Appendix 4 : The tagging guidelines

The guidelines given in this appendix are identical to the final set of tagging
guidelines that were devised during the phase of manual tagging discussed in Chapter
4, with two exceptions. Firstly, they have been reformatted somewhat in terms of
heading numbering, page numbers, and so on, to bring them into line with the
remainder of this document. Secondly, the actual guidelines also contain a “ready
reference” listing of the tags. Since this is identical to the listing given (with
interspersed commentary) in the first part of the document, I have not repeated it.

The content of the guidelines largely recapitulates information given in
Chapters 3 and 4 of this thesis, but there are also some details that are not mentioned
there, and of course many more examples of the various categories. The text is written
with the intended audience of an informant performing manual tagging, and the style
has kept as simple and lucid as possible. The guidelines are in keeping with the U1
version of the tagset, since that was the one used by the manual taggers.

The tagging guidelines are divided into two broad sections: a description of
the tagset (starting on the next page), and a section of guidelines discussing “how to

tag” and some problematic areas (starting on page 449).
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Tagset Definition: the Ul Tagset

The following is a description of the U1 tagset for use with Urdu texts and
corpora. In the tables that list the tags, the first column gives the description of the
tag, the second column gives an example of a word that would take that tag if one is
deemed necessary, and the third column gives the tag. For tags that can only apply to
a very few words, all the words it can apply to are listed. There are less than 400 tags.

Most Urdu words in this document are written in Perso-Arabic characters.
However, some have been written in Latin characters. The transliteration system used
should be fairly straightforward, but a full description of it can be provided if

necessary.

A4.1 Nouns

Tags for nouns begin with the letter N, for example NNMMIN, NPUF10.

A4.1.1 Common versus proper nouns

A proper noun is a “name” — i.e. it refers to one or more particular things,
people or places, for instance PRI . A common noun is not a name — it refers to one
or more members of a class of things, for instance 551, The second character of the
tag indicates whether a noun is common (N) or Proper (e.g. NPUMIN, NNMMIN).

You can have two proper nouns in a row quite commonly — e.g. a person’s

first name and surname, or place names like “New Zealand” or islam abad.
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A4.1.2 Gender

Nouns can be marked or unmarked, and masculine or feminine. Whether a
noun is “marked” or “unmarked” has to do with what kind of affixes get added to it to

form the plural. For example:

~352 rhpayah (marked masculine)
45 ghar (unmarked masculine)
2 baccl (marked feminine)
S yiab (unmarked feminine)

Marked masculine nouns change the —a ending to —€ to form the plural.
Marked feminine nouns change the -1/ —iya ending to —iya~. Unmarked masculine
nouns stay the same in the nominative plural, and unmarked feminine nouns add the
ending —€~. Nouns which follow a pluralisation pattern borrowed from another
language (e.g. Arabic “broken” plurals, or English plurals ending in —s) are also
treated as unmarked.

The ending on the singular is not a 100% reliable guide because there are
some nouns ending in —a and —1 which are not marked nouns (often these words are
borrowed from Persian, Arabic or Sanskrit — lots of names are like this). However the
relationship between a noun and its plural will always tell you whether it is marked or
unmarked.

A small number of nouns have both marked and unmarked plurals — for
example, the originally Arabic noun masaalah has a marked (NNMM2N) plural

maslé and an unmarked (NNUM2N) plural masail. The singular should be treated as
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marked (i.e. masaalah NNMMIN).

The Marked / Unmarked distinction is indicated in the third character of the
tag. So: NNMMIN is marked, NNUMIN is not. The fourth character of the tag
indicates the gender: NNMMIN is Masculine, NNMF 1N is Feminine.

Some proper nouns (names) can be applied to both men and women (e.g.
surnames). Nouns like this should be tagged as masculine if they refer to a man, and

feminine if they refer to a woman.

A4.1.3 Number

Nouns can be singular (e.g. “#8=) or plural (e.g. =3+ ). This is indicated by
the fifth character of the tag, which is a 1 or a 2: NNMMIN is singular, NNMM2N is
plural. Note that unmarked masculine nouns look the same in the plural as the

singular, so you must decide from the context what the number is.

Ad4.1.4 Case

Nouns have three cases, Nominative, Oblique and Vocative. Nominative is the
“normal” case; oblique occurs before postpositions; vocative is used when the noun is
being “addressed”. Note that for many nouns some of the forms look the same, e.g.

nominative plural and oblique singular.

55 , =S4 laRka, laRke (nominative singular/plural)
=S58 LSy laRk&, laRko~ (oblique singular/plural)
=S4 , 54 laRke, 1aRko (vocative singular/plural)
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Case is indicated by N, O or V as the last letter of the tag: e.g. NNMMIN,

NNMMI10, NNMMI1V.

A4.1.5 The tags for nouns

Description Example Tag
Common marked masculine singular nominative 15 L] NNMM1N
noun -
Common marked masculine singular oblique noun ;:1..] NNMM10
Common marked masculine singular vocative L
oo S5 NNMM1V
Common marked masculine plural nominative L
oo S5 NNMM2N
Common marked masculine plural oblique noun ijJ NNMM20
Common marked masculine plural vocative noun 3SJJ NNMM2V
Common marked feminine singular nominative L5
Com 35 NNMF1N
Common marked feminine singular oblique noun Lj:',.;} NNMF10
Common marked feminine singular vocative noun H:',.L} NNMF1V
Common marked feminine plural nominative noun | 4 ij% NNMF2N
Common marked feminine plural oblique noun u_g—jj% NNMF20
Common marked feminine plural vocative noun 37}:5% NNMF2V
Common unmarked masculine singular .
nominative noun L"'_‘Lm NNUM1N
Common unmarked masculine singular oblique .
oo sl | NNUM10
Common unmarked masculine singular vocative .
o sl | NNUM1Y
Common unmarked masculine plural nominative .
om ol | NNUM2N
Common unmarked masculine plural oblique noun u_HJLtLi NNUM20
C ked line plural ti .
¢ ;Emon unmarked masculine plural vocative A Ld:u NNUM2V
Common unmarked feminine singular nominative e NNUF1N
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noun

Common unmarked feminine singular oblique

noun B, NNUF10
Common unmarked feminine singular vocative .

noun B, o NNUF1V
Common unmarked feminine plural nominative i NNUF2N

noun :

Common unmarked feminine plural oblique noun Ll.ﬁ""[:-" NNUF20
Common unmarked feminine plural vocative noun &-‘-r" NNUF2V
Propelr marked masculine singular nominative NPMMAN
noun

Proper marked masculine singular oblique noun NPMM10
Proper marked masculine singular vocative noun NPMM1V
Proper marked masculine plural nominative noun NPMM2N
Proper marked masculine plural oblique noun NPMM20
Proper marked masculine plural vocative noun NPMM2V
Proper marked feminine singular nominative noun NPMF1N
Proper marked feminine singular oblique noun NPMF10
Proper marked feminine singular vocative noun NPMF1V
Proper marked feminine plural nominative noun NPMF2N
Proper marked feminine plural oblique noun NPMF20
Proper marked feminine plural vocative noun NPMF2V
Proper unmarked masculine singular nominative

noun NPUM1N
Proper unmarked masculine singular oblique noun NPUM10
Proper unmarked masculine singular vocative

noun NPUM1V
Proper unmarked masculine plural nominative

noun NPUM2N
Proper unmarked masculine plural oblique noun NPUM20
Proper unmarked masculine plural vocative noun NPUM2V
Proper unmarked feminine singular nominative NPUE1N

noun

! Intentionally, no examples are given for proper nouns, since they exist in a great variety. Proper

nouns which are marked seem to be very rare, but do exist (e.g. Sabuhi).
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Proper unmarked feminine singular oblique noun NPUF10
Proper unmarked feminine singular vocative noun NPUF1V
Proper unmarked feminine plural nominative noun NPUF2N
Proper unmarked feminine plural oblique noun NPUF20
Proper unmarked feminine plural vocative noun NPUF2V
A4.2 Verbs

There are 113 tags for verbs. All verbal tags begin with V. The second
character of a verb tag indicates whether it is a lexical verb (V), a general auxiliary
verb (X), or a special auxiliary verb (some other character).

