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There is nothing in me that is not in everybody else,
and nothing in everybody else that is not in me.

James Baldwin, 1984

What, then, is the need for a further debate about identity?
Who needs it?

Stuart Hall, 1996



Abstract

From ‘homosexual offence’ to ‘LGBT community’: A diachronic corpus-based critical
discourse analysis of queer representation in The Times between 1957-2017

Mark Joseph Wilkinson

This thesis presents a novel combination of diachronic corpus-based critical discourse analysis
(CDA) with poststructuralist (post-Marxist) discourse theory (PDT) (Laclau and Mouffe 2014) in
order to analyse how The Times has used language to discursively construct queer identities between
1957-2017. The data is comprised of three sub-corpora built from relevant search terms between
1957-1967, 1979-1990, and 2003-2017. The subsequent analysis reveals that representations of queer
identities are consistently (re)produced in similar ways such that certain identifications become
naturalised, thus obfuscating their historical conditions of emergence. The implication is that queer
identities, like all identities, are never fixed and tend to change as different discursive formations

become hegemonic.

Analysis began by thematically categorising the top 50 keywords and key terms from each of the
three sub-corpora. This revealed that the most salient discourses were present across all three time
periods, indicating that there were three discursive trajectories that shaped queer representation —
biopolitics, capitalism, and erasure. Adapting the concept of the nodal point from PDT, one term was
selected to represent each of the three discursive trajectories in each sub-corpus. These nine nodal
points served as privileged signifiers, binding together a discursive formation. A combination of
collocation and concordance analyses for each nodal point was then conducted. Results demonstrated
that there was a dialectical relationship between the discursive construction of a queer Other and the

hegemony of the British state during its various socioeconomic and political permutations.

This study makes an original contribution by integrating PDT with corpus-based CDA so as to enrich
the interpretation of the corpus findings. In addition to PDT, theories such as critical race theory were
also introduced where they would enhance the analysis. This thesis, therefore, highlights how a
greater engagement with theory benefits corpus-based CDA by combining innovative corpus-

linguistic methods with equally innovative critical theory from across the academy.
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Chapter 1 — Introduction
1.1 — On the ‘myth of the “eternal homosexual™’

The year 2017 marked the fiftieth anniversary of the Sexual Offences Act 1967 (SOA) that
decriminalised consensual sex in private between men over the age of 21. While arrests and raids
actually increased in the subsequent decades (Weeks 2016), across much of the British media in
2017, the SOA was represented as a watershed that marked a decisive break from a repressive past.
Such discourses of linear progress represent an abridged cultural memory that was exemplified in an
editorial for Pink News written by former Prime Minister, Theresa May. While conceding that societal
attitudes may not always have progressed in line with legislation, the Prime Minister maintained that
‘the momentous changes to the law in 1967 started the journey towards equality’ (May 2017).
Embedded within dubious claims that such a ‘journey’ was representative of the notion that ‘tolerance
and openness are two of the most precious British values’, May (2017) also seemed to imply that the
benefits of the SOA somehow extended to those for whom such gains would have been
inconsequential. Using the acronym ‘LGBT+’ as a signifier for inclusivity, May wrote that, ‘today we
remembered and celebrated those...who shifted public attitudes on LGBT+ equality’ (May 2017).
While a potential gesture towards diversity, the use of ‘LGBT+’ in this context is, in many ways,
misleading. Firstly, the SOA was only concerned with sex between men. Secondly, fifty years ago,
lesbian, gay, bi, and trans ‘equality’ would have been impossible because, aside from the term
‘lesbian’, none of these signifiers would have been used to represent transgressive sexual or gender
identities. Rather, the language of sexual and gender identity was nascent and the association of an
identity, let alone a community, constructed around one’s desire or sexual activity was often limited

to homosexual men living in large metropolitan areas (Jennings 2007).

Such illusory discourses of ‘LGBT+ history’ espoused in May’s 2017 editorial are symptomatic of
what D’Emilio (1983:101) has identified as ‘the myth of the “eternal homosexual”” — a tendency to

view contemporary queer? identities as reflecting an essential set of characteristics that have always

1 Unless otherwise stated, this thesis will use both queer and LGBTQI as signifiers for transgressive sexual
and/or gender identities. | am acutely aware, however, that their use poses both analytic and reflexive issues.
First, the term LGBTQI is an acronym comprised of contemporary terms of identification that may or may not
have existed within the timeframe of this study. It is also a controversial term in that it is often regarded as
obfuscating a diverse group of identities through their conflation (see Chapter 7 for a further discussion of this
issue). On the other hand, while queer is a historically contingent term that was used as a pejorative until being
reclaimed by activists and academics in the 1980s and 1990s (De Lauretis 1990; Sedgwick 1990; Warner 1999),
it is also not without contention. This is because, while there are those — like myself — who regard it as
signifying liberation and a rejection of liberal identity politics, there are others who may still associate it with
negative connotations. Their use in this thesis is, therefore, only intended as a shorthand to signify a series of
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existed and can, therefore, be read backwards in time. What this ‘myth’ fails to consider is that
lesbian, gay, bi, trans, queer and intersex (LGBTQI) identities, like all identities, ‘are a product of
history, and have come into existence in a specific historical era’ (D’Emilio 1983:101). This is not to
deny that people who were identified as being of the same gender have always — across time and
place — pursued sexual and romantic relationships with one another. Nor does it suggest that gender
variance is a new phenomenon, as all historical and transcultural evidence suggests otherwise. Rather,
the ‘myth of the “eternal homosexual™’ is a critique of the widely held belief that sexual and gender
identities are universal categories — both stable and essentially the same across time and place.
Building on D’Emilio’s original contribution, this thesis will, therefore, explore how, when, why, and

for whose benefit this ‘myth’ endures in the context of the UK.

In order to frame the following analysis, this introductory chapter will begin, in section 1.2, by
explaining both my personal and political motivations for pursuing this research. Sections 1.3, 1.4,
and 1.5 will then briefly outline some of the main concepts and approaches that will be employed —
namely, an explanation of my use of the term, discourse; a brief overview of and explanation for why
the methodology will be rooted in corpus-based Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA); as well as an
explanation for why an analysis of news discourse is essential in revealing how identities are
represented, (re)produced and then mediated. With this in mind, section 1.6 will then argue that, in
addition to a corpus-based CDA of news discourse, the analysis of how identities are discursively
constructed will be enhanced through an engagement with the theoretical affordances of
Poststructuralist Discourse Theory (PDT). As the discussion of theory informs the type of questions
that can be asked, section 1.7 will outline the main research questions before commenting on how this
approach will make an original contribution to both corpus-based CDA and PDT in section 1.8.

Finally, an outline of the thesis will be provided in section 1.9.

1.2 — On my motivation for writing this thesis

1.2.1 — Personal motivations

Before critiquing the ‘myth’ that transgressive sexual and gender identities are universal categories, it
is important to note that, as a queer person coming of age in the 1990s, I myself, have benefitted from
the notion that ‘gay identity’ is a universal and transhistorical category. In my isolation as a gay

teenager in rural Canada, discourses surrounding ‘gay culture’ and the notion that there were people

identities that were discursively constructed as being in contravention of compulsory heterosexuality and/or the
gender binary.
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who felt like me — not only around the world, but also reaching into the past — was crucial to my
survival. 1t not only provided a language with which to identify and, potentially, with which to find
solidarity in community, but it also provided me with the roots of a political consciousness in which |
became acutely aware of the inequalities and violences — both physical and symbolic — that could
be wrought even in an ostensibly ‘liberal’ nation like the one in which | was raised. Nevertheless, as a
cisgender, white, middle-class, non-disabled gay teenager, | was also unaware of the fact that, for
many queer people, their sexual or gender identity was not the primary vector of their oppression.
This changed abruptly upon reading an interview from Richard Goldstein of The Village Voice
published in 1984 wherein the author, essayist, and playwright, James Baldwin, argued that he had
always felt ‘remote from (gay life)’ because for ‘a black gay person...the sexual question comes after
the question of color; it’s simply one more aspect of the danger in which all black people live’
(Goldstein 1984:60, 66-67). Reading this as a young white gay man, the comfort of a perceived
universal gay identity fractured and, with it — as it so often does when reading Baldwin — emerged a
newfound perspective and politics that began to lay the roots of what would eventually become this
thesis.

