattooing

illeg@1 on their fore head [sic]

While it is easy to dimiss or disregard these kinds of discussion threads, they are important archives

of everyday stigmacraft in contemporary media cultures. Our task, as Les Back suggests, is to

Y dz

WRSGSEt2LI I NXYRAOFE FUGSYyuAgdSySaaa yiRe NEIQRKAQY 23TLISNE

sentiments and conversatiortd® The imagined anonymity of Internet forums, and devices such as

the use of fabricated user names, offer users a licence to break social taboos on racist speech, and

an opportunity to craft racism in extreme and virulent ways. Reading this discussion thrisad

evident there is enjoyment in provoking outrage, an intense pleasure in being racist with others in a
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community setting and by evading the censorship of forum moderators by, for example, placing
aLJ 0Sa 060SiGsSSy f Si G S NEmelffhe eeddi®Rraspdnded riegatvepté { Qd 2 KA
racist comments, for the majority the opportunity to be racist motivated their participation. As
YAYOSNI S / NByaklg y2iGSaz WNIXOAaY KSfLa (2 ONBLF (S
2F | & e(ykoRNEAMD ¢S SalGl 6f AAKYSYld 2F Fy hiaGKSNI ONBI
2F Fff y2yadir®3aYFGdAT SR LI NGIASaAQ®

The refugees arriving in Europe in the summer of 2015 are difficult to characterise in terms
of a single religion, nationality or through fakcolour lines. Perhaps, to account for the difficulty in
FTAEAY3I | aiAy3dzZ I NI Wwol RIS 2F NI O05Qs (KS NI OA&AY | 3
multiple figures and names: Muslims, Jews, Niggers, Arabsearatists morph into one another.
Most notably, Nazera antiSemitic practices are repurposed as amtdza f A Y NI OA&YY WL QR
fA1S OFGdGES 6AGK I YIFaaAirgdsS a 2tfisdnlikeatiddisF 2 NSKSF Rad
striking, with many posts imagining different ways of stigisiag refugees. Signs and words are
imagined impressed, branded, tattooed upon migrant bodies, stressing the relationship between
racism, writing and wounding uncovered in the genealogy of penal stigma. Also striking are the
many calls for the segregatistny R O2y FAYSYSy il 2F GKS&AS Wgl aasS LRLI
OF YLIAY Wb2 2yS Ay@AGSR GKSY (2 G4KS /1T SOK wSLlzt A

dzLJ 42YS 2F GKSANI dalSQAlrté OFyYLa Ay t2flyR FT2NJ i

[A]{ OSy S {-#e20Va imnfigtatiordetention centre, Czechia, 31 August 2015

BecauseCzechiaeceives so few refugees, there are only three immigration detention centres in the

country. Coincidentally, on 31 August 2015, the very day that the refugees began the train journeys
thatendedat njSOf I X !'yyl ~Fol (2@t G4KS /1SOK 3I20SNYYS
dzy I yy2dzy OSR @MSH 2001t G 2R SHkSS/ (.A2fyt OSY G NB= | F2NNSNJI {

subsequent report offers insights into the abject conditidinat would befaced by those refugees



0dza A SR T NRcEmpshnjEYRISBR> (1 KS &A ( dzledovédisyso distuBingR S & ONR 0 ¢
that it triggeredaNB & LI2yaS FNRBY %SAR wlQFR !'f 1 dzaaSAy> (KS
Human Rights.

2 KSy aKS$S [|laumdvd, $he chiefiof the Ezech Alien Police at the centre tried to
NEFdzaS ~Foli20ts yR (KS T2dzNJ f I s8SNBE FyR (62 Ay
attempted to remove the cameras they had brought to document conditions, despite that the
unannownced inspection of prisons and detention centres is a regular part of the role of Public
Defender of Right&2

~FolG2@t 0S3aAya KSNI 3-geoudddihcreaded itsicdpacyfyXramk y 3 G K | i

270 to 700 beds in a period of six months. Duringuigit on 31 August, 659 people, including 147

O

children,are beingRSG I AYSR® ~F ol 120t RS&ZONAROSa K2g | 2y ai
YEAYGlFAYSR (GKNRdzZAK2dzi GKS OSYiNB o6& (KS WLINBaSyC
officers, riotpolice AG ' yR L2t A0S R23aQd

¢tKS NBFTdzZASSa NBflF& (KSANWTEISE Ay DA (R20R  dialkd SINJ &f
LI2f A0S 2FTFTAOSNE WKIYyRf SR GKSY NRdZAKt&s 2NJ aLAG A
them terrorists.

~FolG2@t y20Sa GKIFG LIS2LX SothelIclulinghildesy G f &8 KI
have insufficient clothing and shoes to keep warm and clBatainees describe being given
mattresses that were filthy and infested with licGome of those she sge to had no hot meals, but
were surviving on rations of bread and cheeSeme haveo direct access to toilets or running
water, and haeto rouse guards to be released from the rooms in which they were locked each time
they need the bathroom. People altell her ofhumiliating strip and body cavity searches in front of
families and children, ostensibly to make sure they are not hiding valuables; mobile phones,
watches, shoelaces, belts and money were confiscated on their arrival.

The anxiety of being detained in theabjectO2 Y RAG A2y a o6l a WAYGSYyaiasFTas

they are unable to contact their relatives. Many have no wagdotact loved ones back home to tell
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them they arealive, orthe means of finding family and friendsth whom theybecome separated

on their journey, or deliberately segregated from indetent®hPS 2 LIt S R2y Qi 1yY26 6 KSy

0S NBftSIFaSR yR a2YS R2y Qi S@Sy (y26 6KAOK O2dz/i
5SaLIAGS GKS OflAYa 27T LI fQikél adalimeanspSi@dpihgd G K I

FILYATfASAE (23SUKSNE ~lFol 20t RAAO20OSNAR GKIG Tl YA'

detention centres’*° Amidst this litany of details, she pauses to note in her report:

Simple description of the situation cannioily convey the conditions in which these

NE KStRZ y2NJ 6KSANI LIA2OK2t 2340k ¢

w

OLIS2LX S8 ¢

LINA SR 2F (GKSANI KdzykyAde FyR (NBI

¢
(p))

K @S 0SSy

Naa K201 Ay3a LI aal 3S3s veymfad gk in &f&dst-bahindthelraind RA a4 O 2

detention centre:

Out of sight of the main complex of buildings, additional housing is provided in housing

containers in a forest accessible via a peitdzr NRSR LI dSYSy i @ wX86 ¢KS
arrangedin a rectangular, completely closaidf area. The area closed off by the containers

is caged off and covered with welded iron mesh. The Facility management failed to explicitly

inform me of the accommodation spaces outside the main area of the Faciléycorttainer

dzy AGd Ay GKS F2NBad 6SNB WRAaAO02FSNBRQ 2yfe |

She says when they forced access to this area of the detention camp, the people imprisoned began
AaK2dziAy3 2dzi FyR NIAaiAy3d FRIAY AINRER yYSINEWS NFR W &
These people, she said, were caged liked anifd8¥8L 'Y | LILJI £ f SRQY ~F ol (23t

of dehumanisation present in the system of detention of foreign nationals in the Czech Republic, as
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wellasthedegraly 3 G NBF GYSyid 6KAOK (GKS ClLOAftAGEQa YIyl 3
AY S6KAOK OKAf RNBY™®| NB KSftR Ay (GKS CIFLOAtAGEQO®

To add to their humiliation, detainees are charged for their stay: ordinarily imprisoned for 90
RFea Fd I 0238 RSNERNEWSHNKEBSEROKEI NHSE I NB Wt SOA S
valuables. Many leave without any money left in their possession and are presented with a bill for
their outstanding debtstoth€zecta i F 1 S® ¢ KA a A& | WoHklgm dsyluRHii SNNB Y
Czechiaf you are financially indebted to the government.

Therefugeesare frequently released without prior warning, without even a map, directions
or transport to the nearest train statioleffWRSa G A G dzi S Ay hegddmp/iathe ¥ GKS 3 |
YARRE S 2 T thdyl$ondssisiBca fliofthe Czech migrant activist communtty continue
on their journeydgo safety 533 Perhaps, as on€zechactivist wryly notes, on the very same train

WFNRY 6KAOK LIt AYRS (RN I HBSR AlyK S Yhj Sid¥t2 Q@

[A] Spectres of fascism

With regards taCzechian 2015 the United Nations concluded that its violations of the human rights

of migrantswere neither isolated nor coincidental, but systematic: an integral part of a policy

packa@ designed to deter migrants and refugees from entering the country or staying teks.

Daniel Trilling writes, for migrants arriving in Europe today, racist violence takes many forms on the

ANRBdzy R FNRBY WiKS @A2ft Sy OSrisddlghand, theRviolendelof 6 @ dzy A T2 N

indifference in the face of a refugee crisis, or the violence of neglect as people waste years of their

fAGSa gFAGAYT F2NI GKS 9dzNB LIS Yy 0dzNBEIF dzONF O& G2 |y
This chapter has sought to demonstrate the rol@ohultifaceted?a G A Y+ YI OKAy S 2

N} OAaYQ Ay SyloftAay3a (GKAA GA2tSyO0Ssy SEFYAyAy3d (GKS

dehumanise people to the point that it becomes possible to keep children caged in shipping

containers in a Czech forest. The pemalctices of stigma | have described are also a reminder that
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it is impossible to imagine or think about race and crisis in contemporary Europe without recourse to
history. The tattooing of refugees, their removal from trains at night, the fearful andtn@&sponses
of local communities, the comments of MailOnline readers, with their calls for yellow stars, tattoos
and gas chambers, the humiliating practices of ségarching refugees, confiscating all their
valuables and goods, and the abject and hidenditions in which they are held, evoke ghosts of
9dzNR LISQa NBOSyild Fraodoraad LI ado

One argument of this chapter is that contemporary political struggles over borders in
9dzNR LIS LA QY20 2y WiKS &aSSOKAy3a Lbbtandrgugedy 2F 3IK2 A
whether in calls fromthe faNA 3 K4 G2 RSOGFAY GKS . nSOfl @ NBFdzaSSa
YAIGNIyGa INB Syl OldAya WgKAGS ISYy20ARSQS 2NJ AYy Y2
FNBST S WNBIt ¢2INDAFY SUmdveriy ESdon drgaes, the thing about
KFEdzyGAy3azr Aa GKFG AG Fy WEYAYFGSR adrdisSQ GKIFEG Wi
LI ads GKS LINBaSyd FyR (KS TFdzidNBQE Ftt26Ay3I | WN
known 538 The processions of people arriving at the borders todayeateappedat the same railway

stations, waiting rooms, platforms and train tracks, and are even detained in some of the same

camps and prisons, where refugees weancentratedin the 1930s ad 1940s.

Undertaking the research for this chapter, tracing the genealogy of penal stigma and border
struggles in Europe, has involved being haunted by histories of violence. Racism is haunting. Yet
reckoning with these ghosts is important because thayehsomething valuable to tell us about the
KAIK adl{18a 2F 9dzNRLISQa OdNNNByd NI Orad ONRarAad L
a matter of life and death. While the political conditions for the industrial scale genocide of the
1940s danot currently exist in Europaye are returning to aielent, divided and illiberal pasA past
in which many millions were murdered, and many fought hardwaack killed repelling.
As noted in the introduction to this chaptergvare seeing theroliferation of walls, cages,

and camps around the world, from the concentration of an estimatedillionUyghur Muslims in
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China (which has seen to date little in the terms of an international response, from the United
Nations or othelintranational bodies), and the much publicised caging of thousands of migrants at
the USMexico border, including the segregation of children from their parehti® enclosure,
detention and imprisonment of people is not a new phenomenon, buttfassconcentration of
people on the basis of citizenship status, religious, ethnic or racial differanveays which openly
flout international laws and human rights protections established after the Second Worlds\&ar
alarming trend.
In Europe in 2015 photogphs and television footage of migrant arrivals, of rescues at sea,
of overloaded boats, discarded Hjackets, lost objects and dead children on Mediterranean
beaches became commonplace horrors; more than half a million people desperately paddled
towardsthe shore on overloaded dinghidisat year, whiletourists sunbathed amongst the flotsam
of failed crossings. At lea3t770 drownedmaking the crossing?¢ KS& 6SNB YdzZNRSNB RO |
were massacred. The policy stipulated they should be left to{d2. (i K $&As R haspetuda
fisherman told a BBC journalist201® W2 S 2F (i Sy LJdzf f dzLJ58Whezi f & | YR 6

A N

LS2LX S INB adAa3aylrdaaSR G2 GKS EGSyd GKIFIG GKSe |
O2YLINBKSYR (KS @A2fSy0Ss 4SS YeyAB NI RSSNET &I E8Aa 58
makes a passing remark to the Czech writer andilakerAndre Vitchelon a train from Prague.

WeK2aS YyAIIASNER aK#® R adGre gKSNB (KSe& | NB

[Al{ OSYS GKNBSY .nSOfl @ GNIXAYy adldAz2ys mm al NOK M

'dG YARYAIKG 2y mMm al NOK mMdopoy> | GNFAY OF NNEAYy3I N
eyewitness acounts, the British journalist George Gedye described how events unfolded that night.

Earlier that evening, Austrian Chancellor Kurt von Schuschnigg had resigned, surrendering Austria to
annexation by theNaziGerman government. Jews, Communists, Catholos-Fascistsartists and

intellectuals scrambled to get on the last train from Vienna to Prague in order to escape before the
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GermanaNYé Sy GSNBR (KS OAdGed ¢KS (NIAY 41 & adzll2 &SR
of people were pushing eadther, squeezing themselves into the train while demanding to depart
AYYSRARISTZNMR A0 ¢l a FofS G2 Lzt 2dzi 2F GKS adl
0KNRdzZZK GKS OFNNAFISEAT I NX¥SR gAGK R23I gKALBAQT f 2
departed. Then, 20 minutes into its journey, it was stopped in the haidfithe countryside by the

{{ 6K2 LINRPOSSRSR (2 YVIF22RNKB®RIOC2YEQPI HISVYY HRYBY!I

¢
(s}

gSNBE RN} I3ISR 2dzi I'yR KSNRSR Ayid2 @Fryaod DSReES a

plundered quite openly of everything in their messiocY2y Se s 2SSt f SNEXZ g (G OKS
I FTGSNI a2YS K2dzNESZ WGEiKS GNBYGtAYy3d adNDAD2NE Fs

FYR alF¥SieQr SOSNE Y2YSyid Wry F3a2ye F2N 0K2aS 4K

4SS GKS tldvanéyihad réadhed. thg Safety of Czechoslovakian territory. The Czech police

boarded and announced that all passengers with Austrian passports were to leave the train. The

refugees were moved to a guarded waiting room, where they saw from a windovitibatain they

KFR FNNAGSR 2y ¢l & RSLINIGAYI F2NJ t NI 3dzS 6 AGK?2dzi

came into the waiting room and announced that all Austrian nationals were to be returned to

+ASyylLo® 14 DSR@ 2 (0 S & And HanhggBd bg arusé t eséaPe taldir latérl &  § K

(p))
<

w»

o)

w
Q)¢

AY t NI 3IdsS GKIFG GK ySa GKFd F2ff26SR* GKAA | yy
Some of those forcibly returned to Vienna that evening, escaped by departing at Austrian

towns en route, takingff on foot into surrounding forests. The reatrived back in/ienna, where

they were locked in a waiting room at the train station for twelve hours, and were subject to

interrogatiors6 & G KS {{® {2YS 6SNBE I G§SNJ NBHISAGSIRE 2 3G KSN
1938,Anschlussvas complete, and the Eternal Jew Exhibition was instaliédin Vienna Railway

Station.. @ GKS | dzidzyy 2F wmpoy . nSOtI @ 61 a FyySESR
local Jewish population was soon expelled. Its railgiation became a node on the transnational

train network used to deport Jews to Theresienstadt and extermination camps in Eastern Europe.

w»
oY

hdSNJ GKS ySEG ¥S¢6 &SIENESZ NBFdzASSa KEFEEGSR Fid . nj



town on special trasportsc this time their trains travelled straight on through to their final

destinations.
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[cH]4. The Stigma Machine of Austerity

'Stigmateaches children that accepting charity is a disgr&tgmamakes people ask
whether the help is really that essenti8ltigmadiscourages dependence.’

Charles Murray, political scientist, 2009

'Austerity was a political choice. Cutting servicesdadtof raising taxes was a choice. To
make it stick, they used stigma as a weapon.'

Paul Mason, writer and journalist, 2017

Friday 6 July 2018. | am at the public launch event for the Morecambe Bay Poverty Truth Commission

at Lancaster Town Hall. It'semf 14 such commissions running across the UK, which are attempting

to find local solutions to poverty in the wake of a decade of 'austeqty? i KS RSSLISaid I+ yR
LINBOALIAGEGS Odzia SOSNI YFERS Ay &2 &Miodnd 15hp&ogde 3 A 2 ¥y Q
KIS 3AFGKSNBR AyaARS (GKS FFERAYy3 3INIYRSdANI 2F [ |
O2YYAaaAz2yyY +y Faaz2NlyYSyd 2F 201t odzaAiySaa LIS
volunteers, homelessness workers, religious leadaexnbers of refugee and migrant organisations,

police officers, firefighters, addiction and mental health workers, GPs, teachers and teaching
assistants, local city councillorfpod bank managers, community workers, church leaders, a number

of medical pactitioners and public health professionals, city counsellors and one of our two local
Members of Parliament. We have been invited into this civic space, a seat of local government and

decisionmaking for over a century, to listen to the testimonies of @eh local people about the

poverty, hunger, homelessness, mental distress and physical ill health which have followed in the
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wake of a decade of cuts to state and local welfare provisions. It has taken six months of intensive
support by community workerto enable these testifiers to find the courage to talk in public about
personal experiences which involve extreme suffering and distress.

It is the turn of David, a young man in his early twenties, to speak. David makes his way
tentatively to the centre bthe large stage, supported by Jane, a community worker. He is visibly
nervous and Jane places her hand in the small of his back, reassuring him, whispering words of support

we cannot hear. This is an extract from his testiméfiy:

I was one of nine kidsmy mum felt forced to drug deal, it was the only way she could feed

us. The stress on her not knowing where the next meal was comingcfibatl rubbed off on

dzi 1 AR&a® YAR& | 0&a2NDb {KAY Jai The anly Shinditiathéldus A G Q a
together was the community the people on our estate. Everyone would chip in to buy food

FT2NJ I Y2y(dK FT2NJ LIS2LX S tA1S da 6K2 RARYyQdO KI

Nana was the heart of the estate, she took all the kids out, taking us omuses for days

out. Out of her own pocket at first. So we had something to do cos we had nothing. And
parents could have one day without worrying about feeding kids. Then she started running
the community centre. The place was heaving with kids all the tit was a tiny hut in the

car park of our school. Everything happened therewas all we had, all anyone had. We had
parties there as kids; it was amazing, magical, a place of no worries. There was meals there

22 GKFG ¢l & &2 forMdaahdayshetdid fofmeid alétie tgefkids,

I would have killed myself.

Ten years ago the youth workers from the council came and did a pogobassive music
gig with all the lads and girls from the local council estates. It was amaahgs kids from

aryYS oFO13INRdzyRE Fff Ay LROGSNIe>X FyR ¢AlK2dz
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and gang wars cos it was the only way we had of releasing all the anger we had. The project
brought everyone together. It stopped all the fighdirand gang crimes. It was the best thing
LQ@S S @S Nweeamazing && e said that. Then the funding was taken away

from us, and we were left with nothing.

Our school was gooqd | had no bullying there. Many of the kids had serious diffies ¢
5153 | aBRI2NAB SNB Y Qi 2dzRISR:E GKS& GNBFGISR &2d
LI NByitaxr GKSe ¢Syl (G2 FLLRAYyGYSyGa o6A0GK @2 dzo

shut that now too.

Then when you have nowhere to go and nothingdtm you get bullied; kids aged 13, 15

whatever, young kids, the main drug dealers get you to sell heroine and ¢Rack dzQ NB & 2
FFNIAR 2F gKI G gAftf KdFWBS yii KIS2SNBRAdz yA2TI KEA2YdA RS yAl
a0dzFF KI RY QO o@BS y2 dif IRy KIS o6SSy LidzZ £t SR | gl
men. A few of me mates had to hide guns for them. They paycyand when you have

younger brothers and sisters needing to be fed its stressful trying to make the right decision.

| thought my munmnever knew where we was getting the money from, | had a paper round,

and pretended it was that | gave her.

I hold the councillors who made these decisions responsible for what happened to me. They
R2y Qi dzy RENEGI YR 6K G ( Kidsakad B iabBeobyifreadam G 1 1 Ay

we had, and it was taken away. We were just a number to them.

Then everything goes from worse to worse, my family gets evicted, we are moved to another
FNBl 6KSNB 6S R2y Qi (y26 y2 2k8omgwK&ygthas KSy @&

flyRE2NR 62y Qi R2 AGZ AlGQa O©Oeame Sivig/hdgpenddy R & 2 d



'3FAYySES O2yRSYYSRI Y20SR 2y® LU RARYQG YI G3GSN

flat and sleep on the floor with my brothers and sistersbbidy cares.

2 KSYy @2dzQNB Ay LIR2GSNIe e2dz SYyR dzZLl gAGK y2iKA
became homeless but they said | was not a priority need as | was 24. Street homeless, the

O2dzy OAf GSftfa YS L 'Y y20 KS{LINAZNK iRT yESISRMONRB
youngcA 1Qa Fff (KS OKFINARGASE FYR (KS OKJNDKSa®
OKI NA(Ge aKSftGSNJ e2dzONB y2i0 af SSLIAY3I NRAzZAKD | ;

trying to make a superior rag the rich get richer and the poor get poorer. That causes the

poor to do crimes like robbing to feed their kids. How can this be fair?

The government believes in money more than human beings. All they do is take, take, take.

They worship money insteaaf heart.

They give me a numberwhen you speak my name that means you want to talk to me. | am
David John Roberts. When you give me a nungb@r national insurance number, my NHS
number, my taxcode¢ you just want to talk money. My name is David J&uaberts. If | had

one thing to say to the government, it would be treat me as you want to be treated. See me

as a person, not a number. See me as living. | am flesh and blood.

¢CKS AYLI OGO 2F 5F@ARQa (SadAY2ye AdwnHdl Allskodnd S 2y
me people are sobbing as he speaks. Passing tissues to each other to wipe away tears as they listen

to his account of dispossession and dehumanisation. In the space of a decade, David saw the

strangulation of all the vital lifines,the support mechanisms and collective practices of care that

made his childhood on a deprived social housing estate in this small Northern English city liveable:

the closure of the 'magical’ local community centre set up by his Nana; the eviscerationtlofaya
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other outreach services; the shutting down of the kind, caring and inclusive local school; the eviction
of his family from their home and communi&f® The snuffing out of all these lifelines made David
increasingly vulnerable to exploitation: the drdgaling he felt compelled to undertake to feed
himself and his siblings, the manipulation, violence and abuse he suffered at the hands of predatory
criminal men, his own eventual addiction and strdeimelessness.
5 @ARQa (SadAavyzye 2FFSNE | RIEYYAYy3d ONRGAIdzS 3
contraction of the welfare state. His biography tracks a decade of deaisaking by local civil
servants angoliticians, as they search for savings, butchering social provisions, redistributing
resources, wealth, opportunities and value upwacdand away from workinglass children and
young people like him. He forces us to consider the ways in which audiedgmes embedded
within communities, corroding social bonds, enclosing and closing off common goods and resources:
wrif GKS& R2 Aa GF1Sz GF1Sz GFr1SoQ
lfpdzof AO FAYLFYOS A& | F2N¥ 2F LR{AGAOH HKAOK A
5 I @A Rynensiaiwhdalv through which we can glimpse some of the effects of the erosion of
the postwar welfare state in Britain, and the terrible price paid by children and young people for
decisions taken by 'people with power" in buildings like Lancaster Fadin
David is also a theorist of stigma power. He details the relationship between the attrition of
his own life chances and the mechanisms through which austerity was implemented, describing
some of the stigmatising practices through which he foundthist SaK 'y R o0f 22RQ t A TS
numbers on a spreadsheet of cuts. The fact that his age, 24, is the number which determines that he
is not a 'priority need' for shelter when he becomes street homeless. The eight months he was
'sanctioned' for by a Departent of Work and Pensions job coach for missing an appointment not
long after he gave higstimony. eight months without recourse to any public funds; and the reason
KS YA&aaSR KA& YSSGAy3da G GkKS 2206 OSyidnN®# sl a oSOl
experiences these governmental practices of numbering as violent, humiliating and dehumaning

forms of objectification. Forms of badging which exemplify the incremental subordination of his life
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to the logic of financial capitalism, a logic in whiclkdilike his are deemed to be of little value. A
market driven society from which he has found himself progressively shut out, eventually
abandoned to the streets. Austerity is lived by David as an endless fracking of security, opportunity,
resources and hue.
In bearing witness, David asks those gathered in the town hall to really look at him, to
recognise through hing with him ¢ the profound cruelty affected by this regime of ‘fiscal discipline'.
He asks us to acknowledge the ways in which austerégnisoded as he is badged as undeserving,
RS@IfdzSRZ YIRS G2 FSSt fA1S KdzYty gFadSs Iy 20628
for he is directly addressing those 'with power' seated in front of him, asking them/us to take
responsibility forhiR A aL)2d3aSaadaA2y | yR RSaALIANY WL K2fR 0GKS
NBaLRyaArotsS FT2NJ gKFG KFLLWSYSR (G2 YSoQ  2dz RAR (K
After David has finished speaking, there is a brief moment of silence. Then the congregation
in Lancaster town hall statd stand up one by one. Soon the whole room is standing, and people
adF NI G2 Ot 2KIFIG L SELSNASYOS Ay GKAA aLRydly
social abjectiort® An admission of the shameful truth which David has described, andeztivd!