A small group of lexical verbs can act as general auxiliary verbs. They have
tags beginning in VX. They are discussed below.

The special auxiliary verbs have tags beginning with VR, VG, VC, VH, and so
on. They are classes of one word or a few words only. They are discussed in a

separate section at the end of the section on verbs.

A4.2.1 Lexical verbs

Lexical verbs occur in a number of inflected forms. The vast majority of verbs

are lexical verbs. They have tags beginning in VV. The third character indicates

which form the verb is in: 0 (zero) for root, N for infinitive, T for imperfective

participle, Y for perfective participle, S for subjunctive, and I for imperative.

414




A4.2.1.1 The root

The root of the verb can occur without any affixes. Since this only has one

form, there is only one tag.

Description

Example

Tag (Roman)

Root form lexical verb

L‘J_a_u

VV0

A4.2.1.2 The infinitive

Tags for verb infinitives start in VVN. Infinitives can be used as verbs or as

verbal nouns. The last three characters show gender (4™ character: M or F), number

(5" character: 1 or 2) and case (6™ character: N or O). But you should note that “case”

only applies when the infinitive is masculine singular. When the infinitive is feminine

or masculine plural, the last character should be left out.

Description Example Tag
Infinitive lexical verb, masculine singular .
nominative Liiee VVNM1N
Infinitive lexical verb, masculine singular oblique :‘-‘-‘-U VVNM10
Infinitive lexical verb, masculine plural s
nominative — VVNM2
Infinitive lexical verb, feminine singular S8 i
nominative VVNF1
Infinitive lexical verb, feminine plural nominative t_;‘-‘-‘-” VVNF2
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A4.2.1.3 The participles

Urdu has two participles, the imperfective and the perfective. These can occur

with an auxiliary such as =* after them, or alone. The perfective tags start in VVY

and the imperfective tags in VVT.

Like adjectives, the tags for participles have characters for gender (4™

character: M or F), number (5" character: 1 or 2) and case (6th character: N or O).

There is an important difference between adjectives and participles. Adjectives

have the same form for the feminine singular and feminine plural. While some

feminine plural participles can end in s like a feminine singular participle, some end

nu .

Description Example Tag

11;\,/::;;2?;,11261 :;?f;liz Erblomlna.twe) 1mperfect1v€ Fi ey VVTM1N
i\é[;scc;lilr;er ljungular oblique imperfective participle i VVTM10
i\;[;isccilgéer 1tf)lural (nominative) imperfective participle i VVTM2N
i\;[;isccililléer 1tf)lural oblique imperfective participle i VVTM20
ii?::lu\l,z rsgngular (nominative) imperfective participle U_*L‘_‘_,_, VVTFIN
ii?;:lu\llz rsgngular oblique imperfective participle U_*L‘_‘_,_, VWTE10
Ferpinine plural (nominative) imperfective participle tf‘h"'u ’ VVTE2N
lexical verb Siley

S:;Einine plural oblique imperfective participle lexical U_*;_‘_‘_u VVTF20
i\;[;isccilgéer bsmgular (nominative) perfective participle Gy VVYMIN
Iv\/ierl]iculine singular oblique perfective participle lexical JET VVYM10
Masculine plural (nominative) perfective participle o VVYM2N

lexical verb
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Masculine plural oblique perfective participle lexical .

o S | VWYM20
Feminine singular (nominative) perfective participle :

lexical verb o VVYFIN
Feminine singular oblique perfective participle lexical :

verb o VVYF10
Feminine plural (nominative) perfective participle o , VVYE2N
lexical verb 1l

Feminine plural oblique perfective participle lexical :

o S| VWYF20
A4.2.1.4 The subjunctive

The tags for subjunctive verbs start with VVS. They do not have a character
for gender. Instead they have a character for “person” This works as follows: I am the

first person, you are the second person, and he/she/it is the third person. Verbs that go

with W or # are tagged as first person, verbs with go with < or ¢ are tagged as

second person, and so on.

Verb forms which agree with < are tagged as third person plural forms in the

subjunctive. *¥' always agrees with the third person plural form of the verb.

The fourth letter of the subjunctive tags is based on the pronoun that the verb

agrees with: M for W*, T for -*, or V for ®% . Note that the M here does not mean

masculine! The fifth letter shows number ( 1 for singular or 2 for plural, as before).

Description Example Tag
First person singular subjunctive lexical verb Uy VVSM1
First person plural subjunctive lexical verb i VVSM2
Second person singular subjunctive lexical verb i VVST1
Second person plural subjunctive lexical verb gEvEr VVST2
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Third person singular subjunctive lexical verb i VVSVA1

Third person plural subjunctive lexical verb B e VVSV2

A4.2.1.5 The imperative

The tags for the imperative (command or request forms) start in VVI. They
end in T1 for the form that goes with #i, T2 for the form that goes with tum, and A for
the form that goes with @p. Note that the VVIT1 form looks just like the root form

(VVO0), and the VVIT2 looks just like the second person plural subjunctive form

(VVST2).

Description Examples Tag
Second person singular imperative lexical verb o VVIT1
Second person singular imperative lexical verb LEUET VVIT2
Second person honorific imperative lexical verb iy VVIA
A4.2.2 General auxiliary verbs

A small number of verbs can be used as “general auxiliaries”. General
auxiliaries occur in verb phrases which have two verbs together, where neither verb is
a “special auxiliary” (see below). The first is in the root form and carries most of the
meaning. The second can be in any form and adds only a “shade” to the meaning of
the first. This second verb is called a general auxiliary. Examples are Lt i LS .
All verbs that can be general auxiliaries can be lexical verbs as well, if they

occur outside this two-verb phrase. These verbs are tagged with VV tags if they are

lexical and VX tags if they are acting as general auxiliaries.
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General auxiliaries are defined as those which follow a lexical verb in its root

form. If you have a two-verb construction where the first verb (the one that carries
most of the meaning) is not in the root form, then the second verb is not a general
auxiliary.

There are two special cases:

o the verb B> forms the passive when it is preceded by the perfective participle of a

lexical verb. When

is used in this way, tag it as a general auxiliary.

e When the root of a lexical verb is followed by S , tag 5 as a general auxiliary.

Note that only the root form 55 can ever be a general auxiliary, and t58 is not an

auxiliary verb in any case other than this.

Most of the verbs which can act as general auxiliaries are listed below (other

than “o° ). The list is still open. If you think you see an example of a verb not on this

list acting as a general auxiliary, you should report the example and the verb may be

added to the list.
sakna LS
cukna LS
paRna L%y
uThna Lmj.;
déna Lias
Dalna Lt
guzarna L;_;,_-S

pana
jana
nikalna
baiThna
leéna

rakhna

calna
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It is rare to have two general auxiliaries in a row but it can happen.

The tags for general auxiliary verbs are exactly the same as for lexical verbs,

except that they start with VX instead of VV. A full list follows below.

