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Focus

o Focus mai nl y net hodol ogi cal .

0 Rel evance of corpus-based approach
to (critical) discourse anal ysis.

0 Exanmpl es of techni ques and fi ndi ngs
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Characteristics of the
corpus-based approach

Lar ge anounts of data
Frequency

Co- occurrence and patterns
Annot at1 on and groupi ng
Quanti fication

Statistical significance



Merits of corpus-based analysis

o Hel ps recognise the ‘big picture’.
o I ndi cates areas of Interest.

0 Also allows for closer (qualitative)
anal ysi s.

0 Exam nation of a | arge nunber of
| nst ances of a specific pattern
(t hrough concor dances).

o Triangul ation / checki ng of
I ntui tions.

(Baker, 2006: 10-21, 175-183)



Corpus-based concepts and tools

Key word/ cl uster
Word/ cluster which is significantly nore frequent in a
cor pus when conpared w th anot her.
Si gni ficance ...
I s calculated statistically
t akes account of corpus sizes
reflects the probability that differences are due

to chance

Col | ocati on
The co-occurrence of two words wth frequency above
chance.
Statistically cal cul at ed.

Semanti ¢ prosody
The "consistent aura of neaning with which a formis

| mbued by its collocates" (Louw, 1993: 157).

Di scour se prosody
“A feature which extends over nore than one unit in a

| i near string” (Stubbs, 2001: 111-112).



The Query

o refugee OR asyl um OR deport* OR
Immgr* OR emgr* OR mgrant OR
Illegal alien CRillegal entry OR
| eave to remain AND NOT deportivo
AND NOT deport nent

a Derived on the basis of two tests:

oKeywords in the pilot corpus as
conpared to a general corpus (BNC
Sanpl er)

oRel evance of KW and other intuitively
| dentified terns.



The Corpora (1996-2005)

Tabl ol ds Br oadsheet s
50,476 articles 100, 242 articles
29, 883, 001 words 87,001, 072 words
Express Busi ness
Dai |y Mail Guar di an
+ Mail on Sunday + Cbserver
Daily Mrror | ndependent
+ Sunday M rror + | ndependent on Sunday
Tel egr aph
FEll G + Sunday Tel egraph
St ar Ti mes + Sunday Ti nes

Sun



Areas examined

0 Key words related to topol
(e.g. Reisgl & Wddak, 2001; Wdak & van Dijk, 2000).

0 Col  ocates of refugees related to
t opoi .

0 Clusters containing illegal +
ref ugee(s), asylum seeker(s),
|nn1grant(s) m grant (s) [?ASIN]

o D scourse around suffocated and
dr owned.



Key words

Probability that differences are due
to chance |Iower than 1/100 billion.

Red I ndicates nore frequent In
t abl ol ds.

Bl ue indicates nore frequent In
br oadsheet s.



KW 1: Query and related terns

em gr at ed
em grati ng
| Mm gr ant
| Mm grants
| Mm gration
m grants
ref ugee

r ef ugees
cl ai mant
em gre

em gres
forelgn




KWs 2: Entry

arrivals, arrive, arrived,

Gener al .
arriving, passengers
eurostar, ferries, ferry,
Mode container, train, trains, truck,
trucker, truckers, lorries, lorry
Pl ace/ cal ai s, channel, chunnel, dover,
Rout e eur ot unnel , heat hrow, tunnel
passport, passports, snuggl e,
Legality smuggl ed, snuggling, sneak,

sneaked, sneaki ng, stowaway,
st owaways




KWs 3: Topoi

dozens, flood, flooding, hundreds, influx,

RUTEED nunber, nunbers, rocketed, swanped, thousands
abuse, abused, abusing, bride, brides, cheat,

Ab cheating, cheats, narriage, nmarriages,

use : :

married, marry, marrying, racket, racketeers,
scam scans, weddi ng, weddi ngs

Cost and |‘Their’ side: benefit, benefits, handout,

Fi nances |handouts, job, jobs, scroungers, spongers

Abuse/ “Qur’ side: cost, costing, expense, |obless,

Profit rocketed, strain, taxes, taxpayer, taxpayers
Crinme: crine, crimnal, crimnals, cronies,
cr ooks, gang, gangnasters, gangs, gangsters,

Thr eat murder, murdered, murderer, nurderers, nurdering

Terrorism antiterrorism antiterrori st,
ant hrax, extremsts, fanatic, fanatical,
fanati cs




KWs 4: Other categories

Ctizenship, claim claimnts,

Resi dence clai ned, claining, clains, pernit,
permts
aut hentic, bogus, failed, fake,
: false, genuine, illegal, 1llegally,
Legal ity Il legals, legal, legally, legitinacy,
posi ng

| ssues wth
syst em

crisis, |laws, |ax, |oophole, nockery

Unwel cone

boot, booted, crack, crackdown,
deport, deportation, deported,
deporting, kick, kicked, |eave




