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Introduction

William Blake’sfamousimage,EuropeSupportedbyAfricaandAmerica,

producedin1796,placesslaveryattheheartofanearlyattempttoreify

European,African,andAmericanidentities.Intheimage,Europestandsinthe

centrelimp(butnotinfirm)supportedonbothsidesbythefiguresofAfrica

andAmerica.TheimagenoteshowAfricaandAmericaprovidedcritical,

materialbuttressestoEurope’seconomy.Thestrengthofthesebuttresses

derivedprincipallyfromtheenslavementofAfricansinAmerica.Forwhile

AfricaandAmericawearslavebracelets,Europewearsastringofpearls.While

AfricaandAmericastareatthevieweroftheimage,Europe’sheadandeyes

arecastdown.BlakerecordsEurope’sshameattheunattributedpartplayed

byAfricanslaveryinAmericainprovidingEuropeanprosperityandtheAfrican

andAmericanwishtohavetheirsufferingacknowledgedandatonedfor.For

BlakewishedtouseEuropeandependenceonAfricanandAmericansubjection

tocompelhisaudiencetosupporttheabolitionoftheslavetradeandslavery.

WhilethechainsrepresentthefactsoftherelationshipbetweenEurope,
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America,andAfricaattheendofthe18thcentury,Europe’saffectionate

responsetothetwoothercontinents’support,andherhandshakewiththe

bondedAfricaconfirmBlake’sardentwishtoseeslaveryabolishedaspartof

improvingtherelationshipbetweenthethreecontinents.

Blake’simagesuggestsfourinsightsabouttheroleslaveryplayedin

Europe’sself-imaginingatthethresholdofmodernity:first,thatEuropeowed

muchofitseconomicsuccesstoitscontactwithAmericaandtotheslavetrade

withAfrica.Slave-producedAmericancommoditieslikesugar,rice,indigo,and

tobacco enjoyed huge markets throughout all of Europe just as

European-producedgoods,likeguns,woollenclothes,iron,andalcohol,enjoyed

largemarketsontheWestcoastofAfrica.Thesetradesproducedeconomic

benefitsthathelpexplainthegrowingimportanceofcommerceandof

economicsinEuropeanpoliticsandcultureinthecourseofthe18thand19th

centuriesandthedevelopmentofanurbanised,middleclassthatsoughta

greaterroleinthepoliticalprocessesofmostEuropeancountriesfromthelate

1780sandthroughoutthe19thcentury.1)

Therefore,second,Blakemusesontheambiguousrelationshipbetween

controlanddependenceinEuropeanempires.Europe’scontrolofAmericaand

Africawasdeemedtobeimperialistic,but,infact,AfricaandAmericaplayed

apart,asBlakedepicted,insupportingEuropeandtherefore,soBlake’s

implicationgoes,EuropeowedadebtofgratitudetowardsAfricaandAmerica

thatcouldbestbeexpressed,inthefirstinstance,asBlakewished,by

abolishingthetrans-Atlanticslavetradeandthenslaveryitself.

Third,Blake,unlikethemajorityofhiscontemporaries,graphicallydepicted

apersonifiedconnectionbetweenEurope,Africa,andAmericatostressAfrican

1)ForanimportantanalysisoftheintegrationofoneEuropean,theBritish,withthe

economiesofWestAfricaseeJosephInikori,AfricansandtheIndustrialRevolutionin

England:A StudyinInternationalTradeandEconomicDevelopment,Cambridge

UniversityPress,2002.



240 史叢 77(2012.9.30)

humanity.AnenlightenedEuropehelpedtostresstheimportanceofextending

naturalrightstoallhumanbeings.Thisinsightprovedtobethemost

importantattitudinalseachangeinthefighttoendslavery.Abolitionism

wouldbecome,asaresult,theuniqueintellectualandlegislativeachievement

ofEurope.2)

Fourth,Blake’sdepictionoftheclearracialdistinctionsbetweenthe

personifiedversionsofeachcontinent,allowedforAfricanhumanity,but

providedabuttressforEurope’scontinuedimperialisticattitudetowardsAfrica

andAmericainthe19thandthefirsthalfofthe20thcenturies.Sureenough,

Blakeoffersavisionofinter-racial,andthereforecosmopolitancooperation,but

hisdepictionofdistinctpigmentationsforthepersonifiedcontinentsis

deliberateandclear.Bytheearly18thcentury,whitenesshadbecomean

essentialpartofacoherentEuropeanidentity,helpingtobridgethe

fundamentalreligiousdistinctionsthathadplungedEuropeintoacenturyof

warfareaftertheReformationandbetweenthenationstatesthatfoughtthose

wars.Contactwiththenon-Europeanworldfromabout1500onwardshelped

toconvincetheEuropeansoftheOldWorldthat,despitetheirdifferences,

theybelongedtogetherbecausetheywerenotdarkskinned.Africanslaveryfor

thenext350yearswouldhelptocementthisbeliefinashared,European

identity.European‘whiteness’representsasimportantaEuropeanlegacyof

Americanslaveryasabolitionism.

Blake’simagethereforeoffersausefulinsightintotheimaginationsof

Europeattheturnofthe19thcentury:onewhichseesitselfasdefinedbyits

relationshiptoAfricaandAmerica;onecoheredbyrace;andone,most

important,boundbyadependenceonthetransportationandexploitationof

AfricansinAmericaand,accordingtoBlake’ssincereexpectation,brought

2)ForthemostrecentcompellinganalysisofthedeterminantsofBritishabolitionism

seeChristopherBrown,MoralCapital:FoundationsofBritishAbolitionism,University

ofNorthCarolinaPress,2006.
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closertogetherbytheendingofthatslaveryandthatdependence.

Inthisshortexploratoryessay,Iproposetonotethepartplayedbythe

followingthreeaspectsoftheteleologyofEuropeinthestoryoftheriseand

fallofAfricanslaveryintheAmericas:first,thedevelopmentofEuropean

identityanditsrelationshiptothehistoricalrhythmsofEuropeanintegration,

disintegration,andre-integration;second,thecivicidealsthatbindmodern

Europetogether;andthird,therelateddevelopmentofcosmopolitanism.Each

playedanimportantpartinthestoryofslavery’sgenesisanditsdownfallover

themodernperiod.Thisessayarguesthatexplainingwhereandwhenslavery

emergedinhistoryismostfundamentallyaquestionandaproblemofidentity.