Description Example Tag
Root form general auxiliary verb :;.71 VX0
illlrigr:llit;\rfi %f:lliiri[li j:thary verb, masculine I :'.- 3 VXNMAN
illlrfgllit;\r/i) ﬁircllir:l auxiliary verb, masculine i j 3 VXNM10
lllr(l)f;lnniﬁ;\;fvieneral auleTary verb, mas.cu'hne 'plural i :b 3 VXNM2
lllr(l)f;lnniﬁ;\;fvieneral auleTary verb, feanTne singular U_‘ :b 3 VXNF1
lllr(l)f;lnnillz;\;fvie‘neral aux111a1:y V.erb, f"emlmne }.)lural U_‘ :'.u 3 VXNF2
parieiple senetal awiiry vt | 532 | VXTMIN
Ig\/iiiil;}lgs )(sillrilagrli}ege(r)]‘;)llque. imperfective participle = j 3 VXTM10
sl ety vt | &3 | VXTM2N
Ig\/éiicrzilzsxfﬁ?;i sl;ilquue imperfective participle = j 3 VXTM20
e Sl oy T | A3 | VXTFIN
lgzrtll;lrl:llln;uilﬁzgglrl;li (e)loglque imperfective participle L.‘:J j 3 VXTF10
Feminine plural (nominative) imperfective LHB::‘T‘* , VXTE2N
participle general auxiliary verb t_‘:j j 3
lgzrrll;lrl:ln;uilillliriyo‘ll)élr%ue imperfective participle L.‘:J j 3 VXTF20
priple semlaoaogn | 13| VXYMIN
Ig/iisec;g}lzs Xsill?agrl;lire(r)é)llque perfective participle ;:h 3 VXYM10
N e S P R B 2
giiiizilgsxﬁﬁg 32]1;1% perfective participle .::'.t 3 VXYM20
Feminine singular (nominative) perfective s j 3 VXYF1N

participle general auxiliary verb

420




Feminine singular oblique perfective participle L

general auxiliary verb 52 VXYF10
L

Feminine plural (nominative) perfective participle g , VXYE2N

general auxiliary verb & j 3

Feminine plural oblique perfective participle L

general auxiliary verb 52 VXYF20

First person singular subjunctive general auxilia L

vt sHarst s Y usle VXSM1

First lural subjuncti 1 auxili L

V:;i person plural subjunctive general auxiliary ey VXSM2

Second person singular subjunctive general L

auxiliary verb =3 VXSTH1

S:rc];)nd person plural subjunctive general auxiliary 9 :'.- 3 VXST2

Third person singular subjunctive general L

auxiliary verb =3 VXSV1

Third lural subjuncti 1 auxili L

i r1tr) person plural subjunctive general auxiliary o5 VXSV2

Second person singular imperative general L

auxiliary verb o VXIT1

Second person singular imperative general s,

auxiliary verb S VXIT2

Second person honorific imperative general 5 :h R VXIA

auxiliary verb

A4.2.3 Special auxiliary verbs

A4.2.3.1 gd

The form ga indicates future tense. The tag for ga begins with VG. The other

characters indicate gender (4™ character: M or F), number (5" character: 1 or 2).

Description Example Tag (Roman)
Masculine singular future auxiliary ga S VGM1
Masculine plural future auxiliary gé 5 VGM2
ia
Feminine singular future auxiliary gi L.é VGF1
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aa
Feminine plural future auxiliary gi é VGF2

A4.2.3.2 raha

This auxiliary element indicates continuous or durative aspect of a verb. The
tag for rahd begins with VR. The other characters indicate gender (4™ character: M or
F), number (5" character: 1 or 2).

Do not confuse the auxiliary rahda with the (historically related) lexical verb
rahnd — the perfective participle raha looks the same but must be tagged differently.
raha is only an auxiliary when it occurs in a verb phrase like =7 1572 L= = When it

is not an auxiliary, rahd receives the tag VVYMIN, rahi receives VVYFI1N or

VVYF2N, and so on.

Description Example Tag
Masculine singular durative auxiliary raha E_} VRM1
Masculine plural durative auxiliary rahé =_) VRM?2
Feminine singular durative auxiliary rahi i VRFA1
Feminine plural durative auxiliary raht ) VRF2
A4.2.3.3 cahie

The auxiliary cahie comes after the infinitive of a lexical verb. It is tagged

differently to the historically related verb cahna.
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Description Example Tag
Singular cahié-type auxiliary é—}‘% VC1
Plural cahié-type auxiliary t_):‘.-:—;"‘% VC2

A4.2.3.4 hona

The verb hona is a very common auxiliary. It has special tags, which are

always used for this verb. Some of the parts of #ona are equivalent to the parts of

lexical verbs. Their tags are the same for those of lexical verbs, except that they begin

in VH instead of VV.

Description Example Tag
Root form 4o 4 VHO
Infinitive hona, masculine singular nominative L'» 4 VHNM1N
Infinitive ~oné, masculine singular oblique g VHNM10
Infinitive honé, masculine plural nominative ,__i ) 4 VHNM2
Infinitive Aoni, feminine singular nominative t.‘-_" G VHNF1
Infinitive honi, feminine plural nominative L.‘:—" b G VHNF2
Il:/;a;:i(;?lljllréehij?dgular (nominative) imperfective b&_:' VHTMA1N
hMg_e;z_culine singular oblique imperfective participle 4 VHTM10
xa:ii?rl)llr;e;g;ral (nominative) imperfective 4 VHTM2N
hMO_a;:_culine plural oblique imperfective participle 24 VHTM20
Il:;rrglcr;;riz Is;lo_ngular (nominative) imperfective LF" w VHTE1N
ggglinine singular oblique imperfective participle LF" ™ VHTF10
Femiqine pl}l{al (r_1(iminative) imperfective Boxls , VHTF2N
participle hoti / hoti~ U_', m
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Feminine plural oblique imperfective participle

rem e VHTF20
I1\)/;12;1:sicclilrl)llr;ehi;ggulalr (nominative) perfective y o VHYM1N
;\l/éaésculine singular oblique perfective participle 5 ™ VHYM10
xfiil;;llr;eh%le?ral (nominative) perfective i o0 VHYM2N
Masculine plural oblique perfective participle hiié > G VHYM20O
lljzrrzlcr;gi Zlﬁnl_gular (nominative) perfective ur_-‘ o VHYF1N
Feminine singular oblique perfective participle Aii L.',—'ij-} VHYF10
g;l—n/izi;e plural (nominative) perfective participle LH.:U':" VHYF2N
i/ hir~ U_'-. 63

Feminine plural oblique perfective participle hiui éj—} VHYF20
First person singular subjunctive Aii~ e VHSM1
First person plural subjunctive ho~ B, VHSM2
Second person singular subjunctive 4o e VHSTA1
Second person plural subjunctive 7o B VHST2
Third person singular subjunctive /o 5 VHSV1
Third person plural subjunctive ho~ B, VHSV2
Second person singular imperative 4o & VHITA
Second person plural imperative 40 & VHITZ2
Second person honorific imperative VHIA

The irregular present tense and irregular past tense both require separate tags.

The present tense is indicated by VHH. The fourth and fifth characters of the tags

show person and number, as with the subjunctive.

Description Example Tag
First person singular indicative present /i~ B VHHMA1
First person plural indicative present hai~ W peard VHHMZ2
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Second person singular indicative present hai = VHHTA
Second person plural indicative present ho B VHHT2
Third person singular indicative present hai = VHHV1
Third person plural indicative present hai~ W e d VHHV2

The past tense is indicated by VHP. The other characters indicate gender (4™

character: M or F), number (5th character: 1 or 2).

Description Examples Tag
Masculine singular indicative past tha Las VHPM1
Masculine plural indicative past thé A VHPM2
Feminine singular indicative past thi B VHPF1
Feminine plural indicative past thi~ B VHPF2

A4.3 Adjectives and similar words

Tags for adjectives and similar words such as numerals begin with J. The
second character of the tag indicates the type of word: JJ or JP means an adjective, JD
a determiner-like adjective such as a number or a fraction, and JX means non-lexical

adjectival element.

A4.3.1 Adjectives

Adjectives have tags beginning in JJ. Marked adjectives — and some other
words discussed below which work in the same way — have three characters after the

JJ: indicating gender (3" character: M or F), number (4" character: 1 or 2) and case
g8
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(5" character: N or O). Vocative adjectives are the same as oblique adjectives and

should be tagged as vocative case adjective (ending in —O).