NEO23ayAlGA2Y 2F KAY & | LISNA2Y WgAGK KSIFENIQ®d L

¢

SEONARGSE & WoSAy3d KdzYly & LINIEAZQO

WL Y 5F@AR W2KYy w20SNIao®Q

[A] The austerity state

In November 201&hilip Alston, the Unitetlations Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and
human rights, visited Britain onfact-finding mission to ascertain the impact of a decade of
austerity. In his interim (2018) and final report (2019), which draw on a substantial body of

independent evidace, Alston describes that what he withessed was nothing less than the
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WRAALFLILISH NI YOS 2 NA i K & KLIZ B & T ramBughittie IUit&dXibgdondis K S & N&
0KS $62NI RQa FAFOIK fI NBSald SO2y2Yeirinpgv&ty, T K 2F
MOp YAfEA2Y 2F GKSY S BB dsayipariculdt &tanfion todzé A 2y Ay H
RAALINBLEZNIAZ2Y I GS AYLI OGa 27F ( Khosealk&dyankhedoddd NI y OS¢
end of the British class society: wargiclass children and young people, lpaid women,
especially workinglass women of colour, disabled people, and those living at the margins of
. NARGEFEAYQa AYONBFaAy3ate LzyAGABS OAGAT SyakKALl | yR
workers and agum-seekers.

The effects of the evisceration of state welfare has been well evidenced by academics,
journalists, and charitable organisatiomss my friend and colleague Chris Grover summarikes,
YwOodzia | YR OKI y 3 $ade byzhe BristOgbverhmehIMBh@ wakeoRtlye008 global
financial crisisV K -c@h8ibuted to increased poverty rates; falling living standards; the expansion of
precarious wage; deepening disabilised, gendered and racialised inequalities; a colossal increase in
homSt SaaySaa FyR NRBdzZAK aft S 3BUAs)fididhe bubtlity Sta&e?iR | y R T dzS
characterised by the inability of increasingly large swathes of people to access the basic resources of
shelter, food, heating and healthcare which they requirattequately sustain the lives of
themselves, their children, disabled and elderly relatives. What this statied, government
LX FYYSR FYR YIyYylF3ISR LINPINIYYS 2F WRAAlFaAGSNI OF LI
social reproductio?®*lusell KS 62 NR WRA &l aGSNR | ROAaBrigf &8 KSNBZ
government programme of reform has effected, is levels of precarity and vulnerability so dire, that
some poorer communities face circumstances of deprivation that resemble those found in th

aftermath of wars and natural disasters.

CKS @GA2tSyid 2dzid2YSa 2F (KAA WRSOAAABS ONBI |
NBaAKILAY3 27F &2 OA |afe ndt hidd&S7E Ndbady Iikihgan Bet&niin theyast Y2 G A 2 y

decade can have failed to have notice fhrefound social changesffected by austerityAs Alston
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concludes, the social catastrophdNBE OA LIA G 6 SR o0& | dzZ&AGSNAGe WA&a 20 0A
S & SsaImierd, it idifficult not to see the effects of this programme of reform. For example, the

growing numbers of people begging and sleeping rough on the streets of British towns and cities, in

parks and playing fields. Rough sleeping, the smallest but most visiloiettip homelessness crisis,

has risen by 165% in England since 204@nylocal authorities have attempted to erase traces of
roughsleeping and begging in public and commercial settings: by criminalising homeless people;

through the forced movement of pgde from town and city centres; by introducing punitive bylaws,

fines and sanctions, and in London and Liverpool through collusiorhaittelessnessharities and

the central government Home Office to deport roational homeless people from the state

itself.55” Despite these efforts the scale of the homelessness crisis is impossible to hide.

Other symptoms of austerity, such as hunger and mental distress, are less acutely visible,
and here both guantitative evidence and qualitative data is essential inlegals to build a picture
2F 6KFG GKA&A WRAAFLIWSEFNIYOSQ 2F (GKS St FFENB adl i
reforms of the benefits system targeted workiage adults, and that this has had a particularly
pronounced impact on levels of childyerty.. NAGF Ay Q& f SFRAY3I AYRSLISYRSy
research institute, The Institute for Fiscal Studies, has detailed how austerity has wiped out the
legacy of all previous attempts and political promises to eradicate child poverty. Inclaid],
poverty,whether assessed via relative or absolute measures, has been increasing unremittingly
since 2011. By 2023 to 2024 the proportion of children living in relative poverty (after housing costs)
Aa 2y 02 dzN¥ s Aligon Baknbampchief €xdeutive of the Child Poverty Action Group,
adrdisSay wLGQa AYONBFraiAy3date SPGARSyYyGS LI NI AOdzZ I NI @
L2 GSNIIé ONRaAA® ! YR Al Aa LINAYENREE (2 R2 gAGK 0
A 2019 survey conducted by the National Education Union (NEU) among 8,600 school
leaders, teachers and support staff, revealed that 97 per cent of staff in-&iatked schools had

seen a dramatic increase in poverty in schools, and were regularly reqaifedd and clothe
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OKAf RNBY Ay GKSANI OFNB® 2KSy |alSR 2 RSaONARGS
out of four respondents said they saw children suffering from fatigue (78%), poor concentration
(76%) or poor behaviour (75%); more tharnflsaid their students had experienced hunger (57%) or
-k S £ (i K58 Bupthefz ndofe dhan a third of those surveyed said childrethéschoos in which
they workedhad experiencedtigmatisedbullying as a consequence of poverty. Austerity is angati
a hostile environment for children living in poverty in British schools.
While austerity cuts have been implemented with haste, many biosocial symptoms of
austerity are slower to reveal themselves. Deprivation accumulates in bodies over lifetimes.
Nevatheless health professionals have already documentt@ NB g6 Ay 3 SOARSYO0OS 2F 02
only exacerbated by poverty, but caused by%t'For example, national level data reveals rates of
malnutrition amongst people admitted to hospital have doubledha tast decadeand there is an
evidenced rise in diseases associated with poV&#t¥his striking phenomenon has been dubbed,
by both medical practitioners and journalists, as marking the returNictorian Diseases'. For
example, there has beearise in reported cases tfberculosigan especially acute disease
amongst homeless populationscarlet fever, whooping cough, gout, and VitasDimleficiency
(linked to anecdotal reports from multipleshlth professionals of a rise in cases of childhood rickets,
and osteomalacig the adult form of the diseasé}?
That austerity is making people physically ill is underscored by the fact that life expectancy
rates are declining amongst some populationugs. In 2018, the National Office for Statistics
published data that revealed thalhe predicted lifespamf deprived women in Britain had fallen for
0KS FANBRG GAYS axgdasinlieretpectaney betivéen theypBorest Krid inosty
advantad RQ ¢RWSYy3dflyR KIR NBIFOKSR | WBOBANR KAIK Wy
five Y 2 y (5% Segedal subsequent studies have also suggested correlations between austerity cuts
to adult social and elder care and rising excess mortality rates. In sHdheatientificevidence
suggests that th&? RA & I LILIS I NI ¥y © 81J 2 WA i K § K LiagednbreningBorkingl 6 SQ A &

class lives; and the lives of others, the elderly, the disabled, without the necessary accumulated



reserves of wealth to defend themselves or their loved ones against the grinding effects of the
erosion of the social state.

In his nterim and final report, Alston draws our attention to the now familiar economic
origin story of austerity, noting how thes$e ¥FNBNI OKAy 3 OKlFy3Sa (G2 GKS NRfS
Yazf RQ (G2 GKS . NAGAAK St SOG2N) #FS al0od WS Mdgadi SINIKNIE
G2 al @S (KS 02 dzffHdievef, NPAKStorcbnglGdedbkl 3G GRRNAADA Yy 3 T2 NDSQ
austerity was not economicsather austerity is a political projecinderpinned by an ideological
WO2YYAGYSyYyl (2 odiaO&SySTHAAYYIEAbyRBE&Y (3K S SELISNA Sy OS

' VAGSR YAYIR2Y X® dzy RSNEO2NBa (KS 02yOfdairzy GKI

Austerity could easily have spared the poor, if the political will had existed to do so.
Resources were available [which] could have transformed the situation of millions of people
living in poverty, but the political choice was made to fund tax cuts for the wealthy

instead>®8”

If the economic rationale for austerity as a necessary deltiction programme is fantastical, there

was nevertheless considerable capital to be made through its implementation. In the case of

austerity, the shock of the 2008 global banking crisis was seized upon as an opportunity not only to

turn off the redistributivetap, but tofrack the social state for profit by privatising public assets and

servicesln this regard, austerity, like previous historical rounds of capitalist enclosure, is a political

NHzA S 6KAOK KLEa LINPGSOGSR SEAR (LapypBusminghaO Sy G NI G A 2 y
witnessed the wholesale harnessing of financial and legal mechanisms of deregulation, extracting as
YdzOK @I fdzS Fa LlRaaAraofS FNBY . NARGFEFAYyQa 4Uaz20Alt Sa
upwards®%® The winners under austity have beerthe financial and corporate elites, who have not

2yte SYSNHSR 4AGK WTF2NldzySa Ayil Of @ Thigkés led#K 2t RA Y 3
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to the conclusion that 'austerity' is a proxy term for 'class war': a war of br&timg cruelty waged

against the poorest, the most disadvantaged and vulnerable members of British sttiety
[A] Austerity as enclosure

Austerity is a 2%-century enclosure movement. By this, | mean that it is a political programme that

involves the fracking of public goods by those in the service of capital, in ways which are designed to

upend the customary forms of social provision cemented in thetmihtieth century.The

programme of austerity which began in 204@s characterised bhe rapid closure of local

KaLWAdGrta FyR OfAyA0as LzofAO fAONINRSAT f20Ff Y

and youth centres, dagentres and resideil care homes for disabled people and pensioners, and

the enclosure of common land, including parks and playing fig¢lisamount of services, facilities,

buildings and land once held in common by local communities; sold bycashstrapped local

authorities to developers, or simply abandoned to decay, is staggering. The speed with which this

expropriation has been undertaken has been shocking to witflessake the just one small

example, in 2019Vest Sussex county council, a relatively wealthy afegonith East England,

Fyy2dy OS8R GKEG AG 614 OdaiGAyd (GKS o0dRISE WAG & LIS

GAOGAYEA 2F R2YSaiGAO F0dzaST OFNB fSFEBSNEX YR FNI

£2.3 million. Implementingthis i3 SG Odzi Sy dFAf SR RAAYIYGftAy3d Wiy

hostels,dropA Yy OSYGNB&AX YR Ff2F0Ay3I52adzllI2 NI GSIYa o6dzi
What we are witnessing in austerity Britain is the enclosure of local ‘welfare commons',

namely those public goadand services established by local communities through long histories of

philanthropy, charitable and worker contributions (e.g. local taxation) and grassroots agitation.

Entire material infrastructures, buildings, services and lamtluding those hogfals and schools

that local communities campaigned for, and often paraded through the streets for in the nineteenth

centuryg are disappearing.
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The local patchworks of welfare institutions and services built up over centuries were first
absorbed into theBritish welfare state in the 1940s and 50s. For the majority of citizens, the mid
twentieth century 'statification' of welfare provisions brought significant improvements in terms of
fairness of access, greater equality of treatment, and the nationalipgpalf expertise and resource.
Through privatisation, the British state is now expropriating these communal assets from the
communities who originally fought for and financed them. Seen from the perspective of this longer
history of welfare, austerity isathing less a governmerdrchestrated programme of theft.

It is not just buildings, essential services, material resources which have been enclosed in
this process, but generations of public sector knowledge and expertise. Indegigyity has seef
million workers in the public sector lose their joB3Some statutory services have been contracted
out to for-profit private sector organisations, where employment contracts are more precarious,
work lower paid and conditions of wolkss protected. Swelling numbers of unpaid voluntary
workers have attempted to keep services going, but after a decade of cuts many volunteers are
burning out.

As social safety nets are cut awpgpple are falling through the gaps in the emergent
uneven,fragmented patchwork o$tate andcharitable provisioa The enclosure of the 'welfare
commons' has accelerated what charities have described as an epidemic of social isolation and
lonelinessHderly people and disabled people have been enclosed in tiogires. Children with
aLISOALE FyR O2YLX SE ySSR&a OFyQid 38 GKS adzlli2 NI
numbers of children are now outside of formal education altogether. Young people like David are
sleeping on the streets. Women are forc@dremain with abusive partners as domestic violence
aKSt iSNE KI @S 0SSy Ot2aSR R2gyd 'a {AadGdSNE |

R2YSAGA0O YR &SEdd t GA2tSyO0S 2NBIyAalGF2ya |

[AJWeC KS LREAGAOIE @GA2tSyO0S 2F (KS adrdisS Aa 0S02YA
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LG A& SadAYFrdSR GKIFG mn LISNI OSyd 2F GKS . NRAGA
WSELISNASYOAY3I KdzyISNE Ayl oAfAlGe (2 tyadeOads Sy 2
322R KSIFtGK FYR LINLHAOALI GA2Y Ay &a20ASd®:s I yR
Foodbanks and other mass forms of charitable emergency food provision were almost unknown in
Britain between 1950 and 2010. Now every city andriaw Britain has a foodbank, and some have
several. In every deprived neighbourhood, networks of food clubs, food banks and other emergency
feeding centres have sprung up. Every supermarket in every British town and city has an emergency
food donation poim near the checkouts. Special signs have been designed and printed for use on
supermarket shelfs, which direct shoppers to the fpmrishable food and provisions most useful

and/or urgently required by local foodbanks. Staff at the university where | ewarkow

encouraged to donate monthly to our local food bank through a 'salary sacrifice' scheme. Students
regularly hold collections for the local food bank.

I could go org examples of the ways in which austerity has seeped its way into new forms of
chaitable giving is endless. My point is that the emergence of these new social and cultural
infrastructures of almgyiving are inescapable in the everyday lives of all citizens, and in this respect
the depth and scale of the poverty inaugurated by austdstguite literally on public view(et, as
Vicki Cooper and David Whyte suggest, after a decade of cuts we seem to have become so
W 00dzat2YSR (2 GKS SHasS ¢gA0GK gKAOK LIS2LIX S I NB
street-begging, and the mentalhef 4 K SLIARSYA O WiKIFG ¢S R2 y2i
observations; that the age that we live in is one in which the political violence of the state is

5S02YAy3 YeNXItAASRQOD

[A] Unseeing austerity

One effect of the normalisation of austerity is that the depth and scale of the impoverishment it has

effected is both hypewisible, on every street corner and at every supermarket exit, and unseen or

a K
dz3 K

Od

YI 1



perhapsunseeablelndeed, despite mountains of socs&ientific and statistical evidence of every
form, kind and shape, the devastating effects of austerity are repeatedly denied by the politicians
who implemented this programme of reform, by some, not all, of the journalists who report on it,
and by 'ordimry’ members of the public; for example, readers of a 2Da8ly Mailnewspaper story

on child hunger in Britain typically responded in online comments:

There is not one single kid in poverty in this country. Not a single one. Having a 360 instead

of an Xbox One isn't poverty.

Parents are given benefits and they do not spend it on their children. Parents have the latest

phones, large TVs, smoke do drugslst children go hungry.

This poverty delusion is just unreal problems fabricated by the left wing media. What | see is
virtually full employment anybody that really wants a job has one. Lots offectif not fat

people not looking very hungfy’

Thedisavowal was underscored by the response of government ministers to the Alston report.

While | was writing this chapter, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Philip Hammond, was interviewed

onNewsnight G KS . ./ Qa FflF3IaKALI (St NAARA 2RA ayySh@maa SIBNP! I N

NBLRZ2 NI | AYWYyRFESY aISQISLIG GKS ! b NI LI NI SdzZNDa NEB L

GKEGUa y2i oKIG BPESHBBAYY @ Kl that A &BrdQ

untruthful because he cannot 'setile effects of austerity is both disingenuous and chilling. Indeed,

S YAIAKG NBOIFft KSNB ! Naaguefolthie ivedveaki€sdf cadtd 4 ONA LIG A 2 y

RAAONAYAYIFGA2Y Ay O2y0iSYLBRZNINEB LYRAF Fa | Wt NR2S
For neoliberal dogmatistike multi-millionairel I YY 2 Yy RZ ¢ K 2 Shelieva thd&  LJdzi &

YINy SO SO2y2Ye A& GKS gre (2 RSEAGSNI I LINBALISNERA
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There is nothing wrong, he says, withe theory of how a market economy is supposed to work, in

O

generating and distributing wealths 655 Ol kdx&aS Agal 8w (Kl G GKS GSEG 0221

)]

wkiKSNE GKS LINROGEfSY A& GKFG LIS2LX S I NB OdzNNBy G f
right way. What Hammond seems to be suggesting is that international experts on poverty such as

Philip Alston need to be tutored in perceiving the effects of austerity differently, they needsee

poverty ¢ or perhaps to perceive deepenipgpckets of poverty, illness, homelessness, hunger and
avoidable deathgffected by austerity as a necessatgge in the implementation of markebased

solutions to 'the problem' of state welfare itself.

t KAEAL) 1 fad2y y206a GREGEISRSYAKS BB R B&E#dg Fi
the British government responses to his report, he thoughtle K i 6 S NB FRingha WI & LJ:
gKFEG KS YSIyas 0SOldzaS GKS NBaLRyaAModeNBEYAYRSR YS
t NB LJ2 a |, invhich Swiftifanously suggested that if we retrain our gazenight see the
rising tide of beggarly Irish infants not as a problem, but as an opportunity; indeed, a source of
revenue if fattened up as meat for the tables of the rich. The economist and statistician Howard
CNBARYlIY RNIga 2y W atak@& &8 advobakes i extreméfisdaly” | al G A N
RAAOALI AYSUT gNRARGAY3T (GKIFIG WIiKS AyOSaalyil 6KAYAYS

OAo0St tS@St

w

R

w

ddzOK SEGNI @1 3 y0Sa KFa NFAaSR (K
matchorsavdld | 3t aa 2F / KRGSFdz [FFAGS Ay LISEFEOSQo

The serious point is that in a political context where expert evidence about the effects of
' dza G SNAGEZ AyOfdRAYy3d SOGARSYyOS O2ftlFriSR o6& GKS 32
AoATOt e REFYSIRQLIAKF2YAIKEG (GK2aS 02y OSNYySR sAilK
contemporary Britain articulate the evidenc&®is dilemma is exacerbated by the fact that poverty
is often experienced as deeply shameful. People often go to great lengths to concesdithefshe
difficulties they are facing from others, including from their own families and friends. As Stephanie,

whose story opened this book notes:
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| was always taught that everything stays within ‘these four walls'. The more debt | had, the

O

morelh&k G2 Aaz2tldS YeasStT FNBY SOSNBoOo2Reéx 0SSOl
people or even share conversations with the same people. My life experience started to

NI RAOFff& RAOGSNHS FNRBY (KFG 2F F2NX¥SNI FNRSYR:
holidays, buying things. We were living off food bank parcels and struggling to keep a roof

over our heads. There was nobody | would have discussed my situation with. | desperately

tried to hide it. The shame was overwhelming.

[A] Seeing austerity

Poverty Truh is agrassroots social movemeist grounded in the following principles: that those

with lived experiences of poverty need to have voice and agency in social and political decision

making; that people in poverty are not the problem, that poverty is ede2yR& Q&4 LINR O f SYT |y
effecting change begins with attitudinal change. At the core of the poverty truth movement is an
understanding that stigmatising public beliefs about the causes of poverty are a block to social

change, and that the sharing of livedperience is the first step in devising collective solutions.

Poverty Truth is an antigma movement.

TheMorecambe Bay Poverty Truth Commissfourrently)covers a geographical area in
North WestEnglandhat includes the small city of Lancaster, the neighbouring seaside town of
Morecambe and surrounding rural villag&e Morecambe Bay Poverty Truth Commission is
composed of around a dozen people who have experienced or who are experiencing pandgy,
similar number of civic decision make@ut local experts of experience represent some of those
who borne the brunt of theyrinding effects of a decade of cuts. They include Daxhdse
testimony opened this chapter, and Stephanie, whose words opémiedook. There is also lan, an

ex-soldier, a man in his late 50s who suffers from pwatimatic stress and physical disabilities
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which mean that he is unable to work. lan has previously been street homeless and with help from a
charity he has now found home, but has to choose between heating his home and feeding himself
because the state benefits he is entitled to fall below the income required to be both warm and

adequately nourished.

Then there is Jack,dad to four children, who is in fulime but low-paid work. Like four
million workers in the austerity state, Jack is in caught Hwiamnk' poverty, meaning his income
(wages and 'topup' benefits) do notneetthe basic needs of his family. Jack tells me how, at the
end of each summer, heisredddR 2 WoS3IIAYy3I YR 02NNRGgAYyIQ FTNRY

OKAf RNByQa ada0Kz22f @8YAT2NXa yR al0OK22f akK2Sao

There is alsdlark, an exaddict who has turned his life around, and now works helping
others in a local addiction treatment centre; Tiffanwho has longstanding physical disabilities and
has struggled negotiating changes to the disability welfare system; and Saskia, who istériong
treatment for severe and enduring mental health problems. Patricia, from our local Irish Traveller
communty, who isconcerned hefamily andcommunity will be evicted from their honsgas the

local authority plans to sell their Traveller site as part of austerity cuts.

There is also Isla, a child poverty commissioner in her teens. In her testimony atrich lau
event in July 2018 at Lancaster Town Hall, Isla described how she felt ashamed at not being able to
afford the £1 donation to charity on neschool uniform days, and how she suffered a breakdown
when she and her mum faced eviction from her hogi¢ (i IKnk what was the point in living
Fy@Y2NB AT L O2dzZ RyQi S@Sy 221 FAISNIYe 26y Ydzy

A z

LIKeaaAoOltte Y208 sAGK (GKS 6SA3IKGE 2F (KSasS TSStAy3

Alongside people living in poverty, the Morecambe Bay Poverty Tartimission includes
many frontline workers health professionals and charitable volunteerbo are working tirelessly

to forge new networks of support to catch those now fiiadling through the gaping holes left by
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the erosion of previously tafunded gructures of social provision and cafeor example, #ocal

firefighter describes to us the intensification of psychological distress in his team, a consequence of

the fact that they are now so frequently called out to attempted suicj@esla police oficer relates

how people in our local area commit petty crimes in the hope of getting arrested, as being held in
custody is their best hope of accessing mental and physical health sendacasapshot of

desperation supported by nationwide evidence fronlipe forces across the UK (see Conclusion). A
AaSYA2N) Dt &aKINBa KAa O2yOSNya lo2dzi O2fftSlI3dzSa
patients with physical and mental health conditions caused by deprivatfpoblems with causes

0 KSe& OloyslieA joNtB woiker relates how the teenagers he works with regularly admit

that they are forced to steal from shops to feed and clothe themselkésad teacher from a local

primary school describes how children routinely arrive at her school hungry and who describes

finding children rifling through rubbish bins for food between lessons, eating discarded fruit cores.

She tells us about an episode ihish alLJF NBy i LI 8aSR 2dzi Ay KSNJ 40K22f
Y S| f &dascribgsfhe cumulative impact on staff of havingtonfort ashamed and tearful

mums at the school gates; mums who have no means of adequately feeding their children, of their

washing clothes, of heating homes.

Working on the poverty commission has allowed tmdéorge new relationships with a wide
range of people who have been impacted by the evisceration of the welfare #tatas through
listening to the stories from the p@rty commission that | fully came to appreciate the depth of
despair and suffering which austerity has augmented within my local community. Community
commissioners, and othewith lived experiences of austerity cuts to welfare, health and social care,
have taught me a vast amount abotite fear, the shame and ghawing anxiety that accompany a
hand to mouth existence in a society without secure safety nets. | have learnt alsothbaiyple

effects of ‘austerity trauma’' on public sector workers and cladnlié volunteers.
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The accounts of these differerkperts of experience are ofitical importance in deepening
our understanding of whahe disappearance of the postar British welfare state means in practice
in peoples everyday lives. Together, thepyide a documentary picture difie current crisis of basic
social provisions of health, education and housing effecting so many within the Britishtae
than this, theirfS ELISNA Sy 0Sa 3INryida GKSY (GKS WRA Fough@dzZt G R2c
period of rapid social chang& What | mean by this is that in their various roles as 'service users',
professionals, welfare workers and volunteers, they have had a front seat in the unfofding
dramatic decade of social change. They have witnessed, and in many cases participated in, the
practices through which the transition from functioning welfare systems to a denuded austerity

state has been enacted.

[A] Austerity in my own life

| knowthe geographicahreacovered by my local Poverty Truth commission well, intimately in fact.
This is theegionin which | was born, grew up and was educated. | have lived in Lancaster for 24
years, almost all of my adult life. | work at Lancaster University as a sociologist, teaching and
supervising students, and increasingly undertaking senior management andisilative work. |

have brought up two children in this small city, one of whom still lives at home and attends the same
local school as Isla. | am also the adult daughter of ageing, sick and disabled wtakinpgarents

and stepparents who live nearbyLike many adult children of sick or ageing parents, | am drawn
continuously into engagements with health and social care providers as my favigates

depilated, complex and increasingly punitive systems of welfare, health and socidhckeed,

while | was writingStigma | spent a lot of time trying to access help and support for my parents, and

experienced firshand how austeritysaccumulating in bodies, in families, in communities.



In May 2018, my stepdad, Mohamed, had a profoundly disabtiofges which left him
paralysed and wheelchair bound at the age of 63. Until his stidiebamedhad worked fulitime
on the minimum wage for a local furniture recycling charity. Navigating the welfare system to find
appropriate care and support for him sdeen a challenge of Kafkaesque proportions. When we
Gdz2NYy SR G2 F OKFENARGE F2NJ I ROAOS 2y &A0GNR1S NBKIOAC
FRdzf G a20A1f OFINB 2N O2YYdzyAide aGNRB1S adzlJLI2 NI Ay
SINE1S LlAeOK2aAas FtYyR 65 ySSRSR | ROAOS o2ddi K2g
exacerbate his distress. We were told that there were no longer any clinical psychiatrists employed
in our local area due to NHS cuts. In desperation, | used soedih to find a psychiatrist who |
could ask for guidance on how we should manage his psychotic symptoms. Mohamed now lives in a
carehome, and we are still struggling to access the support and rehabilitation services he requires
For example, we are cumély trying toraisefunds foran electric wheelchair to enable him to haae
modicum ofindependent mobility, while hdas been assessed as qualifyiagan NHS wheelchair,
we have been told there is three year waiting lista Y& Y dzY NXBIlkdtlepaiejust WL G TFSSH
putting people like Mo in the dustbin, like human waste.’