KWs 5: Plight

alrstri kes, ceasefire, conflict,
conflicts, coup, desperate,
desperately, devastated, devastating,
di spl aced, dissident, dissidents,

eart hquake, exile, exiles, genocide,
hol ocaust, horrific, horrified, horror,
| nsurgency, massacres, mlitants,
mlitary, mlitia, mlitianen,
mlitias, nationalism nationalist,
occupati on, occupi ed, rebel, rebels,
sanctions, survivors, msery, tragedy,
tragic, tragically, victim victins




Collocates of refugees

Probability that differences are due
to chance | ower than 1/100 bil |1 on.

Red 1 ndicates collocation only iIn
t abl ol ds.

Bl ue I ndicates collocation only In
br oadsheet s.

Bl ack 1 ndi cates coll ocation 1 n both.



Related to quantity metaphors

convoy, flock, flocked, flocking, flood,

fl ooded, flooding, freight, herded, | oad,
mllion, nunbering, overcrowded, pour,
poured, pouring, stornmed, stream streaned,
stream ng, swanp, swanpi ng, swarned, swells

Wrd forns Headwor ds




Rel ated to ‘ plight’

bonbed, brutality, carnage, cleansed, cramred, despair,
desperate, destitute, devastated, dispersed, displaced,
drowned, endured, evicted, eviction, exhausted, fate, fled,
flee, fleeing, forced, forcibly, freeze, freezing, herded,

hol ed, honel ess, horrific, hunger, hungry, huddl ed, nmassacred,
ordeal , persecution, plight, plucked, prevented, ravaged,
scattered, scranble, shelled, shelter, sheltered, sheltering,
sl aughter, slaughtered, squalid, squal or, squeezed, starvati on,
starved, starving, stranded, subjected, suffer, suffering,
suffocated, torn, tragic, trapped, vani shed, weep

Wrd forns Headwor ds




Key clusters with 1illegal

Cal cul at ed manual |y.

Met hod: exam nation of right-sorted
concordance of i1 nstances of illegal.

| ncl udes nodi fyl ng adj ecti ves
denoting origin, ethnicity, race,
age, religion, type of work.

Red 1 ndicates nore frequent In
t abl ol ds

Bl ue 1 ndicates nore frequent in
br oadsheet s

Bl ack I ndicates difference Is not
statistically significant



rcumstances.
of lottery money to a campaigning group that helps
considered and found wanting, but this group helps
ry and to help operate its own policy of resisting
NNEL NOW. Since the Tunnel opened the flood of
NNEL NOW. Since the Tunnel opened the flood of
ylum applicants since 1998 and the coast to remove
sylum applicants since 1998 and the cost to remove
st predicted by MPs. we may not know the number of
to stem the sharp increase in immigration and send
he way the Government is pussy-footing around with
1t to a halt.' under a new Government crackdown on
of the channel last Sunday in a fresh crackdown on
S WHAT YOU THINK BODY: WHAT do you think about
S HEADLINE: ASYLUM FACTS BODY: THE debate over
de of the channel tomorrow in a fresh crackdown on
out Tony Blair's latest plan to curb the flood of
e new fine on lorry-drivers whose vehicles brought
. The same criminals also smuggle thousands of
s may have been stolen to order by gangs smuggling
citizens will demand evidence that the flood of
. He 1s apparently convinced that the flood of
S HEADLINE: ASYLUM FACTS BODY: THE debate over
s called a racist because he speaks his mind about
SO the Government is finally getting to grips with
hat would compromise the Government's crackdown on
en though the Government is taking a tough line on
mber of immigration Gardai to tackle the influx of
re now facing a "mini- Sangatte" refugee camp.
with Jeremy Paxman after refusing to say how many
fice is now talking about snatch squads to pick up
ity. Nor will their introduction lead to fewer
an to carry out the Government's wishes in keeping
for claiming to be antiracist while trying to keep
keteering that is rife among what we must call the
uation in this country, where tens of thousands of
ht. It is not racist to be alarmed by the flood of
arned that EU borders must be strengthened to stop
in NolO. He spelled out his ambitions to STOP
olicy as he concentrates on reducing the number of
S. Her boss Mr olaitin said: "we do not employ
ause the Government fails to kick out thousands of