The forms for marked feminine adjectives are always the same — i.e. they all

end in —1. However, depending on what sort of noun they are agreeing with, they can

still be considered to be nominative or oblique, and singular or plural, and should be

tagged accordingly.

Note that marked adjectives have no particular form for the vocative — the

oblique form occurs with vocative nouns. So tag an adjective agreeing with a vocative

noun as being oblique. The same applies to the other categories that follow the

adjective pattern.

Unmarked adjectives (which are the same regardless of what number or

gender they have) are marked as JJU. This category includes adjectives such as

= which cannot modify a noun but only occur in the predicate of a sentence —

i.e. cannot be used in front of a noun to modify that noun.

There are a total of 9 tags for “normal” adjectives.

Description Example Tag
Marked masculine singular nominative adjective 1::._'& JJM1N
Marked masculine singular oblique adjective ::',.-1 JUJM10
Marked masculine plural nominative adjective :_:5-1 JJM2N
Marked masculine plural oblique adjective ;::.-! JJM20
Marked feminine singular nominative adjective (_5:5-'* JJF1IN
Marked feminine singular oblique adjective {_5:5-'* JJF10
Marked feminine plural nominative adjective (% :',.-'i JJF2N
Marked feminine plural oblique adjective {_'5:5-'* JJF20
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Unmarked adjective

SG A

JJu

A4.3.2 Determiner-like adjectives

Determiner-like adjectives have tags that begin in JD-.

A4.3.2.1 Indefinite determiners

One set of determiner-like adjectives, the indefinite determiners, are just tagged with

JD. The words in this class are as follows:

zyadah
kafr
har
kat
tamam
kul
zard

cand

bahut

nihayat

Note that some of these words can also function as adverbs. They act as JD

more
enough
every
several
all

all

a little

few

(not certain about this one?)

when they determine a noun, and as adverbs when they occur adverbially outside a

noun phrase.

Some (like bahut and zyada) can be JD or RD. They are JD when they
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determine a following noun, and RD when they indicate the degree of a following
adjective. See also below.

The JD class is a closed class, meaning that we do not expect there to be very
many other words in this category: any that you find should be reported and will be

added to this list.

Description Example Tag
Indefinite determiner L;'%‘S ‘ bJL'J_} JD
A4.3.2.2 Numerals

Numerals are numbers, either written out as words or written using figures
(Arabic-Indic or Western). There are a total of 19 tags in this category.

There are three tags for cardinal numbers. The normal sort are tagged JDNU
(since they are unmarked adjectives, there is no need to tag for gender or case).
Cardinal numbers can also be oblique — with the same suffix as a plural unmarked
noun — the tag for this is JDNUO. Some numerals have a shorter form (a “clitic”)

which occurs before the multiplicative suffix guna. The tag for this is JDNUC. For

example, 1"5»‘3'%.(The “guna” part should be tagged as if it were a separate word — see
below.)
Ordinal numbers are marked adjectives, their final three characters indicate

gender, number and case in the same way as marked adjectives do.

Description Example Tag

Cardinal number & JLﬁ‘ ( uS__!l JDNU
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Oblique cardinal number b= g4 JDNUO

gr_fj_gl;:,l_tlphcatlve clitic cardinal number du—, (L‘E)H JDNUC

Masculine singular nominative ordinal number ] et JDNM1N
Masculine singular oblique ordinal number =t JDNM10
Masculine plural nominative ordinal number ot JDNM2N
Masculine plural oblique ordinal number ot JDNM20
Feminine singular nominative ordinal number (Gt JDNF1N
Feminine singular oblique ordinal number (& o JDNF10
Feminine plural nominative ordinal number (5 o JDNF2N
Feminine plural oblique ordinal number (Gt JDNF20

A4.3.2.3 Fractions

Words for fractions are given tags that begin in JDF. The following is the full

list of fraction words:

I 53 ¢ (g 13,.—!-0 ;bdi 0 L&JT
:&:JL“U ﬁj-jj LF';LMH
s SHlas

Some fraction words (cauthat, tihar) can also function as nouns, in which case
they should receive standard noun tagging. Most fraction words are unmarked and
receive the tag JDFU, but two (paund, ddha) are marked and have a final three
characters that indicate gender, number and case in the same way as the tags for

marked adjectives.
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Description Example Tag

Unmarked fraction | G JDFU

Masculine singular nominative fraction G L JDFM1N
Masculine singular oblique fraction =5 JDFM10
Masculine plural nominative fraction =5 JDFM2N
Masculine plural oblique fraction :"ﬁ JDFM20
Feminine singular nominative fraction Bl JDFF1N
Feminine singular oblique fraction u,,—‘ﬁ JDFF10
Feminine plural nominative fraction Gis JDFF2N
Feminine plural oblique fraction Sis JDFF20

A4.3.3 “Y-V-K-J” determiners

The determiners that fall into the “Y-V-K-J” sets of words (see the section on

Pronouns below) have tags beginning in JDY, JDV, JDK, and JDJ; their last three

characters indicate gender, number and case in the same way as marked adjectives.

Note that the word faisa (taisé, etc.) which appears in some set phrases is

tagged as JDV*** _just like vaisa.

Description Example Tag
o o ™| Ll )| somn
demonstrative adectve (ino. ise) el 8l | JDYMIO
demnsistiv adiectiv (ing o) el sl | JDYMN
demonstrative adiective (imo. aise) el 8l | JDYM2O
Feminine singular nominative proximal ﬁ‘ . @31 JDYF1N

demonstrative adjective (itni, aisi)
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demonsirativeadietiv (it i) st B | JDYFIO
demonsirative adiective inf ara) sl ) | JDYFN
demonstrative adicctive (i o) st B | JDYR20
demonstiative adective (und, s Ly bt | JOVMIN
e st sy | ot g5 | IDWMIO
demonstiative diectve (uint. vaise) sy S8 | JDVMEN
1;/(;?::;1\]1?( ngg:a\l; ;;t;lél)ql%e dl.stal (flemonstratlve Y :‘:‘L JDVM20
demonstrtive adicctve (it ais) sty i | JDVFIN
s et | stasge g5 | JOVFTO
demonstraive adjective (ut vasD sty 3 | JDVF2N
Egjngg[lil\l,l: (pultlllir;lv(;?;glue distal d.ernonstratlve Yy @31 JDVF20
o ins o | LSS | JDKMIN
sdiecive (et kae) | eS¢ 3S | JDKMIO
Nl s o TS| S S| DKM
i (e oy | S aS | upKmRO
1:;;1;;1;?]1: (sl;gigl/a; g%n'nnat?ve 1nterro‘gatlve J‘_u_:s . t_;ﬂs JDKF1N
adictive (it far | s BS | JDKF1O
ggf;ﬁ?}: (pklll;rlal_ll Eci)ir;gnat.lve mterrcfgatlve g;""':‘.s ; t_;ﬂs JDKF2N
sdcive it dasy | S S | JDKF20
e e M R
i\]g?;g}l};rggmgular ob.hqu.e relatlv.e adje'ctlv‘e UL (__,33_ JDJM10
?g?;g’u]l;r;fglural norfnnatlve r'elatlve‘ adj. ective TNy :ﬂA JDJM2N
i\]g?;gl};rgél))lural obhqlfe re.latlve adjective TR TN JDJM20
secive G sy |t (B8] JDIFIN
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Feminine singular oblique relative adjective

(it jais) e A JDJF10
Feminine plural nominative relative adjective s

(it jais) e A JDJF2N
Feminine plural oblique relative adjective L e JDJF20

(jitni, jaist)

A4.3.3.1 Non-lexical adjectival elements

The non-lexical adjectival elements have tags that start in JX. They are a closed class

consisting of the various forms of guna (JXG), sa (JXS) and vala (JXV). The last

three characters of these sets of tags indicates gender, number and case in the same

way as marked adjectives.