Half a mile away from the care home in which Mo now livesdad/John lives in a small

LINA @I 6§Sté& NBYGSR K2dzaS ¢A0GK KAA RAakbef SR 6AT

(p)
M

themselves as 'just about managing', with a household income made up of stasgeldensions,

Y& RIFRQ& avYrft FANB ONARIIRS LISyarzys IyR I RAAID
rheumatoid arthritis). They have no savings and mwerproperty. My dad has just turned 7de

began hisvorking lifeat 140n aturkey farm, andlater spent 10 years as fisgghter, before working

Fad LI AYGSN |FyR S 0 2 Nieforehddvas joiRed bydedtRGiapdiork | 6 2 dzNB NJ
My dadhada massive heart attack in his early 60s, and now has inoperable heart failure. He
also has osteoarthritis so severe he is in permanent chronic pain with highly restricted mobility. His

heart is too weak to undergo the knee and hip replacement operatibaswould have eased his

suffering. He struggles to get up out of a chair. Once he is standing, he can walk gingerly with the
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support of sticks, but he can no longer manage to climb the stairs in his home. Every evening he
takes strong painkillers beforeetshuffles on his bottom up the stairs to get to his bedroom.
Theonly bathroom in his home is upstairs, so during the day he resorts to weeing in a
bucket downstairs. He is on a social housing waiting list for a bungalow as he urgently needs a
downstairsbedroom and bathroom, hand rails and a walkshower. In the context of the current
social housing crisis, it is likely to be a long wéie is currentlyclassified as being on the lowest
band in terms of need helped my dad fill in the online application for adapted social housing. One
of the questions asked what difference adapted housing would make to his life. When | asked him
what to write, he saidPWdza & G St f GKSY L ¢g2dzZ R tA1S I €tAGGHES |
dad suffered aeries ofstrokesk Y R A a4 OdzNNBy (ifex a KS Lldzia AdG oA
As | shuttle back and forth, doing what | can to ease the lives ofisabldd parents| recall
GKS WRAALANARGSR YR SEKIdzZAGSRQ 62NR& 2F (G(KS . NA
account of her attempt to find adequate healthcare, social care and housing for her dying parents,

02y Of dzZRSR (KNP EBRA HeRa SIY BREIXK aZB{AGGES KdzYl yAdz¢

[A] Actively disabling people

Alongside forced movements of people, through evictions, displacement and homelessness,

austerity immobilises people, as they find themselves progressively shut iih, siudzi I y R Wt ST {
0SKAYRQ® ¢KS AYY20AfAaAyd STFSOGA 2F | daAGSNRGE S
austerity measures upon disabled people who are living through the most severe cuts to state

funded services of provision afygroup at any time in the history of the modern welfare stdfe

To take just one example, the closure of a government fund called The Indepdndgt Fund (ILF)

AY Hnwmpy Zaolng ®F GKS Y2ald aSOSNBfe RAalFO0ESSR LIS2 LI !
which supported them to live independently axe&8Set up in 1988, the ILF was a crowning

achievement of the disability rights movement in Britain, allowing people with severe impairments,

171



on low incomes, to access care at home so that they could litedsuresidential settings it was a

direct outcome of the activism of people like Paul Hunt (Chapter Two). The government scrapped
this £320 million fund completely, and devolved responsibility for care to local authorities, a process
which has seen sewe cuts in the care packages and allowances which enable people to live
independent and dignified lives.

As Mo Stewart has detailed, austerity was explicitly designemdractdisability as an

FRYAYAAGNY GADS OF 1S32NERSKYN 2NR KRNFEFDdni 200RR dIS 2 LI £

onwards, a punitive welfare machinery was erected which sought to reclassify disabled people as

FofS o2 TSYR T2NJ 6KSYasSt gSaoed ¢KS LINRPOSaa 27F NE

the introduction of a esting regime called Work Capability Assessmemthich was subcontracted
to private multinational companies. Among many other consequentés new testing regime has
seenthe removal of 75,000 adapted cars, powered wheelchairs and scooters from digaduele,
leaving many quite literally enclosed within their honés.

My stepmum Liz has rheumatoid arthritis in her hands and feet so severe that she requires
a specially adapted car to drive. Liz had previously qualified for a welfare bealédidthe Disability
Living Allowance (DL&yroughwhich shewas ableto lease a specially adapted car through a
government backed charitable scheme called Motability. While | writing this chapter Liz was
reassessed for disability support under the nausterity points based system calldéersonal
Independence Paymen{PIP). Liz rang in tears to tell me that her adapted car was being taken
g1 & 0SOlFIdzAS aKS KIR YAdaSR GKS yS¢g ONRGSNAIL
considered an appeal, but an aggd meant losing a oneff bridging payment which would be
essential in enabling them to afford to buy a secdrahd adapted cat®®

Just as emergency food provision has become normalised over the last decade, public
outrage over the violenéxpropriation of resources from disabled people quickly dissipated, and
those humiliated and imprisoned through these cuts and changes were left to seek charitable aid

many now crowdsource for adapted vehicles and wheelchairs offline.
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Theretrenchment of state support to disabled people not only signals a fundamental shift in
I20SNYYSyidlrt FGdAGdzRSa G2 WSljdz f NAIKGAQS odzi aa
dis/ability. For these cuts are not only adversely impacting on peejleexisting disabilities, but
FNB OGA@Ste RAaloOofAy3d LIS2LI ST a GKz2asS waldNuzaat
LINEGAY I GKSANI WRSASNDSRYSaaQ gA0GKAY LldzyAGA@S aea
SY 2 (A 2YForfexampesa 204 National Health Service report revealed that 50 per cent of
disabled benefit claimants have attempted suicide since the introduction of the work capability
assessment®! A 2016 academic study revealed thdeS I OK F RRAGA2Yy |t wmnZnnn LIS
(usirg the WCA) in each area wassociated with an additional 6 suicides, 2700 cases of reported
mentalhealth problems, and the prescribing of an additional 7020 antidepressams®°?

In 2016, the United NationSommittee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities visited
Britain in response to information they had received from 2010 onwards from disability charities and
civil rights organisations. This committee, which interviewed over 200 individuals, andexbllec
3,000 pages of evidence, concluded thati K i G KSNB A& NBfAlFIofS SPHARSYyO
2N 38aGSYHGAO GAazfldAzya 2F GKS NAYRuitder, tBaf LISNE 2 y
GKS 3F320SNYYSyi( WSELINBYXEX DiR2RBaAlI dBIEKE (@ RSB HHAL
RAAIOATAGASAQd ¢KS RAAYAAAlf 2F (GKSaS NBLR2NIa o
that human rights, civil rights, legal rights and political rights have little traction in the absence of

basic economic rights, namdilye right toaccess the resources required for a liveable life.

[A] The uneven geography of austerity

Local perspectives on the impacts of austerity are particularly important because, as Alston notes, it
isiKS t20Ff I dzZikK2NAGASAE WHKAOK LISNF2NY GAGIE NBES
Y2a0d RN YLl GA O 6%4TRe sehitexiprovRied®y |lacal authddfies iclude education,

housing, transport and leisure and statutory respdilgies for providing services to vulnerable



groups, including social care for the elderly, disabled adults and children. As recorded by the British
I20SNYYSyiQa tdzoftAO ! O02dzyia /2YYAGGSSE GKS aolft
Centrd government grants to local authorities, which used to be the primary mechanism for
NERAAGNAROdzGAY T yIFGA2Yy Lt GFEEFGAZ2Y Gemsfugddg | NBI &2
NBRdzOGAZ2Y AAYOS HamnQX 6A0K | ylerheRé&datithe gnyeloff 11 LIS N
writing.5%! & aAl DN} & FYyR !'yyl . FNF2NR KIFI @S RSGFAfSRZ
ONRAaAa 2yi2 GKS €20t adl dSQs S*Pwabatbradldiee WRSO2f
accounts of the impact afusterity invariably conceal are correlations between the depth of cuts
FyR INBlFa 2F | tNBFIRe SEA&aGAY3I KAIK NIiGSa 2F L3S
cities and local governments in the very north of the country saw the most seveae®din short,
the effects of austerity are radically geographically uneweith disproportionate impacts in poorer
regions such as the North of England where my family and Piive

This is partly a consequence of a fundamental shift in the redistubutiodel through
which local authorities are funded. Government grants to local authorities are being incrementally
‘devolved’, and local governments are now increasingly required to raise much of their own income
through local taxation (council tax anddiness rates) and the introduction of charges for services.
This shift from a more universalist to a devolved funding model disadvantages poorer regions
outside of the wealthier South East of England. In an attempt to manage this transition, local
authorith Sa | NB RNJ gAy 3 2y NBa&SNWS bl piogedyyaudhideani y  LI2 2 |
there is less potential for local government to profit from renting or selling council assets, which
could be used to buffer shrinking grat®L y (G KS 02y (i SE{ -c2riric journaliknd ! Y Q& [
and media coveragehesedifferencesin the spatialgeographie®f austeritymatter profoundlyin
terms of our ability to seethe differentialimpactsof the disappearancef the welfare state.

In 2018, a Midlands local authority, Northamptonshire County Council, declared itself
bankrupt and central governmesappointed commissioners assumed control over their budget: a

LINEOS&da GKIG alg WNIRAOIFE aSNIIAOS tabidzy servicey R K| f (i S
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YR GKS abl ¥83dzZ NRAYy3I 2F OdzAf YySNI 6t S LISZUMeSsE | YR S
National Audit Office (NAO) has revealed that one in ten county councils could run out of reserves by
2021. If austerity continues (as currgnplanned), other local authorities will declare bankruptcy, as
reserve funds are eroded and all existing assets sold off. The prospect of multiple bankruptcies in the
public sectorg which includes the bankruptcy of hospital and health trusts and schasleell as
local authorities; marks unchartered territory in the history of the modern British state.

My own local authority, Lancashire County Council, is amongst those faikguptcy. On
14 February 2019, in its latest attempt to balance the bodlecashire County Council passéifa
million package of cuts to services for vulnerable adults and childreng@nedhitted to finding an
additional £135m of savings in the four years leadingupto2021® ! & (G KS O2dzy OAf Q& |
oppositionleader, Azhar Ali, stated, if implemented these cuts will 'sink communities' and 'lead to
the loss of lives®®! Protestors outside County Hall in Preston, the building in which elected local
politicians gathered to vote on the latest proposed budget cu&fhR dzLJ aA 3y a GKAOK &t
Day Massaci@

a®@ AYyGSyidazy KSNB AayQd G2 oflYS €20t | dziK2l
government.Nevertheless, it is important to draw attention to local fiscal responses to austerity,
and toexamine the ways in which the logic of neoliberal capitalism has become embedded within
the structures of local government. As the housing and planning campaigner and scholar Michael
Edwardsargues for some time local authorities have been encouraged, inbdeempelled, to
reimagine local resources and infrastructures (services, buildings, land) as financial assets, rather
than as community resources whose value lies in their’¢deis important to register also how
state actors have increasingly, if sonmegis unwillingly, become patrticipants in the implementation
of neoliberal projects of 'accumulation through dispossession'. Further, implementing these changes
takes significant time and labour, anger the last decade, cutting budgets, demolishing sesvice
and enclosing local welfare commons has become the dispiriting day job of many civil servants and

local politicians.
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The devolution of austerity means in effect that people are unable to shape local decision
making through elections, as the stripping®af budgets means local politicians are effectively
denuded of meaningful powers to change the situation faced by their constituents. At the same
time, the outsourcing and privatisation of services and public goods have seen other structures of
accountalility fatally erodedg who do you hold to account if a fqrofit service provider fails to
provide safe or adequate care? For many, legal redress is no longer possible, as legal aid has also
been closed off, as implementedtime 2012 Legal Aid, Sentengiand Punishment of Offenders Act.
Unless you are wealthy enough to pay for legal representation, it is incredibly difficult to challenge
decisionmaking around housing, family law, immigration, employment or welfare. It is no
coincidence that legal aid W& A YA YA A KSR G4 GKS alry$S GAYS a (GKS
began®In short, the democratic tools through which individuals and communities might in the

past have held local decision makers to account have been severely blunted.

AlW2 S I NB O2YLX SGiSte o0SHdGSy R2sy o0& o0SAy3d RSKdzyth

If you work as a sociologist on issues of poverty and welfare in the austerity state, you will encounter
stigma everywhere. The word 'stigma’ trips continually off tongues in everyday conversdiimits a

the experiences of those at the sharp end of the dismantling of the provisions, structures and
institutions of the British welfare state. Indeed, stigma was the red thread that connected all the
stories told by people with experiences of poverty bie tMorecambe Bay Poverty Truth

Commission. At the heart of every single account of living in poverty | have listened to, were
profoundly distressing experiences of being stigmatised, and the debilitating impact of the
cumulative effects of stigma upon iniiluals' mental and physical health. As one commissioner

RSaONAOSa AGxT Ww2S INB O2YLX SGSte o60SHGSy R2¢6y o@
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The experiences of people on my local Poverty Commission track a decade of an ongoing
FGGSYLIG o0& GKS . NAGSYKE @2RBAN S (1 &pdgdBdNS Oy A 2 v
of reforms whichthe former Work and Pensions Secretary lain Duncan Smith described in 2015 as
Yy 2iKAY3 &K2 Nihe o3t ambitiocdSpebgrantnié Af dvgff@errefdbm for over a
3 Sy SNI G mplefeGhft ifithe wélfgre culture in this country: no longer just pouring money in
Fa [F062dz2NJ RARZ Y Ay ( 5%RAGtefitd sougdht A tie Parldnge ofpditidiang,R Sy O & C
2 UOKFy3IS LIS2LX SQ& 06SKLI OA 2 dzNHMependest Thiskwelre 6 KSY Y2 N
revolution' rapidlysaw the apparatus of the welfare state plunged into chaos; the privatisation of
some services; a movement to onlioaly application processes; cuts to benefit payments; the
introduction of workfare regimes; the use of psychometric testing regimes toassds LIJLJX A O y (i Qa
‘attitude’ and willingness to work, and a regime of punitive sanctions which saw benefits withdrawn
for the slightest perceived infractioiVithin a few short years, the government systematically
redesigned the delivery of welfare provisidanswvays that sought to humiliate people, a system of
degradation rituals which sought to deter people from making a claim on the state for support.

Stigma wasised as adeterrent' ostensibly to force people off benefits and into warkn anathema
in a seial context of near full employment and whefer many, waged work is increasingly
precarious and often no longer pays enough to meet basic needs.

People on the Poverty Commissialso describe theumulativeimpact of living in a society
where stigmarames political and media coverage and debate around welfare issues, and the ways
in which this allJS NI 4 A @S 4 ¢St FINB adA3ayYrqd aklLSa LIS2Lx SQ
fraudulent, as scum. Indeed, one of the things which working on therBoZemmissiornastaught
me, is that it is imperative that we theorise stigma on different scales and across multiple sites. If
stigma is relational, it is a relation which not only exists between people in the immediacy of social
interactions; stigma ia power relation which is exercised across the network of relations between

people, society, mediaulture and the state. In order to counter stigma, it is imperative to track the

NEfFiA2ya 0S06SSy LIS2L) SQa SELS MmadgywdBental2 ¥ &0GA3YL
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production of stigma. When we theorise stigma as embedded within political econgragthe
lubricant of neoliberal capitalismwe can begin to understand how stigma functions to devalue
entire groups of people, with the purpose of fdying existing social hierarchies, reproducing

inequalities, and creating new opportunities for capital.

[A] Welfare stigma as a rationing device

Governing welfare through stigma production is not a new phenomembgacultivation of stigma

hasalways played a pivotal role in the rationing of welfare, and in winning consent for periodic

FGdrOla 2y a20A1lt LINRPOAAAZ2Y O l'a w20SNI 2 Ff (1SN I

sought to employ stigma as a means of rationing benefits and encbwag LISNAR 2yl f Ay RS LIS

F2NJ WNBlFaz2ya 2F ARS2t23@3 2L NIdzyAadAO NBIOGAZY

2LISNF A2y PELyYyO22yKRSNBSa Bl A AYl Aa WE 1Se& YSOKIyAay

interest that supporttheunedzl f RAAGNAOdzi A2y 82 F NBa2dzNDODSa Ay &2¢
Ly Mprn (GKS d20A2ft 232480 w20SNI tAYy1SN aSi 2dz

G2 WGEKSANI adidA 3 viPinkerwasmdrkinghia LibSryl &akitioh & dofiabpolicy

scholarship, whig approaches the question of social provision and wealth redistribution as a

O2YLINRPYAAS 0SivSSYy WiKS SGKAOa 2F YUxedzgdests ARQ |y

that twentieth-century welfare settlements; in liberal democracies such astBim ¢ operate on a

sliding scale between saocialist principles of mutual aid and reciprocity, and free market principles of

capitalist enterpriseandcombiresd 2 § K Wi KS NI LIS dzi A O Y Rign@,Phik@y I G A aAy.

FNBdzZSa> Aa WIHKYAIREZS yXANINNIGA DY A EHD a0 NBE NBaz2dz2NDS
The state cultivates stigma through deployment of particular cultural figures, such as the

moral figure of the haravorking taxpayer and the abject figure of the welfare scrounger. This

stigma production (fromabove A& SYLJX 28SR (G2 GSIFOK LIS2L)XS (2 ¥FS

RSLISYRSyOeQzr G2 KIFIoAldzrGS G4KSY WwWia2 | LXIFOS 2F f 2
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feelings of inferiority, and through this process to become adapted to poverty (as a 'natural
condition' of their position in class sociefy}.
As | have highlighted throughout this book, stigma is a site of social and political struggle
over value. Welfare stigma is not passively accepted by those it is impressed upon. It is a form of
power charaterised by coercion and resistance, and gives rise to intensive class struggles as people
aS8SS1 2 RSFSyYyR GKSvyaSt@gSa F3alFAyald akKlkYAy3a 2dzRISY

AydSyarideq 2F GKS Otlaa O2y Tt teriificationiokwelfareT 2 £ 26 Ay

(s}

aGA3YlL FNB WRSIUSNXAYSR o0& (K grea Ay KAOK LIS2L
WiKS SEGSYylG (G2 6KAOK G(KS ySSR¥dZ o0StA%PI8 (KSe KI
what follows, | will consider whstigma power proved so effective in winning consent for austerity

reforms.

[A] Neoliberal welfare stigma

Social policy scholars have argued that the rise of neoliberalism has been characterised by the
deliberate restitution of stigma as a policy mectamifor reducing welfare costs and entitlements.
¢CKAAd Ada y2d I GNBYR O2yFAYSR (G2 . NARGIFIAYZ F¥2N SEI
and the effectiveness of antil2 @S NIi @ LIN2INI YYSay | {{20RpedByF { SOSY
Robert Walker at Oxford University, suggested that the heighted stigmatisation of redistributive
programmes of state welfare is a glolpdlenomenon®'4

In Good Times, Bad Times: The Welfare Myth of Them a(2DWs) John Hills draws on
socid attitudes data to examine links between the growing stigmatisation of worligypeople in
receipt of benefits and implementation of cuts to state welfare. Hills argues that during previous
economic recessions, public support for welfare provisionsiasased as poverty and hardship

0S502YS @GAraArotsS Ay LIS2LX SQa SOSNERIE tA@Sad Ly O2

demonstrable hardening of public attitudes towards welfare claimants, particularly werkgey



benefits claimants. This is dimg in a period of staghating wages and insecure work, when welfare
benefits have been diminishing, and poverty amongst groups historically seen as 'deserving’, such as
children and disabled people, has been rapidly increa®fo explain this hardeningf public
attitudes, Hills examines the 'welfare myths' that underpin public support for the austerity era
welfare retrenchment. He suggests that successive governments have delibe@téigictedthe
meaning of 'welfareg that is, whatthe welfare staeCincludes, means, denotesand that welfare
KFda 0SSy NBAYI3IAYSR a |y dzyF FF2NRIotS aeadasSy
people, rather than the mass services, such as health and education, on which the vast majority of
citizens @pend. As Hill observes, a central challenge is how to contest the hegemony of this anti
welfare commonrsense®'®lt is the argument of this chapter that challenging welfare myths requires
a deeper understanding of how welfare stigma operates as a formwépo

Social policy research offers ample evidence for changes in public opinions about welfare.
However, there has been less consideration of precisely how (and by whom) public opinion is
formed 517 An attention to the precise mechanisms of welfare stighmwy it is produced and
disseminated, is critical for understanding how the political project of austerity has been so
effective. This involves examining how welfare stigma produced, by whom, how it is represented
and circulated. It means scrutinising tistimulation of stigma' around specific policies, and the
AYLI OGa 2F GKA&a AYOGSYaaFaOlraazy 2F aidAaaylr 2y
| have detailed in previous chapters, involves a deeper historical analysis of the wayshin whic
eruptions of stigma draw their energy from sedimented forms of classed, gengdissablistand
racialised othering and oppression.

The implementation of austerity involved a concerted effort by different agencies of the
state, notably politicians and those working in media industries, {stogy the 2008 financial crisis
in the banking sector: first as a crisis of national debt, them crisis of the unaffordability of state

welfare, and finally as a moral crisis which only a slash and burn approach to the social state could
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purge. In short, the political economy of austerity was lubricated by a moral economy of un

deservedness, andas fuelled by stigma power.

[AJIW. NAy3a o6 01 GKS ¢StFINB aidAaayvyrQ

There is nothing hidden about the state production of welfare stigma as a governmental strategy. In

the context of the global rise of neoliberal economic orthodoxy, Fgirng commentatos have

openly called for the intensification of welfare stigma as a means of slashing the social state. For

example, in 2009 the American eugenicist political scientist Charles Murray argued that stigma has

been an essential component of the governmentafifare inthe USa dzNNJ @ O2y (i N> ada Wi
' YSNAOIY a2R80QYI AKAa0KRN¥YOK28SR Wi2 RA&O02dzNI 3S RSL
GKFG walea (GKFG LIS2LX S &K Addrdhg b R@rdystidghddsfhel aaA adl y
G128 2d2i0Q5 GKS (22¢frEquidi® FONBA QtE-gualeé $08eH ¥t BK A v S
governmentR S O A R S R 88nd2014.J2) Sl RBeQublican blogger and journalist Daniel Payne

published athinkJA $OS GAGE SR W. NA y,3n whith®d similaklySstadS f T+ NB  { (A :

Xlook to Europewhere many countries hawde-stigmatizedtheir way into astronomical
debt levels and widespread, chronic citizen helplessness. Keeping welfare firmly in the

stigmatized realm is not merely a conservativézir | RST A G Qa®g22R LkRfAOe=x

a dzNINJ e Qa Whdntdi Meads2@®2B a Libertariaproposed that all social security be
abolished, that government be reduced to the barest essentials (defence, law and order and
environmental protections) and that state welfare provisions should be replaced by forms of
Wi 20T AAYQX 0 @ itabl&Kandvsluntaly sevt@ bugpidrt. T manilfesto is in effect a
blueprint for the denuded British austerity state, and stigmalViasray encouragegdwas the

mechanisnmused toimplement this project.
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[A] The war on welfare

In 2011, the therBritishLINA YS YAYAAGSNE 5F GAR /I YSNRYHEEe RSOf I NF
benefit system has created a benefit culture. It doesn't just allow people to act irresponsibly, but
2FGSy | OGA@GSt e Sy@DFrdzhithfe&siof dudeStyknewahatieived 2 ® Q
stigmacraftwould be critical to winning public consent for welfare refotmshort, in order to
implement a project on the scale of austerity, you have to be able to make the public feel that those
in receipt of 'welfare¢ now reimagined as cashenefits rather tharall public serviceg are not
deserving. This involved a collective effort by politicians, patiekers and journalists to portray
workingt 38 LIS2LIX S Ay NBOSALIL 2F 0S8y S$FKdmi2010a Wl y Af ¢
onwards and peaking in 2014/15 when the main legislate plank of austerity, the Welfare Reform Act
2014, was being enshrined in law, an orchestrated alliance of political, civil society and media actors
combined forces to craft a moral panic about welfare deperge

This war on welfare culture took the form of massive propaganda exercise in which an
alliance of political and media forces combined in the production of a welfare stigma machine. This
stigma machine churned out an abject cast of figures of dependemco functioned as character
props in the political storying of a welfare crisibeThree figures who organised this
representational field were the hardworking taxpayer, the profligate scrounger, and the conniving
migrant. These figures were repeatgdiveaponised in political speeches, reality television
programmes and newspaper headlines, to manufacture grievances about the social and economic
A Y 2 dz& wekfateSlepariflendd) dzf (PAHNGSKAGE A& | FAIKGD 2SS | NB NBIff
gSt Tl NBGOXK SH dzBEXNR G & OKIF yOSt f 2 N AieHaNeRieat is 800 2 dzNJ/ S
different from someone who comes up and robs you in the str&ét.'

This project was extraordinary f@s scale, the diversity of mediums and instruments it

orchestrated, and its consistency in political messagingtik@yesabout the need to root out the
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evils of benefit dependency were reproduced in every conceivable media and cultural form. For
severalyears, the menace of welfargependent peoplevas maintained as rolling neviey

politicians, government officials, think tanks, media executives, journalists and television producers.

Most notably,i KSNB 61 & Wky SELJX 23&A 2 ¢nimes thehcértrediontheS | £ A G &
everyday lives of people claiming benefithiewa Sy NS (G KI & 41 & Reeai§R WL2 FS N
television producers churned out hundreds of hours of pritinge television programmes about

'real life' feckless, immoralindeservingand deficient welfare claimants. A stigma feedback loop

emerged in which the characters these television prograaammakers constructed, and the

storylines they scripted, would circulate across the public sphere, to be captured as 'evidence' for

the necessity of austerity reforms. Consider, for example, the following parliamentary debate in the

House of Commons on D&nuary 2014:

Philip Davies (Conservative MP): Has the Secretary of State managed to watch programmes
suchasBenefits Streeand On Benefits & ProwdIf so, has he, like me, been struck by the
number of people on them who manage to combine complaininguélwvelfare reform with

being able to afford to buy copious amounts of cigarettes, have lots of tattoos, and watch
Sky TV on the obligatory widescreen television? Does he understand the concerns and
irritation of many people who go to work every day ang plaeir taxes but cannot afford

those kinds of luxuries?

lain Duncan Smith (Secretary of State for Work and Pensions): My hon. Friend is right, many
people are shocked by what they see. That is why the public back our welfare reform
package, which wiiet more people back to work and end these abuses. All these abuses
date back to the last Government, who had massive spending and trapped people in benefit

dependency?®



[A] Benefits broods

Ly SWSTFAGA ONR2R&AEY ctakify ofQntas 8§ AL KB | gRYYRY A8 DEQ 6
Jensen and | tracked the passage of the Welfare Reform Act (2012) through Parfigiere.of
0KS Y2ad O2yGNRPOSNBRAIf StSYySyida 2F GKAaAa fS3Iratld
restrictthe total income a family could receive from state benefits. What we noted is that the
passage of this act was accompanied by the intensive stigmatisation of what politicians termed
WgStFINBE RSLISYRSYyld FIYATtASAQ |y RpoprSamiidsithat)S NB OF € €
included an above average number of childféhAcross multiple genres of media production
reality television, tabloid and broadsheet newspapers, social media, political speeches and policy
publicationsc the public were tutored todel revulsion towards large families in receipt of state
welfare benefits. Indeed, we mappedstigma relayin which politicians would cite highly selective
and often fictionalised media stories about families on benefits as empirical evidence in support o
cuts to benefits. The crafting of representations of highly salacious, scandalous stories about
Y. SySTAlGa . NR2RaQ 2LISNI (SR I+ a welfafeshdtihentR@dd 0SS (K N
be fomented

What this case study revealed is the centré that the media crafting of welfare stigma
played as a mechanism of consent for austetiparticularly when austerity cuts targeted those
traditionally considered deserving groups, such aschildrei. t Ay {1 SNJ 4dz33Sai SR> (K¢
stigmabyi KS LINAGAf SISRQ A& | YSOKIyAaY GKNRdzZZAK gKAOF
OFLtt SR SEOSaaArdS WRSYlFLyRa 2F GKS LBR2ND Ay 46l e&a o
Y2NI £ NBOUAGIRSQ®

The role of governmental stigmacraft in winning legacy for a statded initiative of
enclosure, destruction and dispossession on the scale withessed in austerity Britain cannot be

understated. The production of welfare stigma was the mechanism through which public

acquiescence to austerity was won.