Slaverythriveswherelaboursuppliesarelow,desireforprofitsishigh,anda

distinctpeople,deemedculturallyeligibleforenslavementcanbefound.The

supplyoflabourhasoftenbeentoolowinspecificplaces,andthedesireto

profitfromalabourforcehasalmostalwaysbeenstrong,butthehistorically

contingentfactorexplainingwhereandwhenslaveryhasemergedisthe

existenceofapopulationwhoithasbeenculturalpossibletoenslave.The

historyofslaveryis,therefore,thehistoryofidentity.Whichgroupscanbe

identifiedasripeforenslavement?Whateffectdoesthatidentificationhaveon

thegroupenslaving,orbuyingandsellingtheenslaved?Slavery’scentralityto

Americanself-imaginingiswellrehearsed.3)Thisessaydemonstratesthatslavery

hasplayedasimilarlyimportantpartinthedevelopmentofEuropeanidentity.

ThestoryoftheriseandfallofAfricanslaveryintheAmericasoughttherefore

toplay,asBlakesuggested,amorecentralroleinEurope’smodern

self-perception.4)

3)CharlesMills,TheRacialContract,CornellUniversityPress,1997,p.1.Seealso

EdmundS.Morgan,AmericanSlavery:AmericanFreedom:TheOrdealofVirginia,

Norton,1975,pp.4-5.

4)IviewEuropeanidentityasahistoricalprocessratherthanastaticmonolith.Itwas

constantlyshapedbycompetitionwithintra-Europeannationalidentitiesand

extra-Europeancontinentalidentities.Thedeterminantsofidentityarerelational.



242 史叢 77(2012.9.30)

2.EuropeanSelf-Definition,Christianity,andthe

DifferencebetweenSlaveryandFreedom

Europeanidentityandculturalcohesionhasderivedasmuchfrom

Europeans’contactwithrivalculturesoutsideitsbordersasithasresultedfrom

thecelebrationofEuropeanvaluesandinstitutions.Earlyincarnationsof

pan-EuropeancivilisationdefinedthemselveswithreferencestoEasternrivals.

TheParthenonsculpturesdemonstratetheimportanceAncientAtheniansplaced

upondramatizingtheirhistoryintermsofanhistoricrivalrywithancient

Persia.ThefirstfullyintegratedEuropeanpolity,thatofAncientRome,

continued thistradition and standardised theexperienceofEuropean

communitywiththehelpofRomanlaw(whichcontinuestobindEurope

together).BytheearlyMiddleAges,theneedtoacttogethertocompetewith,

repelorattackIslamicforcestotheEastplayedanessentialpartinbinding

Europetogetherintoacommoncause.

Thedifferencebetweenslaveryandfreedomcametoplayanessentialpart

inthearticulationandexperienceofthisearlyEuropeanrivalrywiththeIslamic

world.DuringtheRomanEmpire,thevariouspeoplesoftheWestEuropean

continenthadwillinglyenslavedeachother.Butbythe11thcentury,once

EuropeanidentityhadbeenfastenedtoChristianity,religiousleaders,including

PopeGregorytheSeventhconnectedsubscriptiontoChristianbeliefwith

freedom.AsMuslimtraderstargetednon-Muslimsforenslavement,Europeans

begantodefineEuropeasaslave-freearea.TobeEuropeanwastobe

Forthesereasonsinthisessay,Ioftenextrapolatefromcompetingnationaland

internationalidentitieswhenreflectingonthemeaninganddevelopmentof

Europeanidentity.Inparticular,muchofmyanalysisbuildsfromanunderstanding

thatthe ‘European enlightenment’involved dynamic interactionsbetween

burgeoningnationalstereotypeswithinEurope,especiallythereificationofand

responsetoBritishandAmericanidentities.
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somethingotherthanaslave.Europeprideditselfonhavingendedslavery

withinitsterritoriesbytheendofthe14thcentury(thoughpocketscontinued

inEasternEuropeandinSouthernItaly).5)

SoEuropeanidentityremained,fromAntiquitytotheMiddleAges,the

resultofacontestbetweentwoculturalidentities:ChristianandMuslim.In

penetratingintotheheartofIslamicterritoryduringtheFirstCrusadeinthe

late11thcentury,theEuropeansweretoencountersomethingofhuge

importanceforthefuturedevelopmentofAmerica.TheMuslimshadbeen

usingSlavicslavelabourintheLevanttoproducesugarandtheChristian

Crusaderscopiedthem.AstheircontroloverJerusalemandAcrewaned,the

CrusadersshiftedtheirsugarplantationsfurtherandfurtherWest,fromCyprus

toSicilyandthen,inthe15thCentury,outintotheAtlanticontheCanary

Islands,eachofthemstaffedbynon-Christianbondsmenandwomen.Thusthe

importantconnectionbetweentropicalplantationsandslavelabourthatwould

becomesocrucialtotheeconomicdevelopmentofNorthandSouthAmerica

wasitselftheproductofEuropeanrivalrywithIslamintheLevant,arivalry

broadlyconceivedthroughreligiousdifferenceandthedifferencesbetween

slaveryandfreedom.TheAmericanconnectionbetweenplantationproduction

andslavelabourderivedformEuropeanexperimentsintheMediterranean.6)

TheeventualEuropeanarrivalintheAmericashighlightedweakening

culturalcohesionofEuropeinthe16thcentury.Fromthe16thcenturyonwards,

thedevelopmentofEuropeancoloniesintheNewWorldhelpedtoaccentuate

thegreatestthreattothecoherenceofEuropeanidentitysincethefallofthe

RomanEmpire– thereligiousschismoftheReformation.Untilthemiddleof

5)JeffreyFynn-Paul,“Empire,MonotheismandSlaveryintheGreaterMediterranean

RegionfromAntiquitytotheEarlyModernEra”,Past&Present,Vol.205,Issue

1,2009,pp.3-40.