Description Example Tag
X;lrslsggl;ns;ngular nominative multiplicative Lag JXGMIN
o . — -
Zla;lsécuhne singular oblique multiplicative marker :‘S JXGM10
. — — -
(I;/ia:lsécuhne plural nominative multiplicative marker :‘S JXGM2N
. . — -
(I;/ia:lsécuhne plural oblique multiplicative marker :‘S JXGM20
Ef;ﬁg:;ui?gular nominative multiplicative g_r‘s JXGF1N
gzll?l_mme singular oblique multiplicative marker L?'S JXGF10
gzzll_lmne plural nominative multiplicative marker L?'S JXGF2N
— . — =
gzlr?l_mu'le ph'lral oblique 'mu%tlphca‘ltlve‘: rnarker' L?'S JXGF20
?/Idascuhne singular nominative adjectival particle Ly JXSM1N
Masculine singular oblique adjectival particle sé = JXSM10
Masculine plural nominative adjectival particle sé = JXSM2N
Masculine plural oblique adjectival particle sé = JXSM20
Feminine singular nominative adjectival particle s7 | s+ JXSF1N
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Feminine singular oblique adjectival particle s7 - JXSF10
Feminine plural nominative adjectival particle si W JXSF2N
Feminine plural oblique adjectival particle si W JXSF20
ocoupational parileatd Ny | IXVMIN
ocoupational patile s | Ixvmio
cconptions]parclo sty N | axvmen
xfiilfgrvl;g%;;gglque adjectival / occupational :| 13 IXVM20
cocupational particlends s | IxvEIN
cocupational partcle valr G | IxvF10
cocupationa particlends s | Ixve2N
gzrl}[iilcrilensd[;;ural oblique adjectival / occupational L;] 13 IXVE20

A4.4 Pronouns

Pronouns have tags beginning in P. There are five groups of these: personal
pronouns, personal possessive adjectives, “Y-V-K-J” pronouns, reflexive pronouns,

and other pronouns.

Ad4.4.1 Personal pronouns

This category contains only the pronouns mai~ and ti, and related forms such

as their plural and oblique forms. Tags in this category begin with PP. The third

* Note that the alternative form for the masculine oblique plural, valo~, does not occur in all the same
contexts as valé, and sometimes occurs in other, completely different contexts, being used as a type of

noun. For example in the context hamare valo~ ka, “belonging to our people”, valo~ is not JXV.
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character indicates person (M or T, as for verbs — see above). The fourth indicates
number (1 or 2), and the fifth indicates case (N or O).

Personal pronouns are not marked for gender: as with verbs, that which is
marked for person is not marked for gender. (The “M” in the tags below signifies
“first person”, not “masculine”.) They are marked for number and case.

Sometimes pronouns are used to refer to a different number of people than
their “basic” number. For example, ~am, which is basically plural, is sometimes used
to refer to one person. In this case, the pronoun should still be tagged as plural — that
is, ham is always PPM2N or PPM20, even if it refers to just one person. Similarly,
tum 1s always PPT2N or PPT20, even if it refers to just one person.

In the same way, mai~ and tii are always nominative. Even when they occur
before the postposition ré, they should be considered nominative, even though a
pronoun before a postposition is usually oblique. mai~ and tii can never be oblique.

ham and fum, which can also be oblique, should be tagged as nominative before né.

Description Example Tag
](:—;:;2: Np)erson singular nominative personal pronoun Lo PPM1N
f,,l;;]t }gerson singular oblique personal pronoun An o PPM10
511;;[1 §)erson plural nominative personal pronoun = PPM2N
32; ])person plural oblique personal pronoun ¢ PPM20
Sre(():l(l)(r)ll(linp(e;s)on singular nominative personal &3 PPT1IN
(S;;Z;ld person singular oblique personal pronoun AN PPT10
Sregggsnpgzsnc;r)l plural nominative personal rj PPT2N
(S;(}:;l))nd person plural oblique personal pronoun rj PPT20
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A4.4.2 Personal possessive adjectives

These are called “adjectives” because they take adjective marking, however

they are classed as a type of pronoun because they correspond to the personal

pronouns above. Their tags begin in PG. The third and fourth characters show the

person (M for first person and T for second person, as for personal pronouns) and

number (1 or 2) of the person referred to, i.e. the possessor.

Like adjective tags, their final three characters indicate gender, number and

case of the noun being modified, i.e. the thing that is possessed.

Description Example Tag
nominative posstssve adgctve (nerd) e | PGMIMIN
possensive adiccive (mird) | =% | PGMIMIO
g;r::e;;:ir\s](e)r; (sijlgfgia:" azs}ﬁcéghne plural nominative ~ o PGM1M2N
posenive adicetve (mird) | =¥ | PGMIM20
llj;)rssstelzzir\s/(e)r; (sijlrelfgiir (f:qr;:gme singular nominative (5o PGM1F1N
possessive diecive (mr | G¥° | PGMIF1O
poscseadee(non | SO || PGMIFRN
possie sdectve (nir) .| 5 | PGMIF20
posensne ajective hamry | b2 | PGM2MIN
poscinesgoine s | edlet | POMEMIO
poncuneadine amy " | e sles | PGMRMEN
posscune adioae (hanardy || edle: | PGM2M20
povsieadseie tamary | 5ol | PGMZFIN
First person singular feminine singular oblique (s J‘-ﬁ—‘ PGM2F10
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possessive adjective (hamari)

First person singular feminine plural nominative

pQSsessive adj:ective (han‘ad‘rf) . E’-JL‘H PGM2F2N
e s ksl b | fay | pow2F20
e ot ey | L8 | TN
Sggs:siigzrzz?e;?\%:lég rrg)asculfne singular oblique g PGT1M10
g sl ainelinl | o® | poTiMN
S e Spple eslne sl o |5 | poTiNgo
g ol s | o8 | PGTIFIN
R e T AL
e e 555 | PoTIF2N
e e o 08 | pGTIF20
e e i, | 10 | POT2UTN
posessiveadetive (umhart) | =3 | PGT2M10
e S e, | o3 | PoT2MZN
s Sl el a5 | paTaM2O0
ree sl el | o> | POTZFIN
S s e sl e | g {113 | pGT2FIO
e e e | 03 | PeT2RRN
Second person singular feminine plural oblique LEJ‘T“J PGT2F20

possessive adjective (tumhari)

A4.4.3

Third person pronouns/demonstratives, interrogative and relative

pronouns and determiners (also called Y-V-K-J pronouns)

This class of pronouns consists of all those pronouns that fall into the parallel

“y-v-k-j word sets”. These classes contain a variety of pronouns that are of similar
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form, the first letter indicating what set they belong to, (see below for examples):

e yoravowel

e vort indicates the set of distal (“far”’) demonstratives
e k indicates the set of interrogatives
° j indicates the set of relative words

The tags for these words begin with PY, PV, PK or PJ. The third character

indicates the set of proximal (“near”) demonstratives

indicates number (1 or 2) and the fourth indicates case (N or O). There is an “extra”

oblique case in the plurals of these pronouns, which appears solely before the

postposition né. This extra case is given E in the fourth position.

Description Example Tag

Singular nominative proximal demonstrative S PY1N

pronoun (yah) i

Singular oblique proximal demonstrative pronoun

Plural nominative proximal demonstrative s

pronoun (yah) i PY2N

Plural oblique proximal demonstrative pronoun |

i ol PY20

Plural oblique proximal demonstrative pronoun 3

before né (inho~) ki PY2E

Singular nominative distal demonstrative pronoun 5

o 3 PVIN

Singular oblique distal demonstrative pronoun *

Plural nominative distal demonstrative pronoun 5

(vah) 3 PV2N
X

Plural oblique distal demonstrative pronoun (un) Q‘ PV20

Plural oblique distal demonstrative pronoun ; PV/2E

before né (unho~) -

Singular nominative interrogative pronoun (kyd, oS LS PKAN

kaun)
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Singular oblique interrogative pronoun (kis) . S PK10
Plural nominative interrogative pronoun (kya, X

) oS LS PK2N
Plural oblique interrogative pronoun (kin) US PK20
Plural oblique interrogative pronoun before né :

(kinhi~) DS PK2E
Singular nominative relative pronoun (jo) S PJ1N
Singular oblique relative pronoun (jis) B PJ10
Plural nominative relative pronoun (o) S PJ2N
Plural oblique relative pronoun (jin) o PJ20
Plural oblique relative pronoun before né (jinho~) u&;—'—“* PJ2E

Ad4.4.4 Reflexive pronouns

There are separate tags for reflexive pronouns, the reciprocal pronoun, and the

reflexive possessive adjectives. Tags for reflexive possessive adjectives have

characters indicating gender, number and case after the PGR tag: this works in the

same way as for the personal possessive adjectives.