People think it will help uswg%op illegal
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1 | | egal

|11 egal arrivals, crossing(s), entrant(s), entry/entries,
entry st owaways

alien(s), asylum seeker, asylum seekers, ADJ+asyl um
seeker(s), emgrants, emgration, foreigners,

|1 | egal Imm grant (s), ADJ+timm grant(s), Imnmmgration,

resi dence inmm grant popul ation, ADJ+m grant(s), magrant(s),
m gration, overstayer(s), refugee(s),
ADJ+r ef ugee(s), residence, residents

el docunents, nmarriages assport assports
Means , ges, p P P P

econom c mgrants, economc mgration, enploynent,
|1 | egal j ob, | abour, | abourers, mgrant | abour, work,
wor kK wor ker (s), workforce, working, foreign workers,

| mm grant workers, mgrant workers, ADJ+worker(s)
M sc lmm gration crisis, immgrant problem iInmgration

' problem inmmgration racket, immgration rackets,

problens I . o )

I mm grant racket, immgration reform

Imm gration and crinme, immgrants and cri m nal s,
Clusters . . . . ) :
with and | mm gration and fraud, immgration and snuggl i ng,

imm grants and terrorists, inmgration and terrorism



Clusters wwth 111l egal:

overall picture
Cl ust er T/mllion | B/fmllion
| | | egal [TOTAL] 457. 10 180. 31
Il legal entry 11. 91 /.62
| | | egal residence 325. 40 121. 18
| | | egal neans 0. 57 0. 10
| | | egal work 18. 98 8. 85




A nore conpl ex picture:
Clusters wth POSE AS

Vet hod: concor dances of POCSE AS
contai ni ng RASI M (£25).

T/ m | B/ m |
POSE AS 24. 19 8. 66
POSE AS Iin relation to RASI M 7.16 0. 89

Tabl ol ds use POSE AS nore
frequently than broadsheets:

o In general (x3)
o In relation to RASIM (x8).



X pose as RAS to gain entry

X = beggars, crimnals, crooks, fanatics,
foreigners, gangs, mlitants, spies, terrorists

1. Presented as fact, or taken for granted

St ance T B
= Positive stance towards
‘tougher neasures’ 51. 4% 58. 9%

= Negative stance towards RASI M

2. Reported view (e.g. by politician)

St ance T B

= Negative stance towards
‘t ougher neasures’

0% 11.5%

= Positivel/neutral stance towards
RASI M



Al bani an Pl akici, 26, posed as a frightened refugee
fromwar-torn Kosovo when he arrived in Britain seven
years ago. He was first granted political asylum and
was given a British passport in January 2002. The
skilled Iinguist was so pl ausi ble he | anded a string of
jobs as an interpreter with firns of solicitors
specialising in immgration and asyl um cases. He even
tricked BBC producers into hiring himas an expert for
a docunentary on the controversial subject. In reality,
Pl akici was a ruthless trafficker in naive young wonen
fromthe poverty-stricken fornmer Soviet bloc. He |ured
themto Britain with prom ses of work as barmai ds or
wai tresses, only to force theminto the vice trade once
t hey arrived.

[ The Express, Decenber 23, 2003]

Saraj evo has | ong been condemmed by Britain and ot hers
as an easy backdoor route to Europe for Islamc
terrorists posing as asylum seekers. Mislins do not
need visas for Bosnia and only cursory checks are made
on the identities of incom ng passengers.

[ The Tinmes, COctober 11, 2001]



Confort Afol abi, the head of the DSHU, has been accused in
a docunentary nmade by BBC Radio Five Live of putting the
reporter - who was posing as an asylum seeker - in touch
Wi th an associate who agreed on a fee of pounds 800 for a
f ake passport and national insurance nunber. M s Af ol abi
has strongly deni ed any wongdoi ng. The BLF said it woul d
conduct an inquiry to establish whether the lottery funds
awarded to the DSHU were used for their intended purpose -
to provide support for asylum seekers.

[ The Daily Tel egraph, February 28, 2005]



X pose as RASIMto expose
problens wth asyl um system

X = police, reporters

St ance T B

= Positive stance towards
practice

= Positive stance towards
‘t ougher neasures’

22.9% 16. /%

* [ndirectly negative stance
t owar ds RASI M




Qur girl investigator posing as an illegal Russian

| mm grant arranged to neet the crooked secretary who

wor ks at the Angel College in Islington which prepares
students for entrance to universities as well as teaching
t hem Engl i sh. Col |l ege bosses are unaware of her bent
sideline. In a hotel |obby, Elena told us she charges

bet ween £25 and £75 for each docunent and said they are

f ool proof.