184



[AlWe¢ 2 @2dz 6SQNB 2dzal KdzYly ¢+ &aidsQ

Thiswelfare stigma machine churned through wider socissttling in institutional forms,

embedding in the design of social policies, and infecting the culture, practices and attitudes of

welfare workerslt changed the ways in which the public made evaluative judgements about

inequality, welfare, poverty and neet.tutored the public to believe that people living in poverty

were lazy or feckless, and thidite forms of distress which followed in the wakkausterity were

deservedc 02y aSljdzSyO0S 27F LIS2L) SQa 26y LI22NJ 6 SKI @A 2 d:

incited calls for harsher punishments.

¢tKS&4S ARS2t23ASa WYIFIGGSNI LINPF2dzyRt 8Q 06SOI dza S

W2NEBI REOQAGFS @F 520A8Gex (GKSe I OldANB W @It ARAC(
Y3484 YR ONBIFGS (GKS GSNNIAYQ 6AGKAY BKAOK 68 Y
O2y aOh2dzay S & 30 Asd dedsPdeiidy Cirénission guty/itdn thdumanifesto’:

2 KSy @&2dzQNB S E LIS N S gihdsyal dawdsEhs Wdy dttter padple & NB | £ £ ¢
perceive you. The media often portray lamcome families in unsympathetic and sometimes
insulting terms. Feckless. Scroungers. Skivers. And this leagsiblic to think that the

hard-up have only themselves to blame, and they treat them with disé&in.

The allpervasive stigmaptics of austerityi N Yy A F2NXYSR gl &a 2F aSSAy3a LRO
feelings to the suffering of those around them: thaggeuing outside the foodbanks springing up in

every town and city, those bodies accumulating on every street corner and doorwagh@higed

how people related to each otheeroding structures of care, corroding compassion Wt S2 LJX S R2 Yy ¢
care about eacl? (i KSNJ | y & Y 2 NB AQandtheSrielidentinsy lodal Pév@rty

I 2YYA&aaA2y &aFAR (G2 YSI KAa FIOS FfdzAKAYy3A ALK |y
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This welfarestigma machine alschanged how people thought about themselvespenedStigma

GAOGK {GSLKIYASQa ai2NBs sKAOK KAIKEAIKGSR GKS g1
permeates everyday encounters in the austerity state. Stephanie recounted a detstigmatising

encounters with corporate agencies, banks and debt companies, and agencies of the state, job

centre officials, the private sector medical professionals employed to assess her ability to undertake

paid work. As she moves through the incriegdy punitive landscape of austerity, Stephanie finds

herself needled with stigma at every turn. It is inescapable, seeping incessantly into her world,

through the discussions on the radio as she drives her car, the television programmes she watches

with her daughter. Caught within the vidiike grip of the welfare stigma machine, she is increasingly

unable to fend off the weight of stigma pressing down on her. She comes to anticipate stigma. She is

enclosed by stigma:

You only have to watch any programrmaed there is evidence there that your kind are

KIiSRd ¢KSasS 1LS2LxX S IINB adSlItAay3a &@2dzNJ G ESa |
about'. It is yet another channel into you. Trapped in this cycle of being hated by everybody.

It keeps coming, ikeeps on coming. It's relentless. Never ending. One constant cycle of

judgement. Until you are ashamed to do anything.

While2 FFAOALIE adFrGA&AGAOFT RIGF ALUNPRANMREGAMEREA RSy OS 2
austeritygets under the skinl & / KA y I aadsterityds livedNdhdli xSt affeétive force and
atmospheric fear, a pervasiysychological and bodily anxiety, shame, and anger, differing in

intensity at different times, and fatiguing the bodyJK @ a A Ol f f &8 I yR LJA&@OKR2f 23A O

The violence of austerity is written on the skingligs itself into the fleslq an epidermalizationof
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stigmawhich reverberates with the much longer penal history of stigma poMee stigma machine
2F FdzZAGSNAGe fSF@Sa LISNXYFySyid YINla w2y (G(KS 02RA
YSOSNI (22 LINRALISND®

Stephanie carves welfare stigma into her skin. A practieeldstigmatisationwhich, as she
explains it, is an attempt to articulate and express the shame shedédwls been made to feel. By
cutting the stigma which has been pressed upon her intosker, Stephanie turns herself into a
stigma object, as though if she can becathe thingwhich the stigma machine of made her, if she
can express the depth of herown sélf2 I G KAy 33 &KS O y biedkdhe tySeop dzZ3 K | f
stigma and shame

TRSNBE INB Ylyeée |dzaidSNrRiGe aid2NRSa tA1S {(SLKLI Yy
from how succinctly it compresses theks between crushing experiences of being stigmatised and
the incessant force of mechanised tdpwn stigma production froma@& @S ® { G SLIKI yA S Q& | c
story is an indictmenof those who crafted the welfare stigma machine. Her body is a witness
statement.The scars and psychological wounds she biestify to how stigmaemerges within
wider degradingsystems ofocial classification.

The welfare stigma machine, which was crafted and designed to implement the political

LIN2P2SOG 2F ldatiSNRGes RSadNRea LIS2LX $SQa YSyilf K

(p))
QX

attributed to austerity, Mills draws our attentioh 2 WI dza 4§ SNRA G& &adza OAR Qb ! &
suicides reached a B S NJ KA 3K Ay { K$eve] ddta linkihg thisi ifkcrease toddzt | G A 2 Y

I dza (G S NR (FRMillkidduhedts theietdngled relationship between this marked increase in

mental distres | yR G(GKS wSO2y2vyeée 2F G(KS FyEASGe Ol dz&AaSR o

AYGSNYFtAarFdGA2Y 2F YIEN] SO € 23MSshdivikitesi | aaixdya oI f

Ld A y2d I O2AYyOARSYyOS (KIdG a2Y$S ldveauldf S RSSH

ax

end their lives. People are killing themselves because they feel exactly the way the

government is telling them they should fegh burden. Put another way, people are killing
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themselves because austerity is killing them. Austerity suicides magdul as the ultimate
outcome of the internalisation of eugenic and market logic underlying welfare reform driven

by austerity. Such deaths make visible the slow death endemic to austérity.

As Mills cogently argues, attention to tipeychic life of austrity is critical for understanding the
threads of connection between the cumulative effects of stigma as lived experience and the
governmental exercise of stigngahe relation which is at the heart of the reconceptualisation of
stigma as power in this lod.

{GS@®S ¢2Y04a | NHdzSasx Wl dzAGSNARGE A& | -aG2NBE | 07
generated, statef F OAf A G G SR @A 2t S PBSChrisiGfoverireflacts, FredriekOA | £ Y dzN
9y ISt Qa GSNY WwWazOAlf YdNREANDSWNEGE LABD LA 6§ §$KS yWR
02y aSljdzSy0SaQ 2F GKAA LINE I NIBYEYKSA 3 NBA FWDy2A15KA 8] y2T yW
YdZNRSND SOK284 wdziK DAf Y2NBQa RSTAYAGAZ2Y 2F NI OA
production and exploitation of group d#rentiated vulnerabilities to premature deatB*’ Certainly,

' dzZAG SNAGE aSSya RSaAIYSR (2 Syl OBIndeddkShedzy Slj dzZl f R
FdzadiSNRAGe adlrasS Fye F2N¥Y 2F ftAFS GGKIFG Oddyy2id WLIN

2dzi FyR ®GNYy3Ift SRQO®

[A] Unsettling the Welfare Settlement

In Regulating the PooiThe Functions of Public Welfg®71), Frances Fox Piven and Richard
Cloward caution us against romantic and nostalgia accounts of the welfare st4t&(s)hey argue,
GKS f2y3ISNI KAaG2NE 2F adrdS 46StFIFINBE WwoStAsSa (KS

including relielJ2 t AOAS&s INB 6SO2YAy3 LINPINBaaiFsMse Y2NB

=N

iKSe y2308s WikKS KAAG2NAOIE LI GGSNY Aa OfSEHNIeg y?2

of periodically expanding and contracting relief rolls as theesggpterforms its two main functions:
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YFEAYGFEAYAy3 OAGAL 2WRISAdbohaygBverSnyemL2hbiid kedu@ntiglRed] Q ¢
F2NOSR (2 AYyGSNBSYyS G2 FYSEA2NIGS GKS AYLI OG 27
GKAES Waz2OA ImneadS t(KF OB LISMWEA 2WRIA OF f £ &8 0SYSTAUSR WiOK:
2NRSNDX AYLISGdza G2 FOGA2Yy FNRdzyR LR2OGSNI& Aa & Y
or moral imperatives, or indeed rightsased or social justice clainfaurther, theBritish welfare

stateAd y20 W (KAYy3IQX o6dzi | &aAGS 2F O2y iNY RAOUG2NE
formations.Welfare is asettlement between labour and capital which has always been

compromised by gendered, classed andahsed inequalitiesWe might usefully recall Jeremy
CSYGKEYQa LXFya FT2NJ b OF NOSNEf | g RNYIKENS | 8¢ § KNB

welfare state was funded through colonial enterpjise

Neverthelesswriting in the wake of a decadd austerity, where the most progressive aspects of

the programmes of reform instituted by theostwar British welfare state are now in reverse gear;

gKSY GKS WrHaadzyLliazy GKIG GKS adrdS akKzdZ R L) I &
consequencesdF LIAGF f AaYQ KFA 06SSy dzLJidzNYySRT 6KSy GKS L
consigned democratic welfare dreams to the rubbish dump of history; when so much of the state
infrastructure of social provision and care has been laid to waste; when thoseegkoaccess to

state benefits and entitlements are, once more, deeply stigsaatiit is imperative to recall the

powerful social effects of (partly) eltigmatised welfare provisiorf$?

[A] Welfare disinheritance
Welfare settlements represent®¥RA A G Ay OGA PSS aAiS 2F O02yySOilAz2y oS
O2yaldNHzOGAY3 NBfI GA2yaKALRAZI “INI ARINROREHS @ & Ry SHRFSHYNIBA

provided not only safety net, but was a structure of care and a site of imaginaistimerts which

transformed the lives of people in pestar Britain.



The social historian Carolyn Steedman was a wotglags child in the 1950s, a period when,
Fa &aKS gNARGSas GKS adGraS gl a LIN)Y OGAOMEot @8 Sy 3l 3ISK
Steedman, growing up during that first utopian blush of the psat welfare settlement involved
O2y ONBGS YIF GSNRLIf Itwd i Gomsidérabd achigvenierit Br adddiktyitS godr soW
much milk and so much orange juice, so many vitamiagndthe throats of its children, and for the
KSAIKG FYR 6SAIKEG 2F (K2aS OKAf RNByY (i 24 @i a G NA LJ
the broadly egalitarian welfare state eedso bestowed waa new value system; as Steedman
R S a O Ny dnBedtance Wom those years is the belief (maintained always with some difficulty)
GKIFId L R2 KIF@S || NABKGIGKIGR K KR B NI K20 Q8E KB0 ¥ 241153 Y
Thewelfareinheritance so movingly described by Steedman has been stolen. The
compromise between labour and capital which the twentientury welfare state represented in
Britain no longer holds. Indeed, we are currently living through a period dfhlké&itance.If
twentieth-century welfare capitalism transformed class relations in Britain, austerity is upending
Of raa a20ASGe 2y0S Y2NB® {(SSRYlIyQa o0StAST GKI
KFa 0S02YS 51 yAStan ONEozadpe. Biéeks like theNgoveryinkent bie 3 S
trying to make a superiorraceli KS NA OK 3IS0i NAOKSNI I yR (GKS L}22NJ 3¢

Li Aa y2d 2yfe GKFHG GKS OdNNByd yS2tAGSNIf F

AN,

inequalities of income, health and li@K I y 0S&aQ 2y Wi &a0FtS y2i aSSy aa
2 | NI that thaka very groups who gained most from the British poat settlementg women,

children, disabled people and the mudtihic working clasg are now those most deeply impacted

by deepening inequalities unfolding from its dismantlemét#tindeed, the historical inequalities

and stigmatising classificatiofetent within systems of social provision are the stigma fault lines

which have been fracked by tlemclosurearchitects of austaty, and mined as a source of

discontent through which to generate social divisiéffsTo obscure the political origins tife

welfarecrisis, the stigma machine of austerity purposefully generates class facttbesrony being

that the undoing of the wlfare settlement impacts (unevenly) on everybody, from cradle to grave.
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[A] The unsettling of the welfare settlement

Austerity is an arntsocial and an amilemocratic movement which signals a deeper unravelling of
the social contract between citizens and the stafhat is, iBritish citizens are no longer collectively
willing to meet the basic needs of children, dikabpeople, the elderly, and other vulnerable
citizensg to shelter, care and education through state organised systems of wealth redistribution
(taxation)¢ then what kind of state we are in2an a state with only skeletal social provisions, a state
in which the provisions which exist are so unequally distributed by geography, be called democratic?
What kind of state is a state without a functioning welfare state?
In place of the 'big state' envisioned bychitects of the British welfare state in the drtwentieth
century, what is emerging is an uneveatchwork of social provisio depilated, stretched and
stressed health and public sector pegged together by armies of unpaid charitable volunteers,
combined withthe emergence ofiew private forprofit health, social care and educational
provisions for those who can afford to pdgdeed, in terms of widening economic, social and health
inequalities, the austerity welfare state increasingly resembles that of the first decades of the
twentieth century, when much welfaravas dependent ophilanthropists®®a I y& 2F . NA G Ay Q.
poorest citizens are already reliant on the charityth# individuals and corporations whose
predatory capitalism (and taavoidance) contributed to the crisis we are in.

There are more than echoes of early historical periods of social provision in the austerity
state, and it is with historical warnings about the abdication of the state, the@rasf democracy
and the return of charity in minthat | want to conclude this chapter by returning to a final time to

Lancaster Town Hall, and to a period before the poat welfare state.

[A] Ashton Hall, Lancaster Town Hall 1909
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The public launch event for the Morecambe Bay Poverty Truth Commission on Friday 6 July 2018

was held inAshton Hall, the largest room within the town halancastetown hall wasopened in

1909, and wagrivately fiy’ Y OSR o6& I € 20Ff Ay Rdza (i NBB4AIWAG > W[ A Y
Bestowed the titledLord Ashtorin 1895 Williamsonemployed an estimated 25 per cent of

[ F YOI aid S Ngedpopalaion] nfey aid women and teenagers irLiisleum(oil cloth)

factories, cotton mills and quarrié&t[ I y O & G SN a LINAnh&denthtand edrly R dza G NB A
twentieth centurieswas linoleum manufacture, a commodity which consisted of coating cotton to

produce tablecloths, floorcoverings, tiles and wadloverings. Théinoleum industry involved

largely unskilled and serskilled manual labour, and was completely dominated by émployers,

Williamson (Lord Ashton) and the Stoffeynily.2 A f £ A Ya2y Qa [dzyS aAftfta Tl Ol
that in 1894 itboastedthat it wasW (i IEr§estmanufactoryof its classn the 2 N Ri@aysay,

without anyfear of contradiction,that the mammothworkson the banksof the Lune,at Lancaster,

arethe mostextensivein the universe that are ownedand controlledsolelyby oneindividual' 52 By

the time he died, James/Nilliamson,wasone of the richestmenin Europe He was also a ruthless

capitalist, an autocrat and a tyrant.

The sociologist Alan Warde argues thabtfeatures made Lancaster distinctive during its
industrial heyday was its predominately unskilled and sskilled workingclass population (the
absence of either a largekilled working class or a significant middlass), and the striking
WijdzA SE0Sy O0S 2 T¥Inklded, thig @abld thwh Hotablé for thé dabsence of sigyificant
recorded history of working class struggle, its workforce remained largelyniomised and neither
of the Linoleum manufactures saw any significant strike in their histories, which spanned over a
hundred yearsindeed,Williamson and the Storey family collaborated in their domination of the
local labour market, refusing to employ workewho were sacked by the other, only recognising
very small number of unions (craft unions and no general unj@mg) secretly collaborating in

setting local wage level®* This left the vast majority of the tov@@ workers without any political
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representation or bargaining power in the workpla@é&e domination of these firms ovére local
labourmarketcontinued into the 1970s.

In the 1970sElizabeth Roberts, a pioneer of oral histaryo studied andworked at
Lancaster Universifycaptured the views of many workingass people in Lancaster about
2AfEAlFYa2Y Qa NBAIYC2ND WdBNNRNA RAGESING B NiB8 6 f ®OIS R A
f20Ff YIy G(G2fR KSNW W, 2dz RI NBTROA 8 BISSATabERdzNE K & 8z &
cotton mill worker, who began working for Williamson as a child of fourteehile the town hall
was being builg recalled dabourpractice which subcontracted the work of unskilled trainees to
skilled weaverswhichmade the weaver responsible for paying wagagractice this meanthat
someweeksd K S R A IRly QY ouk&¥dfterall was sl and done it was slave labouFte
manufactures got an awful lot of work for nothing. No wondeey got richQ & K $¢ Adothér R @
F2NX¥SNI SYL)X 285S RSaONRo0Sa K2g¢g 2AffAlYazy GNBIFGSK
stonemasons employed in his quarry regularly died from silicesis K SANJ t AFS SELISOGI yO
GKSy (KSe HSNBE FAYAaAaKSRQO®

[ FyOFradgSNRa ¢g2N]JAy3a Oflaa aAYYSNBR gA0GK NBaS)
on them by Williamsonit angeredthem that Williamson used the profits from their labour to fund
the lavish town hall, parks and monuments, yet faitedlo anything to address the low wages and
slum conditions in which many of his workers livete of Robednterviewees, a local
A2 SNYYSyYyid 62Nl SN akARY wia Iy SYLtz288SNI2F tloz2d
aftdzyra Ay {1SNI2y>s AF KSQR KIFIR (4KS AyiSNBald 2F GK

KI §S “BTminteneweegoesp 12 SELX I AY K26 Al 62dd R KIE #S 06 ¢

Q
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WwKS O2dzZ R

R

! 20 KAa Y2ys8d oFO1 Ay NByd Ay &8t
026y ®Q LYRSSRXI SYyGSNAy3 a2YS 2F GKS RA&AGNARAOGa Ay
certury was, aliswiftRSEONRA O SR AGX WiA1S ZRRYASAYG2IE&KYYRSH

way out, lack of fresh air ventilation, flue ventilation, small windows, even the window panes would

be small squares and you could almost smell the atmospl#Pheseinterviewees are at pains to



aiNBaa GKFG GK2asS tAQAYy3a Ay (GKSasS afdzy O2yRAGAZY

families who had inadequate water supplies (sharing communal taps and outdoor téifekae

lack of proper sanititon and the forced use of shared rubbish tips (middens) led to regular

outbreaks of food poisoning, disease and high levels of child mortality. As a local doctor interviewed

08 w20SNIia NBOFftfas WeKS OKAf RNBYepmeNShadvéh y | YR

L22NJ g 3Sad ¢KSe J2 (23aSHKSNE LIR2JGSNIE I yR RAaSHa
2AfEAlIYA2Y 61 &4 WNBLWHziSR (G2 dzaS | (St Sao2LIS | i

GKS Y2NYyAy3aQ | yR 1 SHYA aUGNFBafyHGO 10 Sok2 2 AR HaNg | NYRG/2INIK |

alsooperated a sophisticated local surveillance network of informants who reported on the activities

of local trades uniomctivistsr YR 42 OB OASRAVG2WKI FS K MAThraughh Sa 2 dzi

hisnetworks, Williamson alsextended complete control over local and national level political

representation, controlling local municipal electicaasd determining who would be the local M&s

2yS 2F w20 SNI Qawok kad 6 belrérgargfd $hip youltdked to &bout who you

@2 ( S Re*DaridgNie Period thatLancaster Town Hall was being constructed. Willianvsas

incensed by reports from his spies that local socialists and members of the Independent Labour

Party (formed in 1893) weralaming him for high levels of-work poverty. Williamson categaslly

denied that he paid poverty wages and furiously complained about socialist activists, who, as he

GNRGS Ay F fSGGSNI G2 | &adzllR2 I SNE WRSaAaONAROGS YS |
The politcal struggle between Williamson and the workicigss residents of Lancaster came

to a head during local elections in 1911 in Skerton, & f dz¥Y RAAGNA OG0 G6KSNB Yl ye&

workers lived, and close to where Williamson lived in a large Georgianystatele called Ryelands

House Williamson was incensed when the Liberal Party candidate (fielded by Williamson) only

managed to hang on to his Skerton seat against the Independent Labour Party candidate by a single

vote (which was the casting vote of theuwening officer). The punishment Williamson meted out on

his workers for this political betrayal made international news headlines.
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On 11 November 1911, tiéew York Tim& dzy RSNJ G KS KSIFRfAYyS W aKi?2
Tells Employees He Will Close Shop Rathiér y wl A a8 2 3S34Q> NBLRNISR 2y
2F GKS Y240 NBYINJlIo6fS RSOSt2LYSyda Ay GKS &l NHzZ
666 A short time after the local election Williamson posted a notice at Lune Mills, which stated there
gla G2 06S Iy AYYSRAIFGS OFLyOSttlraAz2y 2F  LINBOAZ2d
NI §KSNJ Ot 24S GKS 6K2fS ¢62NRARARBYYQI 2IV2RNRKGI K WKy
gdA R 2yfteée SyYLXz2eée (Kz2a$ YSy WgKz2 FNB fzéett G2 GK
all those with a known association to the Labour party.

He then turned his revenge on the wider town, making it cleaniould also cease all future
philanthropic investment in Lancaster. The Mayor of Lancaster convened a special meeting in the
newtown hallandaNJ y3S 2F &ALl {SNB ¢6SNBE Ol fftSR dzZl2y G2 o
but to no availWilliamson washen a particular kind of capitalist philanthropist, a man with a
virtual monopoly over wage labowyho ploughed some of the profits, the surplus value created by
workingclass labourersy y 12 0 KS RS@St 2LIYSyid 2F | (2téed/Qad OAJAC
absolute loyalty and gratitude in retufior acquiesce to below subsistence level wages

WLY Mdbdnd 6KSYy (KSoie¥by KBORdzEa KRBYBREX S &
2yS LRdzyR YR GKNBSI (KIIY2AG| MK GNBT INRBY O vSy2 &
poverty wage$t’¢ 2 OSf So NI} 4GS GKS 2LISyAy3a 2F GKS G266y KI ff
distributed special boxes of chocolates to the local school children. The children of Skerton

'returned’ their chocolates, throwinthem uneaten in their celebratorigjoxesover the wall into

2 AffAFYE2Y Q8 e StyRQa Saidl GSo

It is important to understandhe current period of austerity in the context lafcal histores
of struggles for living wages and decent hougjrsgruggles agairtisnulti-millionaires like James
Williamson. It is a history engrained in the town hall in which | and anothep&6ple gathered in

2018 to listen to the testimonies of a dozen local people about the return-abirk poverty, hunger
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andhomelessness. Lancastergam alL.Jt | OS Ay GKAOK (22 Ylye LIS2L)XS 7
their living costs, who are reliant on tax credits, charitable and emergency food provisions. A place

where medical practitioners document the return of diseasépoverty and wantThese histories

matters because we are returning to a state of unrestrained free market capitalisnioy

unrestrained freemarket capitalists, who either cannot see or do not care about the austerity,

suffering, pain and death by wdfi they are surrounded. A state of charity. A state of fear.

[A] Resisting the new enclosures

Understanding the history of austerity through the history of enclosures, and understanding the

wounds of austerity as social and political injuries can asstse forging of intersectional networks

2F OFNB FyR &2t ARFNARGET | LINFEA&E 6KAOKSOASAGE . |

oA

{Aft OAl CSRSNAOA y203Saz WAYy | &a20Alft adaidsSy O2YYA
of economic and psychological survival resides in our capacity to transform everyday practices into a
02ttt SOGAODS (i YRidsrbofsodarmovementizikd theQvidrdcambe Bay Poverty Truth
are a testimony to the ways in whidommunities are @ating new systems of care and solidarity
through which they can defend their families and communities againsstigena politics and
pauperisatdn that the enclosure of the welfare commons has set in motion.