Description Example Tag
Reflexive pronoun (@p, xud) '-:’T ’ S PRF
Reciprocal pronoun (dpas) ﬂi PRC
e S s O B
Z/é?sgggge( ;;:g)ﬂar ob.llqu.e reﬂexw‘e possessw.e £’| PGRM10
Z/é?ssgsgeé gzg)il norfnnatlve reflexwe poss.esswe &1 PGRM2N
zg?esgggge( 51’;2&)11 obhqlfe re.ﬂexwe pf)ssesswe ﬁ' PGRM20
possessve adctive () - s | PGRFIN
Feminine singular oblique reflexive possessive ﬁ‘ PGRF10
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adjective (apni)

Feminine plural nominative reflexive possessive o

adjective (apni) T PGRF2N
Feminine plural oblique reflexive possessive o

adjective (apni) s PGRF20

A4.4.5 Other pronouns

In this miscellaneous group of pronouns are included two indefinite pronouns,
kot and kuch, which are tagged as PNN; their oblique forms are tagged as PNO. Also
included in the PNN category is sab, which has an inflected oblique plural which is
tagged as PNO. One final pronoun is the honorific, respectful, or polite pronoun ap,
which has its own tag PA. Note that this is different to the reflexive pronoun ap! The
reflexive pronoun PRF refers back to something or someone mentioned earlier in the
sentence, whereas the honorific pronoun PA is used as a more polite equivalent for

tum.

Description Example Tag

Nominative indefinite pronoun (koi, kuch, sab) L.,,—"-js 15%5 PNN

Oblique indefinite pronoun (kist, kuch, sabho~) L;A_LIS PNO

Honorific pronoun (ap) u.::-| PA

A4.5 Articles

Some phrases borrowed from Arabic contain the Arabic definite article, which

receives the single tag AL.
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Description

Example

Tag

Arabic definite article

!

AL

A4.6 Adverbs

There are lexical and non-lexical adverbs, which will be considered in turn.

There are a total of 13 adverb tags. All begin with R.

A4.6.1 Lexical adverbs (RR)

There are two sorts of lexical adverbs: adverbs which are derived from

adjectives by inflecting them to their masculine oblique form or adding a Persian or

Arabic loaned derivational affix’ (RRJ), and adverbs which are not (RR). Note that

the RRJ form therefore often looks the same as a JIM10 form.

Many words can be both JJU and RR (for instance, thik).

Description Example Tag
General adverb M-":':i,-ﬂ—‘* RR
General adverb derived from adjective ;_H,—"L" RRJ

3 Words which may function as both adjectives and adverbs without any morphological modification

(e.g. pas) would be marked with either an adjective tag or RR; the RRJ tag is not used for such words.
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A4.6.2 Non-lexical adverbs

A4.6.2.1 Degree adverbs

Degree adverbs occur before adjectives, and modify the degree to which they
apply. They are adjectives which indicate “very” or “more” or a similar notion when
they occur before an adjective. These include bahut, zara, zyadah, and kafi*. Another
example is nihayat. This is a closed class, but if you find another word that you think

should be on the list, please report it.

Description Example Tag

Degree adverb bJ‘Jw_:; RD

A4.6.2.2 Modal adverbs

There are a number of modal adverbs, including: sayad, zarir, bhi, phir and
sirf. This is another closed class which you can add to if you find another one. There

is also a subgroup of negative modal adverbs (word meaning “not”).

Description Example Tag
Modal adverb BURE RM
Negative modal adverb (nahi~, nah, mat) Sl (4 ‘LJ:‘.'E;‘ RMN

* These are also indefinite determiners (see above).
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A4.6.2.3 Y-V-K-J adverbs

There are also a number of adverbs in the y-v-k-j sets of words, with meanings
of time, place and manner such as “now”, “then”, etc. This includes all interrogative
and relative adverbs. Adverbs derived from adjectives of the y-v-k-j sets (see above)

have separate tags.

Description Example Tag
Proximal d trative adverb (ab, yaha~, idhar,
y;(l);§ma emonstrative adverb (ab, yaha~, idhar .._11 RY
Proximal demonstrative adverb derived from | RY.
adjective (aisé) s
Distal demonstrative adverb (tab, vaha~, udhar,
(yi) ( b RV
Distal demonstrative adverb derived from LA
adjective (vaise) =9 RVJ
Interrogative adverb (kab, kaha~, kidhar, kyo~) Ud:'.s RK
Interrogative adverb derived from adjective
(kaise) sy RKJ
Relative adverb (jab, jaha~, jidhar, jii~) A RJ
Relative adverb derived from adjective (jaisé) e RJJ

A4.7 Adpositions

There are 10 tags for adpositions. All begin in I.

There are some prepositions, mostly borrowed from Persian or Arabic.

Otherwise there are many postpositions, such as tS:‘ There is also a single

postposition, ka, which varies for gender, number and case, and thus has an extra

> yaha~, vaha~, kaha~ and jahd~ shorten to yah-, vah-, etc., when followed by the clitic exclusive

emphatic particle.

442




three characters on its tag which work in the same way as the corresponding

characters in the tags for marked adjectives.

Description Example Tag
Preposition L;q' f _J‘ IB
Unmarked postposition B Il
Marked masculine singular nominative
postposition ka L IIM1N
Z/e{arked masculine singular oblique postposition ; IM10
Z/e{arked masculine plural nominative postposition ; IIM2N
Marked masculine plural oblique postposition ké é [IM20
Marked feminine singular nominative postposition
p S IIF1N
Marked feminine singular oblique postposition ki L.é IIF10
Marked feminine plural nominative postposition k7 é lIF2N
Marked feminine plural oblique postposition ki é lIF20

A4.8 Conjunctions

There are three types of conjunctions: simple coordinating, correlative

coordinating, and subordinating. These are again closed list categories.

Correlative conjunctions (such as ya...ya) come in pairs. The first of the two

should be tagged CCC and the second of the pair as CC. Note that many of the

correlative conjunctions have another use as well, as a coordinating conjunction or as

something else.

Note that phrases involving the relative (J-)set of pronouns, adjectives and

adverbs are often translated into English by conjunctions, but are not to be tagged as

conjunctions.
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As a general rule, any conjunction ending in “ "S ”” should be considered a

subordinating conjunction.

Description Example Tag
n
Coordinating conjunction _)S.o CC
Correlative coordinating conjunction L_! CCC
Subordinating conjunction 5 CS

A4.9 Interjections

||’ 3 f.b‘ i 11’
There is one tag for all interjections. Some examples: 2 :‘(z died UE.

Description Example Tag

Interjection s 39 AU

A4.10 Unique

The Unique categories are single words that don’t fit anywhere else. Each has
its own tag.

The question marker kya looks the same as the interrogative pronoun kyd, but
the two should be tagged differently.

The izafat — the “e” sound found linking together two nouns in phrases such as
Adivy "—_" LUJ — is not always written. If it is not written in the phrase you are

tagging, you should “pretend it isn’t there”, even if you think it ought to be. If it is
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written in the text, however, you should separate it from the word it is attached to, and
give it the ZZ tag.