6)FortheearlydevelopmentofplantationslaveryintheMediterraneanseeHerbert

Klein,TheAtlanticSlaveTrade,NewEdition,CambridgeUniversityPress,2010,

Chapters1-2.
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the17th century,Americawouldremainthebattlegroundbetweenrival

NorthernEuropeanProtestants:theDutchandEnglish,whoworkedtogether

todevelopplantationeconomiesinBrasil,theCaribbean,andinVirginiaand

theSouthernEuropean,CatholicpowersofIberiawhobuilthugeempiresin

CentralandSouthAmerica.Rivalsarticulatedthecompetition,asusual,in

termsofslavery.FortheProtestantEnglish,theSpanishEmpireinAmerica

wasoneofrapineandenslavement,whiletheProtestantEmpireinAmerica

wouldbe,forRichardHakluytthegreatpromoteroftheEnglishpresencein

America,anempireofliberty.7)Becauseofthestrengthofthemedieval

EuropeanconnectionbetweenChristianityandfreedom,however,theCatholic

Spanish privileged theconversion oftheAmerindian populationsthey

encounteredratherthanenslavingthem.TheyextendedEuropeanidentityto

theAmerindiansbyconvertingthem.

IndividualEuropeannationsusedAmericaasameanstoundermine

pan-Europeanidentity.TheEnglishinparticularusedAmericaasanintellectual

spacetohelpthemdevelopameanstoresistpan-Europeanism.SirThomas

More,totakeoneexample,locatedhisUtopiainAmericatohelpseparatehis

brandofhumanistthoughtfromtheconsolidatingpan-Europeantraditionsof

theEuropeancontinent.ThisconnectionbetweenAnglo-Saxoninterestin

AmericaandasuspicionofEuropeanidentitywouldbecomeacentralfeature

ofBritishpoliticsuptothepresent.TheintroductionofAfricanslaveryonto

mainlandNorthAmericainVirginia1609,however,wastheresultofEuropean

collaborationbetweenDutchslavetradersandEnglishcolonistpurchasers.

EuropeansworkedtogethertodevelopAfricanslaveryinAmerica.Butinthe

early17thcentury,enslavedAfricansformedtheminorityofthecoloniallabour

force,asmanyEuropeansfledreligiousconflictandcivilwar.

7)OntheideologyofearlyEnglishpromotersofEmpireintheAmericasseeAndrew

Fitzmaurice,HumanismandAmerica:AnIntellectualHistoryofEnglishColonisation,

1500–1625,CambridgeUniversityPress,2003.
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Bythesecondhalfofthe17thcentury,theserivalriesbetweenEuropeanshad

becomemoreuniformlynationalisticratherthanreligious,asmercantilist

economicpoliciessawnationsuseinternationaltradetoexpandtheirnational

interests.Englandwastheprincipalvictorinthisstruggleasitusedits

NavigationSystem toexcludeitsformercollaborators-theDutch,from

Atlantictrade.Throughoutthe17thand18thcenturies,Europebecamebound

togetherinacompetitionbetweenitsnationstatestocommandtheworld’s

resources.Thegeopoliticalideologyofmercantilismproducedaworldviewthat

sawEuropeansviewwealthasbeingasfiniteaspower.Incessantwar,assisted

byreligiousdifferences,thereforeengulfedthecontinentfromtheearly17th

centurytotheearly19thcentury.Thiscompetitionincludedthedevelopment

ofanideologythatcelebratedthenationalinterestattheexpenseofallothers.

NationslikeEngland,whohadpridedthemselvesinnotparticipatinginthe

enslavementofNativeAmericans,astheSpanishConquistadorshaddone,but

suchreservewassoonneutralisedbytheprospectoffinancialgain.This

nationalinterestemergedtobecomethestrongestsupportingbuttressfor

participationinthetradeinenslavedAfricans.IfFrance,forexample,didnot

dominatethelaboursupplyofthecolonies,thenBritainwould,andviceversa.

MilitaryconflictbetweenEuropeansduringtheNineYearsWarandthe

WarofSpanishSuccessionabsorbedtheexcessEuropeanpopulationwhichhad,

sincetheearly17thcenturybeendevelopingtheAmericaneconomy.Religious

warfarewithinEuropeandincreasingnationalrivalryreducedthesupplyof

EuropeanlabourfortheAmericancolonies.Europeannationsuniformlyturned

toenslavedAfricanlabourwithgreaterdeterminationbytheearlyyearsofthe

18thcentury.Africanslaverythereforeacceleratedinimportanceasthesolution

tothecolonies’problemoflaboursupplyasaresultofthedisintegrationof

EuropeanChristiancultureinthe16th,17thand18thcenturiesduetotherising

importanceofnationalinterests.

Theserivalscontinuedtoexpresstheircompetingidentitieswithreferenceto
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slaveryandfreedom.FortheProtestants,andmostfamouslyJohnLocke,

Catholicismanditssecularcorollary,absolutistgovernment,becametheworst

speciesofslavery.8)Theseexpressionsoccasionallyprovidedculturaljustifications

fortheenslavementofrivalgroups.Forabriefperiod,inthemiddleofthe

17thcenturytheProtestantEnglishsoughttouseIrishCatholicsasperpetual

slaves.

SuchexamplesofEuropeansjustifyingtheenslavementofeachother

remainedveryrare.Remarkably,despitetheReformationandtheintensification

ofnationalisminthe16thand17thcenturies,Europeanssustainedaculturethat

preventedEuropeansfromenslavingeachother.InsteadEuropeanscontinuedto

fearenslavementfrom Muslim traders.In17thand18thcenturyEngland,

communitiesboundtogethertoraisethemoneytoransommembersoftheir

communitywhohadbeenenslavedbyIslamicslavetraders.Whenformer

captivesreturnedtoEngland,theirredemptionceremonies,conductingby

Christianchurches,inwhichtheyshedtheirIslamicappearanceandregained

theirEuropeangarb,becamecelebratedfeaturesofurbanlife.9)Europeans

fixatedontheirfreedomsanddefinedthemselveswithreferencetothem.They

didsoastheydevelopedthelargestforcedintercontinentalmigrationinhuman

history– thetransatlanticslavetradeinenslavedAfricanstotheAmericas.

WhenEuropeansreinventedslaveryinthe16thand17thcenturies,itwould

befornon-Europeans,andespeciallyAfricans.Asearlyasthe15thcentury,

EuropeanshadbeguntoturntotheWesterncoastoftheAfricancontinentfor

asupplyofslavesforthesugarIslandsoftheCanaries,andtheCapeVerde

Islands,astheirMuslimcounterpartshadbeendoingforcenturiesonthe

EasterncoastsoftheAfricancontinent.AsinAmerica,theAfricancoastwould

becomeabattlegroundforruthlesslycompetitiveEuropeannationsbenton

8)JohnLocke,TwoTreatisesonGovernment,London,1690.p.1.