In addition to the realisation that my own whiteness — in a world built on Racial Capitalism — had
blinded me from the impossibility of a universal gay identity, Goldstein’s interview with Baldwin also
revealed that the very signifiers with which I had identified were not shared with a man whose
identity I had for so long associated with my own. This is because, when Goldstein asked Baldwin if

he ever thought of himself as ‘being gay’, he responded:

No. I didn’t have a word for it. The only one I had was “homosexual” and that didn’t quite

cover whatever it was | was beginning to feel (Goldstein 1984:59).

Like Goldstein, another white gay man, Baldwin’s novels had also been, for me, ‘an early vector of
self-discovery’ (Goldstein 1984:57). His claim, then, that he felt ‘remote from (gay life)’ and that it
was a ‘phenomenon that came along much after (he) was formed’ profoundly changed how |
understood sexual identities. If James Baldwin, one of the most critically acclaimed ‘LGBTQ authors’
of the 20" century (Pallardy and Lake 2014), had through historical, sociocultural and political
circumstance, never actually identified as ‘gay’, then what was it in Baldwin’s essays — in Baldwin’s

characters — with which I had been identifying all these years?

While the answer to this question is complex, it is also one that has been explored across the academy.
In the introduction to A Gay History of Britain (Cook et al. 2007:xi), the historian, Matt Cook,
clarifies for the reader that ‘the “gay” in the title of this book can only really be said to apply to the

last thirty years of the millennium under discussion, and looking for gay men in medieval monasteries
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or the court of James [ is a fruitless task’. Indeed, the main problem with trying to associate a sexual
identity with figures such as Shakespeare or Richard | is to assume, through a contemporary lens, that
such men understood their ‘desire and identity; their loves and relationships, in the same ways; that —
in modern parlance — they were all “gay”’ (Cook et al. 2007:xi). This argument is echoed perhaps
most famously in the first volume of The History of Sexuality (Foucault 1979a:43) wherein Foucault
argues that, until the 19" century in Europe, ‘sodomy was a category of forbidden acts; their
perpetrator was nothing more than the juridical subject of them’. It was not until the disciplines of
Medicine, Psychiatry, and Sexology were developed that the signifier ‘homosexual’ became
associated with an identity. Indeed, as Foucault (1979a:43) famously wrote, ‘the sodomite had been a
temporary aberration; the homosexual was now a species’. What is crucial here is that the sexual acts
and desires had not changed. What had changed was the meaning ascribed to them and the discourses
that had been developed during the 19" century that provided the discursive terrain upon which to
render sexual identities possible. With this in mind, this thesis will proceed from the premise that an
origin for the ‘the myth of the “eternal homosexual”’ (D’Emilio 1983:101) must be found in

discourse.
1.2.2 — Political motivations

Before moving on to a discussion of discourse and the analytical approaches that will be applied in
this thesis, it is important to note that the question of how identities are socially constructed is not
limited to queer subject positions. Rather the same guiding questions that will be asked in this thesis
could also be asked of any identity — namely, how is language used to discursively construct subjects
and what are the histories that culminate in the appearance of a fixed and transhistorical identity? For
example, in her seminal text, The Invention of Women, Oyeronké Oyéwumi (1997) argues that a
society structured around gender or sexual difference is a cultural construct that did not exist in
precolonial Yorubaland (what is today parts of Nigeria, Togo and Benin). Rather, the gender binary
and the subsequent division of labour arrived with European colonisation, thus suggesting that even
the very notion of gender — a societal organising principle which has appeared universal — only
emerges under specific historical conditions. Similarly, while phenotypical differences between

populations are today interpreted as evidence of ‘race’?, this has not always been the case with many

2 In the tradition of scholars such as Paul Gilroy (1987, 1993), the term ‘race’ has been placed in quotation
marks in order to disrupt the idea that processes of racialisation have any basis in biology. Indeed, as argued by
Gilroy (1987:38-39) in the introduction to There Ain’t No Black in the Union Jack, ‘accepting that skin
“colour”, however meaningless we know it to be, has a strictly limited material basis in biology, opens up the
possibility of engaging with theories of signification which can highlight the elasticity and the emptiness of
“racial” signifiers as well as the ideological work which has to be done in order to turn them into signifiers in
the first place’. Not only does this conception of ‘race formation’ (Gilroy 1987) complement Laclau and
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‘white’ people having been racialised as Other in the recent past. While this point is discussed in more
detail in section 3.3.3, it is crucial to note in the introduction to this thesis, that the discursive
construction of sexual identities is not unlike the racialisation of certain populations in that group
formation always serves a political purpose. For example, in the context of the UK, the notion of
‘race’ was, historically, used as a technology of governance against people from Ireland in order to
justify colonisation, indentured labour, and displacement (Ignatiev 1995). Through a similar process
— but with much more horrific consequences — Jewish people were also constructed as a ‘race’
throughout the 19" century (Goldstein 2020) — a process of racialisation that ultimately culminated
in the Shoah, i.e. Holocaust, under the Third Reich. The preceding examples demonstrate two
important points. First, identities are not universal or fixed categories. Rather, they emerge under
particular circumstances and are, thus, always already in flux. Secondly, this lack of fixity means that
the status of a particular identification or group is also always subject to change — a fact that has
been a motivating factor in the following research.

There is no doubt that, during my lifetime, significant progress has been made regarding the status of
homonormative relationships in nations as geographically and culturally diverse as the UK, Argentina
and Taiwan. Similarly, legislative gains regarding gender recognition — especially self-identification
— have been made in Portugal, Luxemburg, and Ireland. And while the legal status of same-sex
marriage or the ability to legally ‘change’ one’s legal gender are not, alone, evidence that there has
been an equitable advance in the sociocultural, economic or political status among all LGBTQI
people, the ‘acceptance’ of certain queer populations, i.e. largely white, cisgender, non-disabled,
middle-class, gay men, is indicative of a rapid cultural change regarding the status of certain queer
populations in some parts of the world. At the time of writing, however, there are indications that such
progress may not be as permanent as it once appeared. As the rise of the far right continues to spread
throughout Europe, the Americas, and even India, many of the legislative gains made over the last
twenty years now appear fragile when faced with an emergent fascism. For example, the far-right
cabinet of the Conservative Party in the UK have recently blocked Scotland from amending their
Gender Recognition Act — a move which reflects an increasingly hostile environment for trans
people across the country which is being fuelled by many within the British media. Such discourses
do not solely impact the trans population’s access to healthcare, but it has also resulted in a dramatic
increase in violences — both material and symbolic — being perpetrated against trans people.

Concurrently, in the US and Canada, demonstrations against ‘Drag Story Time’ are increasing as

Mouffe’s (2014) theory of discourse, but it also signals to the reader that, while the material consequences of
racism have significant consequences, ‘race’ as a concept is best understood as a technology of governance
rather than an identity.
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reactionary views regarding paedophilia and so-called ‘grooming’ have ultimately resulted in
Tennessee banning public Drag performances. These are but two examples of a chilling regression
that appears to be accelerating and, thus, provides an added urgency to conducting research that seeks
to trace how the social status of queer identities change according to the sociocultural, economic and
political landscape in which they are positioned.

1.3 — On the use of the term discourse

In the discipline of linguistics, there are many definitions of discourse. At its most basic, discourse
refers to ‘language beyond the sentence’ (Stubbs 1983:1) and the ways in which language use
becomes coherent during a communicative event. Definitions of discourse can also take into account
paralinguistic context from the social world, thereby referring to ‘a socially accepted association
among ways of using language, of thinking, and of acting that can be used to identify oneself as a
member of a socially meaningful group or ‘social network’” (Gee, 1989, p. 21). Definitions of
discourse, however, are not solely limited to linguistics with many other disciplines such as political
science, sociology, and gender studies also investigating how discourses are developed, reproduced,
and disseminated throughout the social world. In the interests of addressing the issue of sexual and
gender identity, however, the current thesis will adopt the definition of discourse as presented by
Foucault (1972:54) wherein he posits that ‘discourses systematically form the objects of which they
speak’. In the this oft quoted passage from The Archaeology of Knowledge, what Foucault (1972)
appears to be arguing is that discourse is not simply about language or signifying practices passively
representing the world around us in order to facilitate communication. Rather discourses serve an
epistemological and ontological function in that they actively produce systems of knowledge, contest
and maintain relations of power, and, ultimately, create the conditions of possibility for what can be
known and what can be said. In other words, we are all products of discourse and are, therefore,
unable to transcend it. This understanding of discourse has been partially adopted in certain fields of
linguistics such as Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and has proven fruitful in understanding how
identities are formed, presented and understood. In the following sections of this Introduction I will,
therefore, explain how a critical analysis of discourses surrounding sexual and gender identities will

be undertaken through a combination of various approaches to discourse analysis.