Sentence tag words conclude a sentence and comment on it. They are not
grammatically linked to the sentence. Common tag words include sahi and na. They
are tagged TT.

Each emphatic particle each has a tag of their own.

The Persian compound-forming conjunction is found in expressions such as

"'-“':':' 90890 . The word before it and the word after it should each receive a
separate tag.

There are also two tags for clitic versions of words that have other full tags
listed above. Clitics should be separated from their host word during tagging and
given their own tags. Clitics are given the same tag as their full-length forms, but with
an appended C.

In the case of one set of YVKIJ adverbs, the clitic version of the particle i
fuses with them too completely for them to be separated out and given separate tags;
therefore these fused words are given the special unique tags given here.

The use of the LL tag is explained in the more detailed tagging guidelines
document accompanying this one.

The IV tag is used for one very particular use of ke — when it is used following
a verb root to create an alternative version of the structure of [ verb root + kar |
described above. (Some grammarians have called this a “conjunctive participle”). So
for example, sun kar should be tagged VVO0 VXO as already described; however, the

alternative structure sun ke (with the same meaning) should be tagged VVO IV.
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Description Example Tag
Question marker kya L_QS QQ
1zafat ,_-—" Z7
Sentence tag-word - TT
Clitic postposition® &, é~, hé~ U= iR iz [1C
Contrastive emphatic particle 0 5 XT
Exclusive emphatic particle At s XH
Clitic exclusive emphatic particle 7, i~, hi~ U2 (s XHC
Persian compound-forming conjunction o 3 0]0)
Nongrammatical lexical element ) LL
Verbal postposition ké ; IV
Fused proximgl demon_strativ_e adverla and exclusive P RYXHC
emphatic particle: yaha~ + hi = yahi~ '
fod gl deponsraie st ndosiie | aes | RUXHG
lljzrstfi:éil ;?‘[]:t;l(;%a‘zlrvzl_ajlj}ll);nd exclusive emphatic LH,TE RKXHC
Fused relative adverb and exclusive emphatic particle: L):‘.'[;A RJXHC

jaha~ + hi = jaht~’

A4.11 Residual

The 8 “residual” tags are for anything in the text that isn’t really a word:

foreign words, things written in other alphabets, mathematical formulae, etc.

The FF tag for “foreign words” is meant to cover words or phrases from other

languages written in the Urdu alphabet. It is nof meant to cover the large number of

Persian, Arabic and English loanwords that exist in Urdu as an actual part of the Urdu

language. The FX tag for “non-Perso-Arabic string” is for foreign words in other

® A form of k6 added to a pronoun.

7 jahi~ has been described as obsolete, so this tag would only be used in old-fashioned texts.
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alphabets, or for other non-Perso-Arabic incursions into the text. FZ is for when a

single character, not joined to any other, is being used as the name for that letter of the

alphabet. FS is for non-alphabetic symbols (such as © , which is nowadays quite

common in texts from the internet). FA and FB are for acronyms and abbreviations.

FU is for anything that can’t be put into any of these categories. You should try to

avoid using it whenever possible.

Description Example Tag
Foreign word FF
Non-Perso-Arabic string FX
Formula (e.g. mathematical) FO
Letter of the alphabet FZ
Other symbol FS
Acronym FA
Abbreviation FB
Other unclassifiable non-Urdu element FU

A4.12 Punctuation

The tag for a punctuation mark is usually the same as the punctuation mark..

There are 13 tags in this section.

Description Example Tag
Full stop (U+06D4) -
Comma (U+060C) ‘ ,
Question mark (U+061F) < ?
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Exclamation mark (U+0021) ! |

Colon (U+003A)

Semi-colon (U+061B) :

Neutral quotation mark (U+0022) " "

Open parenthesis (U+0028)

Close parenthesis (U+0029)

Open square bracket (U+005B)

— | — AN | N

Close square bracket (U+005D)

Some of the tags look as if they are the opposite way around to the actual
punctuation mark (“mirrored”) — this is because the tags are in the Latin alphabet,
which goes in the opposite direction to the Urdu alphabet. That is, the Urdu opening
bracket ““)” should be tagged with the Latin opening bracket “(”.

The tag for the neutral quotation mark should be used for both single and

double quotation marks.
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Tagging guidelines for the U1 tagset

A4.13 How to tag a word

A4.13.1 Basics of tagging

A line from a tagging file looks something like this:

s00098 wOl7 = AJH

The number after “s” indicates the number of the sentence in the file. The number
after “w” indicates the number of the word in the sentence. You can mostly ignore
these numbers. The Urdu word follows. Then comes a blank space (actually a TAB
character). At the end of the line are three letters that are used to indicate who has
done the tagging — in files that are sent to you to tag, this will have been adjusted to a
shortened version of your name. (In the example above, it is AJH for “Andrew

Hardie”). Then, after this, there is a space.

To tag a word, simply move your cursor to the very end of the line — i.e. after the
space that follows the shortened name — and type the appropriate letters and numbers.

In this case you type VHHV1 and get a line that looks like this:

s00098 w017 AJH VHHV1
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A4.13.2 Hints on speeding up tagging

You may wish to use CAPS LOCK since most of the tags are just capital letters.
If you find that you are typing a particular string of letters over and over again, try
copying that string to the clipboard and simply using CTRL+V to insert it as

necessary.

A4.13.3 SGML and the NULL tag

The files you are to tag contain SGML elements — text information contained in
<angle brackets>. SGML elements do not receive tags — so they have automatically
been labelled NULL (this means “no tag needed”). You can just pass over them as if

they were not there.

A4.13.4 Typing errors in the original file

If a word has been mistyped in the file you are tagging — i.e. a letter has been typed
incorrectly and it has made the word unclear — you should make a note of this, along
with its s-number and its w-number. There are two approaches you can take to
tagging words that have typos. If it is fairly clear from the context what word it should
be, then you can tag it as if it was that word. If it is not entirely clear what word it

should be, then tag it as FU.
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A4.14 Problems arising from Ambiguity

A4.14.1 Ambiguous suffixes

For nouns, adjectives and verbs, you will often find that a single suffix has more than
one usage. For example, the suffix —¢ is used for masculine plural nouns, masculine

singular oblique nouns, masculine adjectives, and a number of verbal forms.

You must tag for function, not for form — that is, you must tag according to what the
word ending is doing, not according to what it is. So the same word-form may in one
context be a masculine plural nominative adjective, and in another context a

masculine singular oblique adjective.

A4.14.2 Ambiguous words

However, it is not just affix confusion that makes more than one tag possible for some

words. For example, e.g. “~° is tagged PPM1N when it is pronounced mai~ and II

when it is pronounced me~.

A4.15 Problems relating to nouns

A4.15.1 Case in unmarked nouns

Unmarked singular nouns, and marked feminine singular nouns as well, are the same

in both nominative and oblique cases. So how do you know whether to tag them as
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nominative or oblique?

Basically, you should give them the tag of the form that they would have got if they
were marked nouns. So in any given context, you should think: if there was a marked
noun here instead (e.g. laRka or kamrah) would it have been nominative or oblique?
Then tag the unmarked noun accordingly. As a general rule, nouns that are followed
by a postposition (or governed by a postposition, as some theories of grammar put it)

are very often oblique, although there are obviously exceptions.

A4.16 Problems relating to verbs

A4.16.1 Verb agreement for gender and number

Sometimes, the verb agrees with the subject and sometimes it agrees with its object.
You must tag it the same, whichever it does — i.e. if a verb is feminine (e.g. VVYFIN)
it doesn’t matter whether it is agreeing with the subject or the object. Sometimes, the
verb agrees with neither the subject or the object (e.g. if both the subject and the
object are followed by a postposition like né or ko). In this case, the verb will default
back to the masculine singular form and should be tagged as such; e.g., VVTMIN or

VXYMIN.