9)FormoreexamplesofthispracticeanditsspecialimportanceinEngland,seeLinda

Colley,Captives:BritainandtheWorld,1600-1850,RandomHouse,2003.
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corneringasmuchofthesupplyofAfricanlabouraspossible.Butunlikein

America,Europeanswouldnotenjoythepowertodevelopterritorialpresence

inAfrica.Theywouldinsteaddevelopmaritimetradingrelationswiththeslave

vendorstheyencounteredontheAfricancoast.Thesevendors,asDavidEltis

hasshown,didnotsubscribetoacontinent-wideidentity,liketheEuropeans

andwere,therefore,contenttoenslaveandsellpeoplefromwithintheirown

continent.10)UnlikeinAmerica,theEuropeanswouldnot,onthewhole,

establishlarge-scalemissionaryoperationsinAfricaduringtheperiodofthe

slavetrade.Theywouldnot,onthewholeextendthatmostimportantfeature

ofEuropeanculturalfreedom–Christianity,whichhadbeenextendedto

Amerindiansandhadpreventedtheirenslavement.Europeancolonistsin

Americawouldoftenbaptisetheirslaves.BecauseofEurope’shistoric

association ofChristianity and freedom,such baptism often brought

manumissioninthe17thcentury.Butbythe18thcentury,slavetradersand

ownersfixatedontheindelibleculturaldifferencesbetweenEuropeansand

AfricanstoperpetuateAfricanslaveryinAmerica.Again,curiously,thebelief

thatAfricanculturewasincapableofunderstandingthedifferencebetween

slaveryandfreedombecametheEuropeanjustificationforpurchasingenslaved

Africans.AsoneEnglishemployeeoftheRoyalAfricanCompany,SirDalby

Thomasstatedin1709oftheAfricanpeopledhehadencountered,‘[theyhave

no]knowledgeoflibertyandproperty,nothingbeingmorecommonthanthe

strongesttodisposeofandinslavetheweakest,mightistheirright.’11)Bythe

middleofthe18thcentury,theperceivedracialdifferencesbetweenAfricans

andEuropeanswouldbeusedtosupplantforreligiousorculturaldifferences.

10)DavidEltis,TheRiseofAfricanSlaveryintheAmericas,CambridgeUniversityPress,

2000.

11)ForSirDalbyThomasseeTheNationalArchives,Kew,GreatBritain,Treasury

Series,70:TheRecordsoftheRoyalAfricanCompany,T70/175,SirDalbyThomasto

theRoyalAfricanCompany,Nov.,26,1709,202.
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Thestrengthofthisculturalcohesionisalsorecordedbytheimportantinsight

thatitoverrodenationaleconomicinterests–asitwould havebeen

considerablycheapertoenslaveEuropeansineitherAfricaorAmerica,than

transportenslavedAfricansacrosstheoceanstoAmerica.12)

Inthebroadestpossibleway,then,itispossibletopositaconnection

betweentheextentofEuropeanintegration(inmultipleformats)andthe

extentofEurope’smoderninvolvementinslavery.TheprototypeforEuropean

integration,andthecreatorofsharedEuropeanculture,theRomanEmpire,

helpedtoexportslaverythroughoutEurope.TheEmpire’sconversionto

Christianityassistedtheculturalintegrationoftheseterritoriesandformulated

apowerfultraditionassociatingEuropeanidentitywithfreedomderivedfrom

Christianity.ItbecameculturallyproblematicforEuropeanstoenslaveone

another.TogetherwiththeincreasedEuropeancontactwithWestAfricaand

then,fromthelate15thcentury,theNorthandSouthAmericancontinents,

Europeansbecameconvincedoftheirsuperioritybecauseoftheirdiscoveryof

alternativecivilisations.Becauseofthisculturalsolidarity,theBlackDeaththat

createdthemostimportantcauseofslaveryinanysociety–chroniclabour

shortage,didnotleadtothere-establishmentofslaveryinEuropeinthe15th

century.Europeansdid,however,developthemodelforAmericanplantations

inItaliancontrolled-Cyprus,theSpanishcontrolled,CanaryIslandsandEnglish

controlled,Ireland.Buttheyeitherusednon-Europeans,ortheydidnotuse

slavelabourintheseearlyplantations.Onceslavelabourbecamethe

acknowledgedmeansofdevelopingtheEuropeaneconomiesofAmerica,

Europeanshadconsolidatedtheirtraditionalview thatslaverywasfor

non-Europeans,andbythe18thcenturyzenithoftheEuropeanslavetradeto

America,non-EuropeanmeantAfrican.Religiousthenmercantilist,national

competitionwithinEuropeescalatedthescaleofEuropeantradinginenslave

12)FortherecognitionofthecostbenefitsofenslavingEuropeansratherthanAfricans,

seeEltis,op.cit.,2000,p.70.
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AfricanstotheAmericas.ButthisfragmentationofEuropeancultureserved,

ultimately,tostrengthenthemaximthatEuropeanequalled‘free’.13)

3.ModernLiberalPoliticsandtheEntrenchmentof

AfricanSlaveryintheAmericas

Europeanidentitythereforefixatedonfreedom.Thisfreedomderivedfrom

Christianity.Bythe17thcentury,however,Europeansbegantodevelopliberal,

modern,civicidealsthatweretobecomethebackboneofEuropeanmodernity

andtheconstitutionaltraditionthatcontinuestoinformtheEuropeanUnion

anditsmemberstates.Naturalrightscametosubstituteforbeliefina

Christiangodastheculturaldeterminantsofpan-Europeanidentity.These

sameidealsprovedformativefortheentrenchmentofAfricanslaveryinthe

Americasinwaysthathavebeentoooftenignoredbyhistorians.