1.4 — On Corpus-based Critical Discourse Analysis

One of the most useful methods to analyse how a particular identity or group has been represented is
through the various analytic toolkits which have been developed in the field of CDA. Originally

developed by scholars such as Ruth Wodak (1999; 2001), Norman Fairclough (1989;1995) and Teun
van Dijk (1991; 1998), CDA seeks to ascertain — much like Foucault (1982) — how discourses are
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used in order to (re)produce ideologies that justify inequality or other social phenomenon that
contribute to unequal power relations. As will be discussed in Chapter 2, however, CDA has been
accused of ‘cherry-picking’ examples of language that justify a predetermined conclusion of how
language and power function in society (Baker and Levon 2015). In order to address accusations of
‘bias’, many scholars have taken an approach to analysis that combines CDA with Corpus Linguistics
(CL). CL is a method of linguistic analysis that involves taking large bodies of naturally occurring
language and then analysing them using software that allows for the identification of language
patterns (McEnery and Hardie 2012). Not only can this reveal salient and frequent discourses in the
data, as well as non-obvious patterns that would likely have remained hidden if reading a smaller
sample, but CL can also provide quantitative evidence upon which a qualitative analysis is based.
Corpus-based CDA or Corpus-assisted Discourse Studies (CADS) has been essential in analysing
representations of marginalised groups, e.g. Muslims (Baker 2010; Baker, Gabrielatos and McEnery
2013a; Baker, Gabrielatos and McEnery 2013b), refugees, asylum seekers, immigrants and migrants
(Baker, McEnery and Gabrielatos 2007; Gabrielatos and Baker 2008; KhosraviNik 2010), as well as
the LGBTQI population (Baker 2005; Morrish and Sauntson 2011; Bachmann 2011; Zottola 2018;
Wilkinson 2019), revealing the ways in which language is used to normalise inequalities and mediate
certain discursive choices. Many of these studies will be discussed in the Literature Review (Chapter
2); however, it is important to note, at this point, that one of the main subjects in corpus-based CDA
has been the analysis of language use by the media (Baker, Gabrielatos and McEnery 2013a; Webster
2018; Clarke and Grieve 2019; Taylor 2020). This is primarily because, whether it be traditional
forms such as newspapers or contemporary modalities such as Twitter, the media is one of the main
methods through which knowledge and discourse is (re)produced, shared, and oftentimes, contested.
If the goal of this thesis is to map how, when, why, and for whose benefit certain sexual and gender
identities became hegemonic, then looking at how such discourses have been mediated is a crucial

step in addressing these questions.

1.5 — On the power of the media and the need for a diachronic approach to corpus-based
CDA

Like the interview in The Village Voice or Theresa May’s editorial in Pink News, the media have been
a consistent vehicle through which discourses and identities are represented, disseminated and
(re)produced (Fairclough 1995). In order to begin exploring how sexual and gender identities came to
appear fixed and, indeed, a fundamental social category in the organisation of society, | will argue that
it is crucial to look at the language of the media and the discourses that have been consistently
reproduced. In order to do so, | will be conducting a diachronic corpus-based CDA of newspaper

discourse and how queer identities have been represented over time. The primary source of data will
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be The Times (the rationale for which is discussed in Chapter 4). Beyond simply looking at the
language that is mediated through The Times today, | will also argue that, in order to trace the roots of
contemporary notions of sexual and gender identity, it is crucial that we observe the past. This is not
only because historical discourses provide the foundations upon which contemporary discourses are
developed. It is also because the affordances of temporal distance — in effect, ‘no longer (being)
native speakers of our texts’ (Taylor 2022:4) — allows for the analyst to, perhaps, interpret language
from a distance that allows for a greater insight into how identities are always historically contingent
— informed by the discourses, politics, and sociocultural context in which they are formed and
performed. In other words, a diachronic analysis of language data from The Times that focuses on the
ways sexual and gender identity are always changing may provide additional evidence for the claims
made in section 1.1 and 1.2, i.e. that there are no universal queer subjects. Rather, we are all products
of history and place, represented through the language and discourse that is available at a particular
historical conjuncture. While there has been important diachronic research on language and identity
developed in corpus-based CDA as well as CADS, this thesis will propose that some of the
underpinning theoretical assumptions intrinsic to this area of analysis may not be able to answer how
LGBTQI identities have been discursively constructed. In order to address some of these theoretical
gaps, | propose a novel approach wherein the strong methodological affordances of corpus-based
CDA are used in conjunction with the theoretical framework of Poststructuralist Discourse Theory
developed by Laclau and Mouffe (2014) in their seminal text, Hegemony and Socialist Strategy:
Towards a Radical Democratic Politics.

1.6 — On the integration of corpus-based CDA with Laclau and Mouffe’s Poststructuralist

Discourse Theory

In sections 1.1 and 1.2, | argued that the primary motivation for this thesis is not to understand how
LGBTQI people have been represented, but rather, to understand how the very notion of a queer
identity has been discursively constructed across time. This is not only because, as a child, I had
naively subsumed queerness within a universal perspective that places whiteness at its core, but also
because the specificity of queernesses across time and place offers the potential for radical liberation.
Approaching this thesis as a socialist and as someone who regards the current political and economic
settlement as untenable for the majority of the world’s population, I also believe that liberal identity
politics are a potential hurdle in creating solidarity across, inter alia, ‘race’, class, gender, sexuality,
region, and ability. Beginning from the premise that ‘whatever is could always be otherwise’
(Dahlberg and Phelan 2011; Graeber 2015) is, therefore, not only analytically necessary, but also

politically liberating. With this in mind, the ontological framework provided by Laclau and Mouffe
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(2014) resonates with these aspirations and observations, rendering their work essential in exploring

how queer identities have been discursively constructed.

The theoretical framework developed by Laclau and Mouffe (2014) will be discussed in more detail in
Chapter 3; however, it is crucial at this point to highlight some of the reasons why their social
ontology is relevant and useful to the current thesis. Referred to as post-Marxist or Poststructuralist
Discourse Theory (PDT), Laclau and Mouffe’s theoretical approach has been adopted primarily in the
discipline of Political Science and, in particular, the study of Populism. This is because one of their
main objectives has been to understand how identities are constructed, how politicised populations are
formed, and how consent is manufactured for unequal political and economic settlements. In order to
do so, there are two significant differences between corpus-based CDA and PDT that are essential to
mention at this point. First, Laclau and Mouffe (2014) begin from the premise that there is no pre-
discursive identity before a person or people are represented in discourse. In other words, this means
that queer identities do not and cannot exist prior to being constructed through discourse. Secondly,
Laclau and Mouffe (2014) make the controversial claim that there is nothing outside of discourse.
This is not to say that there is no material reality outside of language. Rather, their argument is
premised on the idea that nothing has meaning outside of discourse. These two points are crucial to
uncovering the processes through which queer identities have been formed, changed and mediated
over time. This is because, if there is no pre-discursive subject because identities are only constructed
through discourse, then the primary research question is necessarily altered from ‘how are queer
identities represented in the language of the media?’ to ‘how is the language of the media used to
discursively construct queer identities?’. With this in mind, PDT’s ontological framework is well
positioned to begin answering how, when, why, and for whose benefit the ‘myth’ of a universal and

transhistorical queer identity is so salient in contemporary discourse.

It should be noted at this point, however, that the social ontology developed by Laclau and Mouffe
(2014) resonates with many of the same theoretical insights developed in the area of Queer Theory
(QT) (Sedgwick 1990; Butler 1990, 1993; Halperin 1995). Indeed, Ernesto Laclau and Judith Butler
engaged deeply with each other’s work such that they published a series of essays in dialogue with
each other and co-author, Slavoj Zizek, in the monograph, Contingency, Hegemony, Universality
(Butler, Laclau and Zizek 2011). As such, it would seem likely that a thesis concerned with the
discursive construction of queer identities would benefit from using QT as its primary theoretical
frame. Nevertheless, there are three main reasons why | have chosen to root the proceeding analysis in
PDT. First, while QT does engage with discourse, many of the arguments and analyses also deal with
issues of materiality and embodiment which are, in many ways, beyond the purview of a study

employing corpus-based CDA as its methodology. Secondly, the theoretical affordances of QT have
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been adopted extensively in the field of Queer Linguistics (Hall, 2013; Milani 2013) and, more
recently, with research in corpus-based CDA (see special issue of Language and Sexuality 2018).
Conversely, when this project began in 2017, no such engagement between corpus-based CDA and
PDT had yet begun in spite of the forthcoming argument that they are highly complementary
approaches. Finally, while QT is primarily concerned with critiques of (hetero)normativity and issues
of power in relation to sexuality and gender, PDT is more broadly concerned with group formation
and hegemonic struggle. It is this final difference that provided my primary motivation for adopting
PDT’s social ontology. This is because, as noted in section 1.2, the same discursive processes that
have resulted in the consistently changing status of the queer subject, are the same discursive
processes that affect all subject positions and, indeed, identities. As such, the analysis of such
processes could be extended to other identities and groups in order to both understand processes of
identification and group formation as well as reconfiguring the social, political and economic

landscape in order to achieve the liberation of all people.
1.7 — Research questions

The methodological affordances of diachronic corpus-based CDA when combined the theoretical
framework of Laclau and Mouffe’s PDT will provide the means through which to answer the

following research questions.
Central research question:

1. How has The Times used language to discursively construct queer subject positions?
Supporting research questions:

2. In what ways have representations of queer identities in The Times changed or stayed the
same over time?

3. Towhat extent are representations of LGBTQI people contingent on historical context, e.g.
political, social and economic events?