[ The People, June 5, 2005]

Rosseti specialises in what he calls "the Italian
package" - a genuine ltalian passport which cones
conplete with driving |icence and identity docunent. Last
week a Sunday Ti nes reporter approached Rosseti posing as
a Yugosl avi an refugee needing a passport to remain in
Britain. They net at a coffee bar in Soho, central

London. "If you want to sl eep easy at night take the
|talian Job," said Rosseti. "All the docunents are
genui ne and | can guarantee you will be registered by

conputer as an ltalian citizen."
[ Sunday Ti nes, Septenber 28, 1997]



RASI M pose as X to exploit
systemor ‘citizens’

X = artists, athletes, doctors, EU citizens,
nurses, scientists, sports fans, students,
taxi drivers, tourists, workers

St ance T B
Negati ve stance towards RASI M 23. 4% 0%

HUNDREDS of asyl um seekers are pouring into Britain
posing as nurses. They are ruthlessly exploiting a
desperate shortage in NHS staff to sneak into the
country carrying bogus nedical qualifications. Their
docunents - supplied at a huge price by crimnal gangs
- trick authorities into believing they are properly
trained and ready to work in British hospitals.

[Daily Star, Decenber 1, 2002]



Ctimnals etc. pose as X
to expl ol t/ harm RASI M

X = ald workers, peacekeepers
St ance T B
Positive stance towards RASI M 1. 9% 0%

Ser bi an sol di ers posed as peacekeepers to capture
refugees, a war crines court heard yesterday at the tri al
of the commander accused of the 1995 massacre of Mosl ens
at Srebrenica. CGeneral Radislav Krstic, the highest-
ranki ng Bosnian Serb officer to face the tribunal, denies
command responsibility for genocide in which 7,500 people
were killed or are still m ssing. Prosecutors showed vi deo
f oot age whi ch reveal ed how Serb troops tricked Msl ens
with confiscated UN cl ot hi ng.

[ The Daily mail, March 15, 2000]



A closer look

Exam nati1 on of | nstances of
suf f ocat ed and drowned I n
relati on to RASI M

Focus on the presentation of
victine as ‘illegal’.

Present ati on was direct or
| ndi r ect.



Di r ect

Through attribution by

— nodification wwth the adjective illegal,;
— reference to the victinse as illegal cargo.
In June, 58 illegal immgrants from Chi na suffocated

In the back of a lorry in Dover, after a journey
across Europe” [The Express, Nov. 2000].

“A Dutch lorry driver was jailed for 14 years for
killing 58 Chinese inmgrants who suffocated in his
trailer as he tried to smuggle theminto Britain.
Perry Wacker, 33, closed an air vent during the
Channel crossing so that the ferry crew could not
hear his illegal cargo” [The Daily Mail, June 2001].



Indirect

Through framng the report of the
suf f ocati on/drowni ng wthin

— references to illegal immgrants etc. In
gener al ;
— indirect references to ‘illegality’ — creating

negative semantic prosodies (e.g. suspected
asyl um seeker, sneak across the peril ous
straits);

— references to smuggling, trafficking, 111l egal
entry/transport etc.;

— references to problens wth, or laxity of, the
exi sting inmmgration system



China is anong the top four countries whose
citizens are sneaking in. It does not want a
repeat of such tragedies as the drowni ng | ast year
I n Morecanbe Bay or in 2000 when 58 Chi nese
suffocated in the back of a lorry heading for
Dover. [The Tinmes, Sept. 2005].

The risks of trafficking were highlighted | ast
summer by the deaths of 58 Chinese I nmgrants
found suffocated in a Dutch-owned truck which
arrived in Dover fromBelgium Illegal inmmgration
|s al so expected to be high on the agenda of an
Angl o- French summt in Cahors, southern France ...
[ The Guardi an, Feb. 2001]



Overall picture

T% B%
Attribution |suffocated 28. 3 19. 6
[Direct] dr owned 36.2 23.3
Fr am ng suf f ocat ed 17.5 26.2
[Indirect]  drowned 17.2| 15.8
suf f ocat ed 45.8 45.8
TOTAL dr owned 53.4) 39.0




Comments on suffocated/drowned

There is no significant difference in the
proportion of negative presentation -
which 1s very high in both groups (al nost
hal f of the reports).

The only difference is that broadsheets
seemto prefer to use indirect rather than
direct negative presentation (though this
s not statistically significant).

Bot h broadsheets and tabl oids seemto try
to project a humane face, while at the
sane tinme conmuni cating the notion that,
since the victine were party to an ill egal
act, they were sonehow (at |east partly)
responsible for their fate.



Observations so far

Overlap in terns of
phraseol ogy surroundi ng RASI M
semantic prosodies (in)directly relating to RASIM
stance towards RASIM

Differences are in terns of degree.
Positive stance nmainly by broadsheets.
Negati ve stance nore bal anced.

T/ B distinction not hel pful.
Exam nation of i ndividual newspapers.

Conbi nati1 on of automated and manual
t echni ques.
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