Thepan-EuropeanrenaissanceofinterestintheAncientworldproduceda

newversionofpoliticsinthe15thand16thcenturies.Ultimatelytheseideas

helpedtofractureEuropeanpoliticalidentity.Thesecularliturgyofthenation

stateinEuropeproducedanewscienceofpolitics,withNiccoloMachiavelli

leadingtheway.ButtheEuropeanencounterwithAmericaalsohelpedto

produceneweconomicopportunitiesthatgeneratednew,liberal,economiesthat

soughttosustaintheseopportunities.14)Thisliberalideologycross-fertilised

withMachiavellianinsightstoproduceapoliticalideologythatunderstoodthe

powerofasystemofgovernmentbasedonconsent.Theyprovided,inthefirst

instance,newpoliticalgroupingstochallengeabsolutistmonarchyinEuropean

13)SeveraloftheobservationsinthissyntheticparagraphderivefromDavidEltis,

op.cit.,at7(BlackDeath),at29(CanaryIslands).

14)SeeRobertBrenner,MerchantsandRevolution:CommercialChange,PoliticalConflict,and

London’sOverseasTraders,1550–1653,PrincetonUniversityPress,1993,p.684.
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nations,especiallyEnglandinthemid17thcentury,andthenthepowerof

thoseEuropeanstates’controlovertheirAmericancolonialholdings,aswith

theUnitedStateofAmerica.15)

Therisetoprominenceoftheseideals,however,andtheinstitutionsthey

buttress,playedaninstrumentalpartinthedevelopmentofAfricanslaveryin

theAmericas.MostEuropeanslave-tradingoperationsdevelopedtheirtrades

withthehelpofmonopolycompanies:theDutchwiththeDutchWestIndia

Company;theEnglishwiththeCompanyofRoyalAdventurersandthenthe

RoyalAfricanCompany;andtheFrenchGuineaCompanies.Theliberal

ideologygeneratedintheAtlanticworldhelpedtoadvanceoppositiontothese

monopolies,basedonmodern,liberal,civicidealsthatmodernEuropecontinues

tofixateupon.Thisoppositionprovedcriticaltoenlargingthescaleofthe

trans-AtlantictradeinenslavedAfricans.

ThecaseofEnglandprovidesthebestandpioneeringexample.Asaresult

oftheconstitutionalchangesofthe17thcentury,Englandabandonedabsolutist

monarchyandbegantocelebratedevolvedanddeliberativepoliticsasthebest

meanstoprotectthenaturalrightsofEnglishsubjects.Independentslave

tradersdeployedtheseargumentstoderegulatetheEnglishslavetrade.They

madetherighttotradeinslavescoevalwiththerighttopolitical

representation,therighttotrialbyjury,andtherighttohabeascorpus.

LobbyistsdeployedtheseidealsagainsttheRoyalAfricanCompany,whichhad

beengivenamonopolyoverEngland’stradewithAfrica,includingthetrade

inslaves,forathousandyears,byKingCharlesIIin1672.

TheGloriousRevolutiondeprivedtheRoyalAfricanCompanyoftheroyal

politicalsupportthatsustaineditsbusinessandalsoproducedadministrative

15)Themosteloquentandcompellingintroductiontotheriseofliberalpoliticsand

economicsthatthesetwoparagraphscontaincanbefoundintheworkofJoyce

Appleby.Seeespecially,IdeologyandEconomicThoughtinSeventeenthCenturyEngland,

PrincetonUniversityPress,1978.
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andculturalreformsthatprovidedaplatformforoppositiontothecompany’s

monopolyandanarenawhichfavouredthem.Asaresultofplacingparliament

atthecentreofthemanagementoftheEnglisheconomy,moreefficient

politicalmeansexistedtohelpnewinterestgroupsfurthertheireconomic

ambitions.TheAfricanCompany’sopponentsusedthesenew,deliberative,and

outward-lookinginstitutionslikethereformedParliamenttoadvancetheir

economicinterests.Thehighlypoliticizedandinstitutionallypluralistworldof

thepost-1688constitutionalsettlementsawthecompanytarredasadeplorable

relicofabygoneage,whiletheindependentslavetraderswhoopposedthe

companyexpressedeveryBritishsubjects’righttotrade.TheGlorious

Revolution,whichestablishedmodernBritishpolitics,helpedtoincreasethe

capacityoftheEnglishslavetradebyatleastthreehundredpercentand

allowedfortheprovisionofanadequatesupplyofenslavedAfricanstothe

NorthAmericanmainland(whichtheAfricanCompanyhadneglected)as

independentslavetradersprioritisedthetobaccocoloniesthere.Inthisway,a

revolutionassociatedwithaDeclarationofRightscelebratingthe‘indubitable

rightsandlibertiesofthepeople’thereforeprovedinstrumentalinthe

developmentofanopentradeinhumanbeings.16)

AlthoughconceivedinEurope,theseliberalidealsbegantooperate

transatlanticallyinthe18thcentury.Theyreflectedinstitutionalchangesthat

16)Forafullerexpositionofthewaysinwhichliberalpoliticaleconomyassistedthe

developmentofBritain’ssupremecontributiontothetrans-Atlanticslavetradesee

William APettigrew,“FreetoEnslave:PoliticsandtheEscalationofBritain’s

TransatlanticSlaveTrade,1688-1714”,WilliamandMaryQuarterly,3rdseries,Vol.

64,No.1,Jan,2007,pp.3-38.ForanintroductiontoParliament’sroleinthe

escalation ofBritain’stransatlanticslavetradeseeWilliam A.Pettigrew,

“ParliamentandtheEscalationoftheSlaveTrade,1690-1714”,StephenFarrell,

MelanieUnwin,andJamesWalvin(eds.),TheBritishSlaveTrade:Abolition,

ParliamentandPeople,ParliamentaryHistoryVol.26,2007,Supplement.Seealso

Pettigrew,Freedom’sDebt:PoliticsandtheCausesofAmericaSlavery,1672-1752,

UniversityofNorthCarolinaPress,forthcoming.
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broughttheAmericancoloniesclosertotheirEuropeanmother-countries.An

increasinglyinclusivetransatlanticpoliticalsystem victimizedtheAfrican

CompanyandthethousandsofextraAfricansenslavedasaresultofthe

monopolycompany’sdemise.Thepartialdevolutionofoverseascommercial

initiativetoitsmerchantpractitionersandtheincreasedinvolvementofthe

provincialandcolonialperipheriesinthemetropolitanpoliticalprocessproved

tobecrucialtotheliberalisationoftheEnglishslavetrade.Thistradepivoted

onadecentredAtlanticmomentwhen,duringthelatteryearsofthe

seventeenthcentury,BritishAmericaninterestsengineeredtransatlanticpolitical

changestoexpandtheirAtlanticeconomy.Similaranti-monopolymovements

whichcelebrated‘laissez-faire’gatheredpaceinFranceandintheNetherlands,

butnotuntillaterinthe18thcentury.Theearlierrisetoprominenceofthese

civicideals:thecelebrationofindividualrights;representativegovernment,and,

marketeconomics,inEnglandensuredthatBritainshippedmoreslavesacross

theAtlanticthananyotherEuropeannationinthe18thcentury.Whatstarted

inEnglandbecame,bythemiddleofthe18th centuryapan-European

phenomenon.Duringthesecondhalfofthe18thcentury,free-trading

Europeanslavershugelyescalatedthescaleofhumantraffickingacrossthe

Atlantic.