4. In what ways can non-linguistic theoretical frameworks support the analysis of how queer
subject positions were constructed in the language of The Times?

5. What are the strengths and weaknesses of a combined approach to the analysis of how queer
subject positions were constructed in The Times that employs poststructuralist discourse

theory and diachronic corpus-based critical discourse analysis?
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1.8 — On this thesis’ original contribution to the field

In the introduction to Marx’s The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte, he argues that:

Men make their own history, but they do not make it as they please; they do not make it under
self-selected circumstances, but under circumstances existing already, given and transmitted
from the past (Marx 1885:iii).

Often misunderstood as deterministic, a reading of the context in which this quote appears reveals that
what Marx actually appears to be arguing is that history is always already contingent upon its past. In
other words, there are no essential identities that transcend time and place. Rather, we are only ever
the result of choices that were made in the past and, while we can resist their outcomes, our histories
cannot be transcended. In terms of the content of this thesis, it is my goal to elucidate the ways in
which one of the most respected newspapers in the UK has, at times, represented transgressive sexual
and gender identities as static and fixed categories. It is also my goal, however, to understand how
such ahistorical representations of queer identities function within the broader sociocultural, political
and economic context in which they are manifest. For instance, in the example of Theresa May’s
editorial in Pink News, she is committed to the language of inclusivity, using ‘LGBT+’ in contexts
where it is historically inaccurate. Simultaneously, May is also committed to presenting the history of
‘LGBT+ equality’ as a linear march towards progress. In response, | would argue that the use of
‘LGBT+’ is, on the one hand, the outcome of Corporate Equality, Diversity and Inclusion training
which does more to sanitise the image of the Conservative Party — or May herself — than it does
recognise the particularities of lesbian, bi, trans, and queer people’s oppression. On the other hand, by
representing the ‘journey’ towards equality as steady and resulting in ‘hard-won rights’, May deflects
from state oppressions in the past while simultaneously signalling to potential voters that, for
everyone, tomorrow is always better than today. The original contribution that | aim to make in terms
of content is, therefore, not only uncovering the salient discourses that have produced the perception
of a fixed, universal, or transhistorical queer subject, but to also provide the historical context and

potential reasons for why such discourses were mediated in the first place.

In terms of methodology, | would argue that the integration of corpus-based CDA with Laclau and
Mouffe’s PDT is an innovation that will allow for a better understanding of how identities are
constructed. As will be discussed in Chapter 2, much CDA begins from the premise that there is a
subject that is being represented. As this thesis begins from the premise that this is an impossibility, it
is conceivable that the same methodological and theoretical amalgam could also be extended to
understanding how all identities are constructed. While a novel approach, scholars such as Nikisianis

et al. (2019), Brown (2020) as well as Brown and Mondon (2021) have also, since research for this
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thesis began, been combining corpus-based CDA with PDT. This thesis will, therefore, not only be an
innovation within the field of corpus-based CDA, but will also present the opportunity to work
interdisciplinarily with scholars from other disciplines in order to refine this approach and its
theoretical basis.

Finally, in each of the three analysis chapters, other social theories will be included in the analysis,

e.g. Biopolitics, Capitalism, and Erasure. It is, therefore, also my contention that this thesis will make
an original contribution by highlighting the ways in which corpus-based CDA has the opportunity to
integrate social theories from across the Humanities and Social Sciences. It is my hope that, in doing
s0, corpus-based CDA or CADS will be able to tackle new topics and develop a theoretical toolkit
that extends beyond much of what is currently employed. With these three contributions in mind, the

next section will provide an outline for how the main arguments will be organised.

1.9 — Outline

The following thesis is comprised of eight chapters. Chapter 2 provides a critical Literature Review
that highlights both the affordances of corpus-based CDA in analysing queer representation in news
discourse while also suggesting that there are limitations that can be addressed by incorporating the
social ontology developed by Laclau and Mouffe (2014). Chapter 3 outlines the key theories
developed by Laclau and Mouffe (2014) in their seminal text, Hegemony Socialist Strategy: Towards
a Radical Democratic Politics, before concluding with the argument that Laclau and Mouffe’s theory
of identity and group formation are complemented by the rigorous analytical methods developed in
corpus-based CDA. Chapter 4 then provides an explanation for how the research questions presented
in section 1.7, will be answered — describing the primary methodological approaches as well as the
data that will be analysed. The following three analysis chapters will then answer the research
guestions by arguing that queer identities have been constructed through three discursive trajectories.
Chapter 5 argues that LGBTQI populations have been both formed by state biopower while also
providing a justification for the ongoing primacy of biopolitics. Chapter 6 then considers the ways in
which capitalism and, specifically, capitalist ideologies have discursively constructed the queer
subject while also providing new spaces in which certain members of the LGBTQI population have
become emblematic of British capitalism. Finally, Chapter 7 will argue that the previous analyses are
premised on the erasure of the inherent diversity within the LGBTQI population such that the history
of queer representation is fundamentally the history of white, cisgender, middle-class, non-disabled,
white gay men. In conclusion, Chapter 8 will highlight the ways in which corpus- assisted CDA
along with PDT has provided the scope within which to answer the research questions in section 1.7.

It will also reflect on the integration of more social theory into CADS and the extent to
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which this approach has enhanced or, potentially, complicated the present study. Finally, a discussion

of the impact and originality of the work will be presented along with suggestions for future research.
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Chapter 2 — Literature review
2.1 — Introduction

This thesis emerges out of a tradition that analyses corpora, i.e. ‘large...representative samples of a
particular type of naturally occurring language’ (Baker 2006:2), in order to support a critical study of
discourse(s) with the aim of uncovering how language both shapes and is shaped by the social world
(Fairclough 2015). In many ways, however, this is a curious amalgam of both method and theory —
one which has resulted in a ‘broad church’ that continues to evolve, fracture, reconcile and,
ultimately, produce more robust and innovative ways of analysing discourse. With this in mind, the
following discussion will critically analyse literature that has informed my own approach while also
providing a brief overview of key literature in the field more broadly. Specifically, section 2.2 will
begin with an overview of the field, including a broad history of how corpus-based CDA was
developed. This will be followed by a discussion in section 2.3 wherein some general types of corpora
will be identified — a discussion that will lead into a critical evaluation of news discourse in section
2.4 and how my own research is situated within this tradition. In order to examine a method that |
argue broaches some of these critiques, section 2.5 will discuss the role of diachronic corpora and
how the current thesis is situated within this approach. Finally, section 2.6 will provide an overview

and critique of how LGBTQI populations have been represented in the British Press.
2.2 — Corpus-based critical discourse analysis: Histories, rationale and politics

It has been posited that there are several schools that began combining corpus-linguistics with
discourse analysis® (McEnery and Baker 2015). These include research conducted at the University of
Birmingham, Lancaster University, and the University of Bologna. Beginning in earnest during the
1990s with authors such as Sinclair (1991), Hunston (1995) and Stubbs (1996), studies at the
University of Birmingham were integral in developing many of the core principles which still drive

research today. For instance, by using concordancing software to build on the idea that ‘you shall