The pronoun a@p does not have any verb agreement of its own. It usually takes the
same verb forms as the third person plural. Verbs agreeing with ap should be tagged
as third person plural verb forms. Similarly, if a plural verb is used with a singular

third-person subject (as an honorific usage) then this should also be tagged as a plural
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verb. Give tags based on the morphological number of the verb, not based on the

semantic/pragmatic usage of the verb.

A4.16.2 cahie

The agreement rules for cahie are a bit complex. Firstly, cahié agrees with its object.
If it occurs in the form cahié~, then it is VC2 (plural). However, if it is in the form
cahié, then it is not necessarily singular since cahié will occur with a plural object if
cahié is followed by a plural-marked auxiliary. So if the object is plural, cahié is
VC2; if the object is singular, cahié is VCI1. There is an exception to this as well: if
the object is followed by a postposition, e.g. ko, then cahie is VC1 no matter what

number the object is.

A4.16.3 raha versus rahna

This guideline is an expansion on what is said about the VR tags (VRM1, VRM2,

VRF1, VRF2) in the main tagset document.

The VR tags are for use when rahé, raha, or rahi are used as the durative auxiliary:
that is, preceded by the verb root and followed by some form of hona: e.g. vah kar
raha hai, “he is doing”, as contrasted with vah karta hai, “he does”. Any form of
rahnd used anywhere other than in this very specific context is not tagged using the
VR tags. Instead, the normal system for verbs should be used — the tags beginning in

VV.
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For example, in the phrase rahé ga meaning “will stay” or “will keep on (doing
something)”, rahé should be tagged as VVSV1. Another example is the phrase xus
raha karé~ meaning “stay happy” or “remain happy”, which should be tagged JJU
VVYMIN VVSV2. In these examples, rahda is not functioning as the durative

auxiliary, but as part of rahna.

A4.16.4 Participles

Participles can function as adjectives. However, they should be tagged using the

VVY*** and VVT*** tags even when they are functioning as adjectives.

A4.16.5 Infinitives

An infinitive ending in —é that occurs before a postposition or before vala is always

considered to be VVNMI10O, never VVNM2.

A4.17 Problems relating to pronouns

A4.17.1 Number in pronouns

You should tag pronouns for their grammatical number, not their pragmatic number.

For example, tum is often used pragmatically to refer to a single person in a way that

is less impolite than the singular #ii. However, it is always grammatically plural and

should be tagged as such (PPT2N or PPT20).
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A4.17.2 mai~ and ti followed by ne

Usually, a word before a postposition is in the oblique case, but there is an exception
when mai~ and tii are followed by né. In this case, the pronouns take the shape of the
nominative case, and should therefore be tagged as nominative case pronouns

(PPMIN and PPTIN).

A4.17.3 in and un, is and us

These pairs of words have different tags, but in the Perso-Arabic alphabet look
exactly the same if the vowel marks are not written in. Try to tell from context

whether a PV tag or a PY tag is appropriate if this occurs.

A4.174 Difference between kya QQ and kya PKIN

The word kya has two analyses. As an interrogative pronoun kya (PK1N) refers to an
unknown entity that is the focus of a question, which is expected to be specified in the
answer. As a question marker kya (QQ) does not refer to anything at all, it just lets
you know that the sentence is a question. So in the sentence kya yah sahi hai? (“is it
true?”) kya would be QQ; but in the sentence yah kya hai? (“what is this?”) kya would

be PKIN.
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A4.18 Other problematic areas

A4.18.1 Compound postpositions and ke liye

There are many compound postpositions consisting of ke followed by another word,
making up a compound postposition. In this type of structure, tag k€ as normal, and
tag the word after it as its own normal part of speech — this will usually be tagged as
an adverb or an oblique noun. As a rule of thumb, if the second word occurs
elsewhere as a noun, then tag it as an oblique noun; if it occurs elsewhere as an

adverb, then tag it as an adverb.

Note in particular the compound postposition k¢ lié or ké liye. This should be tagged
as [IM10 followed by RR (i.e. /iyé is treated as an adverb even though it doesn’t
occur alone as an adverb). Note also that whenever ke agrees with an adverb, it

should be tagged IIM10.

This phrase, ké lié, is sometimes written as a single word — in which case, before
tagging, it should be split, using the same method described for splitting off clitics

(see the section on clitics below).

A4.18.2 The use of LL

The LL tag is used with single words — usually borrowed from Persian — which have a

space in the middle, often between the root and an affix; zimmah dar is an example of

such a word. Note that there is a whole set of affixes that can do this — but they don’t
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always do it (e.g. compare samajhdar). Since there is a space, each part has to have a
tag. The tag that would be given to the whole word, if it was a single word, is applied

to the second part of the word, and the first part receives the tag LL.

This LL, the “nongrammatical lexical element”, is applied thus:

zimmah LL dar JJU
samajhdar JJU
xiib_LL tarin JJU
kamtarin JJU

ham LL zat JJU

hamdardi NNUFIN

Note that LL is only to be used if at /east one of the elements is incapable of standing
as a word on its own. The typical example of this is the word zimmah dar, where the
second element is not capable of standing on its own — it’s really a suffix rather than
an independent word — and so the JJU tag for the entire thing goes on dar and zimmah

gets the LL tag.

If a single compound word is written with a space in the middle, but both parts are

capable of standing alone as independent words, then the LL tag should not be used.

Instead, give each word a separate tag (i.e. treat the whole thing as a phrase).

457



A4.18.3 Tagging words which are joined by o

The Persian compound-forming conjunction is found in expressions such as

9 080 Ttis tagged as 00, and the word before it and the word after it

should each receive a separate tag — i.e. tag those words as normal.

Sometimes the words joined by 6 do not occur on their own in Urdu, for example in
the expression tag 6 dav. In this case, give to each of the two words the tag that you

would normally give to the compound as a whole.
A4.184 Reduplicated words

When a word is reduplicated (i.e. doubled up, or repeated as an “echo”, sometimes
with a change of vowel), the second word receives the same tag as the first. Examples

include thik thak.
A4.18.5 Clitics

Clitics should always be tagged separately from the word they are attached to. If the
tokenisation program has left them on a single line, you will need to split the line. to
make both the new lines exactly the same as the lines produced by computer before

adding the POS tags. For instance, if the computer gives you this...

s00022 w005 ;;)mjl XXX

... then you should copy-and-paste the entire line, and then delete the “al” from the
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second line and the “salamu” from the first:

s00022 w005 I XXX

s00022 w005 ;;)L.u XXX

You can then tag both words (the tags are in this case AL and NNUMIN). The same
applies to any other word written as a single unit which has parts that require separate

tags.
Another example would be the word is7 ( <™ ! ) which would need to be split

into its component parts and tagged as s PY10 and & XHC (clitic form of Ai).

Note also the similar pronoun-clitic combinations &**° ol o ot o 5
and so on, which must be split up in the same way.

The same procedure should be used for Persian-derived compounds with “6”
in the middle — only in this case it must be divided into three lines (word, o, word).
You may also need to split a word if the typist has made an error and typed two words

without a space between them.
A4.18.6 Greetings

Tagging greetings can be problematic. The Muslim greeting alsalam ’alaikum should
be tagged as AL-NNUMIN-FF, with the a/ separated off from sa/@m. The Hindu
greetings namaskar and namasté should be tagged as AU when they are used as
greetings, and as masculine unmarked nouns when they are used within the grammar
of the sentence (e.g. as the subject or object of a verb). The English loan-word Aello

should be tagged as AU when used as a greeting, and as a masculine unmarked noun
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when used within the grammar of the sentence.

A4.19 Individual problematic words and phrases

Word or phrase Tag as

vayairah RR

bad me~ RR I

kyo~kah CS

xiis amded LL AU or LL NNUMIN (rarer)
dobarah RR

T1v1 NN

(initials in English spelt out in Urdu, e.g. Tty , should normally be tagged

as FB).

460