Inthisway,liberalideology,politicalreform andthedecentralisationof

authorityhelpedtoescalatethetransatlanticslavetradeandthescaleof

AfricanslaveryintheNewWorld.Thepoliticalandconstitutionalmilestones

thatweassociatewithmodernityandthosethattheEuropeanUnioncontinues

toholdaloftasthepanaceasfortheworld’sills,playedaninstrumentalpart

in escalating thetrans-Atlanticslavetrade.From AncientGreece,to

contemporaryMoldovaandUkraine,wherehumantraffickinghasbeen

re-establishedafterthefalloftheUSSR,slaveryandslavetradinghasalways

enjoyedaprofitablyrelationshipwithpoliticaldecentralisation.Democracyhas

hadasuglyaformativerelationshipwithslaveryasithashad,morerecently,
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withethniccleansing.17)

4.TheDevelopmentofModernEuropean

Cosmopolitanism andtheAbolitionofSlavery

Suchliberalidealsandtransatlanticpoliticalpartnershipswerealsoatthe

heartofthechangesthatproducedthemovementtoabolishthetradein

enslavedAfricansandslaveryitself– anintellectualandpoliticalcrusadeborn

ofadistinctivelyEuropeancontext.Wecanassociatemanyoftheseliberal

politicalandeconomicidealswith17thcenturyEngland.Theybegantoinspire

intellectualcommentinEuropeinthe18thcenturyaspartofthepan-European

enlightenment.Theenlightenment’scontributiontoabolitionistthinkingwas,

atbest,ambiguous,asDavidBrionDavislongagonoted.Theenlightenment

underminedslaveryintwoimportantways.Firstslaveryobstructedtherouteto

humanhappinessbyfetteringindividualaction.Theenlightenmentalsonoted

thatslaverypreventedtherealisationofsocietalbenefitsasitimpeded

individualeconomicincentivesandcontradictedman’snecessitytoempathise

withfellowmaninaproperlyfunctioningsociety.18)ButDavisalsorecordsthe

enlightenment’sintellectualsupportfortheperpetuationofslavery:“The

secularenlightenment… containedcountervailingtendencieswhichencouraged

thedefenseofNegroslaveryongroundsofutility,racialinferiority,ethical

relativism,orthepresumedrationalityofwealth-givinginstitutions.”19)The

17)FortheconnectionsbetweendemocracyandethniccleansingseeMichaelMann,The

DarkSideofDemocracy,CambridgeUniversityPress,2005.

18)DavidBrionDavis,TheProblemofSlaveryinWesternCulture,CornellUniversityPress,

1966,p.412,433.

19)DavidBrionDavis,TheProblemofSlaveryintheAgeofRevolution,CornellUniversity

Press,1975,p.48.
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pan-Europeanenlightenment’scontributiontoabolitionism appearsmore

ambivalentthanliberalism’scontributiontotheescalationoftheslavetrade.

Thesealternativeeffectsofenlightenmentthoughtonslaverydifferedonthe

Western(American)andEastern(European)sidesoftheAtlanticOcean.The

developmentofanexceptionalistEuropeanidentitydidmuchtoassistthe

maturationofapoliticallycredibleabolitioniststruggleinEurope.Although

Denmarkabolishedslaveryearliest,Britainhelpedtore-establishEurope’s

deep-rootedconnectionswithantislaveryideasasaresultofitscivilwarwith

thecolonistsinBritishNorthAmerica.OncenewAmericannationsstates

formedfrom EuropeancoloniesinAmerica,boththenewstatesandthe

mothercountryfacedchallengestotheiridentities– howtodefinethemselves

asseparatefromtheirculturalforebears.ThiswasespeciallytrueforBritain.

Longtrumpetinganempireofliberty,theBritishEmpire’scontestwiththe

AmericanrevolutionariesencouragedBritaintorealisethefullpotentialofits

fetishforlibertybyseveringitstieswithslavery,whiledismissingthenew

AmericannationstateasbuiltontherottenfoundationsofAfricanslave

labour.TheAmericanWarofIndependencedidmuchtoassistBritish

abolitionism,asChristopherLBrownhasshown.20)

InBritain,fromthelateeighteenthcenturyonwards,Africanslaverywas

thereforesomethingthathappenedinAmericanotEurope.Americanscholarly

workonthedevelopmentofslaveryhas,becauseofitsobsessionwiththe

historyofracism,largelyembracedthisview.Theissueofslaverybecamea

sourceofcontentionbetweenseparatismCreolemovements,suchasthatledby

ThomasJefferson,inthecoloniesandtheirmothercountries:theBritish

author,SamuelJohnson,couldfamouslyaskwhy‘weheartheloudestyelpsfor

libertyfromthedriversofnegroes’becauseofagrowingculturalcondescension

from freedom-lovingEuropeanstotheirCreole,slaveholdingequivalentsin

20)Brown,op.cit.
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America.Slaverybecamethecentreofabroaderdisputeaboutconflicting

EuropeanandAmericanidentities.ThomasJefferson,forexamplerespondedin

hisNotesontheStateofVirginia(1787),toEuropeancondescensionfrom

enlightenmentEuropeanthinkersliketheFrenchComtedeBuffonwho

suggestedthatAmerica’sinferiornaturalendowmenthadledtoadegeneration

ofitsanimalspecies,includinghumanbeings,andespeciallyAmerica’snative

andAfricanpopulation.Thesuccessfulindependencemovementsthatbecame

BrazilandtheUnitedStatesofAmericawentontocontinueslavery,while

thosethatremainedwithinthedomainofEuropeanpower,liketheBritish

Caribbeanislands,endedslavery.SlaverywasanAmericanphenomenon,while

Europeanspridedthemselvesontheirabolitioniststatutesandtheirseemingly

disinterestedattemptstosuppressothernation’sslavetrades.21)