3 While there are similar methods which have been developed in other languages, e.g. Mandarin (1996),
Portuguese (Rocha and Santos 2001), and German (Kupietz et al. 2018), the current literature review will
primarily focus on research conducted using English language sources. While this is primarily because the
current thesis is concerned with media representation in the UK, it is also because the methodology in this thesis
follows the approaches developed by scholars working mainly in English.
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know a word by the company it keeps’ (Firth, 1957:11), analyses of collocations and concordance
lines revealed patterns in large corpora of naturally occurring language — an empirical approach that
broke from much work in linguistics at the time, e.g. generative linguistics, that largely relied on
intuitions about actual language use (McEnery and Hardie, 2012). Theories that emerged from this
approach, specifically in relation to collocation, include semantic prosody (Louw 1993) and discourse
prosody (Stubbs 2002) — both analytical tools which continue to have a significant impact on how
analyses of discourse are conducted today. In my own research, this is especially true for the latter
because, as noted by Stubbs (2002), an analysis of frequent collocations can reveal the encoded
cultural concepts that are imbued within a word. The logic follows that, if ‘words acquire meanings
from the collocations in which they occur in individual texts, but also from the collocations in which
they frequently occur in many kinds across the usage of a speech community’ (Stubbs 2002:146), then
it is plausible that signifiers representing a particular identity (or discourse) may eventually become
suffused with meanings that trigger particular connotations and, therefore, attitudes. In spite of not
explicitly using either of these terms, an essential study from this tradition is Krishnamurthy (1996)
who effectively identified discourse prosodies through a corpus-based analysis of potentially
innocuous terms such as ethnic, racial, and, tribal. Through an analysis of collocation and
concordance lines, it became evident that tribal was most frequently imbued with pejorative
connotations used in relation to foreign Others. In contrast, tribal was never used for British
populations — clan being used instead — and, when it was, would only be used for humorous effect.
One critique of the ‘neo-Firthian’ school, however, is that much of the research did not employ
statistical significance testing (McEnery and Hardie 2012:125-126) — a critique that was addressed in

research that was being conducted at Lancaster University.

Often referred to as corpus-based CDA, researchers such as Baker (2004; 2005; 2006), McEnery
(2004) and Baker and McEnery (2005) developed an approach that sought to integrate corpus-
linguistics with many of the theories and methods developed in Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA).
Influenced by scholars working in CDA such as Fairclough (1989;1995), van Dijk (1991; 1998), and
in concert with Ruth Wodak (1999; 2001), corpus-based CDA represented a ‘methodological
synergy’ (Baker et al. 2008) that addressed a frequent critique of CDA — namely, that it selects
features of a text which support its preferred interpretation, rendering it a method of analysis which
appears driven by a predetermined political position as opposed to rigorous linguistic analysis
(Widdowson 1995, 1998, 2008). Originally piloted by Hardt-Mautner (1995), corpus-based CDA has
since developed a broad methodological toolkit which, inter alia, has allowed researchers to critically
address issues concerning the representation of refugees, asylum seekers, immigrants and migrants
(Baker, McEnery and Gabrielatos 2007; Gabrielatos and Baker 2008; KhosraviNik 2010), Islam
(Baker 2010; Baker, Gabrielatos and McEnery 2013a; Baker, Gabrielatos and McEnery 2013Db), and
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the LGBTQI population (Baker 2005; Morrish and Sauntson 2011; Bachmann 2011; Zottola 2018;
Wilkinson 2019) while simultaneously developing rigorous statistical measurements that address
criticisms of ‘cherry-picking’ evidence in order to support a predetermined conclusion (Baker and
Levon 2015). In addition to the development of statistical methods that enhanced the use of analytical
tools such as keyness and collocation — both statistical measures that will be explained in Chapter 4
— Lancaster also developed methods of tagging corpora, such that lexical and semantic features of a
word were automatically ascribed to each token within a corpus (see Rayson 2008; 2009). Tagging a
corpus with metadata, textual markup, and linguistic annotation was an innovative advancement in the
field as it allowed for researchers to obtain an enriched sense of what kind of features were present in
a corpus, i.e. a sort of linguistic analysis that McEnery and Hardie (2012:31) argue ‘make(s) explicit
information that is there implicitly in the data’. Thus, through statistical measurements and corpus
annotation developed at Lancaster University, corpus-based CDA has been able to develop the type of
research originally conducted by Krishnamurthy (1996). An essential example that has inspired my
own research in corpus-based CDA is the seminal text by Baker, Gabrielatos, and McEnery (2013a)
wherein the concept of discourse prosody was developed through the use of statistical significance
testing in order to analyse representations of Islam in the British Press between 1998 and 2009. In a
diachronic corpus of over 143 million words, it was demonstrated that, through collocates such as
behead, suspect, arrest, accuse and jail, the word Muslim carried with it a negative discourse prosody
for criminality (Baker, Gabrielatos, and McEnery 2013a:39). Similarly, the modifying collocates of
Islamic such as extremist, militant, fundamentalist, terrorist, extremism, radical, fanatic, and
militancy, give the word ‘a negative discourse prosody of extremism, as well as a semantic preference
for collectives, particularly involving political entities’ (Baker, Gabrielatos, and McEnery, 2013a:45).
Not only were these observations produced through the effective amalgam of quantitative corpus
techniques and qualitative discourse analysis, but the findings were also the product of a holistic
approach which followed one of the central tenets of CDA by taking into consideration the wider
historical and political context in which such discourses were produced, processes of production and
reception, as well as intertextuality, reflexivity and triangulation. Some examples of this include the
consideration of readership demographics, the political and religious standpoints of newspapers,
crime statistics relating to violence towards religious groups in the UK, as well as reflection from the
authors on their own identities and how that may have impacted on the analysis (Baker, Gabrielatos,
and McEnery 2013a). Based on this, it could, therefore, be convincingly argued that, through the
‘incremental effect’ (Baker 2006:13) of discourse, both Islam as a religion and Muslim people as a

population would likely be perceived as dangerous as a result of media representation.

Concurrently, a similar approach was being developed by Partington (2004) at the University of

Bologna which also addressed, inter alia, issues of representation, but diverged from corpus-based
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CDA in two important ways. Dubbed Corpus-assisted Discourse Studies (CADS), Partington
(2013:10) argued that CADS explicitly distanced itself from a particular approach to discourse
analysis, i.e. ‘certainly not critical discourse analysis’ (emphasis in original), and that, as opposed to
corpus-based CDA, CADS also has ‘no overarching political agenda and has very different attitudes
to and traditions of how language data should be managed’. Drawing more explicitly on the work of
Stubbs (1996; 2002), the initial aim of CADS was to uncover and evaluate non-obvious meaning in
large corpora. Later work in Modern-Diachronic CADS (MD-CADS) also aimed to uncover non-
obvious meaning but did so through the analysis of comparable newspaper texts at different points in
time (see Duguid 2010, Marchi 2010, and Taylor 2010).

It is important to mention at this point that, unlike Partington, the current study does take an explicit
political position in relation to the subject and draws on political theories ranging from (post-)Marxist
critique and critical theory (in the tradition of the Frankfurt School) through to poststructuralist
discourse theory and CDA. Furthermore, | would also contend that any analysis of discourse is
necessarily political. First, language use is political and always involves choices. As noted by Fowler
(1991:4):

There are always different ways of saying the same thing, and they are not accidental
alternatives. Differences in expression carry ideological distinction (and thus differences

in representation).

Secondly, research itself can never be ‘objective’ or free from bias. For example, in this particular
field, the research questions asked, the decisions made when building and analysing corpora, as well
as the answers that emerge are always informed and, indeed, structured by a particular perspective. In
the tradition of Haraway (1988), | would argue that the discourse analyst can only ever provide
‘situated knowledge’, i.e. a necessarily partial perspective which is contingent upon, inter alia,
gender, ethnicity, class, sexuality, age, nationality, personal history, employment status, region,
linguistic background, etc. Finally, as argued by van Dijk (1993), the goal of linguistic analysis in the
tradition of CDA should never be impartial but rather practised in solidarity with those affected by

discursive practices.