Whilst this chapter has focused on Britain and state welfare strugglefor the future of
welfare isnecessarily an international one, a struggle for alternative economics, and for systems
redistribution whichcan also safeguard@anetwhich has been devasted by the history of colonial
capitalism As Federici argues, for resistance against the new enclosures to be sustainable the real
OKIFttSy3asS Aa K2g ¢S VYRERNDRELEESO2 azNERPENBRI & 2 NX

not just here but everywhere.
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[cH]5. Shames Lives on the Eyelids

WiKS | dzi20A23aNF LIKAOFE SEIFYLXS Aa y20 | LISNHE2)
GNBEAY3 G2 221 |G 2RBMa2 B3, F2OAH G ARWR | KA & G BN
tell a story capable of engaging and countering the violence of abstra@tion

Saidiya Hartmanrscholar of AfricasAmerican literature and histoff*

z

WSOAYy (2t R YS (KSe ¢S Ny oripeoplet@corbetafdiganp atd 2 NJ Y
'S glayQi KFE@Ay3a YS 3F2Ay3 I NRdzyR GSttAy3a G f ¢
offcomer wankers to laugh at and come and Xe@

Nigel RapportBritish Anthropologist’

W2 K @ yol $ddhiterested in stign®@a friend asked when | was beginning the research that

0SOIYS (KA& 0221 L RARYQO FyagSN®»w !'G fSrad yz2i
G2 LINBaa KSF@Afe dzalRy (GKAa LINR2SOGX dzaalRry YSo L C
pag (ko painful that it threatened to unravel me completélyTo be sure, in terms of its intended

contribution to knowledge, | felt clear about the purpose of this book. Namely, to enrich existing
understandings of stigma by directing attention to historéstigma power, and sites of stigma
production, with afocusok 2 ¢ adGA3IYlF A& ONIFUSR FyR RSLX 28SR Wi
Ay S| dzI"tHbvieve6 @e<Rabching stigma and talking about experiences of stigma with others,
particularly through my wrk with the Morecambe Bay Poverty Truth commisstuas involved

examining stigmacars of my own. Indeedy & FNASYRQ&a Ay @AGrdAz2zy G42 0SS |
particular hold over me, led me to reflect on the more personal motivations behind this pragect

dwell on my own history and the stigma injurielsaveaccrued in my own journey from a rebellious

teenage girl who began her working life as a cleaner in an English village pub to thephigldged
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position of a middleaged Professor of Sociology at an English University, the authorial voice adopted
in this book.
While | worked onStigmalLJNB LISNE L o6S3aFty (2 6NARGS | o62dzi Ye
This shadow stigma project initially compromised autobiographical fragments, but subsequently
expanded in several directions, including a-bliilwn ancetral research project, and a local history
project which | have drawn on throughout this book in returning repeatedly to Lancaster and the
North West of England, the region | am from. Over time, this ostigma project became an
increasingly important amponent of the research process, promoting new lines of inquiry and
providing new perspectives on the materials on poverty, class and welfare stigma, on slavery and
colonial histories, which | was gathering for the book. Slowly, | came to understandhiheloset
stigma projectwas at the heart oStigma That is, | began to understand my personal experiences of
stigma as deeply entangled with my scholarly interest in stigma power and with the broader
contribution Stigmaseeks to make to intersectionairims of social analysis.
Sociological and sociadl OA SY G AFA O gNARGAY3I 2y WGKS adA3YFGA
intentions, reproduces the stigma it ostensibly seeks to document, analyse or gaceaunt of.
¢CKA&d Ada SOARSYyGI WiingorSskgma, ifich ot akly ocdudeF therstrufgdes of
black citizens against the humiliations and violence of racial stigma, but actively silences the
testimonies and voices of the stigmatised in his writimgorder to trouble the power of stigmaye
need to take great care in how we draw on the voices and experiences of others in oufiiNidL
least, agnany of the methodsavailable to ugor undertakingresearch we have inherited from
European modernityand as we saw in the case of eugenicist roots of criminology (see Lombroso,
Chapter One), these methods wefi@rged in racist, classist, misogynistic and disabkdief systems.
In short, many sociatgntific methods emerge out of stigmatising systemg&rmawledge
production. Which is whygs Christina Sharpe write#5 S& LA S 1y26Ay3a 20 KSNBAAS
disciplined into thinking through and along lines that reinscribe our own annihilation, reinfpand

NBELINR RAzZOAY3A gKIG {&f @Al 2e@&yiSN KIEMaeltHardtsR 2 dzNJ day
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SharpeaddsP ¢ KS YSUK2Ra Y2ad NBFRAft@ O AflIofS (G2 dzas$s
L2aArAdAzya GKFG NHzy S02dzy 0 SNJ (2 6KIFIG 6S 1y26Q0

This chapgr reflects on how we might draw on our owtigma injuriesand stigma struggles
toresearchan@ NA GS ' 062dzi aAGA3IYIl A yormaturdlide existig Stigmaisthy Qi NI
socialhierarchies The personal troubles with stigmadve chosen tsharehereare ordinary
experiences, banal even in the context of British class society, but they are nevertheless experiences
of the kind which we are expected to subdue, swallow or jettison in assuwhagthe sociologist
t ASNNE . 2 dNRAGKZ2 {GISANKVSR REIKF Qx 2F WiK2asS sK2aS LN

o2dzi GRS g2NI RQO

[A] Mob cap andpiny

| was 13 years old when | got my first regular paid job cleahmdpoilets and bar of apud (SG Q& OI f €
this pubThe Eaglein the small remote village in the Yorkshire Dales in Enghdrede | lived with

my family{ SG Q& O Wane)iBady®dn SathrtlalsiaddSunday mornings | would pitch up at
the backdow of the pub and collect the mogndbucket from the stone steps. Once inside | would

pick up the cleaning caddy of bleach, polish and rags, pull my tabard off its peg and put on a pair of
yellow rubber gloves. My work began in the toilets, picking cigadetitts out of the urinal, wiping

piss from walls, scrubbing shit from toilet bowls, emptying sanitary bins, and mopping tiled floors. |
then moved into the bar area and the gloves came off. | collected discarded glasses, emptied
ashtrays, wiped and poliged the tables, before turning to the long wooden bar counter, where |
removed damp towel beer mats and discarded any sticky, picked at and doodled on cardboard beer
mats, before wiping down and finally polishing the long bsiizky wooden surface. Makirige bar

shine was my favourite part of the morning. | would then hoover the pub carpet, carefully arrange
clean beer towels and mats on the bar and tables, before spraying the entire pub with an aerosol air

freshener, a celebratory signal that all wasazleand ready for lunchtime opening.



Before the front door of the pub was ceremoniously unlocked, other staff would appear
from their various tasks in different parts of the building to gather in the bar for a morning brew:
sweet milky teainstant coffeg and biscuits from the corner shop. There would be chat about the
RFeQa ¢2N] G2 O2Y93IPR Y REHiaHeRreIl dnjoy2dihis wbrk, & was
satisfying and | was good at it.

In time, | picked up an additional weekend and vacatidngba craft centre a mile or so
outside the village, and for while | would begin my weekends scrubbing urinals, spend the middle of
the day serving tea and cakes in the craft centre café, before heading back to the pub for an
S @Sy Ay afaglags 2ikdbr in the bar andvashing ugn the kitchen. During school holidays, |
worked continuously between pub and craféntre, earning enough money to pay my mum towards
Yhy upkeef®By the time | was 16, | had saved enough to buy a sekhand motorbike with
meant | could avoid the tim&ag of having to hitchhike my way between pub and craft centre.

The craft centre was in a refurbishe@jhteenthcentury hay barnand sold handrafted
goods carefully chosen to curate a particular version of rural Ilifégtdd jumpers with sheep on;
landscape paintings; photographic books depicting dales life; rustic pottery which celebrated the
rough contours and colours of the dales landscape:rkays made of old wooden printing blocks;
eggtimers made out of recycleldobbins from Lancashire miighe waste products of a former
industrial heyday.

The owners of the craft centre asked me to wear a uniform, a whiee pétafore and
matching mob caphat signalled something between milkmaid and Victorian domestic servant. |
ddzaLISOGSR GKIFG GKA&A O2addzyS KIFIR 0SSy LW2NDKF &SR a
anybody else being required to wear it. It was an attempt, | imagined, to make peateble by

taming my teenage appearance, then somewhere between a rocker and a mod with shaved hair,

QX

2Skya YR Y20G2NbA1S o622Gad 'y STF2NI (G2 o0SaGdSNI
weekend walkers and holidapakers who strayed into thigmote dale, by making me fit amongst

GKS ONI}Filaz Iy KA&AG2NAOFE RNI 3 | Ol “Alyesisedthed K L LI
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deferent servitude this uniform implied by applying thicker eyeliner, brighter lipstick and wearing
larger earrigs¢ YR Sy 3 IBNRF AFA WFR 210INF OGAOSa ¢gKAOK AyOf dzR
smoke cigarette§2° Shameless defiance.

52y QG 3IS0G YS 6 NPy 3hage ol NHES ND Sy SR eBGR2 Y@S (155K
consider the work | undertook to be demeaning. Nevertheless, | was reminded of my hatred of this
mob cap when | was undertaking tagtal research for this booRhe historian Selina Todd
describes how in the early decadethetwentieth ¢Sy G dzZNBE WOl LJA YR | LINPYaAQ o
dzy’ L32 LJddzf  NJ aA3dya 2F aSNBIyiaQ RAFFSNBYOS FTNRBY VY23
SYLX 28 SNDR&a O2yGNRBEt 2@SNI (KSA R VBhieldin@esiSstrilce was2 Ré = |
still thelargest category of female employment inthe inied- NJ @ S N& AY . NAGFAY X 0 ¢
gFa Iy AYyONBFraay3Ite adA3IYFGAASR T2NY 2F 42Ny} = Wi
O0NR2 1Sy LINRYRAaS 828 garticilar Svorkingdhss ivenénlirdndadeashat had had
high levels of skilled or serakilled female employment, such as Lancashire and Yorkshire mill
towns, considered going into domestic servioébe a demeaning step down. As the historian Lucy
[ SGKONR RIS 4 NhidinBtahave tPehtut iha duby palty dili@ations of being at the
beck and call of a condescending mistress; of having no set hours to call their own, of having pitifully
TSs 2LIRNIdzyAdASE (2 YSBivhikSnditicosofdortestiS§ y 2 G KSNJ 62 Y
employmentvaried greatly, increasing numbers of young women resented what Margaret Powell, in
her memoir about being a domestic servadglow Stair§1968), described a8l KS FSSt Ay3a 2F 0o
26YSRQE YR (KS WSy2NN2dzda ®YFSNA2NARAGE O2YLX SEQ (KA

Upper and middleclass politicians, writers and newspaper columnists became preoccupied
GAOGK GKS WASNBIydG LINRPOoEfSYQX YR gAGK GKS GARSNI A
service for the future of British class soci€®Todd points us to a 1919 government pamphlet,
I dzG K2NBR o6& [FR& 9fftSy !algAliKE gKAOK adlkriSR GKI
G2 aSOdz2NB (KS T dzffdeheRRugenitist iindedstandidh ai dladskdiffadendcosaf ¢

underpinned this literatureimplied that the future of the better classes was @sglent on the
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labour of workingclass women (as nannies, caverkers, domestic servants). It also points to a
deeper fear, namely tht the freedom of young workinglass women poseddegenerative threat
G2 WIKS 9y3IftArAaK ai201Qd ¢KIG Aas gAGK2dzi GKS Y2N
constrained the lives of workinglass women who spent their lives caring for others while living
under the roof and beady eyes thfeir middle- and upperclass employetsvorking class women
would be more likely to marry young and have more children of their own.
For many amongst the upper and middallassesworking classervitude was imagined as a
moral good which bound together N& (i A & K Of -RISLISy2ROS\YSHPeR KdadylytaeyCe2Q d
most evangelical advocates for the preservation of class andegeddierarchies in this period
understood domestic servide be akin to a form of salvation which resaligoung workineclass
womenfrom the vices and squalor of working class urban Tifee bucolic social order of the
traditional English village was central to this conservative social imaginary of service and servitude.
As Lucy Lethbridge documents, social campaigners and philanthropists in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth century such as Harriet Barnard and Dr Barnardo, created residential village
communities mto which they interned workinglass girls to train them for lives in domestic service.
Amidst the teightening tensions and the growing demands of the wider labour moweme
(which led to a general strike in 1928)RSFTA L yOS 0SSt 2¢ adlANERQ INBS | yR
WNBTdzaASR (2 | R2LII (KS ascoedihpdsichbuseR@dy,ldomesiidk 2 F
servants lacked the organisational and bargaining powenainised workers, and Selina Todd
describes how their revolt often took the forms of small refusals; Powell describes how, when she
ANJ RdzF 6 SR FNRBY K2dzASYIFIAR (2 0221 KSNJ SYLJX 28SNJ Y
always struck me as a badgezns NJ2 A%8§ BeRiSance also took the form of vicarious pleasures
ddzOK & RNBaaAy3d dzlJ Ay GKSANI YAauNBaasSaQ Of2GKSa
their employers were out
By the 1920s the British government had begun designinglpeoikfare policies in an

attempt to pressworking class women into service, setting up government funded institutions to
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train girls to acquire both the skills and subservient demeanours necessary for domestic work, and
withholding dole (unemployment redf) from young women who refused to enter thenew

industry house$?! These workfare programmes were widely supported by the British press who

Wil YSYGSR GKS +16dzaS 2F GKS R2tSQ o0& 62YSYy WTF2NJ ¢

SYLX 28¢Sy i Qo

[A] The facade of the English pastoral

| grew up in a large working class family in the 1970s and 1980s, decades dominated by the radical
d20AFf OKIy3aSa |yR dzLKSE @I fa LINE CgbvethniehtdB®R o6& al N
1990).Many others have written about Thatcherism and the wiaywhich itinauguratedthe
neoliberal programme of reforms which led us to tharent British austerity state¢ K I {4 OK S NI &
capitalist crusade was underpinned by an authoritarian turn in law and order, and by the pitting
GKEG aKS SNYISFE QW +HATIGARYNRG yi kS t82 OA L | Yy RBAS SEdzl €
Stuart Hall argued, aat was novel about Thatcherissithe ways in which she tethered the values
of free market liberalisng ‘individual responsibility, seffeliance, enterprise, compa&ti A 2 y 53¢ OK2 A OS
02 O2yaSNBI GABS GKSYSa 2F WTI YA @ | WaRtergiedi A 2y T N
GKAa O2yedzyOlGdzNE W dz K2NAGEFNRARFY LJ2LJz AaYUao

In the 1980s, the English village with its residual stratifiggarian ordeiof local aristocratic
landowners, middleclass vicars, shegeepersretired professionals, wetlb-do farmers, working
class labourers and domestic servants, became a key imaginary resouttefonerite
nationalism®® Indeed, in an interiew for the Walt Disney corporation in 1989, Thatcher revealed
that her favourite film wadirs Miniver(1942), an American financed and Hollywood made romantic
drama which depicts the stoic suffering of a welldo middleclass housewife (who has a hire
housemaid and cook) in an English village during the Second WorldMyauMinivercentres on the

ways in which shared suffering forges a crolsss solidarity between local aristocrats, the middle



classesand the working poor. ThisromancedS & A f A Sy OS SLIAG2YAASR 6KI i ¢K
ALANRG 2% GKS Attt 3IsSqQo

During the Thatcher years, heritage industries flourisffédsLucienne_oh argues, the
social and culturaleconstruction of theEnglish pastoral and its bucolic social oritkethe 1980svas
fuelled both byeconomic policies aimed at regeneration anmidler ideologicaB T ¥ 2 NIia Wi 2 NBJA
AYLISNRFE LINARS GKNRdAAK | NBGdzZNYy (G2 LJ2 LIzt F NJ LIS ND S
populist Englisly | (1 A 2 9% Asliohd€tallsthe countryside, along with its architectural icans
OKdzNDKS&asx o0o0Seasxs @At vaSmaginedal G i3 S/ Aoy BB YNByO2 NNLRK
ANBIFGySaa AYyKSNByildfe O2RSR #KINReirdke obhKitageS | Yy R A YL
culturesawthe9 y 3f A 8K O2dzy iNBEAaARS YINJSGSR (2 G2dz2NR&AGA
. NR G I A-gtitni citesgatingtidated by riots throughout this periodyhite spaces from which
long histories of migration and migmt labour were erased from vie#? At the same time, those
who lived in English rural communities were encouraged to imagine themselves and their culture as
dzy AljdzSt & AyRAISy2dzaxr | &aidl Gdza Wdzy'/RSNILIAYYSR o6& |

The social effds of Thatcheferaheritage culturewhich formedone strand of a wideracist
nationalism were palpable growing up in a rural communityinK S M dy n & @ { KthgS aSI R
is England2006) set in an unidentified suburban town in the English midlands in the 1980s,
examines the ways in which Englisitionalism infiltrated workingclass youth culture. Like
Meadows, who is the same age and from a similar background td experienced firshand the
ways in which local skinhead and mod youth cultures (of which | was a part) were penetrated by
racist politics of the faright. Teenage friends and school mates flirted withright fascist groups
such as the British National Party and the NadiloRront; relacing their Dr Marten boots with red
laces to show their affiliation with white supremacist politics, and furtively listening to theNee
Lancashire ban8krewdriver in their bedroom®? As unemploymentprecarityand poverty grew in
the 1980sWi KS Of Faa ¢oKAOK gl a OlFfftSR dzalRy (G2 0SSk N K

AYONBI AAY I & WREWARSR NIPRA A8 IV SyW S BR
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While Thatcher romanticised the highdjratified class society of the English village, by the
late 1980s rural communities in the North of England had suffered from a decade of the
I 2yaSNBIFGAGS LI NGeQa RS@OFadldAy3a LREAOASAY (KS F
unemployment, the decline of manufacturing jobs, the erosion of the welfare stageglttsure of
local schools, the end of subsidised bus routes, the selling off of council houses and a steep increase
in secondhome ownership imural areas (which saw workirgass people priced out of local
housing markets). In these straitened econoiicumstances, tourism had become an increasingly
vital economic lifdine. There were keen incentives to satisfy the voyeuristic desire of urban visitors
for nostalgic experiences of the English pastoralplale worlderural idyll in which, it was imaggal,
the certainties of older classed, gendered and racialised hierarchies persisted. In the village where |
lived and worked in my mob cap and piny, everybody who depended on tourism for their livelihood
participated in elements of the staged performandectass distinction and rural authenticity.

Are you really from here? Do you really live here? What is itii&#@rs would regularly ask
uslocalkids & (G K2dzZaK $6S RARYyQlG Fftaz2 tA0S Ay (KS mMdyna
stations, watch the same television programmes, shop at the same supermarkets as them. As
though the village and those of usw lived in it were mummified in the imaginary historical time of
Mrs Miniver

Growing up under the weight of this kind of tourist gaze resonates mithuard Glissag &
descriptionofi KS 2aaAFeAy3d STFFSOGa 2F G KSofSauinyid INIF LIKA O
ad G A®Wiild corBpalied to labour for the tourist gaze, the community in Wanet employed a
WavYltf FINASYFrfQ 2F adNIrGS3AsSa G2 RSTFSYR F3AFAyadl
old-F I & K A2 DeSpRe®@he indignitietabouring for tourists could involve, and the real class
conflicts it masked, there was a shared understanding of the urban tourist as a gullible figure; we
poked fun at tourists, and called the\wivel headSbecause of their habit of peering throughmu

cottage windows and enquiring into our lives.
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[A] Moving Away

When | was 18 | lefny village to do a degree at a Higher Education college in a temgleern

iyRdzZZGNRFE G266y | FSg K2dzZNBEQ RN @Bngland, lard wasina3d K S NJ ¢
period of mass expansion which prefigured the full madedtbn of the sector. There were no fees

to borrow at extortionate interest rates and the remnants of a maintenance grant systeamt

young people from workinglass familie© 2 dzf R | 00Saa FAY Ll yOALlf &dzLlJ2 NI d
enough to cover basic living costs, so | worked in pubs at evenings and weekends, further developing

the defined rightsided armmuscles, keen observational and conversational skills, and advamnised

of sexual seltlefene required to work in the nightime economy. Sexual harassment, as | had

learnt working in the village pub, was an unrelenting feature of bar waret,ray skills at breaking

up barfights and speedily emptying a bar at closiimgd led to a lucrative stint as a bouncer.

My degree course in English Literature and Philosophy was taught in both day and evening
classes on the site of a slightly dilapidated teaching training colldgecollege had begun life as
Mechanics Institue in 1824 and by the late 1980s was a sprawling amalgam of an art college, a
technical college and a teaching training college, expanding o{/8dgears to met the practical
training needsand the intellectual and artistic aspirationsrairthern millworkers. The majority of
my fellow stidents were middleaged workingclass women, who having brought up families and
worked all their lives in modestpait A YS 220a&a3 KFR &d2dz3KdG 2dzi S@SyAy3
GKSYaSt @dSaQszx | LI (dKpartikhd dedtee KdurBes. fAlSdRgstitHés® Wonery
where a sprinkling of unemployed men, and numbers were made up by a small group of mainly
workingOtf  aa GSSylFI3ISNER tA{1S YeasSt¥zr YAaFfAiida ¢Kz2aS LI

to gain places athte grander elite re¢brick universities in nearby cities.

| was comfortable in this miliewyith no tiered lecture theatres, gt small flat schoélike

classooms with plastic chairs. Short lectures about philosophy and literature were followed by
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FYAYFGSR Oflaa RA&AOdzaaA2ya KAOK az2YSiAayYSa O2yia
club. It was in this easy college environment with familiar, lrégtd kind people around me that |

RAA0O20SNBER I RSSL) ON} @Ay3 FT2NJ ARSI agobaEkktdithef S+ NI Ay
vilage,get Yy 2NRAY I NE 220 FyR WaSdatsS R2syQd L 4+ yiSR

for readirg, for books, for knowledge.

[A] People like you

Armed with enthusiastic references from my college lecturers, | applied for funding from a

w

2SNy YSy( NBaSHNDK O2dzyOAf G2 R2 | YIatGsSNRa RS3
several hours furthesouth. | got an interview and scra@ together money for the traifare. In
NBGONRALISOGSE L R2y Qi (y26 K2é L LI dzO]1 SR dzJ GKS O3z
navigated my way to and around the grand buildings of the university camkigcked on the

2FTFAOS R22NJ 6KSNBE L KIF R 0S Syaida yoice belin0 thédeor. e LINS & S
professor who led the MA programme had her eyes lowered on my apiplicah the desk in front

of her. Ezentually she looked up, apprais®dS I yR &l ARX W2 S R2yQiea@Si Yy

AtGKS GAYS 2F Yé AYy(OSNDASS L RARyQU TFdAfe 0O2Y]
meant. | understood that | was an unusual applicant, a young woman educated at remote rural
secondary moderngc2 2f | YR gA0K2dzi Wl LINPLISND dzy A OSNRAG @
class politics of the highistratified Britishuniversity system. It was only after a term spent in the
al YS LINE T & & abcNEha shddred niyZontributions to discussions by insisting on
correcting my pronunciatiorit was only when | received the feedbamkmy first essay on which
she scraved a single commergWA £ f AGSNF GS> L)X SIaS &4SS] FLaaraaalyo

GKFG L 6S3ly (G2 dzyRSNROGFIYR GKIFIG GKS NBYIN] I WwWLIS?
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that somebody like mappeared tosomebody like her a Cambridgeeducated Professor of English

Literature.

Peoplelikeyoll & G221 | t2y3 GAYS F2NIYS (2 dzy RSNEG
WAIYFEEAYyI Of I a8 ThakNBS2A 8f SS dzlAK SY Adk@Midndiicalg | & a L2 Sy
representational moralizig, pathologizing, disgugiroducing register attached to workirgjass
G2YSYDhatWllS2 L) S favhl® judgerethboftith@ ways in which workingassness
was etched into my clothes, my body, my then thick Northern accent, my colloquial speech, my
grammatical mistakes, my direct manner, my naivety, earnestness and shameless yearning. | was

undisciplined. | was out of place. | was being shamedptgoe. Mob cap and piny.

People like youA phrasethat would follow me around as | later attempted to carve out an
academic career. Words still tattooed into my skin. Encounters which left scars. Welts which still itch
FYR o0dzNYy @ Wt S2ichséh vt MY YS 2Rzl RWSQ (itiieB@iidls useld By a¥ dzy RA y 3
professor a PhD supervisowhen | toldhim | was pregnant as | sat weeping with shame before
themd® W, 2 dz R Bomgbgdy ke youill n@ver get a job at a universityA 1 S (theA & 2y SQY
advice of a friend, a middielass academic, who discouraged me from applying for a post at the
dzy A S NBE A (& & KSUNIB knavkiisat papk Nide YR abe oWly here to do the teaching i
0 KA & RS lile Néadydd Depafinent who stalled on sigmioff my first application for a

research grantl could go on.

There is nothing exceptional about tgendered and classextigma | am relating here.
These are ordinary humiliations which structure the lives of people fromkiwgclass backgrounds
in their encounters with middlelass professionals, and in this case with elite British universities.
Stories of these kinds have been related in autobiographical sociological writing for generations, are
increasingly the subject of sociological researcand even some largely halffearted policy

initiativesaround the inclusion of workinglass students i (i frli€rsities.
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2 KlG L €SENYyG FTNRY (KS&S SELSNASyOSa A
slip up, to show signs of dirtiness asiaipidity, so that they can send you back to where you
0 St Z%BlQmhat being stigmatised also gifted was a class consciousresgew into a hard

knot of shameless defiance.