ThesenewAmericannationstates,andtheirliberalpoliticaltraditions,

helpedtocementtheassociationbetweenliberalpoliticsandtheperpetuation

ofslaveryinwaysthathavebecomeemblematicforAmericanidentity.22)How

canweexplainthisshiftintheEuropeancontext?Howcanweaccountforthe

changingroleoftheseidealsinassistingandthenendingAfricanslaveryinthe

Americas?Another,crucial18thcenturyinsighthelpedtoensurethatthey

wouldnotendorseslaveryforlong:thatidealwasandis,inaverygeneralised

sense,cosmopolitanism.Itwastheabsenceofacosmopolitanoutlookthat

allowedEuropeanstore-inventslaveryintheAmericas.Thecreationofaracial

category–theEuropean,andthereificationoftheAmericanand,inparticular,

theAfrican,allowedtherequisite‘other’whowouldbethevictim of

enslavement,justasthereifiedAfricanwhobenefitedfromtheslavetrade

21)ThebestsinglevolumeaccountoftheriseandfallofAfricanslaveryintheAtlantic

worldisDavidBrionDavis’s,InhumanBondage:TheRiseandFallofSlaveryinthe

NewWorld,OxfordUniversityPress,2006.

22)FortheclassicdiscussionofthisAmericanparadoxseeEdmundMorgan,American

Slavery:AmericanFreedom,Norton,1975,pp.4-5.
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would,untilthemiddleofthe20thcentury,bepartlyblamedfortheslave

trade,eventhoughthisinsightforgetstheabsenceofapan-Africanidentityin

Africaduringtheperiodoftheslavetradeand,tosomeextent,today.

ThepioneersofthisantislaverycosmopolitanismweretheQuakers.Extreme

ProtestantswithambivalentattitudestotheEnglishnationstate,theQuakers

developedanabolitionistlogicwithpowerful,moralconnotations.Theyalso

developedthetransatlantic,andtransnational,cosmopolitanpoliticalnetworks

tobringtheissueofslaverytotheforeinthemainstreampoliticalprocess.

RomanticthinkerslikeWilliamBlake,whocelebratedthealtruistic‘manof

feeling’whowishedtoendAfricansuffering,andanewbreedofevangelical

Anglicans,includingWilliamWilberforce,helpedtousetheirpoliticalcapital

toencouragetheBritishnationtoidentifytheendingofslaveryintheBritish

EmpirewithapurificationofBritishmorals.ThediscoveryofAfrican

humanity,asBlake’simage records,allowed forthe perception of

cosmopolitanismthatencouragedthecivicidealsofEuropetounderminerather

thansupporttheslavetradeandslavery.ForEuropeancosmopolitanism

allowedEuropeans,forthefirsttime,toviewAfricansashumanbeings,not

goods.TheEuropeanacknowledgementofAfricanhumanitynotedhow

Africans,likeEuropeans,borerights,byvirtueoftheirhumanity.Forthefirst

timetheparadoxofidealsconnectingfreedomtoslaverybecameclearfor

Europeanstoseeandmorallyunacceptableandthereforeapoliticalmovement

toabolishtheslavetradeemergedthroughoutEurope.

Thiscosmopolitanismcouldnot,however,preventtheEuropeanconquestof

Africaduringthecenturyafterabolition.Theslavetradehadbeenareflection

ofAfricanstrength,itsabolition,ironically,ledtheEuropeanpowerstoshow

moreofaninterestinAfricanterritorybeyondthecoastline.Itwouldleadthe

EuropeanstoseektoandsucceedinweakeningAfricansovereignty.Theideals

associatedwiththemovementtoendslaveryprovidedafigleaffor19th

centuryimperialismthatwouldendureuntiltheSecondWorldWar.They
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wouldalsoinform theprocessthatledtothesubsequentcreationofthe

European Union and the separate African nation-states themselves

(developmentsthatoccurredsimultaneouslyinthe1950sand60s).Nonetheless,

the18thcenturydevelopmentofcosmopolitanism,initsbroadestsense,proved

pivotaltotheuniversalrealisationofthecivicidealsthathad,beforethen,

operatedwithinnational,notinternationalframeworks.23)

5.Conclusions

PlacingthisbroadnarrativeabouttheriseandfallofAfricanslaveryinthe

AmericasintotothecontextofanevenbroaderhistoryofEuropeanintegration

andEuropeanpoliticalidealsprovidesanumberofinsightsformodernEurope

toponder.First,ifwearetoorganiseEuropearoundacivicidentitythat

subscribestocivicidealsaswellastocosmopolitanism,wemustbereadyto

notethoseideals’culpabilityinthedevelopmentfirstofslaveryandthen,of

racism.Theshiftfrommonarchicalsovereigntytopeople’ssovereigntyatthe

turnofthe18thcenturyhelpedtodevelopthetrans-Atlanticslavetradeand

entrenchAfricanslaveryintheAmericas,justastheirroleinslavery’sending

helpedendorsethereputationofthesecivicidealsthroughoutthe19thand

20thcenturiesanduptotoday.Duringthecourseoftheeighteenthcentury,

freedom acquiredeconomicandhumanitarianmeaningstoaddtoits17th

centurypoliticaldefinition.Theseadditionshelpedtounderminetheconnection

betweenliberalism andslavery.Allofthedefinitionsofslaverybecame

determinantsofmodernity.Theseliberalideologies:thecelebrationofindividual

rights;representativegovernment,and,lateron,marketeconomicsremainat

thecentreoftheEuropeanUnion’spoliticalcreedanditsidentity.Theyallow,

23)FortheobservationthattheAfricanslavetraderesultedfromAfricanstrengthnot

weaknessseeEltis,op.cit.,2000,p.356.
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aswiththeUnitedStatesofAmerica,acosmopolitancommunitytoachieve

culturalsolidarityviasubscriptiontothesesharedcivicideals.Theseideals

becamestandardisedforthenationstatesoftheEuropeanUnion,indeed

subscriptiontothemremainsaconditionofmembership.Theycame,however,

toplayaroleinthedevelopmentofAfricanslaveryinAmericaaswellastheir

better-understoodcontributiontoEuropeanabolitionism.Wemusttherefore

notethehistorictensionsbetweenthesecivicidealsandcosmopolitanism.These

ideals:thecelebrationofindividualrights;representativegovernment,and,

marketeconomics,are,tosomeextent,beingchallengedbytheeconomic

successofundemocraticChina.TheirpartindevelopingAfricanslaveryoffers

additionalreasonstobecarefulnottocelebratetheirutilityinanunthinking,

ahistoricalmanner.