At the same time, however, it is indeed the case that many publications which are positioned as
‘CADS’ and, especially, draw on diachronic methods of analysis, are crucial touchstones in my
research (see Marchi and Taylor 2009b; Taylor 2020, 2021). For instance, analyses concerning the
discursive construction of European identity by Marchi and Taylor (2009a) and Marchi (2012) have
influenced the way my own research considers how corpora can assist in identifying the discursive

construction of a diverse group of people. Similarly, research by Charlotte Taylor concerning the
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subject of historical representations in the British Press (Taylor 2014; 2019; 2020) as well as the
methodological task of identifying similarity (Taylor 2013) and absence (Schréter and Taylor 2018)
are both foundational to the way | have formulated my research questions and approached my
analysis. It is, therefore, likely the case that ten years after the publication of Partington et al. (2013),
it is perhaps unhelpful to dwell on semantic taxonomies of what constitutes corpus-based CDA and
what constitutes CADS. Indeed, as Taylor and Marchi (2018:5) suggest, it is time to transcend
‘disciplinary barriers and avoid pigeon-holing or branding’. Based on this brief history of corpus-
assisted approaches to (critical) discourse analysis, the overarching narrative is that, while corpus-
linguistic techniques can provide quantifiable or statistical evidence to support an analysis of
discourse, ‘bias’ is always present due to our ‘situated perspective’ and the nature of language
(Haraway 1988; McEnery and Baker 2015). What corpus-linguistic tools offer to discourse analysis
is, instead, ‘a means of achieving greater precision, richness as well as awareness’ (Taylor and Marchi
2018:6) of how analyses are conducted. The following section will provide a brief overview of some

of the common topics and data sets which have been addressed using this method.
2.3 — Types of corpora
2.3.1 — General or balanced corpora

At the time of writing, the number of publicly available corpora has increased significantly since
corpus-assisted discourse studies began to be developed in the late 1980s and early 1990s*. General or
‘balanced’ corpora such as the British National Corpus (BNC) provide the user with language data
from different registers and genres (e.g. academic texts , fictional texts, periodicals) that are then
tagged or coded according to grammatical information such as the part-of-speech for individual words
as well as metadata regarding source or the encoding of individual texts (BNC 2001). While the
majority of the 100-million-word BNC was compiled from written texts published between the late
1970s and early 1990s, the Spoken BNC was expanded in 2014 addressing the lack of widely
available spoken corpora (Love et al. 2017). Similar corpora have been developed for American
English such as the one-billion-word Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA) which is
also compiled from academic texts, fiction, periodicals and spoken data. More recently, corpora such
as the TenTen family have been built solely of language from the Internet. Due to the tremendous

scope of language online, corpora such as EnTenTen20 have now reached 36 billion words and are

4 While there have been significant developments in corpora across a range of languages, the following
discussion will focus on English as this directly relates to the scope of this thesis.
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compiled from online English language data from around the world including texts types such as
news discourse, gaming language, and blogs (Jakubicek et al. 2013). While synchronous corpora have
been crucial in the development of the field, the current thesis draws more explicitly on a tradition of
using diachronic corpora to track language change and similarity.

Diachronic and historical corpora have been developed to track linguistic variation across time,
revealing both grammatical and semantic variation as well as social, cultural and political changes
through the analysis of historical discourse. For the purposes of this review, | will draw a distinction
between sampling methods, i.e. continuous language samples as opposed to parallel sampling
methods. The former includes corpora such as the Helsinki Corpus which consists of texts ranging
from 750 to 1700. While the corpus is divided into Old English, Middle English and Early Modern
English, the corpus is constituted by contiguous time frames of 100 years each (Kytd 1996).
Similarly, the Corpus of Historical American English (COHA) is a 475-million-word corpus which
covers language ranging from the 1820s-2010s. Like COCA, the COHA corpus is constituted by a
range of text types in order to allow for an analysis of variation. It is also divided according to decade,
an approach similar to that of the Helsinki Corpus, in order to facilitate the analysis of diachronic
variation. In terms of parallel sampling methods, the ‘Brown Family’ is perhaps the most well-known
within the field and has provided the blueprint for many of the diachronic corpora that have been
subsequently developed. Described by Baker (2010:59) as small but well balanced, the original
Brown Corpus consisted of approximately 500 texts from 15 writing genres with a median year of
1961 that resulted in approximately 1 million words of text. Using the same sampling methods, the
original Brown Corpus was soon followed by the Lancaster/Oslo-Bergen (LOB) corpus which was
constituted by British English from the same time period. Since then, the Brown and LOB corpora
have grown to include corpora compiled from the same sampling methods but for different points in
time such as the Freiburg-LOB (FLOB) corpus representing British English around 1991, the
Freiburg-Brown (FROWN) corpus representing American English around 1992, the Before LOB
(BLOB) corpus representing British English from around 1931, as well as the BE06 and AE06 corpora
developed by Baker (2009) which represent language from both the UK and the US with a median
year of 2006. With their goal of achieving a balanced representation of text types and genres from
each era, these corpora have provided insight into changes in the use of modal verbs (Leech 2002) as
well as an indication of how gendered terms have been used over time (Baker 2010). In spite of the
insights gained through the analyses of such synchronous and diachronic corpora, purpose-built
corpora have also been essential in the development of the field. The following discussion will,
therefore, address some of the common topics and text types that have been addressed by researchers
in order to begin answering particular questions that may be beyond the purview of corpora such as

the BNC or the Brown family.

28



2.3.2 — Purpose-built corpora

Purpose-built corpora are compiled from representative samples of language data that specifically
address a particular research question. Such corpora and discourse studies have been particularly
useful in addressing topics from health communication to political discourse and have influenced the
design of the corpora built for the current thesis. Some notable recent examples concerning health
communication include corpora compiled from patient feedback (Hunt, Koteyko and Gunter 2015;
Baker, Brookes and Evans 2019; Baker and Brookes 2022; Brookes et al. 2022), online support
groups (Hunt and Harvey 2015; Hunt and Brookes 2020; Kinloch and Jaworska 2021); as well as
social media (Hunt, Koteyko and Gunter 2015; Koteyko and Atanasova 2018). Another area of
research which has made extensive use of purpose-built corpora includes the analysis of metaphor.
Again, healthcare communication has been analysed by looking at the use of metaphor in corpora
compiled from conversations about cancer (Semino, Heywood, and Short 2004) as well as interviews
and online forum posts which also address cancer and the end of life (Semino et al. 2017). Another
area of metaphor analysis which has exploited the use of corpora is in regard to political discourses.
Analyses by Charteris-Black (2004) used a corpus-based approach to the analysis of political
speeches and manifestos which revealed, inter alia, cultural differences in political discourse and
practice between the US and the UK. L Hoéte (2014) also used party political manifestos and speeches
from New Labour which demonstrated how processes such as globalisation as well as ‘third way
politics’ or ‘politics without adversary’ (Mouffe 1998) were presented as inevitable — not political
choices but natural phenomena that could no longer be questioned or challenged. Finally, Partington
(2003) as well as Partington and Taylor (2017) have published highly original work which considers
the relationship between metaphor and pragmatics through the use of CADS. The variety of text types
that can be explored through the development of purpose-built corpora is growing and include
modalities such as Twitter (Clarke and Grieve 2019) and even multimodal corpora (Knight 2011). For
the purposes of this thesis, however, an overview of corpora built from media discourses is essential
as it not only positions the analysis within a broader research context but also because of the crucial

role news plays in mediating hegemonic representations of sexual and gender identity.

2.4 — Corpus-based CDA and the significance of news discourse

One of the most common text-types to be analysed in corpus-based CDA is print media. This is
primarily because news discourse functions to control the type of information that is made widely
available to the public — interpreting, organising, and classifying information which influences the
way people perceive the world and themselves in it (Conboy 2007). Indeed, as argued by van Dijk
(2008:58),
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Probably no other discourse type is so pervasive and so shared and read by so many
people at more or less the same time. Its power potential, therefore, is enormous and close
scrutiny of the schemata, topics, and style of news reports is therefore crucial to our
understanding of the exercise of political, economic, social and cultural power, and of the
communication and acquisition of ideologies that support it.

Writing specifically about newspapers, Conboy (2007:5) points out that ‘this control may not be overt
but it is exercised nevertheless in patterns, habits and structures which have become so commonplace
that they no longer are automatically seen as contributing to processes of control but are seen as
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merely “reflecting the world as it is”’. From a theoretical and political perspective, the media and
specifically newspapers are, therefore, a crucial subject of analysis when considering questions
concerning representation, politics, ideology and to what extent a topic may be considered
‘newsworthy’ (Bednarek and Caple 2017). In addition to these foundational questions about power
and representation in the press, the use of newspaper data is also an ‘ideal territory’ for corpus-
assisted CDA due to the abundance of data available (Marchi 2019:576). With online platforms such
as LexisNexis and Factiva, analysts can build representative corpora from newspaper publications
from around the world that address, inter alia, particular formats (e.g. tabloid versus broadsheet in the
context of the UK), languages, regions, and time periods (Marchi 2019). With the relative ease with
which newspaper corpora can be built, there are a plethora of topics that have been addressed using

this particular type of discourse.