[A] Shameless defiance

In her searing memoitandscape for a Godtfoman: A Story of Two LivE®986), the British
KAaG2NALY [/ FNRfey {GSSRYlIY 6NAGSa | 062dzi GKS KARF
class’®@ 1 SNJ YSY2ANI Aa lLoz2dzi Wig2 fAGSEaQ Ay Ydz GALX S
life and her own life, the entangled relationship between them, and the significant-inter
generational changes in class relations effected by the-pestwelfare state in Britain. In it also an
I 002dzyit 2F {GSSRYIyQa 26y ( gcareet acddSnicranddi i@ dof Rdzf G €
the workingclass girl that she carries with her, within her: the girl who is engraved in her skin and
whom she carries on her back.
Landscape for a Good Womapens with an account of a deeply stigmatising exchange
between her workingclass mother and a middigass health visitor, who deems their barely
furnished home as a place unfit for rearing a child. Witnessing her mother being shamed by the

KSFHfGK @Aarxia2NI Aa  F2NXYFGABS Y2YSyd Ay {(SSRYLlYy

| will do everything and anything until the end of my days to stop anyone ever talking to me

like that woman talked to my mother. It is in this place, this bare, curtainless bedroom, that
fASa Y& aSONBiO YR aKI YSTdzZ RBawomahi@agarty NBI R
(a woman now, like me) and think quite deliberately as we talk: we are divided: a hundred

@SINE 32 LQR KI @S 0SSy Ot SIyRy3a &2dz2NJ aK2Sao



Experiences of stigma can provoke a doubling of consciousness thrduginyau see yourself

through the eyes of otherdn this respect, workinglass consciousness is an awareness of your

involuntary placement within a social hierarchy which is contingent on economic and social injustice

and exploitation. A sense of placeyigi 6 KA OK SYSNHSa ¢KSy LIS2LX S WLz
experiences through which you suddeiripabit a place from where you cadS NOS A @S & 2 dzNJ WLJ
Gt OB QPISSRYFY NBTfSOGax WL GKAY|l y26 2F it (KS

dza 2 4SS 2dNBStEPSa Ay GKS t1yRaO0NLSsE FyR 888 2d

l'a . SOSNI Se& céniiters BapersoNddazSanE intdeffect through regimes of
@1t #A9c@aver, the dominant values that a given society, organisation or ideology seeks to press
uponyouR2 Yy Qi I £ g | & ain fidt idihsed JozNdS &ré Gitéh Tefused, reworked and
returned. Skeggs emphasises the ways in which the working classes frequently fail to feel or embody
the shame which (middlelass) social and cultural practices of class stigmatisation seek to inculcate.
Stigna givesrise to resistance as people defend themselves against the shame which stigmatisation
seelsto instil. Which is why the working classes, and especially worlags women, are so often

decried for beingghameless

[A] Classhame

Landscape for a Good Womdike all truly insightful writing on social class in Britain, is sensitive to

historical and generational twists and turns of class making. Steedman is critical of the tendency

towards romantic accounts of workiagjass authentity, which obfuscate understandings of class as
historically contingent and relational forms of social classification. She describes the &ilutieg

WL ¢gK2tS ISYSNIGA2Yy 27F a2 OAprdiessbralpostitdiStiatallovy G KS
theYy Wi 2 aLISI |1 -@QFI XK SAME 3R \WAShayaRglds that thrinfer2ilthisiirde ©

war generatiorclass was often worn as a badge of honour, and class mobility imagined as a heroic

WIAYR 2F | QOemolids ek fyrBer wiotking-class livearefrozen in the past,
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P 3 4 A lke\irs€&® b amber or coal in the mine. What is often obscured in these kinds of stories
about social mobilityisii K ¢ WOf I aa Aa | NBfFiA2yaKALZ |yR y2i
Steedman argues that there isals@d&& Y RSNBSR RAYSyaizy (2 GKS&S Of
A02NN S GBAKS gNARGSAaT WGKS FOGGNROdziAzy 2 7F -ddssed OK2f 2
landscape has been made by men,vidrom the transitions of class are at once more ritualized than
theyareF2NJ 62YSy> yR Y®#OR KIRREN O2yVN}&dg {G§SSRY!
workingOf I aa8 OKAf RK22R A& FNI YSR-fyr2002 daNg I WiRK 0 | YLAAYG2! £ £ AC
in that genre in whiclordinary lives are transformed into soap operdsg A G K S| OK G KS LA OF
KSNR2AYS 27F KSNRa&henSteddmadRcudes heSazodudt of growing up as a
working-class girl in the 1950s on familial relationships and on the hom&orkplace of unpaid
labour which is for women often a site iotensive classonflict and struggle.
I am from the generation after Steedman, not a pastr scholarship boy or girl, or part of
that postwar grammar school generation schooled in the arts of class passvag.dchooled at
secondary moderns and congdrensives| R A RefXpRriencepoverty growing up but sometimesve
struggled to get by my family income meant thak wasentitled to free school dinners, school
uniform vouchers, and when | went to college | qualified for what remained of a full government
maintenance grant.
My parents camerbm different class backgroundsty dad was from a large workiradass
family, hewas brought up on council estate, his mum worked in a fish and chip shop, adddi
worked in a hardware shopny mum was the only child of middidass professionalschool
teachers who later had careers as a librarian and a college lectarei¥hewas brought up in a
large house on the better side of town. My mum got pregnant as a teenager and my parents had a
shot-gun wedding in the late 1960s.
My middleclassgrandparents were a significant presexin my childhood, furnishing my
siblings andne with books, occasionally taking us on trips to visit stately homes and to see plays and

concerts. When we were children we were tutored to becam best behaviour when they visited
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They werea loving but sometimes disapproving presendéen | was growmg up,l thought of my

INI YRLI NByGa | a WL & K-fass sohdkrship IKdS &ho,KénRmueh8k8y 62 NJ Ay
Steedman, had gone to grammar schools and became school teachers after the war. They styled
themselves as educated and middikass professnalsg and worked hard to cloak their working

class roots through the acquisition of cultural capital.

My WLJ2 a K Q hadbégyh Rex life as the illegitimate child of a hairdresseaiviorkshire
seaside town. She changed her name frneorking classvly to the middleclass Elizabeth, when she
left her childhood home in the 1920s to do a degree course in the 1@80sxtraordinary class
transition for a woman from her background at this tim&he never spoke about her childhood or
background, and myesse is that her illegitimacy, and her modest roots were an enduring source of
shame Before she died, she burnt the diaries she kadefully kept andvritten all her life.

In his memoiReturning to Reimshe French sociologist Didier EribBrS & ONXA 6 S&a Wi K S
discomfort that results from belonging to two different worlds, worlds so far separated from each
20KSNJ GKIG GKS& &aSSY ANNBO2yOAfl 0f S#Adhg R 28SG GKA
GNRGSar WoKIF(GSOSNI & 2 drorbée@proatediidnatill E&nBured #sdaNB St T T N2
AYGUSaNIt LINILG 2F 6K2 2N 6KIG @2dz FNB X GKS (NI OS
you were socialized, persist, even when the conditions in which you live as an adult have
OK I y B°9VReq threacReturningto Reimg K| & NB a2yl GSR 61 a 9NRO2YyQa R

P

ELISNASYOSa 2F akKlIYBCRE{ YESRYOR20X I 3AKABK YISQ®2 Y L

KFoAldzaQ>s (GKS FSSftAy3da 2dslodatingsesads rocksmdK 2F Sy | C

belonging’?*

[A] Being the anthropological object

L& GKS GAYS L FTAYAAKSR Yeé ,mylpateht$haidivorsed ahdidsetr y R NE

up new homes with new partners, which eventually saw them move away from the village.
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Homeless and umaployed, | headed to Manchester where my youngesther had started a

furniture-making course and he and his girlfriend let me sleep on their sofa for a while. The rest of

that year was one spent hanging onto the periphery of the academic margins byutstyygr

fingernails. Alongside work in batsnanaged to pick up odd bits of teaching on university access

courses. One evening | was invited to a dinner by an academic who wanted me to meet his friend, an

anthropology PhD student, who had just returned from @ S ND&a FASE Rg2N] Ay t I L

important to note that at this juncture | had no idea what anthropology was, or what fieldwork

YAIKG SydrAto . SAy3a AYyOBAGSR (2 RAYYSNIFOG Fy FyidcK
The evemg began with a slideshow. We sat in the dark drinking wiméile our host

projected photographic slides from a carousel slide projector onto the wall of her apartment.

Images of the people she had studied and lived with for a year began to alpgiese us, sound

tracked by the whine of the projector fan and clicks as each new slide slotted into place. Sometimes

the anthropologist appeared with the people she had lived with, scenes straight out of a colonial

scrapbook’??When the evening drew to dase, the host tried to include me in the conversation by

asking me where | was frarivhen | told her the name of my village, she gasped and gazed at me

open-mouthed, before exclaiming? L. R2y Qi 06St AS@S Al Y& tiK5 & dzLJSNJ
Thatnight | dreamt about the images projected onto the anthropoldgistall, the whirr of

the fan, the carousel rotating, the moment of darkness before the click which announced a new

imageq and suddenly there projected on the wall is the farmer who threeto shoot our

straying dogs, click, the ladies who ran the poffice, click, the drunken pulandlord, click, the guy

who grew weed up the valley, click, the local bikers gathered for their Sunday ride, click, the school

friend who concealed her pregncy, click, the back seat of the school bus, click, weekend walkers in

boots and anoraks, click, fights at the village disco, click, the fell run at the summer fete, click,

flooded fields, click, teenagers drinking cider in the graveyard, click, kidsréngnin the river, click,

bringing sheep down from the fells for lambing, click, my friends beating pheasants for the local

aristocrats, click, my dad painting a cottage, click, my brother skinning a rabbit for the pot, click, my



mum riddling the stove; aththere | am, a gangly teenager at the edge of one of images, punk hair,
KSI g8 SeStAYySNE &aYdzZRISR YI&aOFNIs OftAO1Z GKSNB L
office at schoofor misbehaviourclick,there | am again scrubbing the urinals, lclievading groping
hands in the pub, click, smoking cigarettes with my friends, click, serving café tables in mop cap and
piny.

¢tKS RAYYSN)I 3dzSada R2y Qi NBO23IyArasS GKFG L Y 7
rural community, they share commets, offer analysis, make judgements. It is impossible for them
to imagine that the object of the fieldwork might be right there with them in the room and on the
wall at the same time, in the same space and historical time. Served up on the wall to benedns
at an academic dinner party. | shrink into the chair. | make myself as small as possible. | want to
disappear. feell should confess that | am one of the natives on the wall. That | am the ethnographic
object. But my mouth is full of wool. Therenig position from which to speakthe figures in the
slide show are silenfi KS& | N8 FNISFI Oda G2 6S 3T SR i aLkRi
spydf aa 2F F3ankKoNa@vitidmed FEith Shame. | radiate shame.

The sociologist Helederrell Lynd argues that shame is most acutely felt when it is
dzy  YGAOALI GSRE 6KSYy 6S | NB "#lyid8ebcridesd thisiadaN@ INR & ST WC
WEali2yAaKYSyid 2F aS8SSAy3 RAFTFSNByYy:G LI NLI&A 2F 2dzNA S
todSGKSNE YR O2YAy3d (23SGKSNJ 6AGK PTadgBockipBt 2 F G KS
finding myself caught in the gaze of another, of being captured in shame, was particularly
heightened in this, my first encounter with the ethnographic gaze.dtssene of shame which
remains burnt into my eyelid&®

When my friend asked me why | was interested in stigma, | was immediately transported

back to the scene in the anthropologsstiving room and to this dream, in which the colonial theatre

of anthropology was transposed into the class theatre of my childhood.

[A] Telling practices
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I FS¢g &@SFNR fIFGSNIL GNIXQO1SR R2¢6y | O2L® 2F | 022
It was calledDiverse WorleViews in An English VillagE993)and | discovered that Rapport had
undertaken an ethnographic study of the village in which | had lived, a village he héames
Diverse WorleViews as | might introduce it now to my students, is a misozial analysis of social
interactions and kinshirelations in a remote rural village in the North of England between 2980
1981. It is often cited as one of the foundational texts sfiffiield of anthropologyO | f £ SR Wi K S
Iy i KNR LRt 2 Andit BaFbeen Nehised by yofidlogists of ruraliBriA y F2NJ A& WI Odz
aSyaAridAgdaie Qthéodinaniges iRIApBIRNE A & 2 7F

As an ethnography employing classic obsepaticipant methodsDiverse WorleViews in
AnEnglish Vilage & NBYAYA&AOSyd 27T 9QwidhuyichtioD @oRduct in ghdskandt K5
Community an ethnography undertaken in Unst, in the Shetland Isléetdseen 1949 and 1951. A
d0dzRé gKAOK 0SOIFIYS GKS o0l aira ¥FrhaP@AdidoiSglfind T A NA
Everyday lif§1956), for which he received the American Sociological Association's Maclver award in
1961.The most striking similarity between these studies is that both Goffman and Rapport
undertook their research surreptitiously, ergying covert methods and adopting a feigned persona
to study local people.

In a rare reflection on ethnographic methods talk which wasronically, furtively
recordedagainst his wisheand published after hisdeathD 2 T ¥ Y| y A Kl NB Rad& A & WNXzf ¢
Fo2dzi 3ASGAOGAY3I Ayid2 | LXIFOSQ (2 O2yRdz0G 060dzy RSND2 ¢
have to anticipate being questioned by the people whom you study so you engage in previding
story that will hold up should the facts be brought to thattention. So you engage in what are
somety Sa OF ff SR GXSLf{AYEE LINEOANDSAEdOK (KI G AT GKS
d02NR @2dz LINBaASYy (SR &&GafmBn tofdahé residdntslofyUsnt liedvast dzi S f A S

studying the lockeconomy and Rapport told the villagers in Wanet he was studying local history.

215



In Diverse WorleViewsRapport reveals (to his reader) théli St £ A y Beempldyedtd A OS & Q
explain to local people whathe was doiggi 2 I Yy SGY WKI @Ay 3 dza SdRcedrK S G S NI
G6A0S X I'yYyR 0SAy3 NIOS Nedce R reddided that HistoW @1t & (IS YHNSE | € |
I OOS LI I 6 I2*Rappaizoe@esiiiiatiivks deceptiomas counselled by his doctoral supervisor
gK2 | ROAASR KAY (2 0SS WSEGNBYSte OFNBTFdA Q Ay WK2
Ol dziA2dza Qs G2 WwAAQS tAGGES 61 &Qs G2 | @2AR WGKS
note-books, tapereO2 NRSNJ F2NJ 1 KS&aS ayvYlFrO{SR 2F (GKS 2dziai RSN
tourist, the visitor, the secon& 2 YS 2% Yilaldheguise of a history student looking for
OF &adzkt 62N] = whkLILRZ2NI RSAONAOGSA KAA bytdkingoriLdia G2 Y
jobs, first in a café, then as a farm labourer, all the while making regular field trips to a village pub,
which he call§he Eagle

Ly OKFLIWGSNI GAGE SR W¢ K S cobsitldéshidcisiprifto didose aw S & S N |
remotenortherndzNJ t @At €3S a4 GKS FASER &AAGS F2NJ KAa NJ
WA Yy F 2 N3He yfierd andccount of himself in his early twenties as a naive young man, eager to
embark on his PhD fieldwork. He refleatsoon his limited vantage pot as a publieschool boy, a

Cambridge graduate, from a privileged middlass background.
I had had a comfortable upbringing and had looked out over a large back lawn onto on to
the cramped housing estates beyond but | espoused a deep empathy witratienots

who had to achieve by struggling and did not inherit with gré&ée.

¢tKdza>X AlG 61 a O2yaiGNIAYSR o0& 6KI (0 -cKsSAngisadha WIiKS |

- OF RS Y ARADAt adived ifiWanet witht @A aA2y 27F Soeifcald NI LIK& F & 6

RSYIFYRAY3 yR KSNRAOQO®
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FRRNB&a I O RS Ywodd bR & Rritisii &npire:aah gffBographical

fortress in England not in some remote apackward area of Africa or South East

Asia. Studying the natives of Cumbria, | felt, was not the perpetuation of a harmful

act so much as a pilgrimage; or, at least a chance for me to partake in a joint

OSt SoONI A2y 2F 2dzNJ . Nhditd GurlfiStagatked LG 61 &

information on them but my feelings were of friendship, modesty, respect, even

longing734

This was the first ethnography | had ever read aedpite the opening claimtha?Y & Ay T2 NX I y i a

and their valley homes appearinthisbogki RA 8 3dzA aSR FT2NXaQ> L O2dz R AY

people in it. They appeared before me as cardboardaeus of theflesh and bloogeople lhad

grownup with, figures through which the reader is invited to voyeudally peer into village life

Wloseup but always from the outside lookinglny R Wi KNR dzZaAK* | It aa RINJfe&c
WEO1l YFrGT y2i08a GKFIGZ WwadOK 2F GKS YIN]SG 21

RAFFSNBYOSs RAalGlIYyOS 0SG6SSy (KS GiRBSWHzaE O Bzl oK

G6K2Y SGKy23INF LKA G/ SE NI 28F NB 6R NG DigeReSWoNdy § SY RSR |

Views in An English Villagadeed, when | first read this book in my early twenties, | read it from a

NEFRAY3I LIaAlAz2y ¢ KANeQithindhe texf ieif. | fegddt AsioBeRf tibddlhd JI A f I 6

WIFGKSNBR AYT2NXIGA2Y 2yQd hyS 2F (GKS ylIiA@Sa oK

LINA OGS RFEGFEQ® L NBFR (KAa 0221 Fa GKS yGKNRLRC
As | readl searched for traces of my former life. | went to school with the children of his

informers, friends and classmates, old boyfriends. | ate meals with the family he livednalith

whose conversations he secretly memorisgdnscribed, editedPrivate intimate conversations,

words spoken in confidence. | waited tables in the cafes he frequents, | cleaned the toilets he pissed
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in, polished the brass and worked behind the bar of the pub in which he drank. As | read, | watched

the anthropologistwatching us.

Brian and | were leaning on the bar, sharing a pint and eyeing up the bevies of tourist

women who frequently seemed to fill the pub on holiday weekéfid.

As | read | pictured him irh& Eagle, busy, as he puts#OK I (4 G A y 3 dzlwo I6g@ i ddkitt KA y I 2
¢ and, no doubt through shoisightedness, a fethingsthat were not’38| feel his gaze on my back

as | wipel down the tables in the craft centre cafe, and cheerily serve customers in my mob cap and

piny. | picturel myself in these scerse a vulnerable young workirgass woman, waiting on tables,

pulling pints, and evading the unwanted sexual advances of older mdt.lIféelashamed.

! iKS KAaG2NRFY wdzikK [Sed y238asx WakhkyYS Aa |

QX

W{i K & offsiare is a scene of exposure (this is true even if the scene is only an imagined one and

(p))

KS 204SNBSNI A& y2d |y SEGSNIPSHamedsladdidgofibaing o6 dzi |y

[aN

exposed to a gaze which produces a view of yourself whicltgonot control. More than this,
AKFYS WwAa KSEfR (G2 O2yOSNYy y2i0 @2dzNJ I OGA2ya odzi 6
Ayl RSljdzZd OASa +ta | LISNE2Y lFa (KSaS™ NB NB@SFf SR

AL

wlk L2 NI RARY QU NBGSIf yiSKil (b &K S 2NBilid2Re KE @5 |1 8S
KS ¢l & YSY2NARAAAY3I 2dzNJ O2y @SNEI GA2yas WaSONBUAyY3
F 0 y"ARBd0iing the thesis he would write about us, dreaming of publishingttiestis as a
book, a bookhat he seemingly never contemplated thp¢ople like thempeople like us, people like

mewould read. He promised, however, to reveal insights thenative point of viewRapport

GNRAGSET We2KEG L 613 d# dei2 RSt o INFAXKESSA O A(BS &Y 28K
@

w»
N

KAYaStF GKFEG KAa NBaSIHNOK glFa WF2N GKS FRAIyO
2dzZAGATASE KA& dzySl1aS Ay y2G SELXFTAYAYy3d wyéd LINER2S

café am farms.743
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| was aware of the basic inequality inherent in the whole exercldead not asked to study
them and they had not invited mebut by accepting their aggression, granting them daily
superordination, and adopting uncomplainingly whatever lowatistes the chose to accord

me, | tried to salve the sore of my writing them up laté.

l'a YINBYy WFHO020a y2iSasx Wi Kobserek midihad istthie indisking ord S O NB (i
denial of the complexity of the intersubjective encounter betwdietdworker and native, as well as

GKS LI26SNI NBflGA2ya GK#BG NBadzZ G FNRY (KAa SyO2dzy

[A] Speaking back

In 1979, the antlopologist Nancy Schepétughegublished an ethnography of a remote rural

village in Ireland titled, @nts, Scholars and Schizophrenics: Mental lliness in Rural lréfaed he

book was reviewed in the Irish press, journalists weuecklyable to identify the village she had

undertaken her research in, and the local community she had stusthed bought andeadher

book. As a consequencgcheperHuglesfound herself embroiled in public controversy about the

ethics of her research. In the preface to the 2001 paperback editionedbttok, Hughes describes

making a return visit in 1981 to the community and being met with hostility. As she reflects within

WGKS GNIXRAGAZ2YLEFE FASERG2N] LI NFRAIY 2dzNJ 2y OS O2f
y2g aKS KI a (2 SMIDSarehirkadd tyely arehagg®e TheillaBersonfront

her andquestion the ethics of her research, they tellhertddt K SNBE A & [[dzZA S | RAFTFS
whispering something beside a fire or across a counter and seeing it printed for theiwaridX S S Q

WLG 0S02YSa ™ineqminserober indistencé thabshe tamdefullyanonymised their

words, they reply:

2dz GKAY]1 S RARYQG>X SIFEOK 2F dzax aAld R2gy LRI

5

bits and pieces of ourselves strewn about here and there. You turned us into amputees with



K221a F2NJ FAYASNE FyR &a2YS 20 K bbesh. How@d 3 dzl NR Q:
you think | felt reading my words come out of some Tonor Path 2 NJ 42 YS LJdzo f A OF

mouth?748

While Rapport concealed his real purpose for being in Wanet, he reveals that some local people

R2y Qi 0StASGS (KS N@&d IBaspedt théySever Hid) Stanedrasd thdg @A y I (0 K
as | wasto living under the weight of the tourist gaze. Rapport makes several references to the ways

in whichhe was challenged in the fielt! { dorRered me behind a table ih& Eagle, and told enhe

KFR YFRS LK2yS OFffa loz2ddi YS FyR alg GKNRdAZAK Y&

82dzNJ SELISNASYyO0Sa KSNBK | NBy Qi ™®RaportriiedzRe Ay 3 a2 VYSi

Just before | left the field, | remember phoning a good frien@andiff and telling her how
FSR dzZLJ L gl a oAGK GKS FASEIRE2NJIAYI YR (GKS NI

AaARSZQ akKs$s

ax

FARY W{22y &2d2Qff 06S tSI@Ay3a (K2:

62y Qi YIGG®ONI I yaY2NBQo

While Diverse Wdd-Views in An English VilagdN2 YA 4S&a GKS NBI RSNJ WRAJGSNEA
central difference which comes into view is that between the anthropologist, his imagined reader
6t AGSNI £ 2 SRdzOF GSRX I OF RSYAOO | dtealsivéntilagiiesW O 2 dzy (1 NE
and picksthroughg K1 i G KS& GKAYy1l 62y Qi YIGGSNIIyeayz2NB

WL jdz8adA2yE Ay KAYRAAIKGIQTZ wl LILERNI gNA(GSas
persona of observingJr NI A OA LI y i Q odzi WL FSSt (Wdrelandthe O2y aidN
relations they shared one year quite awhile &@ Yy 2 i K| NX¥*WhaKiSthe mgaausedf
harm?

When | readDiverse World/iewstoday, now reading itasa middleaged sociology professor

with significant cultural capitait still provokes a painful and shameful sense of splitjra |

22C



encounter myselaind my childhood communitgswritten for andwritten about™L R2y QU {1y 2 6
whether my oldschool friends, work colleagues and neighbowuaaild care about what is written in
this book, whether they would feel angry, exploited or ashamed if they read the intimate and private
O2y@SNEF(GA2ya wl LILRNI GNYyYyAONAROSRXE 2NJ OF NB | 02 dzi
publication of gossiplaout love affairs, details of family disputes;fdelings about business
dealings, the presentation of them as xenophobic, illibaral narrowminded. | felt when | first
read this bookg and still feelg that this ethnography is an unkind picture oktlsmall, isolated rural
community in which I grew up inthe 1980s. a SNA S& 2F WoNHzil f dddd &1 SiC
assimilated to the perspective of the participa@to a4 S K33 S ND @

Alongside the problematic ethics of covert ethnography, widabstruck me when | reread
Diverse World Viewss its lack of sociological imagination. What | mean by this, is the absence of
any sustained attempt to link the personal troubles of the people it studidsdader systems of
power and government. InsteRS (1 KSeé> 4S5 I NB AYI3AAYSR a SEA&GA
severed from its institutional moorings and seemingly devoid of material determinism and power

GSOI2NBE QO

[A] Sociological Imagination

In The Sociological Imaginatigh959), the American sociologiSharles Wright Mills famously
aitl SR GKIFIG wy2 &a20Alft addzRe GKFG R2Sa yz2i4 02YS

KSANI AYGSNBSOGAZYA 6AGKAY | &Z0md&d, the fohise ofO2 Y LI S

[N

sociology isthe&r i A OF f &aSyaAoAfAGe 6KAOK AG OdzZ GAQDFGSa o¢
O2y il AYySR Ay {IRThis fodyldy Bflcaniiectionsl Betizéeh ®edp@rsonal and the

political, between individual biographies and thistories that shape them, is particularly urgent

today. As the sociologists Nicholas Gane and Les Back #tgug, | yS2f A0 SNI f 62 NI R

tear asunder private troubles from public issues, and thereby turn social uncertainty into a personal
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failure that is divorced from any collective cause or remedy, the linking of biography and history is a

GAGEFE LI NG 2F | az20raz2f23e GKFIG Aa 020K LREAGAOI

/ ® 2 NAIKG aAiffQad dzyRSNEGFYRAY3I 2FindivRl@hA 2t 238 |
biographies to history has its roots in the extraordinary body of work produced by the sociologist W.
E. B Du B0id868;1963)C2 NJ 5dz . 2A4X o0SAy3a | o6t Ol YIy Ay 1Y
CoSYUASGK [/ SyddaNEQ acnOh 2R S2ya QA W KIA OKR Kd2o fRS & O NJ
withsecondd A IKG 2F &A8%Ay A ae HENABOHELARI NJ aSyal iAaz2yQs K.
f221Ay3 G 2y8Qa asStF GKNRdIdAK GKS S$88a 27 2i0KSN&A
f221a 2y Ay | Ydza $RinTOESoulsIOVBIAGK Fhikgdectloi ofl ésgts Qublished
in 1903, Du Bois putsiggift of doubleconsciousness to work as a sociological method, deftly

z

6SEOAY3I (23SGKSNI [ dzi26A23INF LIKAOFE SELISNASYyOSas

and economic and statistical dataintodsi 4 SNA Y 3 | 0O02dzy i 2 F (i KofackWa (i dzR A ¢

racism./61

Stigma is a distinctly psychosocial concept. What | mean by this is that it is a concept which
describes the traffic between the individual and the social world, between personallé®and
social, political and economic forces. Stigma power is an analytic that allows us to examine the relay
between practices which impress stigma upon people, and how these impressions affect the ways in
which people perceive themselves and otherss iimportant to pay attention to stigma precisely
because it captures the movement between external and internal processes of de/valuation. Stigma
is a productive force that marks out and classifies people as a means of subjugating@them;
disciplinary fom of power that seeks to change people, to change attitudes and behaviour, and how
people make value judgements about others. It is a dehumanising force of power that infiltrates,
piercesand deflates your sense of yaalf. Stigma functions through subfem; it makes people

abject’62
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Yet as Du Bois suggests, being stigmatised can provoke a consciousness of the ways in which
S NB WTAIdzNBR | I A'§fTneidoublingof @hs@oudRésR dffectedfby $odiak (i 2 NB C
stigmag between experiences of being devalued or dehumanised by others and an awareness of
oneself as humaand valuablenonetheless; makes us wakefuResisting stigmgenerates what
the poet Dionne BranR S&E ONA 6Sa a | WaKAYYSNAy3a fSNIySaaQ
dza dzLJ | 4 F  LJI"NdsthsCadziwarbidesy &f oSy yawer @ written on our skin,
awakening us to the relationship between our biographical lives and the stigmatisdétbpaltiies
scripted for us by othersindeed, Imade the decision to include some autobiographical fragments
from this shadowstigma project in this chapter, precisely becansgexperiences of being
stigmatised, including the formative experience of discovering myself caught in the anthropological
gaze, have been such important critical gift in my subsequent work as a sociologist, a teacher, a

writer, a poverty commissioner, antagst.