Second,theEuropeanUnionhas,liketheUnitedStates,wilfullyignoredthe

discussionofthefar-fetchedbutpoliticallychargedissueofreparationsfor

slavery.Re-orientatingthedebateaboutthispertinentissuearoundthecauses

ratherthantheeffectsofslaverywillhelptheEuropeanUniontoadvance

discussioninawaythatassistsitsavowedcelebrationofcivicidealsand

cosmopolitanism.DespiteEurope’spenetrationoftheAfricaninteriorduring

thesecondhalfofthe19thcentury,African-Americanslaveswhosoughttheir

freedominthe19thcentury,oftenlookedtoenlightenedEuropeforsupport.

Oneofthemosteloquentofthem,FrederickDouglass,touredGreatBritainas

partofasuccessfulbidtopreventtheUKinterveningintheAmericanCivil

Waragainsttheanti-slaveryUnion.FrictionbetweentheUnitedStatesof

AmericaandUSSRalsohelpedtoadvancethecauseofcivilrightsforthe

descendantsofslavesinAmerica.Amoreopen,historicallyinformeddiscussion

oftheissueofreparationswillperhapshelp,however,provideanopportunity

tocementthebondsoffriendshipbetweenEurope,America,andAfrica,as

WilliamBlakedesiredanddepicted.Suchadiscussionwouldhelpdisputethose

whohaveviewedtheconsensusaroundthesecivicidealsaspartofanew
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imperialdispensation.24)Third,regardingpoliticaldecentralisationandslavery.

Humantraffickingisthefastestgrowingcriminalindustryintheworldwitha

globalannualmarketofabout15billiondollars.Thisindustryisbecominga

majorconcernwithintheEuropeanUnionandhas,again,apronounced

Europeandimension.ThebreakupoftheSovietUnionhasledtoaresurgence

ofhumantraffickinginEasternEurope.WesternEuropeanstateshavebeen

destinationsformanyofthesepeople.Afullerappreciationoftheconnections

(historicalandcontemporary)betweenpoliticaldecentralisationandslave

tradingwillhelpinformEuropeanpolicyontheissue.25)

Stressingthepartplayedbyslaveryinthelongprocessofgenerating

Europeanidentityoffersessentialcorrectivestoasmug-panEuropeansenseof

detachmentfrom thesinsofslavery.Inamuch-anticipatedspeechtothe

HouseofCommonsthatwasdesignedtosetthetoneforBritain’sbicentennial

oftheabolitionstatutein2007,BritishPrimeMinisterTonyBlairexpressed

‘ourdeepsorrow’aboutBritishinvolvementinthetrans-Atlanticslavetrade

onbehalfoftheBritishgovernment.Blairstoppedshortofafullapologyto

avoidacceptingresponsibility.Blairdeployedamodicumofreflectiontobegin

thelongprocessofatonement.Hewonderedwhyitwasthattheslavetrade

emergedatatimewhen‘thecapitalsofEuropeandAmericachampionedthe

EnlightenmentofMan’.Ratherthanconfrontthiswell-posedconundrumhead

on,however,Blairwasquicktoretreatintoafamiliartruismandrushtothe

defenceofEuropeanmodernity:‘Racism,nottheRightsofMan,drovethe

horrorsofthetriangulartrade’.Butmodernity,andtheEuropean,liberal

24)ForananthologyofreparationistwritingssinceemancipationseeMichaelT.Marton

andMarilynYaquinto,eds.RedressforHistoricalInjusticesintheUnitedStates:On

ReparationsforSlavery,JimCrown,andTheirLegacies,DukeUniversityPress,2007.

25)FortherecentdevelopmentofhumantraffickinginEuropeandthescaleofthe

globalproblemseeAudreyGuichonandChristienVanderAnker,Traffickingfor

ForcedLabourinEuropeReportonaStudyintheUK,Ireland,theCzeckRepublic,and

Portugal,AntislaveryInternational,November2006,3.
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politicalinstitutionsandideologiesthatdefineit,losethisdefence.The‘rights

ofman’contributedasmuchtotheescalationoftheslavetradeastheydid

toitsabolition.SlaveryisasmuchaproblemforEuropeanidentityasitisfor

American.Itisasmuchaproblemforliberalmodernityasitisforanancient,

unreformed,mythicalpast.26)

26)HansardHC(HouseofCommons),MinisterialStatements,Nov.28,2006,col.103ws.
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국문 초록

우유부단한 수용:노예와 유럽 

정체성의 관계

WilliamA.Pettigrew

본 논문은 고대 시기부터 오늘날까지 유럽 정체성 형성과 노예제의

관계를 살펴본다.노예제는 아메리카 정체성의 형성만큼이나 유럽 정

체성에 커다란 영향을 끼쳤다.이 둘의 관계는 세 가지 시기로 구분할

수 있는데 우선 기독교와 중세의 자유 개념으로부터 파생된 유럽 정체

성은 유럽인들이 다른 유럽인들을 노예로 삼는 것에 대한 문화적 걸림

돌이 되었다.둘째,유럽의 근대 자유주의의 정치적 이상은 아메리카

대륙에서 아프리카 노예제의 형성과 폐지에 있어서 중요한 역할을 맡

았다.마지막으로 유럽 세계주의는 노예제 철폐에 있어서 유럽 전체의

계몽운동이 달성한 집합적인 성과보다도 더 크게 기여했다.나아가 본

논문은 유럽 정체성 형성의 핵심적인 결정요소로서 노예제의 정체성

만들기 작업이 오늘날 유럽 정체성 변화를 가져올 수 있는 방식들을

논한다.
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