One important area of sociolinguistic analysis that has been addressed using newspaper discourse is
concerned with language ideologies and how these are explicitly or implicitly manifest in the press.
For instance, Wright and Brookes (2019) published a revealing analysis of how the (far) right-wing
press represented the results of the 2011 census concerning English language proficiency. Over the
subsequent five years of reporting, they identified a media narrative that invoked xenophobic and
racist ideologies that were embedded within a discussion of English proficiency among immigrant
populations. The discussion of language as opposed to ‘race’, religion or culture provided a topical
vehicle with which to further marginalise immigrant populations in an already hostile environment,
thus fuelling and proliferating a growing suspicion and fear of foreign Others. Similarly, the right-
wing press’ elision of austerity and the lack of access to language provision enabled the press to place
the responsibility for language acquisition solely on the individual and their family. It was, therefore,
demonstrated that the consistent use of such discourses over time served to ‘legitimise the social
exclusion and active discrimination of those who are perceived to be unable or unwilling to fit the
linguistic “norm™” (Wright and Brookes 2019:79). While this thesis does not explicitly consider

language ideology, the use of fear and suspicion aimed at a marginalised group in newspaper
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discourse is a theme that will be salient in my own analysis. Before moving on to themes which are
more closely related to the present thesis, it is important to note that another significant area using
newspapers in order to explore language ideology is in relation to cross-linguistic studies (Freake
2012; Taylor 2014; Vessey 2013; Vessey 2014). For instance, Freake (2012) and Vessey (2013; 2014)
looked at how language ideologies are manifest in the Canadian media. By comparing French and
English language publications, one of the major themes that emerged was concerned with the salience
of language in francophone publications versus an ‘anglonormativity’ which rendered language issues
almost invisible in the anglophone press. This phenomenon in the francophone press, referred to as
‘hyperlinguistic awareness’, indexed a ‘heightened and often marked awareness of linguistic issues’
(Freake 2012:6). This markedness of French and the embedded normativity of English is not
dissimilar to the ways in which transgressive sexual and gender identities are frequently marked in the
news media. Where sexuality is not remarked upon, it is likely due to a heteronormativity which

assumes heterosexuality to be a universal norm unless explicitly transgressed or crossed.

Issues surrounding the representation of gender have also been addressed through corpus-based
studies of newspaper discourse. Similar to the research cited above, Krishnamurthy and Jaworska
(2012) also conducted a cross-linguistic analysis, but in this case, looked at representations of
feminism in both the English and German press (see also Taylor [2014] for a cross-linguistic study of
representations of refugees, asylum seekers, immigrants and migrants (RASIM) in Italian and English
newspaper discourse). Through an analysis of purpose-built corpora consisting of national newspapers
from both the UK and Germany as well as an analysis of the reference corpora, it was revealed that
the signifier feminism/feminismus was generally embedded within a negative discourse prosody. An
analysis of collocates in both English and German newspapers revealed that, in both languages,
feminism was discursively constructed as a movement from the past that had been unsuccessful in
achieving its goals. It was also represented as being almost exclusively associated with western
cultures. Feminism was not, however, represented uniformly between the German and British
newspapers. For instance, in the English newspaper corpus, feminism was often also associated with
the leshian population whereas, in the German corpus, feminism was associated with academia —
especially postmodernism — as well as being seen as an unattainable “utopia’ in the same way that the

German press now represented the Communist Deutsche Demokratische Republik (DDR).

Where Krishnamurthy and Jaworska (2012) analysed feminism as an ideology, Baker and Levon
(2015; 2016) analysed representations of masculinity in the British press and the hegemonic
ideologies that structure hierarchies of masculinity. These seminal papers have informed my own
analysis as the two publications focused on both methodological issues (Baker and Levon 2015) as

well as the effects of media representation on the (re)production of hegemonic masculinity (Baker and
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Levon 2016). In terms of methodology, Baker took a quantitative approach, analysing discourse
patterns in a corpus of 44.1 million words while Levon adopted a strictly qualitative approach to a
smaller sample of 51 articles (Baker and Levon 2015). The goal was to ascertain whether ‘there were
broad similarities or differences between the research findings and how this related to the different
methodologies that were undertaken’ (Baker 2015:222). In so doing, the results ultimately
demonstrated that, like the ‘methodological synergy’ endorsed in Baker et al. (2008), a combination
of corpus-based approaches to CDA was likely to produce similar findings to qualitative CDA, while
also providing quantitative evidence that effectively strengthened the analytical argument. In addition,
to informing my methodological approach, the subject of media representation in the (re)production
of hegemonic masculinities also inspired my analysis of how the same discursive processes contribute
to the mediation of hegemonic ideas surrounding sexual and gender diverse identities. This is because
their analysis did not only focus on masculinity as a deracialised and classless subject position, but
was rather enhanced through a specific focus on processes of intersectionality which took into
consideration ‘how different racialised and classed masculinities are positioned in relation to one

another within a larger ideological field of masculinity in Britain’ (Baker and Levon 2016:107).

What both studies found was that ‘race’, class and gender intersected along ideological axes primarily
constituted by discourses concerning physicality and ambition (Baker and Levon 2016:131). These
axes were arrived at through key findings concerning the intersectional processes constituted by ‘race’
and class. For instance, the racialisation of certain masculinities actually subsumed or elided class
completely. Thus, Black and Asian men were represented as essentially classless, whereas working-
class and middle-class masculinity was explicitly associated with whiteness. While untethered from a
class position, Black men were discursively constructed as ‘by definition, lacking in ambition and
possessing an overabundance of physicality” (Baker and Levon 2016:120). They were, thus,
associated with violence — both as perpetrators and as victims — while, at the same time, represented
as prone to taking the ‘easy option’ or, when in positions of relative power, as ‘anodyne’. Like Black
masculinities, Asian men were also associated with violence, but in this case, a pernicious violence
centred around gang culture and the grooming of white women (Baker and Levon 2016:121-122).
Unlike Black men, however, Asian masculinities were frequently represented as ‘ambitious’ and
‘entrepreneurial’ (Baker and Levon 2016:122). Not unrelated from such discourses was the notion
that, if Asian men could abandon their ‘foreign’ cultural values, they were capable of achieving a
British gendered normativity (Baker and Levon 2016:123). In terms of class, both working-class and
middle-class men were overwhelmingly represented as white (Baker and Levon 2015; 2016). What is
most striking is that, in spite of their respective social, political and economic capital (Gilroy 1987,
Akala 2018), both groups of men were represented as ‘beleaguered’ or as ‘forgotten’. Interestingly,

however, where both working-class and middle-class white men were represented as being ‘banned’,
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‘shunned’, and ‘excluded’ unjustly (Baker and Levon 2016:126), only working-class men were
positioned “as (at least partially) responsible for their own failings’ (Baker and Levon 2016: 128). The
consequence of this was that working-class white men came to be seen as occupying ‘a morally
deviant space within the ideological landscape of masculinity’ (Baker and Levon 2016:129). Through
the findings discussed above, Baker and Levon (2015; 2016) have, therefore, provided a significant
contribution to how gendered subject positions are constituted through intersectional processes that
structure identities within a particular ideological conjuncture — a theoretical foundation that

underpins much of the analysis in the present thesis.

The previous research discussed in this section has made significant contributions to the field and the
studies chosen were included as exemplary due to the influence they have had on my own research.
Furthermore, as a new era of corpus-based CDA begins to focus increasingly on digital media which
have, without a doubt, transformed the discursive landscape and the ways in which ideologies and
representations are mediated, | nevertheless strongly agree with Marchi (2019) who argues that
traditional journalism is still alive and very relevant. Indeed, as van Dijk (2008) argues, there is
perhaps no other discourse type which shapes the ideological terrain of a society as does the news
media. With this in mind though, it is also important to reflect on areas of the analysis which have
been underdeveloped — the ‘dusty corners’ to which Taylor and Marchi (2018) refer when taking
stock of CADS current status as a discipline. While this is often likely due to space limitations in an
academic journal article, | would argue that many of the conclusions reached in the previous studies
stop short of explaining why certain representations become dominant and how the discursive
(re)production of certain hegemonic discourses serve the interests of power. For instance, while
Wright and Brookes (2019) acknowledge that there is a deficit in funding for ESOL programmes that
would enable immigrants to develop their language skills, there is less attention paid to why these
programmes have been cut in the first place and, indeed, what the ideological commitments of the
current government are in relation to immigration and questions of citizenship more broadly (see
Cooke 2015; Cooke and Peutrell 2019). Similarly, in a media ecology that primarily serves the
interest of (far) right-wing actors, it would enhance the analysis to look at the relationship between
representations of language ideology and how these act in concert with building electoral coalitions
that fracture the working-classes, thus constructing antagonisms between groups of people who have
been equally marginalised through the financialisation of the economy (Blakely 2019). The answer to
the question of ‘why” could, thus, be explored through post-Marxist and poststructuralist Discourse
Theories (Hall 1987a, 2011; Laclau and Mouffe 2014; Mouffe 2018) that have focused on how
contemporary political strategies have relied on marginalising sectors of the population (e.g. based on

language proficiency) in order to build and maintain hegemony for a particular political and economic
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settlement — in this case, neoliberalism. The inclusion of an explanatory critique would enhance the

findings in Wright and Brookes (2019), bringing the “critical’ back into discourse analysis.