One of the arguments @tigmais that the doubleconsciousness being stigmatised effects is
a resource for resistancand changeThat is, eingawareoK 2 6 ¢S | NS WFAIdzZNBR | J|
0l O1 RNZE LJ, rBakes s AjuestignMdds@ systems obromic injustice, practices of political
domination and stratified social hierarchies which we might otherwise simply absorb or passively
accept as inevitable or deservéi.As t he poet Di OmersersBagom and higoryt s i t

follows; oneenters a room and history precei@l&he goes on:

History isalready seated in the chair in the empty room when one arrives. Where one

stands in a society seems always related to this historical experience. Where one
can be observed is relative to that histo¥/.How do | know this? Only by selbservation,

only by lookingOnly by feeling. Only by being a part, sitting in the room with histéry.



[CH]ConclusionRage Against the Stigma Machines

Stigma (noun)tneffaceable stains of blood, supposed to remain on the floor of a room
where a murder has been committed

Oxford English Dictionary

In spring2016 three members of the British Royal Faniigince William and his wife Catherine (the

5dz21 S F'yYR 5dz0KSaa 2F /I YONARISO yR t NAYyOS | I NNE
SYR aidA3ayYl I NP dBHRadYTdgékthdr it ankirSdreflalafgsation for eight existing

Ukbased mental health charitigbat together haveV RS O RSa 2F SELISNASYyOS Ay
NIFAaAy3d g NBySadaaz FyR LINPGARAY I GAHEEBringing St LI F2 NJ
these charities together under oneganisationalrandQ Heads Together seeks to harness the

significant media power of the popular younger members of the Royal Family.

The publicity for this campaign states that il K SNBSS Kl & 06SSy LINRPANBaa v
a0A3YlF NBYIFAYya | WwiSe AaadzSQ Ay LINB@GSyidAy3a LIS2LX
help and supporttheyneed. & t NAYy OS 2 AffAlY Ldzia AGTX wWLIS2LX S O
theyareasha8 R | 6 2 dzi ¢ KI { LI5T this &hd, Mdads R dgetliefégused @
eradicating stigma as a barrier to hedpeking, throughnitiatives that centre orpromoting
individual disclosures of mental distress. As tHegcribeit, Whattering stigma 0 mental health
starts with simple conversations. When you realise that mental health problems affect your friends,
neighbours, children and spouses, the walls of judgement and prejudice around these issues begin

G2 ™MrffQo
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To facilitate these conversationdeads Together has mobkéd an array of communications
technologies, developing a website, harnessing social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram), and devising hashtags, such as #oktosaythedeforme,under which people can share
their experiencesToillustrate the stigmashattering potential of disclosure the Heads Together
website has also published a series of short films, featuring celebrities and public figures in
conversation with family and colleags: these include the American pop star Lady Gaga discussing
her mental health with Prince William (over Skype), thdaotballer Rio Ferdinand talkingith his
agentabout bereavement, and the eéXew Labour Communications Directéfastair Campbell,
discussing his cyclical depressions with his partner, the journalist Fiona Miller. Alongside these well
known pubic figures, there are films featurikdrdinarymembers of the public, such as ambulance
driverstalking about experiences of mental distresshie aftermath of stressful events at work.
¢CKNRdzZZK GKA& | OOdzydzZt  GA2Y YR RA&AZASYAYyl @ioA2y 2F A
KSt LI OKIFIy3aS (KS ylFidAz2yl t O2y deddthration i Bfitisk publiy Sy (0 | £
attitudes.

S\yO0S (KS Lizof AOI A2y TA Btigha: Rosddkhe | 32 2F 9 NDA
Management of a Spoiled Identi(¥963)tK SNBE Kl & 0SSy Wiy SELX 2a8A03S 3N
social action around stignmd! Stigma has become a way of seeidgscribing and understanding a
vast array of discriminatory social attitudes and practi®¥s. havebecomeaccustomedo thinking
aboutstigmaasa problemof restrictive or oppressiveocialnormsthat canalleviatedthrough what
Goffman termedBenevolen socialactionY @Iindeed, much stigma researgmotivated by a
concern withchanging attitudes and behaviourgirough, for example, increasing peoples
Wiz2f SN yOSQ F2NJ LJ NI A Odzf | NJ a lithaHaydistltHe ati§riatis€ddny RA G A 2 ¥
managinghe responses of others hisresearch has had a significant impacthealth and social
policy, in theform of proposals, models, strategies and professional training programmes for stigma

management. Indeed, ansitigma initiatives have become central to charitable and public health
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institutional settings'”®*Heads Together emergdtbm this paradigm of stigma thinking.

There is much to be admired about the values and ambitions of Heads Together, including
the candourof Princes Harry and Williaabout their own struggles with mental distrefslowing

the death of their mother, Dianas William Davies writes:

I F NNEQA FRYA&GaAA2Y GKIFIG KS KFER A3IYy2NBR KAA 290
eventually having counsellingas a valuable contributignfrom a figure more commonly
associted with laddish machismé. A f t Al YQa T2 0dza 2was alsb & gooda dzA OA R

use of his celebrity’*

CdzNI KSNE Fft GKS SEA&GAY3I SHARSYOS adzllll2NI & GKS
health problems lie at the heart of some &fdzNJ ANB | (G Sa il & mdekd;, fhegat& I f f Sy =
attitudes around mental health problems are not only damaging and discriminatory but often

exacerbate mental distress. As clinical psycholagieh Readnd his colleagues argue:

Negative attitudeX f S lo Riscrimination in many domains, including the workplace and
housing, and to rejection by family and friends. They can also lead, via anticipated and actual
discrimination and internalized stigma, to decreased life satisfaction ang:siém, and to

increased alcohol use, depression and suicidality.

| 26 SOSNE 6KAES tNAYyOS 2AftAFY adldSa GKIG YorldQa
as physical healthpsychologists like Read have begun to questiondfiectiveness othe WY Sy (i | §

it tySaa Aa |y mipfoatiSembracedignibstigm¢ rog@ranie&’Nikeed, research

suggests that the embracing bfogenetic rather than social explanations mental distressrisks

amplifying the very stigmatising attitudes and discriminations which these campaigns ostensibly seek

to eliminate. Sowhild; & 51 GASA | NBdzSa> GKS WARSEF GKFdG 2yS A
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of more fundamental cultural, political and economic questions regarding the distribution of distress
in our societyc the sorts of questions that the Duke of Cambridge would be less likely to grappl

GAUITKQOD

[A] Wiandsoff our storiesQ

There is also concern amongst mental health survivors and activists about the impact that anti
stigma campaigns #t solicit, share and publiciggersonal stories of mental distress might have on
individuals given the facts of discrimination against people with diagnosed méeialth
conditions.For example, in terms of potential consequences, there are substantive differences
between aprince ora pop star sharing their struggles with mendi#tressto the public in carefully
curated publicityanda precarious worker disclosing to an employer, or a young person sharing
online. Indeed, the recent and significant increase in the sharing of mdistaéss in online spaces
encouraged by these kinds of aistigma campaigns obscures an entire host of potentially negative
impacts, likely to be highly determined by your relative social position and status.
In 2012, a group of Canadian schedativisi a  FFAEf Al SR gAGK WalR {{d
I 002dzy i 2F | @edvridayuiSiodes A0l KalioEw St A & hicif S0ugi6ta
troublethe W LILINE LaNbhBrdotiakxefiénceof psychiatricdistressby mental health
organisationsand charities’”® Asthey detail, while the sharing of testimonies has long been a
central strategy of grassroots mental health activism, particularly in struggles against psychiatric
authority, what concerns them is the ways in which thesatsggies have been increasingly adopted
(co-opted) by charitable and governmental bodi&8.In particular,they are apprehensiveaboutthe
commodificationof personalstories of psychiatricdistressandrecoveryin WellbeingY I N} Sé LJX | 0S&a Q
that areincreasinglydominatedby powerful corporateactors’8! Asthey argue,this marketis often

alignedwith the interestsof those organisationgstate,commercialor third sector),ratherthan
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thoseof W Y Ipédpleli K S Y & Srithis Scaatéxthpersonal storie®f mental health, they write,
Yunction to garner support from authority figures such as politicians and philanthropists, to build
GKS 2NBIFIYATFGA2YIFE GOoNYYRéE NBIINRESaa 2F LINBIANI Y
2F SO2y 2 YABFOkytEeidgueithtiei®amarkeda KA TG gk & WFNBY GKS
LA OKAL GNRO &dzNIDA @2 NJ a drificsllysocsaf nbring/aBdprovisionsyi@argisa (2 |
forms of storyinghatWa 2 ft ARAT& KS3ISY2yA O 8ThO#qm/olinaindamyY Sy i | f
anti-stigmacampaignglrawsattentiontohow W Y AR 2 NIR &3 Qo SAy 3 What WRAI A A SRQ
little to change the way that agencies function or to address broader issues such as poverty,
dzy SYLX 2@ YSy ( I yRIn shartdiOfdLhskid ofi Individ@al/stries of disclosure and
recovery, questions about the causesstifmaand mental dstressare frequently airbrushed out of
picture.

LY 2NRS&KS8202vSomiAtwe (2 GKS RFEYISNE 2F ai02NEBI
I OGAPGAAGAE RSOAEASR || LINRP2SOG SyaAadtSR WIkryRa 277
information cardsadl K dzY2 NP dzA o0 dzi G2y 0 I fRt®& povwwRkrbk&d dutlbygar y 3 (1 K ¢
NER RAF3IA2y It f Ay TODekighdd takayh edpidsttha sk pf frézly dising tieir
LISNE2YFf ad2NARSa (G2 YSydlt KSIFfOGK 2NBFyAaliAz2yas

printed on them:

w tFINIAOALI GA2Y A& @2ftdzylGlINEd ,2dz Oy Ffgleéa
w ! 4] e2dNESETE K2 LINRTAGA FTNRY &2dz GStf Ay
w 2KFG LlzN1J32aS8S R2Sa LISNER2YIFf ai2NB &aKFINARYy3I &
w |l 2¢6 R2 fIFNBS 2NAFYyATIFdA2ya dzas§S ad2NxRSa d2
w {G2NE (SttAy3a & Iy SESNOA&AS 2F I 62dz2Nk g2 NJ
w ¢KS AYGSNYySaG flada 72axB0Stdday, yos dterdeivér 2 F G KS
story will likely be accessible to the public for a very long time. That includes future

employers and landlord$®
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shaped by unequal relations of power, and that stigama anti-stigma initiatives are the site of

intensive social struggleAttempts to ameliorate social stigma (of any kind) are limited from the
2dz6aSiz AF (GKS& Tl Af dosomyiof stighatiza@od andzgslink2tdFsociall K S L2 €

SEOf dZAA2Y QO

[A] Thepolitical economy ofstigma

In January 2017he Heads Together campaign was lent political support of the highest order when
the then British Prime Minister Theresa May stated ipeexh to the Charity CommissidnK FForY W
too long mental illness has been something of a hidden injustice in our country, shrouded in a
completely unacceptable stigma and dangerously disregarded as a secondary issue to physical
KSIFHPI K@y IaARS (FO1tAy3 adGdA3aYlF> alé YIRS I aLISOA-
inmentalhealthd SNIDA 0S4 Q> 6KAOK &dKS RSEAONAROSR & WLI IFya
At f POSlan@w@rpthe promise that mental health funding would be a egrity of her
premiership, her assurances of additional resources for mental health services, and her promise to
create parity between state funding for mental and physical health conditioass met with
incredulity by many British health professiongland failed to materialise.

aSydalrft KSFIfdK aSNR2N@NA 2z f BK Szy RS NIFNE RER QW ( K |
NEFSNNBR (2 Fa I &/ &y RSENBQhdntAhSIRBOVGBEnASE i W
hardandearlyby dza G SNRA G & YSI adzNBa | y R Citkosdrvicedhave tdkbid/ K| &
place in a context of rapidly increasing need. For example, in 2017 several regional NHS trusts
reporteda 60per centincrease in the previous Idonth period in referrals tanental health crisis
teams (a crisis referral is made in urgent cases when, for example an indigidtuaktreme distress

and felt to be at risk of seliarm which may endanger their life or those of otherBhis surge in

crisis referralsvaslikely,in part, due to people being unable to accéisst-tier services, such as



counselling, at earlier stages of neddne in ten people currently wait two weeks to get an
appointment with a genergbractitioner, many thousands have to wait six months or mfime
mental health assessment or a counselling appointment.

Oneconsequence of the combination of a marked increase levels of mental distress and a
correlativedecrease in availability of support, is that the police (#melfire service) are becoming a
de facto frontline mental health service. A6kramDodd/ 2 1 S&4X W¢KS ydzYoSNJ 2F¥ Ol
the Metropolitan policed[ 2 Y R2y Q& NB I A 2 y | Somebie tvds CcicerfedI BIOE® Ay 6 K
LISNE2y Qa YSyidlf KSFfGK KAG F NBO2NR wmmpInnn Ay 0
hour. Volumes have grown by nearly a third since 2014’®DRivdd, a journalist, reportsases in
GKAOK WAff WE2FR$RAKRNIZBAORYYAG ONRAYSa G2 20l Ay
w2y ONHzi OKSa 61t 1SR F YAfS (2 avYlakK | &K2L) gAYyR?2

0Saild ¢ hatiepeard Sniilar 00Saa (2

w»

0StASPAY3a GKIG sla GK
anecdotal evidence through my own work with the Poverty Commission.
If one of the aims of Heads Together is to eradicate stigma in order that people are willing
and able to access services, the timing of this campaign inevitably begs theguwesat kinds and
what quality of services actually exist for those in need, both now, ahe ifurrent programmes of
austeritycuts continue, in the future. Furthemore, it is important to note that whd the charities
supported by Heads Together ttamportant programmes of mental health support, the fathis
takes is largely the provision of information, helplines and online forums and not the kinds of
intensive counselling and/or acute psychiatric health services that many people in Britai@ (thos
without private sources of funding, or in private health care schemes) are currently having
difficultiesaccessingindeed, it is imperative that we understand the erosion of mental health
services in the context of the wider politicaonomy oNHSreform.7%4 1 £ f 2 Ftogathat A aAy Qi
GFf1Ay3 Fo62dzi YSyidlt RA&AGNBaa 6AGK FNASYRA |yR ¥

antirka GAIYF AYAGALI GAPSE 6KAOK obyid (2 NBY28S 6F NNA S
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addresseitherthe erosion of public service provisionthe deeper social causes of increased levels

of mental distress wilikelybe limited in their impact.

[A] Neoliberalism makes you sick

[ SGQa dzy L Ol GKA& | f Add tnentd zlth $eSidetbhaveyeer KS | YI A
historically underfunded, but that cuts to services are taking place in a period in which there has

been a significant and sustained increase in anxietgreksion and suicide$® In Politics Make You

Sick: Neoliberal Epidemjcd&ed Schrecker and Clare Bambra detail the ways in which state adoption

2F yS2ftA0SNIt SO2y2YAO LRtAOASA OKI NI OpagNAaSR o8
f SPSt a I yR KdSif T NGR Ning i khiloditBtiess agfoSsNdsge pafs of the

LJ2 Lddzt | G A2y 2 F9%This godern@ehtadiryrodNdtich df@iponic stress, is (unequally)
RAAGNAOGOdzISR FONRP&aa (KS RgQHA O ANRYAKE YBAf WRBIG S Hzy R
psychosocial mechanisn$.A fact to which peple like Stephanieffected by changes to state

benefits system, and wider social and public attitudes to welfare claimants, so powéskilfy (see

Introduction ard Chapter Four)

Thisneoliberal epidemic of insecurity has been exacerbated in Britain and elsewhere by
political responses to the 2008 global financial crisis. As detail8tigma the British Coalition
Government (201015) and the subsequéonserative Government (20X urrent) responded
to this crisis in the banking sectoré A YL SYSy Ay 3 |dZAGSNRAGET WrHy {440
disassemblél K S LINE (i S'®liiid rdtyonlyithat-ads@mdiven reforms have intensified an
existing neoliberal édemic of chronic stress, but, as detailed, this programme of cuts to social
provisionhas been enacted and legitimated through strategies of (s&atectioned) welfare stigma

production.
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As | have argued througho&tigma we requiremore thoroughly historical and political
understandings of stigma if we are to address the multiple crises we are in. This necessitates
supplementing approaches focused primarily on #meeliorating theeffects of stigma towards a
consideration of the soal causes and political function of particular modalities of stigma
production,to ascertain not only Wwere and by whom stigma is crafted, but who profits from stigma

power.

[A] Following thestigmamoney

Alongside the eight charitable partners who are the major beneficiaries of funds raised by Heads
Togetherthe campaign has four corporate partners. These include the retail bank Virgin Money,

Dixons CarphoneW9 dzNB LJISU & f SF RAYy3 ALISOALFT A&l St SOGNROI
ASNIAOSE O2YLIyeQs GKS It 20! fcHppdallgadetini S IAL ya |y
investment management, risk management and advisory services for institutional aild reta

Ot A™® i éhortpHeads Together is bankrolled by some of the very corporate and financial
organisationghat are the beneficiaries of neoliberal economic policies (and the austerity reforms)

that are eroding state welfare and social care, and in g@ire exacerbating mental distress

amongst the poorest and most vulnerable membersoif societes

To take just one example from among the list of Heads Togethers corporate partners: Virgin
Money (UK) began life as a personal finance company which primarily sold debt, though credit card
services. In 2008, the British bank Northern Rock collapsed wake of the US suprime
mortgage crisis, and the Britigovernment took the bank into national ownership. It then split the
bank irto two parts, Northern Rock pland Northern Rock Asset Management, with the bad debt
(approx. £21bn) parcelledtimthe later. Thegovernment latersold Northern Rock pto Virgin

Money ataloss to the taxpayer estimatettd be betweenf400m and £650m. The figures continue
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to disputed, but what we can say with certainty is that Britiskpayersnot only subsided Virgin
Money in their acquisition of the salvageable part of this bank, but also absorbed a massive amount
of private financial sector delgt money which could, of course, have be used to fundntalhealth
services.

Virgin Money is one part afirgin Group.td., a multinationalventure capitatonglomerate.
In 2010, Virgin set up a new arm, called Virgin Care, with which it sought to expand its interests into
GKS LINAGIFGS 'Y KSIHEGK aSNBAOSa YINYy SOz GKdza OF LA
state health services, a procesapidlyaccelerated under the guise of austerityiven reformsGill
Plimmer notes thatl i KS LINP @A &aA 2y 2F O02YYdzyAideé aSNBAOSa | yF
growth areas for healthcare companies and accountafout half of all NHS outsourcing deals put
2dzi G2 GSYRSND® !'a aKS sNAGSas WHOO2NRAyYy-A (G2 [ A
of-hospital services could be worth £10pnH 1 6 Y 4% Atdh8 imeIf @riting, Virgin Care had
acquired NHS contracts amounting to over £2 billion. Servigeby Virgin Care includerimary
Care (GP services and hospitals), Adult Social Care (inctodiatyvorkers), Community Health,

Prison Healthcare an@hild Mental Health Services

Several whistldlowers, among them the LaboMP for Dewsbury, Paula Sherriff, have

spoken out about unethical practices and misconduct within some of the health services Virgin now

runs in place of the state, and multipiailures in service have been tracked and documented by

campaign group such as NHS for S&in short, Virgin Group has been a key beneficiary of

government programmes of austerity driven welfare reforms since 2010, profiting finem

privatisation of social provisioiven this, we might want at leasi question the claim of this

predatory forLINE FA G LINA QDI GS KSIFf 0K OFNB LINPGARSNI GKFG A

ending stigma, changing the conversation on mental heatith giving people the tools they need to

KSfL) G6§KSYaSt @dSa IyR SIFOK®22GKSNI gAGK GKSANI YSYyGl ¢
It was in the immediate context o&usterity, the mass and overtly politicised stigma

production from abovewhich accompanied this political project ofethprivatisation (enclosure) of
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public goods and serviceand the distress and suffering thiseated that | grew frustrated with
understandings of stigma which are decoupled from power, history, economics and pgélititen

| beganthe research for tlebook, | started by immersing myself ithe social scientific literaturen
stigma seeking researdfat spoke tomy concern withstigmaas a form opower. | found thasocial
FYR L2t AGAOFf hhpwizfigma ks 21sEd [y indivia@als, comimunitles and the state to
LIN2 RdzOS | YR NI LINE RwdzCefihertnigsindfront or thutaeq vdithint miuch fGhE
literature.804

Stigmais not alone imoticing this gapthere is now a growing body ofsearchthatevidences
how stigmaimpacts on particular groups and populationamulatively over time through, for
example, the design ofliscriminatory social policyand laws, and the embedding of stigma in
institutional practices3®® An interdisciplinary consensus emergingon i KS & & & stigma o KA OK
FSSRa dzRy:I &aGNBy3IGKSya |y RS WhE ISyBhdndesSught 8 EA &G A Y
contribute to this research, ismuchmore historical and political understanding of stigma as a form
of classificatory power, anth particularto supplement the focus oimdividual experience with a
consideration of stigma from the point of view of its production.

In Stigma this shift in perspective has been vertical (looking upwards to sites of stigma
production) and temporal (taking long views on histories of stigma practices)e focusing
throughout ondeveloping a newinderstanding of stigma asvaolent practicesof exploitation and
social control.In order to track the history of stigma &s history of practicesl researched the
etymology of stigma, read classics scholgrshistories of slavery, Imperialism, and colonialism, and
the history ofcapitalistSy Of 2 adzNSa® ¢KSyYy L NBFR CNI yl1(19f® 1 Qa

and | began to think about stigma as a machine.

[A] Penal Stigma in the Colony
WLY GKS tSylf /2f2yeQ NBO2dzy i dexplofeiSo adFfedch dolord ¥ | 9 ¢

in the tropics. The commandant of the colony has invited the explorer to withess the execution of a
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native solder. The story is set at the scene of theeeution in a desolate sandy valley on the
outskirts of the colonial settlement, where the condemned man has been led shackled in thick
chains which bind him from collared neck, to wrists and anklesn@hativecentres on the

demonstration of a gruesommachine, used to torture residents of the colony to death by
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The sentence to be inscribed on the bodies of the condenspbgrammed into the
YI OKAYyS o6& (KS 2FFAOSNE GKS LISylLf Oz2fz2yeéqQa az2ft S
been condemned to death for disobedience and insulting behaviour to a superior, the officer is
calibrating the machine to kill himviit G KS S 2NRAK® K& gzRPISNA2NE QP ' a (KS

A N

YI OKAYSS KS SELXIAya G2 GKS ELX 2NBNJ GKFdG GKAE Y
F2NX¥SNI / 2YYFYRIYyG 2F G4KS LISylf O2t2yeéx yR GKI
sincefallen out of favour. Indeed, the officer is the only person left in the colony who can operate
the machine. The officer describes to the explorer how these macabre public executions used to
FGGNF OG0 WKdzy RNBR&A& 27F aLISO0G I lGotivEdoBy nordziy ofyh€ A (0 K SNJ G K
residents of the colony now feel compelled to attend. Indeed, the officer suspects that the
Commandant is deliberately withholding the resources required to repair the increasingly
dilapidated machine in order that he mightiaduce a more enlightened penal system to the
colony. Hoping to convince the explorer of the value of this barbaric method of execution, so he
might later testify to the Commandant on its behalf, the officer details the workings of the machine
inelaboraB6 RSGFAf | yROBWHGAGK INBLG TSHEQD

The machine is made up of three parts: the Bed, a ctif@wooden cot in which the naked
prisoner is strapped, with a felt gag in his motithi 2 LINBE @Sy i KAY &aONBFYAy3 |y
LJA S Ghe Beligner, which hangs above the bed and contains the cogs arfthnisms that drive

the machineand the Harrow, a glass armature studded with needles which shuttles between the

Bed and the Designer on a steel ribbon tattooing the body of the condemned man. As the body is
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We discover that withinte judicial system of this colonhose condemned to die in the
machine are not informed in advance of their pending execution or even of what cripeathe
alleged to have committedhere is no hearing, and no opportunity to mount a defence. Rather, th
2FFAOSNI SELX FAyada GKFEG GKS WIdZARAY3I LINAYyORLIE SQ 27
AshedescribeE G KS LINAR &2y SN 2yfé 6S502YSa WSyt AakKiSySRQ
sentence is slowly etched into their flesh ovgrexiod of twelve hours. As they bleed to death the
O2yRSYYSR 0S3IAyYy Wi2 dzyRSNERUFIYR (GKS AYAONRLIIAZ2Y QX
execution ends when the corpse is ejected from the machine into a pit in the gfdtind.

WLy GKS t Syhbpired many atigteand thirkeis, and has been widely deployed
asa metaphorfortheWY | OKA Y SNE Q | YR .SBYPé&nkey ded@eal obttie thedes S N
central to the reconceptuadation of stigma developed over the course of this book: stigmaeas
tattoo, stigma as a technology of discipline and punishment, stigntikeamachinery of racism, and

stigmaas amechanisnfor the operations otolonialcapitalism.Indeed, fromi KS WwO02f 2y e Q 2 7F

title onwards, thisigd G 2 NBE WYIF N] SR FyR &l @8N GSRQ sAGK WwWO2f 2

[A] Thiswork of civilisation is an enormous and continual butchery

Franz Kafka, a Czebbrn German speaking Jew, grew up in a socialcaitdral context structured

by European colonial domination of the glotbedeed, WLy G KS t Syl /2ft2y&Q gl a
the apex otthe 'Scramble for Africa' (1881914),three decades during which European states

(initially throughsubsidiary compaies and thirdparty franchisesgolonialized 90 per centof the

African continent (10 millions square miles or territory, and 110 million subjects), a theft of land, and
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resources which saw mass indentured labanslavement, torture andillings®'® Atrocities
committed byGerman colonists, who lynched and enslapedple raped women and girls, and
starved entire peoples to death in concentration campas widely documented,yblicised and
debated in Germaispeakingoublic lifewhile Kafka was writing.