Similarly, while the intersectional approach taken by Baker and Levon (2015; 2016) was highly
original in the field and inspired in its analysis, this reader was left wondering why certain
masculinities became hegemonized in the first instance. Again, perhaps due to space limitations as
well as a research question that focused on how contemporary masculinities were represented in the
British Press, it would not have been possible to also provide an explanatory critique. In other words,
after the detailed linguistic analyses as well as the engagement with questions of methodology, there
would not have been space within the format of a journal to explore these issues. Having said that,
this does not mean that the opportunity to explore extra-linguistic theories is necessarily precluded.
Rather, it will be argued in the subsequent analysis chapters that including political theories from
across the social sciences and the humanities can enhance linguistic analyses. For instance, in order to
explain why hegemonic masculinities in the UK are structured as they are by specific articulations of
class and ‘race’, one could turn to Mouffe’s (2013; 2018) theories of political antagonism and
political agonism. According to their theory of antagonism and the discursive construction of political
frontiers, i.e. us versus them, it could be argued that the deracialisation of class positions coupled with
the classlessness of Black and Asian men serves to divide marginalised groups who, in reality, have
similar economic and, thus, political interests. For example, the signifier of the ‘white working class’
serves to create racialised tensions between British people who identify as white and are living in
deindustrialised areas of the country with diverse working-class communities in major urban centres
who suffer from similar economic deprivations. The cumulative effect of such tensions results in a
divisive politics that, ultimately, serves to keep increasingly right-wing governments in power
(Mouffe 2018). Another area of explanation to pursue concerns the ‘overabundance of physicality’
(Baker and Levon 2016:228) in relation to Black men. Such representations have roots stretching
back to the earliest days of European colonisation in Africa as well as to the Atlantic Slave Trade. An
engagement with these histories and the historical trajectories of both Caribbean and African
migration to the UK could perhaps provide an explanation for why, in the 21% century, the mainstream
press is still preoccupied by the physicality of Black men’s bodies. While these are only two possible
lines of exploration among many, the point remains that the focus on corpus techniques may, at times,
come at the expense of a deeper critical analysis of why certain discourses are more dominant than
others. One possible strategy is to use more diachronic corpora that balance an analysis of historical
contingency with the analysis of discourse (an excellent example of this being Baker, Gabrielatos and
McEnery 2013a). The next section will, therefore, provide a brief overview of some common
approaches to diachronic corpus-based CDA and how these studies have informed the development of

my own research questions and analysis.
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2.5 — Diachronic approaches to corpus-based critical discourse analysis

Diachronic corpus-based critical discourse analyses can broadly be divided into ‘long distance’
studies which are constituted by corpora built from language data spanning over 50 years, and
diachronic analyses which may deal with shorter but contiguous corpora or parallel corpora as
discussed in section 2.3.1. The following overview will consider both types of diachronic corpora, but
will be concerned with studies that address discursive representations of marginalised people

primarily in the press.

2.5.1 — Diachronic studies of marginalised populations

A major contribution to the field of diachronic corpus-assisted discourse studies has been the
development of the Siena—Bologna (Si-Bol) corpora and the subsequent studies that were conducted
using this data set, broadly termed Modern Diachronic CADS (MD-CADS). The Si-Bol corpora
consist of news discourse that was published in both 1993 as well as 2005 and were ‘designed and
compiled to be as similar as possible in order to eliminate any maverick variables’ (Partington
2010:85). The result was two parallel corpora consisting of articles from The Times, The Telegraph
and The Guardian as well as their Sunday editions. While the initial studies focused on changes
surrounding salient discourses in the news such as morality (Marchi 2010), the rhetorical use of ‘The
Science’ (Taylor 2010), and even the use of the prefix anti- (Duguid 2010), the most pertinent
example of how marginalised populations are represented is discussed by Partington (2012) in his

analysis of discourses surrounding antisemitism.

Prompted by a finding from Duguid (2010) in which it was revealed that the keywords antisemitism
and antisemitic were salient in both the 1993 and 2005 corpora (albeit used in different contexts),
Partington (2012:55) compiled a third corpus from 2009 in order to ‘examine potential changes in the
way antisemitism is discussed in the UK quality press’. Some of the major findings included a
temporal and spatial shift concerning when and where antisemitism was reported to have occurred.
For example, in the 1993 corpus, antisemitism was most often discussed as a historical phenomenon
in Western Europe. Conversely, any discussion of contemporary antisemitism tended to refer, instead,
to ‘faraway places’ such as the newly independent states of Eastern Europe including Poland and
Latvia (Partington 2012:58). This changed significantly, however, in the 2005 and 2009 corpora as,
disturbingly, a keyword analysis revealed a contemporary resurgence of reports concerning
antisemitism both in the UK and throughout Western Europe. Couched within conspiracy theories
regarding a global cabal of Jewish oligarchs as well as the conflation of Jewish people with the state
of Israel and the politics of Zionism, the latter two corpora demonstrated how ‘historical” prejudices

can reassert themselves through new discursive formations. For instance, the conflation of Israel with
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all Jewish people allows critiques of Zionism (which can be a legitimate political opinion based on the
illegal occupation of Palestine) to act as a type of discursive veil for antisemitic violences — whether
material or symbolic. Another salient change concerns the perpetrators of antisemitism. Where
antisemitic racism was traditionally associated with the far right, the latter corpora increasingly focus
on antisemitism that exists on the left as well as in Muslim populations. While the latter had often
been represented as ‘fellow victims of prejudice” (Partington 2012:63), there was a shift in discourse

that increasingly associated so-called ‘Islamists’ with a global rise in antisemitism.

This example of MD-CADS is relevant to the present thesis as it is a telling demonstration of how
representations of marginalised populations can be enhanced by taking a diachronic perspective.
Having said that, Partington (2012) does not engage with why such changes have occurred, opting
instead to simply describe the phenomenon. As this thesis and this section of the literature review is
particularly interested in how marginalised populations are represented in the UK press, it strikes me
as curious that there is no discussion of why Muslims, in particular, appear to have become
increasingly conflated with antisemitism. For instance, Partington (2012:63) claims that the
newspapers in question ‘are very careful to make a distinction between ordinary Muslims and violent
extremists’ (emphasis added), but then gives two examples of antisemitism which, while clearly
antisemitic and rooted in a deep hatred of the Jewish people, emerge from organisations which are
ostensibly non-violent, i.e. Hizb ut-Tahrir®> and a Jordanian television production organisation. The
distinction between so-called ‘ordinary Muslims’® and ‘Islamic extremists’ is, however, a discursive
phenomenon critically evaluated by Baker, Gabrielatos and McEnery (2013a) as well as Baker and
McEnery (2019) — both of which enhance their analyses by taking a diachronic approach.

As discussed in section 2.2, the seminal study by Baker, Gabrielatos and McEnery (2013a) analysed
representations of Islam and Muslim people in the British Press between 1998-2009. While the initial
results of the study were comprehensive and resulted in a series of articles (Baker 2010; Gabrielatos et
al. 2012; Baker, Gabrielatos and McEnery 2013b) as well as a book (Baker, Gabrielatos and McEnery
2013a), | would like to focus on Chapter 4 of the monograph which explicitly addressed changes in

how discourses varied and evolved over time. Taking each year of the corpus as a discrete data set,

5 While Hizh-ut Tahrir is recognised as a radical Islamic organisation, they are explicitly non-violent in their
pursuit of re-establishing a Caliphate (Orofino 2015).

6 It is worth noting that the use of a phrase like ‘ordinary Muslims’ to dissociate one segment of the population
from the political or extremist interpretations of Islam is not dissimilar from purported ‘anti-Zionists” qualifying
‘good Jews” and ‘bad Jews’ according to their support for Israel. The cumulative effect is that the politics or
ideologies of Muslim and Jewish people in the UK are policed in bad faith and that, to be ‘ordinary’ and spared
discrimination, they must be depoliticised.

36



keywords from each year were then compared against those from the other eleven. It was found that
the quantity of ar