WKSY YIFTllF LSYYSR WLY GKS tSyrf /2t2y8Qs | R
different colonial methods, whickangedbetween criticism otivilizingl LILINR2  OKS & WgKA OK
0KS yIFGA@Sa ¢A0K iitigisn ofpdidds wHich geitr8d/o0 edesdioy, Rrced
f 1 02dNE (2 NI dzNB86 hdgdd, Kafié dulsl Naveibgdn tarhilzayWhifigures such as
the celebrity explorer and colonialist Carl Peters, an apostkimklosigkeifruthless imperialism)

FYR I R@20I -:Fdz2 TRV DXKIAFEQ ¢ K2 06 NI I3 FHe Sacidty fotB | RS N&
German Colonisatioabout his use dbarbaric andsigorous methods$!’ Radical German nationalists

(the precursorsof Nazifascism andbellicoseracist colonialistéike Petersarguedii K i Wi KS 02 f 2
GSNB FTdzyRIFIYSyidltfte RATFSNBYG Y2NIf NBIfYAaQ 6KSNB
standards of morality and justicé8

We knowfrom the detailed research dfafkascholarghat Kafka was intimately familiar
with these debates. Indeed, one of Kafkigourite Uncles Joseph.éwyworked from 189%1902 in
the Congo as chief of commercial sections on a railway built by féabedr 8'° Thecolonisation of
the Congg initially an entirely corporate affair lday Belgian King Leopold has been described as
WLISNKI LJA GKS Y2ald O2y@dzZ aA@dS SLMAaz2RS S@OSNI G2 Gl
of the most devastating y i SNISy A2y a F3AFAyald | Kdz¥®y LJ2 Lzt I (A

There wasa highly organised international campaign agaiBstgiany A y3 [ S2 L2 f RQa
I3SYy20ARFE | OGAQGAGASE cA9Ps8) iwiheiitst yeass yidne twenheieitury, G F 6§ SQ 06
leading eventually to a change of governmewith the Belgian Stateventuallytakingformal
control from Leopold | & Wi KS . .S$Hisstankrigof regingchah@eechoethat which
framesY | ¥ { | Qramelyfiogh WEobnial administratin unrestrained in its barbaric use of

punishmentsto a regime whictpromises to be moré? Sy £ A 3 KdntBryp&ratyreports about
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Parliament in July 1903 concluded tha YhiprK éf &ivilisation is an enormous and continual
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It was in the midst of colonial propagandaativeuprisingsand growingpoliticalunease
within Europeabout bloody methods dorture andoppressionn Africa that Kafka condenske
colonial violence into the metaphor of his tortuous stigma machyeshe was notthe first to do so.

Machine technology wa as Edward Baptist notes, a popular metaphor for colonial capitalibioh

(s}
—

RSLIAOGSR WOKIy3ISa a dzySyRAy3d LINPINBaaz OKFy3IsS &

puli

Ly @ASEtRSR A (2 Kdz¥ty o0SAy3aQo
In his lettersKafka describes being enthralled by two fictionalised memoirs written by
former German Army Officer and colonial explorer Oskar Walsdters of a Coffee Planter: Two
Decades of German Labour in Central Amdfi®43) andlThe Sugar BarorSouth American
Adventures of a Former German Offi(E914). In these colonial adventure stories, Weber describes
the ingenious inventionghat lubricated colonial extraction in South Amerigacludingthe
mechanical workings of sugar pressiesigned to twist and turn pieces of sugar cane until they
expelled their syrupanda machine that shelled coffee beans by vibrating them inside a metal drum
lined with cotton wool82®

Alongside these new machig@levised to process cash crops from colonial plantation,
Weberalsodetails some of thgenal machinemnovated topresslabour from enslaved and/or
indentured workersincluding stockades and whipping machig&Notably, WLy (G KS t Sy I f / 21

the officer explains that the native masondemned to die in the machine, wastially punished by

beingwhipped across the face lyscaptain for sleeping on dutyf-he officer explains that it was the

238



Y | yigsdlent responséo being lashed-W¢ KN2 g G KIF 0 ¢ KAL) lcdvhighhad NJ L Qf £

led to his execution.

In the Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery and the Making of American Capikadisard Baptist

examines themyth that innovations irmachinetechnology (such as the cotton gin) increased

productivity inSouthern USotton plantations in the nineteentiaentury. (Between 1801 to 1862,

the amount of cotton picked daily by an enslaved persmneased 400 percehtThrough a detailed

examination of thechangingnanagement techniques employed on cotton plantasoBaptist

evidenceghat thisincrease in cotton production was in fact an outcome of more efficient systems

for the exploitation and torture of enslaved jiers In shorE A (i ingehidugh@imachines that

were responsiblefor the spectacular increase totton production rathera dramatic increase in

physicaliolence combined with meticulousystems ofecord-keeping transformed cotton pickers

into machinesAs Baptishotess WC2NJ YIyeé a2dziKgSadSNYy ogKAGSaAaZ oK
A2t Sy0S X Ay (KS &a2dNOSa (KIFIG R20dzvrSyid GKS SELJ
instrument of torture used abne time or another: sexual humiliation, mutilation, electric shocks,

a2t AGFENE O2yTFTAYSYSYyld Ay aailNB a® AdBapiiskt doAcladés) et = 0 dzN
R2Yy Qi 2NRAYIFINAf& aS8S8 (2NIdzNB Wk a lasdeht@ifozhed 2 T LINE
AYRAZAGNA L £ NB @2t dziA 2y |y R fikide®arlyt@entieth entonh NI K 2 F
the tortuous management techniquedeveloped tomonetize plantation labouin the American
Southwereimported into Africarby European colonialists as they attempted to turn colonised

people into profitmaking machines

In his research on contemporary sources of &6l n t
series of cartoons drawn by Thomas Heine in a 1904 edition of the popular German satirical magazine
Simplicissimus2eTi t | ed & C o |theseifoarlillustPationsedepsictithe differing techniques

employed by European powers in the Scrabble for Africa. The second illustration in this series, titled



6That's how the Englishman col oni zes?d feedimpi ct s an
an African man whisky. The man is held in a giant vaggerated by a sdiler, which squeezes gold
out of him, while a missionary enlightens him by reading from a BillmwasHe i ned6s t ake on

English colonial mantaadofCi §gCommatecendChristiani

[Insert Figure 7 near here]

[Caption:]Figure7Y W¢ Kl GUa K2¢g (GKS 9y3atArakyYly O02ft2yArasSaq
FNRY | &SNASa 2F F2dz2NJ 2y W/ 2f2yAlf t26SND o6& ¢K

satirical magazin&implicissimys May 1904.

If, like the contraption in this cartoory, I T Btigrilaénachine cameadas a metaphofor how

power is inscribed in bodies, the power in questionaknial power and the body is the

condemned body of the colonised subjectdeed,Y I F1 F Q& YI OKAYS YA3IKG 685 NB
metaphor for theentire machinery otolonialization A terrifying, extraneous mechanical forttet

throttles and strangles those caughtinitsgréd&d. & { A f @A CSRIEMNImabody2 G Sazx A
and not the steam engine, and not even the clock, [that] was the first machine developed by

O LJA ek 1t igstigvigrdichines which are set to work t@a@omplishto transformation of people

into nonthuman work machinesvringing profits from blood and misery.

[A] Stigma machines

Stigmahasexamined some of the orchestrated alliances of social forces, mediums and technologies
through whichstigma power is crafted and activated to govern populatidghbas sought to

illustrate some othe ways in which stigma power exerts itself, what forms it takes, and how it seeds
itself across different scales of social liferecalibrating our underanding of stigma asfarm of

power that is entangleavith long histories of colonial capitalisithis bookseeks tanake stigma a

24C



more useful analytic tool, a device for thinking more deeply about how power etchesptsgife as
a means of dehumanisirand devaluing them

TheO2y OS LI 2 F Wi interifiad openupiiew waysiofxhinking about stigma
as a punitive apparatusp allow forricher historicalunderstanding of the meaning of stigma as
marks of disgrace or infamy, signs of severe censure or condemnation, which are impressed upon a
person. As | imaginghem, stigma machine arethe mechanisms through which power penetrate
bodies machines of inscription set imotion through concerted efforts in order to immobilise,
wound, humiliate, and/or dehumanise those caught within their grasgpge sigma machine is a
conceptual device whicbeeks tadirects attentionWdzLJg | NRaAaQ | yR 2y (2 LINRPOS&aas
production.That is, thinkingabout stigma as a machine, or rather as a series of machines, forces us
to focus on the mechanisms of stigma production, and the instruments through which stigma is
impressed upon bodies in order to subjugate them, as stigma is crankedgatation in support of
extractive capitalist political economies.

In thinking about stigmasa machinery ofnequality, Stigmahassought to trouble
individualistic understandings of stigrbg developgng a morestructuralunderstanding of stigma as
a chssificatory form of power Of course, stigma machines take different forms, depending on the
governmental angmedia systems through which they are composed and the specific political and
economic requirements of those who assemble and operate them. Sitstigma production that
coalesce in the formation of these machirtedayinclude: the institutional forms agtigma politics
exercised by states, particularly by politicians, giictors and thinkanks; thestigmacraftengaged
by media and culturahdustries,including public relations, journalism, news media, advertising,
film, television and digital corporations, digital technologies and platfoaasyell agveryday
stigma interactionsincluding racist, disablisthd misogynistic hate speech in faiweface and online
settings.

In 2018, the graphic artist Tom Morris and | collaborated to visualise the cootép

stigmamachine. R} g Ay 3 2y YI Tl YR ¢KBS8WddasigheBastigraa O2f 2y
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machinein the form of an animated Gfee kgure 8). Our stigma machine invokes histories of
colonial capitalism, butonnects these histories to theurrent global authoritariargre)turn by
highlightingthe pivotal role played by digitééchnologiesn the cantemporary production of stigma

in service of extractiveystems of capitalism
[Insert Figure 8 near here]

Figure8Y W{ G4A3IYIlI al OKAYySQz adGdAtt FNBY Iy IyAYFiSR DJ

[A] Machine-breaking

Asthe explorerity I T #Ht@& Sy It / 2f 2y e Q 4+ GOKSa GKS O2yRSYySI
a0A3YlF YFIOKAYSYT KS FRYAGA KS A& LISNIAINDSR o6& WiK

A 2

0KS E 3@ Heliskedugtdnt to intervene in the abject spectacle unfolding before ki

D
SELX IAya (KIG KS WiNr@gSttSR 2yfeé +a [y 20aSNISNE
YSGK2Ra 2F FRY®RYSFSANUBMAYRACAEKGEARNBRARSNI GKIG GKAA A
SEGNI 2NRAYLFNE YSI adNBaQ epdstifnedniihardne se€sfiee Yy SSRSR
O2yRSYYSR YIys WFE O2YLX SGS adNTyA$RE K@zl yiz b8t 2
stupidlooking wideY 2 dzi KSR ONXBIF G dzNB 6AGK 6S6Af RSNBR KIF AN |
Wo f dzo o8B Hilvdver, wkie® gshed by the officer for his views on this barbaric system of
justice, the explorer states that he cannot support it. In resignation that this marks the end of the
road for his stigma machine, the officer frees the condemned man, strips naked and clanalesitin
KAYaSt Fo | 26 SHSNE NI GKSNJ GKFyYy 3INI Rdzl t&bady,il G422

the machine breaks down and jolts out of control, unceremoniously stabbing the officer to death,

leaving his head gouged by a spitanging over the pit.
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(and wider Europe¥® A historythat Karl Marx desdk 6 StRe strifé beteen workman and
YIOKAYSQ 6KAOK TRty otwdrBsad Sedpd yise 8pSo/désroy shearing
machines, threshing machines, power looms and masthey sought to resist the pauperism
effected by land enclosures anke factory systeni¢ What people were protesting in breaking
machines was the destruction of their lives, livelihoods, and health by machine Walnhuman
effects of whichin Englandvere recordedby menlike Fredrick Edein The State of the Pogt797)
andFredrich Engels TheCondition of the Workin@lass in England845) which describes the
crippling disabilities caused by factory work in Salford nilechinebreaking revolts protested the
conversion of humans into wonkiachines orwhaf A f @A I CS R S Wik iBechamzatdrooNA 6 S a
0§KS LINPf Sil RIPeogle loReRiachings in r&dstatitheir pauperisation and
dehumanisation by the capitalist machine.

AshistorianPeter Linebaugh reminds Lal instances of capitalist enclosutéf N2 Y Wi K S

3¢

l.j

2108y FAStRa 2F 9y3ItlyR SyOt2a8R o6& !0Ga 2F tF NIA

CKIF @S 0SSy WIHOO02YLX AaKSR -oftwarfitt Nt Erigihe/ tHe cditorOK A Yy S & Q

gin, threshing machines, plantation whipping machireasgd machine gunssss For those caught in
the maul of these machines, they are experienced not as technologies of improvement or progress
Wodzi | a sKSEEf AGaStFQo

The emergence of capitalism as a world system has Baedreds of years akvoltsby
peopleagainst the machine systems which have sought to dehumanise and enclose thekrtves.
the seizing and scuttling of slave ships, to contimeas ofresistane to thedehumanisation and
tortures of plantation labour enslaved people leshachinebreaking struggles fdreedom and
equality. Mostpivotal amongst these freedom struggjdsut oftenstill untaughtin European history
lessonswasthe HaitianRevolution (1791 1804) Thistwo decade revolt saswhe enslavedise up

anddestroy hundreds of sugar, coffee and indigo plantatiaieslae freedom from colonial rule,



andcreatea free black stateAsMichelRolphTrouillot hasargued the Haitian revolution was
Wnthinkabl&because it so decisivelyoke withthe renaissance worldiew upon which the

stratified hierarchies of humalife which underpin the global capitalist world order were bulis

Trouillot puts it, itwas a revoltion by thosewho had beerdesignated.J2 a A G A2y a | 4 WGiKS o
0KS KdzYy3rayNg iR Wa |y &%ThisrdColution @eérthidwiEurbpean dofddial

capitalism, and the stigma machines assembled to reproduce it. In doing, it fundamentally and
irrevocablychallengedthe ontologicalorder of the West and the global order of coloniali@ This

revolutionindelibly shapd the freedom movements dfhe twentieth century®+?

[A] Freedommovements

In the midtwentieth century,a dizzying array of grassrastruggles for equalitand justice

SELX 2RSR I ONR&da GKS 62NIR® !'a *ANRSS Lldzia ALY W.
world were in collective motion in pursuit of that most basic of human aspirations, to make life more

f A O S8 anfi-®lorial movements, civilghts and black power movements, indigenous rights

movements, Dalit and Adivasi rights movememh@sbour movementdeminist and LGBT

movements, disabled peoples movemeatsd more drew on experiential knowledgef
dehumanisationpppression and subjugi@n as a means of radically questioning the systems of

human stratification that subtend capitalist and colonial societies.

Alongside concrete demands for equality and justice, what tlibgerseemancipatory
movements held in commois that they emerge@ dzii 2 F LIS2 L)X SQa 02t f SOGABS
recognised as equahatisasequalli dzY I y® ' a {G21St& /I N¥YAOKI St Lz
1y2¢ GKFG® L Ffaz (y2e¢ 0KI i3%“Adtkel inét rddical, tes@ £ + O L |
movements for equaty were abolitionist movements, in that they sought to overthr&wrocentric
colonial, patriarchalwhite supremacistheteronormative, classist, and disablismplates ofP i K S
K dzY lgspunded in what Katherin®lcKittrickterms the manufacture of profitdle and brutal

hierarchies of human differencé®
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freedom movements against colonial capitalism, concerned with the redistribution of resouofes
land, wealth, rights and, crucialgerson valu€#*’ Indeed all of these movements were, broadly
speaking, movements against the capgténclosure of communal resources and social relatf¢hs.

These were movemeafor humanity against the dehumanising violence of the colonial capitalist
machine.

Satnam Virdee argues that neoliberalishould be understood a¥  OF LIAGE £ A &G O2 dz
NEG2fdziA2yQ F3FAyad GKS FNBSBeAcaptaidbvedighttat 2 F 0 K &
seeks to extract the remaining vestiges of the social, political and economic gairisraogh
freedom strugglesver the course ofhe previouscentury of struggleThecapitalistcounter
revolution of neoliberalism is manifest in the-eenergence of authoritarian politics across the world
today ¢ in the mainstreaming of ethnoationalism, in the ascendance of fiaght white (and Hindy
supremacist politicians, parties and policies, in the cultivation of nostalgia for Empire, in calls for a
NBGdZNY (2 WINIRAGA2YIFEQ LI GNRFNDKFE YR KSGSNRY?2
democracy, an@ccess to systems of legasticeand redressin the deepening of surveillance and
police powers, in expanding prison populations, and in the marked rise in racist, disablist and
misogynistic forms of hate speechpnbliclife. Indeed, stigma politics islaitmotif of the currer
conjuncture tangible in the intensification of everyday racisms and racial violence, in malicious forms
of welfare stigma and disability hate crimes, and in an upsurge in malevolent misogyny and sexual
violenceL G Ad AyadzZFFAOASY (I FHI2AOF G f LINIKKANE 23 WO$ O If fl dzS a
norms(as we saw in Chapter Twidberal normsinherited from European enlightenment traditions
are oftenpreciselymechanisms of oppressiariVhat we are witnessing is much more systematic
ideological war against the radidalmanisinganti-capitalistanti-colonialpoliticsthat underpinned

mid-twentieth century social movements for justice and equality.
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[A] The newmachinepolitics

Stigmawas written a response tthe state of emergendy which it was conceived and during which

it was written, a period of heightenecblonialcapitalist extraction and enclosure, of displacement

and dispossessiomndeed, the violence afolonial capgialismisalive and kicking in everything we

are and dcg in the t-shirts we wear made by sweated labour in distant factories, in the books we

read packed by precarious machim@rkers in Amazon warehouses, in wars for oil, in the continued

pollution and plunderofi KS 9 NI KQa& y I (dzNF £ NI Jtbaghbdasxaves | & { Af ¢

I Odzi St e | 6FNBE 2F GKS YdzZNRSNRBdza OKEF NI OGSNJ 2F Ol LA

A0S Ay (KS LINROSaa 27F KdzYly f Ao S Niorihe hgidioni KI ¢ 2

2F KdzYl yAG& TNRY 3®8he tbshoitd say tialR NES G Faas2h (léadddzy SR Wi

violence that had presided over the earliest phases of capitalist expansion would recede with the

maturing of capitalist relations, when thegloitation and disciplining of labor would be

I 002YLIX AAKSR Y2adfeée GKNRAdAK GKS 62NJAyFA 2F §02y
Stigmapoliticsis playing a pivotal role in winning democratic consent for the kinds of social

decomposition, ineqalities and injustices fomented liyghumanforms of governmentalityve see

alaroundusSi A 3Yl LRt AGAOA FdzyOlAzya Woe RAGARAYIIS 2y

to govern®?In the process, it foments electoral and popular consent for deepening inequalities.

LYRSSRS adGA3IYl A& 'y WAYRA&ALISyalrofS 6SILRY Ay (K

divisions through devaluation, in ways designed to soften the way fardurounds of capitalist

enclosure and accumulaticti® In short,global corporate capital, which is and has always been

colonial capitalism, feeds vampitike on the divisions that stigmpoliticsinculcates.

Understanding stigma asmechanisnof rule throughdivision allows for new insights into
how the current authoritarian return has proved effective in securing political power. What | mean
by this is that stigma power is a governmental technology which functions through the amplification
of stigmatsing forms of difference, which is used in turn to pit people against each other in struggles

over resourcegnd value In this way, social solidarities are fractured, and opposition to the anti
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social, anthuman movement of capital is neutered and nelisad. Stigma politics a reign of
terror that is designed to disarm resistance.

| wrote Stigmaduring the2016 US election, the 2016 UK Brexit campaign and the 2019
Indian election What is clear from these events is the extent to wittod current riseof
F dzG K2NRARGEFNREFY yS2tA0SNI t A a Yfachitated byKar-gxdfit Gigitd!l NA a SR 0 &
technologie® 2 TG Sy G SN SR WEXStigindhasNadchedd littldiufioh theAraieol 0
digital stigma power within thisewW Y| OKAYy S L2t AGAOCAa QY FNRYSS|I f 32 NAGK
RAIAGEHE adz2NBSAtElyOS (% andyietblXastariSsiobprogaBandaA G € L2 2 N
production. These digital stigma machines butt¢ise current global authoritarian re/turn and pose
a fundamental challenge to human freedom. These epistemological forms of warfare are pitted
against liberal democratic forms, seeking to win consent for authoritarian rule.

However, as | have sought temhonstrate throughout this book, it is a mistake to focus
exclusively on th@ovelty of contemporary forms of stigma production and dissemination in political
propaganda and the manipulation of public opinion. As the historian Timothy Snyder reminds us, in
the 1930s European fascists also harnesbed?y S ¢ 6f3adia an@inema&& Wi 2 ONBI GS |
RNHzY 6 St G 2 F85 W@ thé-nigdiugh®d @akzhineshrough which stigma power
reverberates to generate divisions within the body politic, are subject tstaomn innovation much
2F 6KIFG ¢S clincldiSdg the lcanterandioriihat stigmatising propaganda takes
has deep historical roots.

GovernmentabrchestrationsoB G A AY | | NBYy Qi .IOntieSdntrangdhy 2 YSy 2y
increased velocity of stigma has affective purchase because its draws upon engrained histories of
practice and established cannons of knowledg®r example, while US presidents may not have
used Twitter before, the repetition of untruths and the uskrallies to masshe baseof supporters
into frenzied mob violencare tried and tested tactics of fascistic forms of stigma politics. Similarly,

z A
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central tothe government of welfargeven while forms and methods badging the poohave
changed (see Chapter Fodtj

Theinsistence uporhe new often serves to obscure earlier atrocities and limits our capacity
to learn from the past. II5tigma paying attentio to the history of stigma, its figures and cubilir
imaginarieNB YAy Ra dza 2F G(KS SEGSY(d (2 6KAOK (GKS 0O2yi(S
isembedded within much longer practices of discipline and coriéfolhere is little which is novel

aboutneoliberalism, andttere is little which imewabout stigma power.

[A] Commonhumanity

Stigmahas focused on continuities and connections in stigma practices across time and place. It has
detailed the long penal history stigmaas a means of producirggrich, thick account of the social
and political function oftigmatsation as a constituent mechanism adlonialcapitalism. Employing
genealogical methods artdacing several lines anfrastructuresof stigma power, ihasargued that
stigmais designed, crafted and activated to govern populations on multiple scales and in diverse
sites and, crucially, that stigma productirom aboveaccelerates in periods of political and
economic turmoil, often ingsponse to particular demands of capifahd capitalists)

It is the argument oStigmathat the knowledge garnered through histories of penal
stigmatgation s critical for understanding how inequalities are produced and, further, that histories
of anti-stigma struggles might inform resistance to the authoritarian turn that charasetethe
political present.

We can track the violence of stigrttarough particular strands ahcall it by different names
¢ such agacism,classism, disabilism and misogyqiput by focusing omstigmapowerQlhave
attempted to forge anntersectional concepthat might allow for a tracking of historical
continuities, connections and commonalities between manifold forms and practices of classificatory
A2t SYyOS GKAOK RAAOALX A yoGite-RadaYY § X (R Y RPYORY RaizX If y XK d

adopt a phrase from Yasmin Gunaratnam & G A 3 Yl WOl y K S bodily eitof 1 2 dzy RS NA
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interlocking injustices, while intersectionality can provide a means to think about the social
O2YLX SEAGE 2F | yelingHen DwaRidzearch @bmindaiyhdhkt y dédied
to work with stigma or rather rework iThat is, ny intention has been toe-conceptuale stigmain
ways that explicate its function as a dehumanising praxis of subjugation winagh the
dehumanisation and devaluation pgopleenablesthe capitalist enclosuref land, resources and
social life
In February 1982 ,the American writer, and civil rights activisudre Lorde gava lecture
titted Wdarningfrom the 60<as part of event to celebrate the life and work of Malcolm X. She
said:
Within each one of us there is some piece of humanness that knows we are not being
served by the machine which orchestrates crisis after crisis and is grinding all our futures
into dud. If we are to keep the enormity of the forces aligned against us from establishing
a false hierarchy of oppression, we must school ourselves to recognize that any attack
against Blacks, any attack against women, is an attack against all of us who zedbgni
our interests are not being served by the systemsswpport.Each one of us here is a link
in the connection between anpoor legislation, gay shootings, the burning of synagogues,

street harassment, attacks against women, and resurgent violagast Black peopR&?

Resistance against the stigma machines whltdracterise he contemporary worldhas seemew

tactics andstrategies of machine breakirgnerge the environmental protestors whimck

themselves into vehicles and buildings to resist environmental degradatiotogrdtest climate

crisis; the global movement of disability rights protestors wisetheir wheelchairs as weapons to

of 201 FI20SNYYSyid o6dzAf RAYyI Ay WRAS AyQ LINRGSada |
social carghat have seeraglobalroll-6  O1 Ay RA&lF0f SR LIJS2LJ SQ&a NAIKGA

innards of the machia politicsthat is seedingwhite supremacistdeologies across the world.



The challengishowwe drawi 2 3SGKSNJ 1 KSaS WAYGISNIgAYSR @SOG2NA
practices of power intent on the cultivation and exploitation of differenfoeging solidarities in

order tobreak the machinethat orchestrate crisis after crisis, amge grinding our futures into

dust83There are political risks in focusing on commonalities, rather than differences, however the
humanity-annihilating power of stigma powean only be resisted through solidarftyactices,

precisely because the capitalist countewolution we are living ttough operates by exploiting

differences, by crafting hierarchies of persealue and exacerbating class, gendered and racialised
divisions®* Indeed speaking reading and thinking abowtonnected histories oftigmapower is

part ofa decolonisingprocess ofeparative justicehat supports the building of solidarity

movements practiceswhichPaul Gilroydescribes a§ KS WXDRIZASYOFI A S HFZIN 2F al
work is essential if we ar® resist the divisive forces adentarian politics ®alvage humanit§and

rise inragetogetheragainst thestigmamachines®¢®
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